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T The first day of Jamuery 1955, found the "First of the Blcelhorse"
. in garrison 2t Fort Gecrge G. lieade, MaryYond, Comanied by 577 Yenneth
-We Loch, the Squacron had comletad i%s ennvel CHT and vas busily
premring for the ACT ond expacted inilux of {rocps,

?
meny persomnsi. to unites lowing highor nrioritiss ia ths Vietnemmase
effort, Hovever, the lew Yeor brouzab with & aey atreosrhera.
& large mumber of liswtersuts nnds their apnerrance, and tleiyr Plotoons
were on the way. ‘hwen the ¢ld {toocters returne” from the Chaistnae
holideys it wes dowm to "brass tacks'!, Intensified training bhaman,

i
i In the last quarter of selanda: ‘re:z 1065, +he Pirst had lost
3
%

"-‘;1 - Committees were formed to troin the new troomers during thejr AI7:
U - commitiees to teach weapons, tactics, maintenance and other esceatiel

combat skills,

From 18-25 Jamiary, a brerl: was taken while: the Squadron vndervert
its ennusl AGT insoection, ccnducted hy Headquarters, ist U, S, Aimiy.
At this time the Scuadron was still critically shicrt of personnel, and

most of its vehicles had been in adninistrative stvorage for monthe,
1 Despite this +he AGI team was harcd pressed to fin2 cefivciencies and
- _ the Squadroa recszived an overall rating of excellent,

Braced their svccess with the insneetions, the "First of the
e - . d ’ T -
Blackhorse® contimied its mrerarshion Tor AIT and cadre trzining wrntil
L - ’ p=1
2l Februory. The week of 21-25 Fahruary found gvery trooper in the
Squadron activsly enzzz2d in ATT, .

a 3

1 Hereh 4, 1965, 75 2 memorable fuv for the Sowséren, Taic s ke

1 . dey on which the Elec'liorse Regiment received its lomg-aweited offizicl
T elert for Vieotnem, ALIT iraining continuec, but now ot a fever piich, )

On into the menth of March the troopers trained in.every aspect of combat,
with primery emphasis on vhat was to be needed in Vietnam,

Hoanvhile other ectivities wore being planmned. Premerations
for extensive field tr:zining ~t Camn Pickett s Virginiz began, The
. Squedron was reorgenized wnder TOZ 17-55 (M) with ~n -uthorized stroagth
of forty-six Officers, six "arrant Officc's and 1052 enlisted men,
Major changes included the delction of the tank from the Armored Cavali
Plotoon, the cddition of the ACAV, ‘rmored Cavalry Asscult Vehicle,

aine per Cavalry Pl-toon, end replocenent of the 105m Hew'%zer by the

155mn howitzer. The now howitzer wes nob w2dsived vmsil. Jomury 2947, The end
result gove the Scuadron 101 ACAV's, %7 Me48A3 Saxdes, & M-209 howitzers,

2 .73 helicopters, cnd two KU.13 gm shins,

The ACAV, a mocified !-113 s the oy weamon. It is a versatile
vehicle vhich has proven highly effective in Victarm end is couinned
with a "hord-lit® consisting of two i:50 machine guns ~rith crmored oun
shields, one on eitacr side of the vehicle, and & .50 ecliber mochino
gun with curola. A1l cround coverzze by fire is cormlete rith the Tive
men crew: traclk commander, driver, 2 machine gumers, grenadier/obscrrse,




-

T,

v

5

NPEEY KR T T

R

2

K o il A

L%

e

LT

P R

VS~ IRE IR T

b

{' . .
-~ . ' &8 Feburry and ltrch passed so also nassed all of the ATT

\- wiiech could H» done at Fort onde, % first Jizht on = bithar ccld
o day, 26 lrpch, Lthe MEiszy o2 4 Tlocthorea” movad ouk fron their

| home base bound fer Cemp Pickel%, nenr Blaclghone s Virginia, Tanks,

\ howitzers and other trnacl eruinmens Tad besn shianed coys Hafore by
i truclks and reil, Tho nove s sma Iy eerddosed rnd LIT eontimred
tet Tickett n the form of ton’s gum ery, howvitier ond mertas arcuwan
treining, The Squodon.foiloved on ericustivy schecule havinz the added .
responsibility for curliftrins a1l wonll, horll cere and narter orows in Regineri,
The last main gun ton's sovnd wert ST Tenge <n 21 Apeil, And a3

- N
usurl, the “First of the Zlaskhoras! iag first.  In the taxmt cunnary
grer A1l secre, lLigh tonk

=3

camnetition the Squudroa hod tho highest
compcny ond high ton: nlatoon,

The 5th of May is traditionally the Diceliorse Orrantzation Do, )
L8 was a pertliomnlarly notororthy day for ko “First of +hs Placlhorset,
The man who wos to Jead the Squadvon into comdat assmmed Cormmd,
At 2 ceremony on the Carp Pickett porede {2:ld, comend of the First
passed fron LTC Xock to LTC Martin D, Howell, 055192, who had ks

.
AR Q. BEagen

. serving as the Blackhorse Regimentsl Excentive 0fizer sinss 1 March,

E TR S 1A

Under its ncv cormcnder » the Scuadron begen an iutensi

ha nsiva naried
of Micld Treining Excreises, Embasis vez placed 1mon the develonnond

of tactics siitable for Viotnar » Troiming begen ~t souad leovel ~ad
Procceced through niatoen rad trodp training cnd Hosts., AL a staaly
grind tho Scurcron to~ined. nizght 2nd <oy develoning now Cavalry d2airine
as it wvent. Tvery wan reslized tho importonee of the training. As
the Cavelry Troons sni Ton® Comeny tienined, the mén of the Heritzar
Battery fired theis 10%m Scif Proveiled Horitzers, and trained contimicusiy
in night occupitions, road mirches, aip shcots, divoct fire, coumtor.

rgoney onc other nhases, Thei: troining culninated in o Dattore v
ATT which c-rned a rcting of oxcollont, and won the praise of all theumrires,
Tho FIX's culmin~ted 3h the Scuafronts ATT which took nlace fron 24 to
27 June, On this test, the Squodron reccives o reiing of "ecmbot readyt
and on adjoctivial rotings of svrorior or oxcellcat in every dngle nlese,
2gcin tops in the Reginent, e

Upon comletion of these tests, tic Scuscron naeled i%3 acuinmont
and convoyed becl: to Fort ioode, closing on the oftarncen of 2° Juna,
Fron the tinc tho Squodron closed ot Port leede vntil the novoment to
Vietnam began, the 0f9icors and Troopors ongoged in ittenuivwe Seatical
troining with the nev Armored Cavelry Asscult Vol

icle, the 1506 rifia,
}-60 nachine gun and in the uso of szuch items as the’ strrlight device -
ané sniporscope. In addition %o oxhavstive troining, o1l records ’
wero storod, a1l indivicusls processed for POR aueld ™ '

eelification, anc vohiales,
wecpons anc equipnent nacled n~nd lcaced for novonont oversess.

Then ceme the long awmited lecves, the last minute packing, an?
forowells, On $ ivgust the cdvence Perty begen'its mowe by afr Ho
Viotnom, - The- neinbedy—moved—hy
to bocrd the UTHS Doniel I, Sultan,

oy Thrto Oallond, Colifornia, 1719 Aizush
At thirty ninutes nast midnicks 2
© -20 dugust 1966, the Gencrst—Sultan steazod-out,

-
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‘Tho sevontoen Ciy ¥oyage was a busy one. Troining wes conduchod

v 8ix doys e recl: end included first aid, nlatoon “nfl tooop tactiecs,

KaXe)

lessons lcarncd by other witts, lanuage traiaing, eivil 2flarrs and .
woapons, Jn their shore time treoncrs cnjored micvice, gones and reading,
Physcizl troining yos stressel writh ‘oo thirt? nmiacte socesions of
e~listhenics @nily. Another ~snect s the niphtliz scminore for Cfficers
and sonior (TO's conCucted 7 Uolonol ifowoll o Mln goinst Fire®,
Lueky Fomrrd", "Combat Leossona® ond "Aftor action Renmoris off tha

v
The "First of the Dlaccrss? ied the Regiment ashere ay Vimg Tau,
Republic of South Vicinam cn the morping of 7 Senterbsr 1956, Tue
Meninentel Colors thich hind been sscured by the First sines axlarkation
were »rouvdly unfirled and prescented to Celonel Willicm W. 2abb, tho
Regincnt:-1l Corrwnder, Colonel Cobl bid tle First fearowell ot Saz
Froncisco and mot then at Vung Teou,

Y.

The unit noved into the stoging crea ot Teong Dizhy Sein Toa
Provinco, b 2ir ané closed ~t 2120 hours the seme duy., W prorarstisn
noce by the Alvonce Porty cllowed the men to move immoliatoly into tonts
in the Troop cross and utilize 1lzirine ond chever facilitics. The
followring day, & Scptember, tho Squadion assumed seiweiliy of tua staging
creon es the remainder of the Blaclficrse Regiment closed,

ha)

- Dardng § Soptonbor to 27 Sontenier, the Souadwon receivad its
ocuipnont and vrhicles ond nronared for counter-inszgeaey omercilons,
During this neriod, cexteusive combat potrcelling ves doae cnd all woaocus
test fired. ’ ‘

-

In order to furiher acclimnte Moy individucis to mombed operiiicns,
over 100 Officers cnd fon-Comissioncd OifTicors we2 sent to the 1
Scuadron of tho Ath Cavelry, lst Infontry Divisicn, located ot Lol Ihao,
~nd the 3rd Squrdron, 4th Cavelry, 25th Infentry Division, located of
Cu Chi, to cccompany thesc units on ccibat operctions. Tae expericnco
goined on those visits by these Officers and aon -roved ©o be quite
[S) - - £S

" wvalucblo in combot, It wes during these-operctions that the Regiment
- rocoived its first Purple leart, aworded to Sgt. Tdst of € Trocp.

On tho 25th of Septomber, the 3guadiron conducted the Regimentis
first nmission, The lazirent s to cseert an Engincer Cormany from
Long Binh to Dicn Moo . At 0700 howrs the ccmver, lod hy -Coloncl Terell
and Lt, Carnenter, of 3 Troom, nranily crosscd tie Lino of demarturc,
The First of the Dlocklworse hod throwm dowm its gnumtlot. On 27, 20 o

phale) eoct for €7

vehicles of types runging fron erones to truehs of oll Hads, The
onerctions were conducted successfitly withcut loss of nersomal or
couipncnt and cleorly dononstrcoted the versctility of the molificd

TOE vncer viich the "1th Caveiry is orgraized. The nine ACAV!s in cach
nlatoon werc ablo to sccuve tihie comvoys despite their groat lenzth ~nd
veriety of-vohielesy—iue-borzain.cnd vegototicn vlons the monts oifercd
mmerous opportvnitics for ~mbush cnd snining, but tho Viet Cong failel
. to accopt the challenge. :
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‘ Fram 1 Cctober to 4 October, the cntire Deng o1 Seasitive 'rea
.. was socurcd by the clenents of o1l units of the Scuadron. Thoe aracs

tand Instoallcotions sccured br the "First of the Blaskhorze® irmeluded

the Hoadquertors of I TFicld Forces, cnd the vital Bion FHoo & Dase.
This oncretion demonstrotel that secusity onwwations covering lorsze
end important -rees cowld e successivlly cormicld out by the Armored
Cevalry Scucdron, From 5 October tmtil © Octeober, ths Sguadron centinued
to -repare for its initicd nejor mission of clesring and securilg

-1 the area in vhich the Regimeniol Dase wvms to te construstzd, lerizl
comisted and tectical

recomaissance missiors of the Bose Cemp orea wsre,
treining wos conducted ir rrcperation for the neve.
. i

. i
On 10 October, the Scuncron 1ms bleced under the operatioral
control of the 173xd Airberne Brigede, to norticinate in Cperetion
®Robint, This mission s to securs a 20 kilcreler norticn’ of Dovhe
15 for convoys bringing zcme 4000 troops of the 3rd Feizule, Auh
Infantry Division, 23 they moved fiom %thzir dshorlxticn naipt ot
eads

Vung Tau, to their Base Camp ot Besr Cat, cloxt 15 kilomelers wotlth
of Bien Hoa,

During this operation the "First of the Flockhorsze® ciscovered
end destroyed over 75 tumnels dug i te Viet Cong ir areas cdjo
to Mighwr-y 15, "Mile cxzeuting this mission, A Trocn and C Ticor
bocame the provd conters of Vigh Ceng erossbouws, the Iirst weapo

ccptured by the Dogiment in Vietnom. Ssavch end clurr opasraiions

wore conducted sitwiicneously :-ith the route scevrity missicns, During
Operation "Robin", the vigilonece and cg-ressive —atroliing concuctod

by the First of #"r Rlralheorac resuitod In ol —crsonnal nad eovip~
mont of the 3rd Drigede crrivirng ot their destinttion safely o inihodh
ineideat, and won the -weisc of BG Prud F, Smiwth, CG, 17%0d Afberre
Brigado, cxiressced in the form of o ~lague itk ticse words cngraved

"To lst Squcdron, 11t Armored Cavelry Rogimcnt frem 173rd Adrborno
Brigado (Sep) in appreciction cf vour decdicated sum-ort éuring Cnerahion

Robin, Repbulic of South Victnam, 10-17 October 1944F,

. Tho Seundron rotwrned to the stasing arca on 17 October, ~nd at
the scmo time reccived the cogerly aweitied nouys to prencre for cxccution
of Oporaticn MAtlanta®, the iission to clecaer ond sccure the Negimental
Base Comm creoc acar Long Gizo, on Route 2 south of Fuan Lec, Mnel
proparations wers made cnéd tho nen lended thoir wolhicles feor wni Docame
¥nown as thoe "Big Hove', .

. . .

4 night move wms chosen., Thals would tele the VO by suvrprisc,
would show other allicd units thct &rmor was rcady to disnhute the rrth
of YC nisht sunrenccr, and would enchble suspected VO homlots to he
surrounded in d:rlness, The Scuséron begrn its move L 0220 hours en
20 Octobor, This wos the first mojor nigat move by o lorge crnored unit
in tlo war cgainst the Vict Cong; the norch of over 50 siTomcters wos
oxocuted with such soneed ond efiicicnev thot the vill-ges to be elacrel
in the croa near the new Brise Comm were swrrounded b drytreclz, The
villages were clecred b 1000 hours with six Viet Cong suspscis comiumre?,

. mmorous tumiols destroyed :nd two road blocks cestrored., The Squrdeaa
then sccurcd the Dosc Comp crcc ond nrencred for asgressive patiroiiisy
end clocring onerctions in the aveo,

4 : .
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Loss then 24 howrs ciffter crrivil ob the Bosc Com, tho "First
of tho Blceclhorse® wes ogoin oa the nove. Trocen B moved 15 kilometors
south of the Dusc Crop rad in -~ socrch énd cresr nission, copituwred the
noginuntst!s first Viat Cong "=ith uonen, ¥Wict Gong Mlitory Orders
end Vict Cong nropngonda leuflots, 3 wroved of great indelligenes

_v-luve, cnd the Scucdron recelvel Ll mersorcl thacnts of 1f Forece ¥V

Corriondor, LIG Joauctlcin 0. Seonca,
M e

Until 3 ¥ovemb , the Jcundren continuad Jporcticn WAL naba¥
with gordon cad scurch operciionz, ~nd omlush noicols tirouphon
doylight -nd drrlnoss to the naximm cxbont comenstrate with owr

A

mission, Incrry contocel &rming this noriol ves spemdie, mo'nl7 sniners.

The #First of the Blecrthorss® commeneed Oncrekicn MAlbnguorguce”®
at 0315 hours, 4 Fercmbor, 'hen the Srualron cordared ~né scerchod
AP SUOI CAT cand 3 cdicining suspectod Vo hrmiobs, Tour corfinmed 70

”

woro captwred., If wes comfinuad with the cticechnent of Botiony C.
tglion, 35th Srtilleory and Hwo compenics frorm the 10%h ARV

2nd Baticlion, 35th ‘rtillorg ! Buo compon ror, the 10%h ARV

Division, ®Subseruont te the cordoning of the viilrmgas, tie Filas

]

with its cttachncnts moved to ceocblish combet bosws nerth (nd soxth

‘of Gol Roy, The Squodion conducted scoreh cnd cleT encrations noutheast
of Goi Ry, ond between Gei oy cand Vo Dab for the nert thoce fora,

vhile the lst Scu~dron Lovitzer Brbiory and 0/2/35% drti‘lery fired

on suspects VO t-rgets throughout tho crea, Durinmg thiz »naricd some
sdnr firo wes mectived, hoiueror, no nojor conboch s mode,

-At 1100 hours, the Scvadren reesived codors for o ncw mission,
It wes to go to tiic ossistitnee of the "Big Red One®™ vhich wms heovily
oageged in Oporation #Attlchoro', Tan movo fer Gi~ Roy %o Loi The,
a distoneo of more than one hundred miios, with over 140 wohicles,

.was comlatoed within soven hours withowt ths loss of o singlo wchiele.

This movs convinced dounters of the vrlue of Armos in Victnom, The
Squadronls mission ms to perform crec and route security, cnd nrovide
tho llcady eaction Foree for tie lst Infontry Divislon during Ouestion
BAttloboro", During tids fzcorction, units of “he Ieuncron roporhod
sporadic VO cctiviiy which included sev-ral mortor atiacks and

sniping incidonts, On 19 Favombor, the "First of 4he Dlockhorse’
wont®to OPCON of the 173rd Adrborne agrin.. The miszgion, cxizicatieon

of the Brigcle from 14nh Thanh wubher olonbotinon. Fae extricotion

route lod throush heowrily infested VC country whick hal boon the snenc
of the § June and § July cmbushkes, &% 1715 howws w 1§ loveaier, mide
noving to Minh Thnnh, Ist dlctcon =T Toory A roeatm® sutonstic twonins

fire from ¢ V€, The plotoon retwmned fire, Milled fhe V5 ~nd ceptured
his woapon, The cscort mission w~s cceormlisicd oz the 20th withond
loss of lifo, .\ corm-nad dotoncted mine howover, wes dotoactod vhich

rogulted in gix US WIL oné doungo to an-404V, Tho dotountor ims Milliode

During "Attlcboro" the Scroiron jnitiated "Thrmder Duns' durirg oOn
hours of dorlmess vhich cecounted for the significmmt absenes of mirins
clong Route 13. & FThunder Nun® is night movonernt of o comdincd 4o wmilily
forco vhich fires E & I with 90m comnister, 7.62 mchinequns ~nd 179 1D

into suspected cnemy crcas on hoth sides of o mejar routc. The offcctita.

ness has since beon proven meny times, }

5



, o The Squadron s veleased from Omer:tion "ittlehoro" on 20
. . Hovember, end given the nissi-n of tronsparting 2nd escorting clements
" ‘'of the 173rd Airhorne Brigade from Minh Trinh o Phroe Khenh, After

1 ~the delivery of the 173r iirborne Lrisae, Treap £ and Llovs baes Battery
contimied on to the 3ase Cerm s~nd -ramz nlaced wiler Cnoratioral Control-
of the 2nd Sruwrcron as reinforcem nt £1> Zese Camp seeurity. Scuedron (=)
closes to the old steging crec of Louz Zinh ~nd weve bedding dom for

.. the nizht wien vord come of a new reircaent-cacorh of a L0 wehicle

", convoy fron the steging aree to the Sase Cemp, T, Xeltuer!s Tivst

B nletoon of Cherlie Troop wos given the assigrmenst, :

. At 0930 hours, the columm moved owt. A% 1025 houm's, Liewncnont
W . Teltnerts column begon receiving intense all 27ms e=d avtenotic
weepons fife ot coordirates IT 285099, Lt Holnce moved into zciiore
delivering firs on the enemy, reorganizing the convay, and crrorging

4 care ond evacuation of the wounded., LTC Towell irmz@iatels crecrod

B Troon C, Troon B and Company D o meva resnectively, Troop L ond Mg
1tzor Batiery, still under oporationsl control of 2nd Squacdren, wero
alerted and moved to o summoriing position south of Onh Cuc  The
torrain aroumd the ambush zone was covered with dense beanans grovas
ond; jungie to the souvth of the highuey ond high clephent ~vase to the

[<ad e
north, The cmbush colunn was now boing hit by heevy zutemntic vuepons
= - recoilless rifle, RPG-2 rocket cné mortar fire. Enomy positicrs irore

©long both sides of the rozd, some as close o8 threce meters.,  Jn less
than thirty mimuites the rosction foree covered the thirty ldlomecter
distcnece and denloyed in nounted sweens to both 4ne north ard scuth.
 Artillery cnd cirstriles vere simuitencoualy cclled im,  Gunships

from the Regimentcl Aviction scetion were alse eirborme, The crtillory
end ainstriles bogca secling the arecs while the trooms conductad their
swoeps, Imediate roaction 2nd heavy rir@ power emnlzyed by <he cscerd
vohicles plus the cuick rccction of the rest of the Srucdron minimized
U8 ecamunltios and rosnlted in %he VG brocling corntzct cnd fleoing to tle
south., A 57mn rccoilless rifie, 3 ATA nuchino-guas, = morter, an M1,
& cordite, S7vm cxmmmition, mertor emrunition, groncdes ond hundreds

of rovnds of smell arms arrmwmnition were centured, VG losses were 38
MA, vorifizd by body count, ~nd cn estimeted 100 voumied, Tie Squcdron
hed four T4 ond scventoen WIA, ‘

Tho Scuadron cammed cn tihe bettleficld and conducted crtengive
socrel of tho arse before returaing to the Base Coarmp #o resvme Operciicn
PAtlonte®, , . : :

Thanksgiving Dey found the Scundron in Basc Comm enjeying Celicous:
turkey dinmors, The colm wes iaterrnted vhen o nlztosn from Troop 3
ves sent to Goi Roy on o show of force, Thot night txs Base Camp wes

mortared, It was an indicciion of things to comc.

-
(8

Tho last month of 1966, cnoned with o beng. Tae Soundron o combah

~ tosted ond nroved it on thc sceond Giy ¢ the month, Trcop B, rcinforca,
wos socuring on cngineor onarry site at Goi Doy on Higiwy 1, At FS2 100 N PN LR Rt
1500 hours o e6m7oy of 2 4643 tormks, 2 AGAY's erd 2 smoly tricks devnried
from Baso Comp on o routine resupnly rim %o Goi Ror. The convey wos
camionded by 1st Lt Wilbort Rocoscvich, Platdon Leader cf Coxz._y D, Just
Ecst of AP Suoi Cit ot coordincios IT 595084, the convey wos aabushed by ¢
reinforcod battelion of Viet Cong, apnr zinctely 600-8W0 nersaanel, LIO

. Zowoll zlorted the recction forces as soon &s Iieﬁtenm' Redosevich

reportod thoet his colwin wos being hit by 4 lurge forss, Troop B

N
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4 1.
R IR \ro:.ction forces -t Goi Joy sned to the scene cnd croived within ’?en
4. ¢ - lpimates., The Scu-croa ecetion forze, led by Comony D, moved with
. ' govon afmutes ~nd ~rrived -t the Xxtilc creci4dn less tixn twenty-Iive
. imtmutes, horing covorod thirty Milensiors-of rovgh rond. The Squacront's
olenonts swen threunch liac crom ral sigreseivelv marrsuad the aony ,
. through tho donsc jungle om both sidss of the rond.  Irtilicry -nd cir-
- gtrikos woro ealled in to scrl o”f the escome roules, By derl: tho
1 onomy hod brokon contoct, It wes o signific-nt vietory for tle "First
of the Blockhorsc! ond ~n ~wescno :dofo-t for the YW, Viect Cong losscs
- wore 99 KIA, verificd by body count, 3 cabiurcd, 2ind cn estimctod
4 . 100=150 cdditioncl Xxilled or wounded. Wempons of cil descriptions
RE waro gathored fron the bittleficld to iaclude o 75 recoillcse rid
the first to be coptured by US Forces in Viectnma, The Squadron lin
KIAts ~nd only 17 wounded, most of vhon roturnod to duty within o
d-".'.‘,'SQ

2 Q. ct |

]

1c,
no
ow

i

Hy D

Noxt c:mn one of the most sucecnss™h of the Firshl!s opor +i~ms-
DAV TAM 81, This operntion wes to seccure the rice harwest ¥n the Vo
Det-Vo Xu ~wca, Tho Squ-rdon wes given additioncl missions to sceure
tho route fron Suoi Cct to Tonh Linli, securce cagincer worlk oarties,
=nd eonduct so-rch ::nd destrov op-rotions north of the Lo i'gn River.
Additionlly, the Squndron acsured tho niecion of renniring the nir-
1- strine ot Vo Dot and Thonh Linh, To necormmlish these missions the
1 37 Brttalion, 1A ANVF Division wes cttached, norlding rnother first
4 for tho Regimcnt, cad anlqrging the comrnd to ~lmost 20C0., The First
doeidod to zo rorta of the Le Fzo River, hereotofore o VO scactucry,
Atteched congincers bozoa werk to roinforce the bridsge ost of Vo Xu,
On tho 15th, thc ACAV!s rumbled neross clonz with the 3/43 Reginent
- fern tho 10th “IV¥ Division, Riee, rice, 2nd norc rico wes found-
1 e totcl of 170 tomns, 980 of vhich were ev-cuted to District Head- |
- cu~rtors .ot Vo Dot by Chinool: and ACAV, Threc VO wore ~lso killed.

1.

q _
g On tho 24th, tho "First of the Blackhorse® mulled iato o porimeter
. for tho Christm:s truce. All tho troons.cnjoved Christn~s dinmer -3

L
-

woll o8 cn cbundoneo of enld beverages. Grouns of loerl childern wero
ontertnined, Christns nrosonts, rcecived fron v-rious civie orgrniz~tions
in COMUS, wore distributcd -nd tho spirit ~f the holidcy socson wos

not dnrloned by the signs of wer,

On 26 Daocenbor, ot first light, the Squadron crossed the Lo
Ng~ rivor cgrin, Both mountod ~nd disnownted ~atrels swept the area’ .
end discovored nnothor 30.tons of rice rhich wes cvecuctad to Vo Dot
cend 3 moro.VC bit tho dust, ‘

¥Tho truo vrluc of the oncrction enmrt be mecsurod in nilitor—

.. objoctivies nlono, E~uclly importont 2s the Viet Cong wérnons e~ptured,
+ tho Besc Crups destro-ed, cnd tho scven Viot Cong Milled, wore the '
£~r rocching bonefits of the op: ation on the civilicn populace,..
tho porforn-nes of the commrnd wns ceven more rem-rkeble in light of
last yocrs operatica in the simic aren...with fower troops then utilized
to socure the rice horvest last yeor, the 1lst Scundren socured nore

- nilitery objoetives, constructed bridgss, oncned the rozds of the ~rea

e

7
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" for civilian traffic, recpened and reconstructed sirfields and in
generel ovm-shadowed previous Free Werld ‘xilite.ry Forces eflorts
\‘\ in thet region”, 1 , .

\ On 30 December, the 'Fhs‘ cf the Blackhorse® returned to the
Base Camp, proud of its achievements and confident of its futcure,

!

!
!
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1 Colonel Williem W, Cobb, Letter, Headqusrters 1lth Armored
Cavalry Regiment, dated, 28 Jonuery 1957.
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IESULTS OF SQUADROIT ATT

-®

Adjectivel Ratings:

' - - ATT 17-105 lodified
. - 240700 Juna 65-271000 June 1965

PIIASE I lovement to and Occupation of Combat Base

1st Squ~cdron .

Headcurrters & Ileadquarters Troop
" T2oop A

Troop B

Troop C

Company D

Eowitzer Battery

/PHASE II Ilarassment

1st Squadron
Beadquarters & Headgucrters Troop
Troop A
Troop B

- Troon C

- Company D
- - ~..lowdtzer Dattery

PHASE III Police Cperctions
lst Squacion
Headquertors & Headquertsrs Treop:
Troop A
- - Troop B
- Troop C

Hovitzer Battery

PIASE IV Offensive Operations
‘1st Squedron :
Headquarters & Headquorters Troop
Troop A
Troon B
Troop C
-Company D
Howitzer Bottery

OVERALT, RATIIG
1st Squadron
Headcquorters & leadquerters Troop
Troop- A
Trocp B
Troop C
Company D
Dowitzer B-tiery

“Exnellent
Excellent
Excellent

- Excallent

Excelland
Excellent
Sorior

" Excellent

Excellens
Izeellent
Zxeellent
Exrellent
Exrellent
Fxcellent

Excellent
Ixcellent
Lxcellent
Ixcellent
Excellent
Excellent
Excellent

Excellent
Ixcellent
Excellent
Txcellent
Excellent
Excellent

_ Excellent

~

Excellent
Zxeellent
Areellent
Zxcellent
Excellent
Excellent

" Excellent



R
s

RN

RN

1 Apr 66

1 Jan 66

',

1 Jul 66 -

1 Oct 65

/

-31, Dec 66

R

456

OFF 31
WO 2
EM 333
OFF 31
0 2
EM 402
OFF 48
w4
EM 1128
OFF 50
W .
EM 1057
OFF 48
w4
B{ 1071

w
EM

1052

)
1052

46
§

1052

45
6

1052

"1, On 1 Jan 66 the 1st Squacron was organized wnder TOIE

2. Effective 22 lavch 1956 the lst Scuacron wes reorganized
under TO2E 17-55(1) per GO 12, lq Ft, leade, with avthorized strengths:

V _ 17-55E with authorized strength of:

46 Officers
6 Yarrant Officers
950 Enlist=d len

46 Officers
8 Varront OfTicers
1052 ZInlisted len




