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ABSTRACT

CONFEDERATE CAVALRY AT CHICKAMAUGA - WHAT WENT WRONG? by
MAJ Lawyn C. Edwards, USA, 206 pages.

This study investigates General Braxton Bragg'’'s use of
cavalry during the pivotal Tullahoma and Chickamauga
Campaigns, As army commander, Bragg was responsible for
organizing units, selecting commanders, and assigning
missions. His decisions had significant impact upon the
tactical and operatioral fortunes of the Army of Tennessee
and on Confederate strategy.

First, this investigation defines the unique heritage
of American cavalry. Second, it addresses the actual
employment of cavalry in the United States of America. Did
these roles coincide with those of European cavalry? Did
available army and cavalry leadership play a crucial part in
the successes and failures of Confederate plans? Do the
careers of GBenerals Bragg, Wheeler, and Forrest offer clu:s
to their efforts at Chickamauga? Also, how did the elements
of national power (political, military, economic,
geographic, and national will), contribute to Confederate
cavalry performance?

This study concludes that blame is to be shared between
the commanders involved and the system within which they
fought. This study presents an in depth view of the
performance of Confederate cavalry in this "victory" at the
"River of Death'.
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Introduction

This thesis has deep roots in a life-long thirst for
knowledge on the War Between the States, the American Civil
War. For my family, this was not & Civil War. No one
fought or sided with the North in any of my four ancestral
lineages. Interestingly enough, my wife’'s family can say
the same. These people lived so far back in the Georgia and
Al abama woods that they probably did not even know any
"Yankees", much less understand Yankee ideas and WayS. In
my great—-great grandfather Louis Trawick's family, ten
brothers went off to war. 0One came home; it was not Louis.

Also, in today’'s modern army, I am a cavalryman, having
served both in the air and on the ground.' I have spent my
career learning the employment of light, fast-moving,
hard-hitting cavalry forces whether they consist of MS5S5S1
Sheridan Assault vehicles, M3 HBradley Cavalry Fighting
Vehicles, OH-58 Scout helicopters, or AH-1 Cobra attack
helicopters. Though a small part of the US Army’'s forces,
cavalry units guard the forward deployed forces and will
most likely be the firat to fight in a full-scale war.
Whether or not they are properly manned, equipped,
organized, and led will certainly play a large part in US
Army success in any such war. Learning from operations of
the past may prepare me for those of the future. Certainly
at the level where cavalry plays its largest role, the US

Corps, the operational art of battle is in effect.




Cavalry units have historically been, and still are,

almost always vastly outnumbered. Nevertheless, cavalry
units today must successfully play their role in the battle
with the ultimate goal being to win the battle in the
covering force area. We must win from the outset.

Cavalry units did play a role in the great Civil War
battle of the Western Theater, Chickamauga. Cavalry units
were available for employment before the active fighting
started in the campaign, through the battle, and during its
aftermath. Chickamauga, however, was an.1n+antry fight.
The tangled undergrowth and woods kept use of artillery and
mounted cavalry options very restricted. Glenn Tucker said
that Chickamauga was "mere ground that few had ever heard
of, much of it near worthless ground that lay uncultivated,
vine-strewn, thicket-matted,—--stretches that had never known
a saw or heard the ring of the axe of man."* Looking at a
map of the battlefield and recalling this statement makes
one wonder whether there were a cavalry mission here. Yet,
Confederate cavalry units were present and made a
contribution. Did their presence contribute to Union
defeat? Could they have given more? Why were their uses
and accomplishments so limited if they could have done
better?

General James M. Gavin of World War Il fame wrote in
1934 that he was not convinced that the army knew what it
was doing with current cavalry operations. He said, "What

we now need, as a nation, is an understanding of the past
2




that can be converted into tactics and battle hardware, and
give its soul back to the cavalry."*® However, the trend
which has culminated in the current J-Series Tables of
Organization and Equipment (TOX%E) in the US Army, has been
away from General Gavin's desired objective. Current
doctrine has emasculated the divisional cavalry squadrons
with the intent of making them light-weight reconnaissance
units only. Many suspect that their ability to develop the
situation is limited, thereby restricting their usefulness
to a division commander.

Conversely, at the operational level, the armored
cavalry regiment of an army corps is one of the strongest,
most versatile organizations in the hiastory of warfare.
This organization is not only well manned and equipped but
it honestly has the ability to hurt an enemy.

The US Army adopted the doctrine of Air Land Battle in
the 1980°'s.™ The idea was to gain and maintain the
initiative. The intention was to hit the enemy hard on the
battlefield and deep behind the lineas. He must be hit
continually until he can no longer hold his army together,
This doctrine called for a commander of strong fiber who had
his ultimate goal in mind and who, by personal leadership,
imbued his whole army with his confidence and will to win.
Continuous operations require almost superhuman effort,
because winners get just as tired as losers. However, when

using tactical maneuver and effort to gain the national
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objective, extra effort even when tired pays off with great
reward.

Chickamauga was a battle in which the Confederate army
was the clear victor on the field. The Chickamauga
campaigns, however, were not a Confederate victory.
Retreats, tactical setbacks, and losses of territory
demonstrated the poor Confederate perf - nance in the
maneuver phase of the battle. The aftermath was even worse.
Chickamauga, the clear battlefield victory, was nothing but
a hollow victory, wasted because the commander cast away its
successes. Tactically, Chickamauga was a superb victory.
Operationally, Chickamauga was a loss. Confederate
leadership lost sight of its goals and its cavalry played a
large role in the defeat.

The operational level of war, campaigns as opposed to
just battles, is the level at which the Confederacy lost the
battle of Chickmauga. The operational art of war takes the
goals and political aims of a country and converts resouces
available into plans and orders for military campaigns.® In
the Chickamauga campaigns, the military forces of the Army
of Tennessee should have been employed in a series of
maneuvers or battles designed to fulfill the well-planned
goals of the army commander. As one campaign neared
completion, whether defensive or offensive, the commander
should have known what to do next to further his goals.
These rapidly executed follow-on campaigns should cause the

greatest possible hurt to the enemy.




While the commander plansg his campaigns, he should also
decide when he will give battle and on what terrain. If he
feels the need, he can decline battle at any point, planning
to fight on his own terms and terrain at a later date. He
should strenuously identify the strengths and weaknesses of
his enemy, as well as those of his own army. He should
protect his weaknesses and exploit his strengths. He should
go for the enemy’'s jugular -- his center of gravity -- and
avoid his enemy’'s strengths.

To accomplish his goals, the commander must plan
constantly. He must keep himself well informed and
protected. Information gathering and security are the job
of the cavalry. The commander must organize, equip, and
train his cavalry to accomplish what he desires and then let
them go do the job. He must also put to use what they bring
him.

According to FM 100-5 in May 1986, the bperational
level of war '"requires the commander to answer three
questions:

1) What military condition must be produced in the
theater of war or operations to achieve the strategic goal?

2) What sequence of actions is most likely to
produce that condition?

3) How should the resources of the force be
applied to accomplish that sequence of actions?"S

The third question, as it pertains to the Army of

Tennessee'’'s cavalry, is addressed here, General Bragg

a




employed his forces in a manner which allowed him to fail
operationally. The consequences of his actions reflected
the haphazardness of his planning. Hopefully, a lesson will

be learned for future operations and future commanders.®
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tGlenn Tucker, The Hattle of Chjickamauga (Jamestown,
Virginia: Eastern Acorn Press, 1987), p. G.

2James M. Gavin, "Cavalry =-- And I Don’'t Mean Horses",
Harper 's Magazine, April 1994, pp. S54-60.

*J.8. Army, FM 100-5, Operations, May 1986, p. i-ii.

*Ibid., p. 1@.
Slbid.

cIn this study there are numerous references to the
units of the Union and Confederate armies. The Union army
began early in the war to number corps and divisions. Corps
were most often called by the number assigned to them.
Divisions were sometimes referred to by their numbers but
most often by the commander 's name. In the Confederate
army, no attempt was made to number units at any level.
Throughout the war, all units were named after their
commanders. As the commanders changed, usually the name of
the unit changed. References to units in this paper
generally use the proper names of the units. Therefore,
Confederate units "sizes" are capitalized. Union corps are
capitalized when their numerical designation is used. When
the commanders name is used to denote the possessive, ' the
unit size is not capitalized, no matter the side or the
size.




CHAPTER QONE

American Cavalry Tradition and Tactics

The American cavalry experience is not built upon the
European model. There were many reasons that America did
not adopt purely European tactics, not the least of which
was that this was America, not Europe. The enormous size of
the country required units to be spread thinly across it.
The settlers simply refused to all band together and go to
one fairly easily protected region. The distance from St.
Louis to Fort Laramie was greater than from the Atlantic to
Berlin, and this was barely halfway to Oregon. 0Only one
country, not numerous principalities, protected this
expanse. Also, the vast majority of the population was in
the East. The threat was to the west.

Up to the 184@°'s, the majority of American emxperience
came from terrain that was less conducive to ca§alry
movement. In the War Between the States, the land east of
the Mississippi River was the principle battlefield. 1In
this area, the land was a jumble of dense forests, numerous
rivers and mountains, and recurrent swamps and junglea. The
large forces of Europe did not repeatedly encounter such
diversity of terrain featurea,

Because the land was 3o large, the business of resupply
was enormous also. Wagons moving enough supplies to provide
for large bodies of cavalry formed trains impossibly long
due to forage requirements of their own. Unpopulated

regions did not allow the availability of provisions or

8




establishment of supply magazines as was done in Europe.
The Revolutionary War provided very limited experience with
warfare of the intensity which required such logisitical
operationsa, !

In experience, the American army was essentially &
frontier constabulary, a police force. It was accustomed to
fighting in the American way, not the enormous European way.
This American way of war called for chasing down small bands
of Indians, patrolling enormously long trade routes, and
performing unending guard duty. In addition, they were not
particularly adept at fighting Indians. However, they
certainly had even less experience at command and employment
of units larger than a company in conventional European
" conflicts. What they did not need or use, they did not
practice or learn.=

Another factor even more involved:in American cavalry
traditions was that Americans had an intense dislike for
large standing armies. Originally, this may have developed
from their experience with the large British army stationed
in the colonies before the war. Colonists called this army
"oppressive" even though it very often was called upon to
defend colonial lives against internal (Indians) and
external (European) foes. The truth is more likely to be
the fact that Americans did not like the cost of a standing
army any more then than they do now. They really did not
complain about the British until Parliament taxed the

colonies to pay for the troops. Standing armies cost money
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not only when wars are being fought but, also, when wars are
not being fought. To Americans this seemed a waste of good
money.

The habit of raising militia armies only when actually
at war seemed a lot more sensible economically to Americans.
This argument can be further applied to the subject at hand.
Mounted units cost decidedly more to equip, train, and
maintain than do infantry troops. So, Americans always
responded by going the cheaper route. For this reason, the
history and experience of American mounted units was as
sparse as were the units. The significant point here is
that what did not exist could not train itsel+f.

The Europeans probably did not like to pay the enormous
costs of the massive mounted corps extant in European armies
either. However, these countries and érmies were generally
_ruled by one quite autocratic man who could do as he
pleased. He made up his army as he pleased. The poorer
people who were called upon to pay the bill were never
conasulted in Europe. In America, they were consulted and
said, "No".

Amateurs commanded most Civil War cavalry units.
Volunteers, not regulars, manned these unmits. These
amateurs rushed to make up grand and glorious titles for
their units and then made up the drill to go along with the
collection of troops. Many of them had their own way of
doing things and they were not going to let a fancy,

aristocratic, West Pointer tell them how it should be done.
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Many of the amateurs were right. The West Pointers did not
have much background in cavalry operations, either. History
shows that many of the amateurs were extremely successful.
As in all arms or branches of the service, apparently some
cream rose to the top from the professionals and amateurs
alike. Little of this was due to formal tactics and drill.”~
One point here must be brought out, though. The armies
on both sides of the war were made up of citizen-soldiers
who came to fight and then went home after the war was over,
if not before. They were not long-term professionals --
careerists. It is arguable, though, that these were
professional armies, at least not militia armies, by the
middle of 1863. They were certainly not rookies, but rather
well-seasoned veterans. By this time in the war, they
certainly knew their business, knew tactics and drill, and
had weeded out the grossly incpmpetent commanders, wﬁether

they be civilians or professionals.®

Because of these and other factorg, the U.S. Army
developed a distinct cavalry experience. It is quite
evident that Americans did not use cavalry in the Napoleonic
fashion, but rather, in an American fashion. MNapoleon’'s
numerous types of cavalry each had a different function as
unique as their distinctive names. However, more often than
not, the name and function wag subjugated to necessity as
dragoons, hussars, carabiniers, grenadiers, Mamelukes,
chasseurs, lancers, and cuirassiers all charged together.

These units and their mounted charges in battle comprised at

11




times up to & quarter of the Napoleonic army, 10,000 to
25,000 strong. Weapons, terrain, and requirements governed
their usage and their success.®

The effective range of a musket was 100 yards. It
could be fired no more than 3 to 4 times a minute. Massed
cavalry charges afforded a very effective means of routing
an army against such limited firepower. Even then, there
were defenses against cavalry assaults such as the British
square. ®

If the truth be known, Americans did not spend an
inordinate amount of time studying Napoleon’'s cavalry.
However, there were several officers and theorists who did
understand the lessons learned. However, many of the
experiences did not translate well into the American
situation or psyche. Added to the fact that there was
little in common between the wars of 1810 Euroﬁe and 1860
America, was the fact that technology had brought killing to
a more refined and accurate art. The effective range of the
new rifled-muskets against individuals was around S00 yards.
It was up to 1002 yards againat massed targets. Improved
technology should have led to revised tactics. However,
tactical innovation lagged behind technology in the 1840°'s,
at this crucial point in American history. This fact was
not immediately grasped by either the North or the South,
but would play a significant part in the evolution of

cavalry throughout the war.,”




The last major experience Americans had with war was
against Mexico in 1846-1848. In many ways, this war was a
conventional war fought along Napoleonic lines. The
officers who fought this war were, in large part, the senior
commanders during the 1860°'s. They experienced their ‘'view
of the elephant"® in the Napoleonic fashion and they were
quite exceptional in their performance. Cavalry charged in
the Napoleonic fashion, albeit on a much smaller scale.
Units rode, sabers raised, against infantry and artillery
lines at the crucial moment of the battle. Kearny at
Churubusco and May at Resaca de la Falma achieved
overwhelming success. In some minds, this war validated the
tlasasic saber charge. This experience lived on in memory
even as technology changed.”?

However, as the War Between the States began, both
sides envisioned a short fight with little long term effect.
Each side saw a different outcome of this short fight. At
first, neither side recruited many cavalry units. The first
battles fought were almost solely infantry fights.®

When the armies finally organized cavalry units, they
did so on the model of the regular U.S. mounted services of
184@. The mounted missions were the collective experiences
of the Mexican War and the frontier. The manuals followed
by both sides remained those of the pre-Civil War U.S. Army.
Saber swinging cavalry charges came during the war, yet both

sides discovered other uses for mounted men.?!

-
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The mounted charge against formed infantry was a
hallmark of Napoleonic cavalry. Several units tried mounted
charges early in the war with essentially the same results
each time —- no tactical gain and numerous empty saddles.
The Sth U.S. Cavalry lost 60@% at Gaines’' Mill while
converting their own army’'s retreat into a rout. The same
type of events occurred at Chancellorsville, Cedar Mountain,
and Gettysburg. Critics say the failures were due to the
small size of the charging forces. Apologists say failure
was due to the increased volume of accurate firepower from
the infantry formations, much the same reason given for
increased casualties in all facets of combat in this war.'=

Another Napoleonic event, which occurred very seldom in
this war, was the classic large cavalry-on-cavalry melee.
These romantic visions of knighthood were nearly exclusive
to the eastern theater and very limited, Without counting
battles where cavalry was engaged by opposing cavalry in
successive counterattacks secondary to the infantry battle,
only three examples are widely known. The cavalry fights at
Brandy Station and to the east of Gettysburg in 1863, and
the one at Yellow Tavern in 1864 were exclusively mounted
fights and degenerated into the classic saber wielding
variety.*~

The evolution of cavalry tactics caused much ridicule
aimed at the mounted arm. A well-known quote that was
bantered around the armies usually went something like "Who

ever saw a dead cavalryman?"** Again, the infantryman’'s
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dislike for cavalry was given vociferous acknowledgement in

Stephen Crane's classic novel The Red Badge of Courage. The
tall soldier was Qquoted as saying "They say there ain’t
hardly any cavalry left in camp. They’'re going to Richmond,
or some place, while we fight all the Johnnies. It’'s some
dodge like that."*® In the narration, Crane also says,
"Into the unspeakable jumble in the roadway rode a squadron
of cavalry. The faded yellow of their facings shone
bravely, There was a mighty altercation."** Cavalry did
not get much good press with the armies and and was seen as
trying to avoid a real fight or just clogging up the road.

Ingrained in the evolution of American cavalry tactics
was a new school of thought. First, armies needed units
with fast operational mobility. These fast units could
provide a strong mounted reserve for the tactical situation
when the critical point of battle came. They also allowed
the commander to extend his control over a larger field of
battle.*”

The operational mobility of civil war cavalry allowed
the troopers to overwhelm and confuse enemy commanders
unaccustomed to such rapid movement. The extra freedom of
movement of a significant force provided the using commander
another added dimension to the battlefield. Cavalry could
usually stay ahead of enemy intelligence gathering. Cavalry
could usually get a force in first with enough firepower to
hold until relieved or at least to delay an enemy force of

infantry.




This tactic was very rapid in execution and facility of
maneuvering. A line could literally be thrown down in one
place, picked up easily, and moved to the nmext hot spot.

The speed of moving the unit out of a losing situation was
just as rapid. Even if each irdividual action was not a
success, & series of such quick blows could throw an enemy
off guard as he reacted to all of the minor annoyances.
There was also a new willingness to ride to battle

and fight on foot. This happened in America at the same
time that Europeans said such tactics were a failure. In
his book on European cavalry, Jean Roemer said in 1863, that
"it is not likely that any government will again attempt the
formation of mounted infantry."*® He wrote in the United
States, but his experiences were all European and that of
one who was of "late an officer of cavalry in the service of
-the Netherlands".*® As he wrote, he was being proven wrong.

Brigadier General Basil W. Duke described Major General
John H. Morgan’s dismounted methods as follows:

If the reader will only imagine a regimesnt drawn
up in single rank, the flank companies skirmishing,
sometimes on horseback, and then thrown out as
skirmishers on foot, and ao deployed as to cover the
whole front of the regiment, the rest of the dismounted
men (one out of each set of four, and the corporals
remaining to hold the horses), and deployed as
circumstances required, and the command indicated to
the front of, on either flank, or to the rear of the
line of horses, the files two yards apart, and then
imagine this line moved forward at the double quick, or
oftener a half run, he will have an idea of Morgan's
style of fighting., =2

Dismounted fighting called for an innovation -- that of

horse holders -- touched upon in General Duke’'s discourse.
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Each cavalry unit counted off in groups of four. When
fighting dismounted, the number four man held the horses
while the other three fought. Many troopers would
diligently vie for number four position! They kept the
horses at a safe distance but also available for instant use
for retreat or pursuit. Also, if needed, these men could
provide a local reserve although at the high cost of
wandering horses. Horse holding had negative aspects. It
required a quarter of available combat power during a fight.

There was, also, great confusion if enemy soldiers or

artillery fire separated the troopers from their horses at
an inopportune time,=?

Mounted infantry tactics had its detractors even in the
face of its many successes. Many senior officers did not
like the habit because they saw training being divided.==
Troopers had to be trained as cavalry which was already
difficult and time consuming to do. They also had to be
trained as infantry which did things differently and more
strictly. Some feared that a unit that could not accomplish
either infantry or cavalry misasions would result. General
Forrest and others solved this problem by maintaining a
mounted element while most others were dismounted. In
Forrest’'s case, the mounted element was generally himself
and his escort, a light company.==

Other critics said dismounting the cavalry was bad for
morale and took away the offensive spirit of the unit. As

stated above, they ignored the success of the tactic. There
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are plenty of examples of such tactics being used to great
success with no degradation of morale or offensive spirit.
Forrest’'s victory at Brice’'s Crossroads is such an example
and one of the classics of the war and American history.=<

Frank Batchelor, one of Terry's Texas Rangers,
published some of his letters, along with a fellow Ranger.
In the work entitled "Batchelor-Turner Letters 1861-1864",
he says of the cavalry,

Theirs is the duty of scouring the enemy lines
night and day and reporting his movements—- they are
constantly in sight of the advancing foe, fighting him
at every favorable position, hurrying up the jaded
infantry, obstructing the roads, and often standing
under severe fires of his artillery, or resisting the
charges of his cavalry,"==

In his description of the job of cavalry, Trooper BRatchelor
touches on many of the remaining missions assigned to
cavalry units under the tactics refined in this war; These
need to be explained somewhat.

Guard missions were a means of security usually
required while the army is on the march. Advance and flank
guards kept the commander warned of any interference which
could affect his unit. Guard missions also occurred while
the unit was engaging an enemy. They allowed a commander
the time to react to an enemy flanking movement threatening
his line of battle. The rearguard very often concealed an
army’'s poor state of organization from an enemy and
protected it from further injury. It could forestall a

pursuit by slowing down the enemy. A rearguard action was

usually the final act of a battle, allowing the main body to
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disengage and get away. Cavalry units guite often conducted
rearguard fights from the trenches recently abandoned by the
infantry. They were usually quite violent and bloody.=®

Outposts, another means of security, were generally
mounted pickets around an encamped army. These pickets were
usually farther out than infantry pickets and provided the
security for the army as it rested and reorganized. Cavalry
was also quite adept at harrassing the enemy pickets because
riders could get away rapidly before a larger enemy force
could react.=7

Screening was both a defensive and offensive security
mission. Defensively, a screen was used to keep the esnemy
from using his cavalry to gain information on the friendly
army. This allowed the army to move, undetected by enemy
intelligence, thus providing an element of surprise.
Defeﬁsive screening usually required the disgspersal of the
force, but upon retirement in front of an enemy, the screen
became stronger as it collapsed upon itself and its army.
An offensive screen was quite probably the opposite. The
force consolidated to punch a hole through the enemy screen
at a weak point to gain more information. Cavalry screened
infantry movements and achieved tactical surprise.®® Major
General Fitzhugh Lee did this quite successfully with a
small force dragging brush to indicate a larger movement at
the 2nd Battle of Manassas.="

Information gathering was another forte of the cavalry.

This embraced reconnaissance, which was a strategic use of
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cavalry, as well as scout and spy systems. While se:urityA
was usually a defensive action, information gathering often
involved the unit in combat.

The reconnaissance was exemplified most accurately by
the rides that Major General J.E.B. Stuart made in the East.
During his two rides around the Army of the Potomac,
Stuart’'s mission was to determine the size and disposition
of the opposing force. He brought back quite a bit of
useful and timely intelligence. This intelligence gathering
was much more accurate and valuable than that obtained by
most other means of more limited scope. 0On a strategic
reconnaissance, the intelligence gatherers were trained
military observers. These observers tended to exaggerate
less than civilians, at least on the enemy situation, if not
on their own accomplishments. The dangers of such missions
became apparent at Gettysburg when glory-seeking replaced
mission accomplishment as the purpose of the ride.=®

Every army should have a thoroughly planned and
executed scout system. Each scout should be specially
trained in picking favorable terrain, water crossings, and
routes, and in eastimating enemy strength and the land’s

capability to support the army. These troopers needed to be

gsent ahead of an advancing force to keep the main body’'s
march as free of complications as possible. Generals
Forreat and Morgan used an extensive network of scouts.
These scouts rode out days or weeks in advance of the main

body. The scouts stayed ahead of the column throughout the
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operation while sending necessary information back to the
main column. Scouts sent duplicate reports back to multiple
addressees thereby insuring the information got back to the
right place and had not been compromised. Of course, each
message stipulated to whom a duplicate had been sent. For
such missions, the need for a well-organized network was
essential to provide sufficient men and horses to accomplish
the tasks at hand.=?

Spies were another source of information. While this
was not a regular cavalry mission per se, the intelligence
retrieved from spies could be transported, verified, and
explained by trained officers and troopers. It was
essential to verify information by multiple sources to
assist in breaking through deception plans. In addition,
the commander or headquarters bureau of information needed a
trained and informed messenger available and prepared to
answer questions regarding the information forwarded. This
allowed different reports to be sifted and compared before
conclusions were reached. Any commander who acted too
hastily, or indeed too slowly, on information gathered, most
assuredly made more wrong than correct guesses.>=

The raid was one of the premier novelties in the realm
of civil war cavalry tactics. The South began the craze and
had many experts among its foremost cavalry leaders.
Southern raiders of note included Morgan, Forrest, Wheeler,
Ashby, and, on a more limited scale, Mosby in Virginia.

However, the North learned the uses of a good raid and set
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up its own practice. Colonel Benjamin Grierson did well in
Mississippi in 1863.5% Colonel Abel Streight also tried
very hard in Alabama and Georgia that same year. Streight’'s
only problem was that he was up against the raiding expert,
Forrest, who ran his blueclad troopers to ground.®< By the
end of the war, the Yankees had taken a Rebel idea and
refined it into an art form. Major General James Wilson and
his 18,000 blue horsemen were the epitome of such, a
veritable raiding army.=%

Raids very seriously disrupted the enemy rear area and
logistics bases even though they were also quite destructive
of friendly cavalrymen and their mounts. Even though raids
very often decimated the force executing them, when a strong
enough diversion.could be created to cover for them, or if a
strong diversion was needed to cover another move, the raid
was quite beneficial due to the'troubles it caused enemy
commanders and their lines of communication.>®

Pursuits were another strong capability of cavalry
units. "Fresh infantry units can pursue defeated infantry,
but exhausted infantry cannot. In this case cavalry is
necessary. "7 Pursuing cavalry came from a mounted element
retained for just such an eventuality. The fresher they
were, the more able they were to press the pursuit to its
culmination. Armies pursued by nipping at the heels of a
retreating enemy. Better yet, by moving parallel to the
enemy and hitting his flanks over and over again until he

was slowed, the enemy could then be assailed at the head of
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his column. This led to his being surrounded and to hisg
detailed destruction. Commanders pressed pursuits without
allowing the pursuing troopers to stop and loot. They also
exercised tight control so that the pursuit itself did not
become overextended or premature. Cavalry could not ride
away in pursuit of small units before the enemy main body
was uefeated in detail and driven from the field. The
classic pursuit was Forrest’'s chase of Sturgis after the
Union defeat at Brice’'s Crossroads. "After such a defeat,
there should be no stopping a pursuit and it should be
pushed as far and as long as possible.” T2 However, in
general, pursuits were not accomplished well during this
conflict. At Chickamauga, a pursuit was not even attempted.

Confederate Colonel John €. Masby brought ambushes by
mounted men to a level unmatched by any other unit during
the war. Personal innovation and ingenuity was addéd by
each practitioner. Forrest used his men and artillery to‘
ambush, defeat, capture, and then use Union gunboats on the
Tennessee River., He was likely unique in that he was the
only cavalry commander to have a navy, albeit a short-lived
one.=Y

Mounted couriers and aides were a final cavalry chore.
This was one of their non-combat roles which tended to
divide up units and make them much less effective. The
Union cavalry, especially in Virginia, suffered much under
the strain of this type of mission during the first years of

the war. The mounted courier was an integral part of the
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ever—-expanding command and control effort which was at
loggerheads with the need for a combined cavalry effort and
force. The way the Union solved the problem was to mount
more soldiers. The South had a more severe problem since it
did not have the resources necessary to do this. Its
cavalry suffered more as a result.

Some critics claim that cavalry participation in the
War Between the States was negligible and not worth
mentioning.“? However, this is a view brought about because
tactical usage of cavalry did not conform to the Napoleonic
standard. The bloodiest day of the war, at Sharpsburg, led
to only 28 Union cavalry casualties. Fredericksburg led to
a total of eight, less than one in every 1,500 Union
casualties. In three years, only five charges were made in
major battles, which was less than what Marshall Ney made in
three hours at Waterloo.?* Yet, for the war at hand, the
Napoleonic standard was an inappropriate gauge. Cavalry
charges alone were not the answer. Cavalry was not used in
the Napoleonic manner but this did not mean that they were
immaterial to the prosecution of the war.

The most fitting conclusion to this section on cavalry
tactics has already been written. These two quotes are
written by men on opposite sides of the issue of cavalry
effectiveness during this war, but they end with startlingly
gimiliar summations even if differing assessments.

In Attack and Die, the authors say:!

Civil War cavalry commanders believed that the
cavalry arm should have been used aggressively, but the
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introduction of the rifle made cavalry attacks against
infantry perilous. Infantry armed with the rifle could
rapidly empty the saddles of advancing cavalry.
Cavalrymen made enocugh successful saber charges during
the war to maintain the saber 's reputation, but saber
charges were not common. Cavalry often was given
semicombat and noncombat assignments, but when it did
take a combat role, Civil War cavalry often fought on
foot. Dismounted cavalry was used both to defend and
attack entrenchments. The Union cavalry, better armed
with repeating rifles, was able in the later war period
to skillfully combine dismounted and mounted tactics.
The Civil War was a period of change in cavalry
tactics, and the war left the cavalry arm with an
uncertain future.?*=

More in tune with American, or at least non-Napoleonic

afficionados, is British Lieutenant Colonel Denison who

said:

«eeein the American Civil War, the contending
parties had certainly originated and improved a system
of working cavalry that was capable of producing great
results. No one can read the accounts of Morgan's
raids, of Forrest 's expeditions, of Stuart’'s great
sweeping reconnaissances, of Grierson’s operations in
Mississippi, of Wilson's invading army of cavalry, of
Sheridan’'s turning movements at Petersburg, of his
fighting in line of battle, of his pursuits, %c.,
without feeling that the mounted rifle principle had
been wonderfully effective, and that it is the proper
method of using horsemen under the improved state of
projectile weapons. ‘

The professional cavalry officer in Europe, wrapt
up in the traditions of the wars of Frederick the Great
and Napoleon, bearing in mind the failure of the
dragoon principle in the seventeenth century, and
holding it as a fixed principle that cavalry relying
upon firearms are necessarily worthless, has never
given the proper weight to the teachings of the
American Civil War,.+=
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CHAPTER TWO

To gauge a unit’'s effectiveness, one must understand
the foundation upon which it is built. The primary building
blocks for a military formation include doctrine,
organization, armament, and leadership. Each of these
blocks contributes significantly to the unit’'s ability to
accomplish the assigned mission. Even though an army can
succeed with weaknesses, the strength of its foundation is
at the heart of all of its endeavors. Each block must be
strong.

The Southern army was the first to put together a
cavalry organization of any significant size. This was
still a minimal investment given the reasons stated before.
However, whereas the Federals only had a regiment or so of
mounted combat troops at First Manassas, tﬁe Confederate
total was seven regiments. In this first major battle of
the war, neither side used its cavalry to any constructive
purpose.?!

Whether the widely held Southern belief that any one
Southerner could whip 1@ Yankees is correct or not, the
Southern way of life during the antebellum years provided
for a more out-of-doors, agrarian lifestyle.® This held
true most significantly in the eastern states. Not everyone
in the North was a spindly factory worker or store clerk any
more than all Southerners were Daniel EBoone clones.

However, just as slavery was an institution more peculiar to
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the South, the requirement to ride, shoot, and fight was
more a part of growing up to many Southerners. In this
vein, the South practiced the equestrian arts more. This
gave the Southern commanders a greater pool of horsemen to
draw from when cavalry units became necessary.

One of the major weaknesses of Southern cavalrymen was
their affinity for independence. This was an individual as
well as a collective phenomenon. Each soldier reacted
poorly to military discipline because of his upbringing. As
units, they preferred to act independently also. This is
seen in their great propensity for and success at raiding.
Commanders such as Mosby, Forrest, Morgan, and Stuart were
at their best when left to their own devices.™

A standard procedure adopted by Confederate cavalry at
the beginning of the war required each trooper to furnish
his own horse. This procedure remained in effect throughout
the army during the whole war. Individual remounting caused

some cevere problems among Confederate cavalry units but was

most likely the only splution available... The Scuih did neot -

have the vast reserves of horses available to the North.+<
The most signigicant effect of individual remounting
was the absence of many troopers from the ranks at any given
time. Hard campaigning was ruinous of horseflesh and
necessitated constant remounting. A3 each trooper lost cr
wore out a horse, he was of no use tn the unit until he
found a new one. He would leave the unit to seek this new

horse, hopefully from a Yankee, but often at home or in
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someone else’'s barn. The command recognized this need and
allowed troopers to go on their hunting trips. This
process, though, had essentially the same effect on the unit
as desertion because the troopers were not available for
battle. Also, many troopers did take advantage of the trip
to visit family, plant crops, harvest crops, or just plain
desert. They were not always in a rush to return to camp.”

Another effect of this policy was the well-known
tendency of cavalry units to go "riding a raid". Troopers
captured and herded long lines of enemy wagons and mules, as
well as large pony herds, to keep Southern armies supplied
and Southern cavalry mounted. Commanders with an imminent
problem of blown horses often subordinated all other issues,
including tactical and strategic needs, to the more
thrilling possibilities of plunder and independent
operations which came with a raid. Maﬁy of the raids may
have hurt the Southern cause more than they helped. Some
were no doubt made for merely personal gain. But again,
there was no other available solution so the detriment cgould
and Subsistence Departments.®

However, there were some benefits of each trooper
supplying his own horse which gave the Southern cavalry an
advantage. Each trooper took much better care of his own
animal ‘s back and hooves during non-campaigning time than
would someone who had a government issue mount. To this

day, soldiers take better care of their personal vehicles
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than they do of their assigned military vehicles.” This
happens even though the military vehicle will quite possibly
save their lives in a combat situation if it is maintained
and understood well. This more lavish care of the animals
made it possible for available Confederate cavalry to start
out on many campaigns with better conditioned horses. The
fact that their animals suffered such heavy tolls during
operations only leads one to wonder at the increased losses
that would have come from less care before the departure
from camp.® |

Confederate cavalry organization followed the model of
the pre-war U.S. Cavalry as closely as possible. Initially,
organizations started as individual units and regiments
assigned to infantry commands in a supporting role. Army
commanders rapidly consolidated these separate units into
brigades, divisions, and even corps. Even though they never
reached the size of their Napoleonic counterparts, the South
did recognize the need for this consolidation some time
before the North came to the same conclusion.®

Corps, divisions, and brigades varied in size from two
to five of their next subordinate commands. The primary
building block was the regiment. Regiments were either
raised in their entirety or made up by consolidating
individual battalions and companies. Ten companies, 80 men
per company, generally made up a regiment which was then
subdivided into squadrons of two companies each. Therefore,

a regiment, staff included, had a little over 800 men. As
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attrition took its toll, commanders reduced the number of
squadrons as companies were kept up to strength. Finally,
even this effort collapsed as units dropped to between 200
and 42@ men,?®

At the onset of the war, the Southern cavalry had a
distinct advantage of organization. Southern states had the
beginnings of their mounted units in their organized
militia. These units were chiefly social clubs. They
required extensive effort to achieve wartime status, but the
framework did exist. Morale in Southern mounted units was
commensurately higher due to their camaraderie and
organization.?

Conversely, prior to the war, Northern militia rolls
languished. Many states had not turned in their required
rolls to the War Department for several decades. Others had
merely turned in lists of all ﬁales of eligible ages from
the census rolls. There was little organization at all and
no mounted units.?*=

To add to the militia organization, the new Confederate
cavalry claimed most of the senior leadership and talent of
the old U.S. Cavalry. As their home states seceded from the
Union, Southerners in the army resigned their commissions
and went home to help the war effort of the states and the
Confederacy. 0Ff the five pre-war mounted units, four of the
full colonels commanding the regimentes went South. Not only
was this devastating to the U.S. units, but these officers

were educated in and understood cavalry operations as it was




in the U.S Army. They were to use this knowledge to the
South 's benefit. To make things worse, the one remaining
regimental commander, Colonel Fhilip St. George Cooke of the
2nd Dragoons, was a Southerner by birth and not initially
trusted. Two regimental commanders, R. E. Lee of the 1ist
Cavalry, and Albert Sidney Johnston of the 2nd Cavalry went
on to become full generals in the Confederate Army. Even
though Colonels Thomas T. Fauntleroy of the l1lst Dragoons and
William W. Loring of the Mounted Rifles were both general
officers with Soutﬁern forces, they were by no means as
stellar as Lee and Johnson. However, their loss to the
Union came at the critical time. This initial list of
names and duty positions lends credence to the view that
more Southerners were "horsemen" than Northerners were,!'™

Along with the senior leadership of the mounted units,
many junior mounted offieers made names for themselves in
Southern service. Among those horsemen that gained their
rank and fame in Confederate service were Joseph E. Johnston
(GEN) , E. Kirby Smith (GEN), John B. Hood (LTG/Temp.GEN),
Richard S. Ewell (LTG), William J. Hardee (LTG), George
Crittenden (MG), Fitzhugh Lee (MG), Dabney Maury (MG), James
E. B. Stuart (MG), Earl Van Dorn (MG), Joseph Wheeler (MG),
and Henry Sibley (BG).'4

The Confederates were the first to accept the need for
large numbers of cavalry. This did naot translate into the
immediate ability to equip and arm large formations or

quantities. To a large extent, early in the war, troopers
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lacked tack and arms suitable for military use. FBEut, each
trooper who brought his horse, usually brought tack and
weapons with him. As the war progressed, military
purchasing and the "battlefield supply system" provided for
some needs. "Rebel ingenuity", spurred on by a sense of
urgency and necessity, required constant improvisation.®

Confederate cavalry units armed themselves with a
myriad of weapons to begin the war. Some of these arms
remained the hallmark of Southern cavalry and others fell by
the wayside. Many troopers arrived in camp with percussion
and flintlock rifles of varying lengths and calibers. They
brought fowling pieces and shotguns that had previously
accompanied them on hunting trips. - They arrived with knives
of all sizes up to Bowie knives approaching the length and
weight of the Roman short sword. Some brought swords, from
past wars, of all types, uses, and utility.?®

Az they learned their trade, troopers quickly realized
that not all of these weapons were useful. The long
barreled weapons were of little use and hard to carry on
horseback. The knives were good as far as knives went for
camp life, but were not all that useful for fighting.”

Arriving along with uniforms and a more regimented
existence were the once-coveted sabres. No matter what
their function was in European cavalry units, the Southern
troopers knew that sabers were made for roasting ears of
corn, meat, and bread over a campfire. Very seldom were

these classic symbols of cavalry used for fighting. They




were most assuredly long and sharp knives, but firearms
reached farther and hurt more. Troopers very often left
sabers in camp.t®

The famous Confederate ranger, Colonel Mosby, said his
company in the ist Virginia Cavalry was issued sabers in
1861. His opinion was summed up in his statement:

but the only real use I ever heard of their being
put to was to hold a piece of meat over a fire for
frying. 1 dragged one through the first year of the
war, but when I became a commander, I discarded it. It
was of no use against gunpowder.”

Even the Yankees thought little of the saber. Major
General Wilsan, the successful Union cavalry commander,
fought in both major theaters of the war and finally
defeated General Forrest at the end of the war. He said:

I think it is demonstrable, both from the
experience of the cavalry of the Army of the Potomac,
as well as that of the Army of the West, that the saber
is as much out of date for cavalry in a country like
ours as the short sword of the Roman soldier is for
infantry., It is in the way and is of no value whatever
in a fight, as compared with repeating rifles,
carbines, and pistols.=2
Sabers were used someAin the cavalry-on-cavalry battles

at Brandy Station and Gettysburg. However, even in these
battles, firearms were the weapon of choice for most
troopers until they had fired all of their loaded guns.
Then, with no firepower left, they resorted to sabers. By
the time of the Battle of Yellow Tavern in 1864, troopers
almost exclusively used firearms in the melee,=?

Many other commanders never said much quotable about

sabers, but cast their votes by their actions,. General

Morgan never even had his men armed with sabers. It was too
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Forrest and his men carried sabers, but rarely used them
albeit many modern renditions of Forrest show him wielding a
saber ferociously. One of his many wounds was inflicted by
a young Union lieutenant with a sword whom Forrest tired of
and shot dead with a pistol.="

Firepower did survive the test of combat to become the
guiding light of cavalry arms. This was manifest by numbers
of shotguns, revolvers, and carbines. At close quarters,
these weapons were immensely effective and deadly. At
greater distances, the ballistics, accuracy, and reliability
were not of the highest order but they provide an impressive
rate of fire which sufficed for the job at hand.=%

Shotguns were an exclusive weapon of the Southern units.
They were useful because they could be loaded with a myriad
of available ammunitions, frﬁm lead shot to nails and rocks.
They were effective against several targets at once when at
close quarters. .

Carbines came into their own during these times.
Initially, troopers cut down longer weapaons to be more
manageable on horseback. These weapons were usually
smoothbore percussion guns. They, too, could use a myriad
of ammunition ranging from single bullets to lead shot to
the southern innovation called buck and ball. This latter
load, a large caliber ball with several shot thrown in for
good measure, was as useful at close range as a shotgun.==

Later issues included many different types and makes of
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breechloading carbines purchased overseas, taken from the
battlefield, or copied in Confederate arsenals. Southerners
carried mcdels such as the Z0-year old Hall ‘s, the newer
Sharps, Burnside, and Maynard models, and even a few
captured repeaters such as Spencers and Henrys. Most of
these were percussion weapons. The availability of
ammunition made them more useful in the South than the brass
cartridge repeating weapons the North was beginning to
produce. ==

The most beloved weapon in the éonfederate cavalry was
the revolver. First invented by Samuel Colt, it became
quite famous with the Texas Rangers. The US Cavalry finally
adopted revolvers in the decade before the War Between the
States. Colts of the Navy ‘Sl and Army '60 models were by
far fhe most plentiful even though the Confederate Ordnance
Department did a magnificent job of producing copies
throughout the war. One of the most prized possessions of
any southern trooper was one of French Doctor Jean LeMat's
formidable .4@ caliber, 9-shot ravolvers that had an
18-gauge shotgun barrel included. Confederate buyers did
their utmost to get large quantities of these weapons home,
but unfortunately for the South, they were more often talked
about than carried.=7

Desiring the firepower provided by the revolver,
southern troopers carried as many of them as possible. They
had revolvers on their belts, in their pants waist, in their

boot tops, slung over the saddle, and in their saddlebags.
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Since revolvers were difficult to load, many troopers
carried numerous extra cylinders for their weapons. They
kept pre-loaded cylinders in special pockets on their
shirts, available for a quick changeover. By the time many
of them emptied all of their loads, the battle was usually
over or their missicon accomplished,=®

As the war continued, cavalry commanders began to add
small batteries of light-weight horse artillery to their
organizations. They used these guns with varying degrees of
success., The horse artillery confused the enemy as to unit
size and makeup. It also ~layed its more common role of
providing supporting fire. The two best known artillery
commanders of such units were Stuart’'s gallant Major John
Pelham and Forrest’'s Captain John Morton. Morton took his
perilous command throughout the war with Forrest without
ever losing one of his guns, no matter how many captured
guns he added to hié unit.=®

There were two major theaters of operations during this
conflict, the eastern and the western. This gtudy is about
the campaigns and battle fought around Chickamauga. These
engagements took place in the western theater which had a
character of its own, very different from that of the East.
See Map 1.

In the western theater of war, cavalry units and
tactics took on an even more Southern flavor, if possible.
Above and beyond the fact that these men were both Southern

and Western, they were a long way from the seat of power,.
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Distance and politics both removed them from primary
importance in this war. Since they were out of sight and
out of mind of the administration in Richmond, they were
much more liberal in their interpretation of military
standards. They were quite often left to fend for
themselves by the central government which had a hard enough
time equipping and feeding the armies in the East which
defended their capital.=®

H. M. Johnstone, a British Lieutenant Colonel of
Cavalry and proponent of Southern cavalry, said in his A

History of Tactics (1906):

.ssanother good illustration of the admirable
fighting qualities of Forrest'’'s Cavalry, and of their
ability to act boldly and effectively either mounted or
dismounted... may be attributed to the superior
intellect of the Southern gentleman of whom his force
was mainly composed, men of extraordinary self-reliance
and strong common sense; men who knew perfectly well
when each system of fighting would be most
advantageous, and who had gained their experience of
the practical work of war upon the battlefield. It
must be admitted that the circumstances in America were
peculiar to the continent, and that the same system
might not be quite so sucessful in European armies,
filled with peasants of less intelligence than the
American citizens,>?

This would most assuredly have brought forth numerous
belly laughs, guffaws, and strutting from the Tennessee and
Al abama troopers who made up Forrest 's commands. EBut, they
were good soldiers, well-led, and, by the beginning of 1862,
supreme veterans.

They did go about their business in a much less
conventional way than did Eastern Confederates. Whereas the

eastern army used large bodies of cavalry and they even had
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some cavalry melees, such did not occur in the west. Western
leaders moved much more rapidly to raiding, scouting, and
dismounted fighting. During their first three years in the
saddle, western Confederate cavalry played havoc with
railroads and had a serious impact on the Union logistic
system. There were several instances when Southern cavalry
operations delayed or caused Union offensives to be
abandoned altogether, such as Grant’'s problems around Holly
Springs and Buell ‘s advance into east Tennessee.™=

The leaders themselves were less conventional. PMost of
the pre—-war trained talent went to the East. Cavalry
leaders of note in the West were Forrest, Morgan, and
Wheeler., 0Of thése, Enly Wheeler was a man of any military
training, much less a West Fointer. Wheeler had a West
Pointer 's limited educatior in cavalry but did have a year
of experience in the Mounted Rifles.™ His initial service
to the Confederacy, though, was in artillefy and infantry
until, after the Battle of Shiloh, he was made a cavalry
commander in July 1862. Forrest and Morgan had no military
training whatsoever. They gravitated to cavalry and to
command through an innate and inborn ability. Because they
had no training, they made up tactics and even drill as they
went along. I1f it worked, good; if it did not work, they
did not do it that way again. Unlike the aristocratic
eastern vision of cavaliers and knights, these westerners
were fighters. Forrest had one simple underlying philosophy

of warfare which said "War means fightin’ and fightin’' means
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killin’'.">* He did both well. He has been credited with
the bastardized saying "Get thar furstest with the mostest'.
Some biographers scy he said it just that way, others say he
was not quite so murderous of the English language. All
biographers agree that the saying is quite accurate to his
trrain of thought and his actions.=®

The western troopers took their Southern individuality
personally and to the extreme. They believed that this was
the real cause of this war in the first place, the chance to
do things their own way. Paddy Griffith in his Battle In

the Civil War expounded:

They therefore felt free to go home when they felt
like it, or to wander away looking for forage, for
remounts ( often stolen from the Yankees ), or for
meals ( usually from distant cousins resident in the
area of operations ). This was doubtless a highly
agreeable and civilised way to fight a war, but it left
the regiments present for duty lamentably weak. The
extreme case came in First Tennessee Cavalry, when it
unilaterally decided to disband itself completely apart
from sixteen men who preferred to stay in camp.3®
They merely came and went as they desired. As the war
turned against them, "going" got worse. The army made
efforts to stem the flow and to round up deserters and
stragglers, but these efforts were insufficient.™”

The weapons used were esgsentially the same as in the
East with the exceptions already noted. The one notable
remaining difference between eastern and western Confederate
cavalry was the lack of a notable difference between "Johnny
Reb" and "Billy Yank" in the West. The Union troops in the
West were of the same rural stock as their antagonists. To

a large extent on both sides, soldiers were from the region

4=




in which they fought. The West was on the edge of the
frontier all along the Mississippi River. So, the cavalry
of the Army of the Tennessee faced Umion cavalry which had
as strong a claim to equestrian skills as they did. Union
organization was not as strong at the beginning of the war,
but they finished the conflict in superlative shape.

Three men played a significant role in the use of
Confederate cavalry during the peiod of this study. They
were the leaders, the commander of the army and the senior
cavalry commanders. BGeneral Braxton Bragg had commanded the
Army of Tennessee since soon after the Battle of Shiloh in
1862. He had two major cavalry formations which fluctuated
in size throughout the campaigns under study. Major General
Joseph Wheeler, Jr. commanded a cavalry corps. Brigadier
General Nathan Bedford Forrest commanded a division during
the initial phases of this study and, later a corps -of his
awn. The careers and personalities of these officers
greatly affected the utilization and success rate of the
Army of Tennessee’'s cavalry formations.

Braxton Bragg was born on 22 March 1817, in Warrenton,
Warren County, North Carolina. His father, Thomas, was a
skilled carpenter and contractor. His mother was Margaret
Crosland Bragg. One of his older broaothers, Thomas, was the
Confederate Attorney General for a %our-month pericd in
1861-1862, and also served as state governor (185%5-18%59),
U.S5. senator (1859-18461), and wartime aide to the governor.

Another brother, John, served Mobile, Alabama as a
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congressman and judge. Others were less distinguished and
William, the youngest, died in combat.=®

Braxton entered the U.S. Military Academy at West Foint
during the summer of 1833, at the age of sixteen. He turned
out to be an excellent student by doing well in the subjects
taught. Even though he flirted with disciplinary
infractions and was almost expelled for playing cards, he
remained high in class standing. He was well-respected for
his "manliness, independence, and unbending integrity" as
remembered by classmate and later opponent, Jaoseph Hooker,
and many others. Even though he fought no duels while at
West Point, fellow cadets remembered him for being '"reckless
and daring" and disputatious. He gave "his opinions on all
occasions and all subjects in a most tactless manner",S7

Lieutenant Bragg's first few years in the army were
anything but usual for an officer.. He guarded his rank
against ali sorts of perceived personal affrontas. He was a
very strict and exacting, though thoroughly fair, Jjunior
officer towards his troops. On the other hand, he
vehemently disliked any attempt to curb his rights and
privileges from senior officers. He continued his
digputatious ways. He attacked many of his seniors in
puiblished writings under a pseudonym. He developed some
good ideas for army administration, but all of his writing
was done for civilian publications with his goal that of
showing how political and incompetent senior officers were

rather than seeking improvement of the army.<?
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Bragg discovered his severe lack of good health during
his tours with the 3rd Artillery in the Second Seminole War
in Florida. His poor health was to continue to affect him
for the rest of his life. During much of this time before
the Mexican War, he was on sick leave or personal leave
taken in an effort to restore his health. Given his weak
constitution, his inability to get along with people, and
his cantankerous moods, he was exiled to General Zachary
Taylor’'s army in Texas as the border turned turbulent.*?

The newly promoted Captain Bragg reputedly had the
best-trained light artillery battery in Taylor's army. He
demanded instant obedience and courage, but he was always
with his troops as they fought. He became legendary due to
his "Flying Artillery"” and his punctiliousness for
protecting government property, regulations, and his
soldiers. He received several brevets up to lieutenant
colonel for bravery at Buena Vista. General John E. Wool
delegated him administrative control of the army after
General Taylor relinquished command.“=

Bragg remained very frank and critical in his prolific
writing about Buena Vista. Taylor credited Bragg with
saving the army by his performance during the battle. Bragg
gave the credit to the "artillery'", his men and guns, not
himself. He argued his dislike for volunteers, especially
guestioning the courage of Kentuckians who ran at the first
shot. He supported only the Mississippians who stood their

ground under their West Point commander, Jefferson Davis.*~
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Bragg may have learned some wrong lessons from Buena
Vista, also. He did not see that the army came close to
annihilation through rashness. He only saw that his mentor,
Taylor, had won. He failed to learn the strength of a
defensive position. He saw that victory came from offense.
He also overrated the contribution of artillery by applying
the results at Buena Vista equally to every situation.®*

After the war, Bragg met and married a rich young
Louisiana woman., He trained his battery excellently for
three years at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. The army
eventually sent him further west, possibly to keep him quiet
and away from Washington. This transfer caused conflict
between Bragg and his old friend Jefferson Davis, now the
Secretary of War. In 1856, tired completely of frontier
life, he resigned from the service after nineteen years of
active duty,.=S |

As a new civilian, he purchased a 1,600-acre sugar
plantatibn near his wife's Louisiana home and went to work,
He also entered into minor state politics where he was
disgusted with the corruption, graft, and general
dishonesty. He was able to assist in the founding of &
military college in Louisiana which was to be presided over
by an old West Paoint friend, William T. Sherman,*®®

Even before Louisiana seceded, the governor appointed
Bragg to command the state troops. Eragg successfully
negotiated the peaceful surrender of the federal arsenals in

Baton Rouge. With this seizure, the state legislature voted
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Louisiana out of the Union, created a state army and named
Eragg its commander with the rank of major general.?*”

At the beginning of the war, no one on either side had
doubts as to Bragg's fitness or abilities. He finally
volunteered for Confederate service and was put in command
of Southern forces in Pensacola in mid-1861 as a major
general. In 1862, he was promoted to lieutenant general :n
command of the Department of Alabama and West Florida. At
Shiloh in April 1862, he commanded the 2nd Corps of General
Albert Sidney Johnston‘'s army. When Johnston died at
Shiloh, General P.G.T. Beauregard took command but was later
relieved by Confederate President Jefferson Davis and
replaced by Bragg. Now a full general, Bragg commanded the
primary Confederate army in the West. 1In mid-1862, he began
an invasion of Kentucky which went well at first. Then
Bragg lost his confidence, won a battle at Perryvilie and
lost the campaign. He retreated into Tennessee where he won
another pyrrhic victory at Murfreesboro while losing another
campaign. He then backed off to the Shelbyville, Tennessee
area and sat until Rosecrans began the Tullahoma-Chickamauga
campaigns.“®

In the time that he had held command of the Army of
Tennessee, he continued in his old ways. He argued with
superiors and irritated subordinates. He administered the
army well and took care of the soldiers even though he
remained a strict disciplinarian. Many of his senior

subordinates disliked him and conspired against him. Many
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anti-Bragg men were Kentuckians who disliked his accusations
of rampant cowardice by Kentuckians at Buena Vista and the
state in general during his Perryville campaign.“®

Many of the general officers delved deeply into
politics. They were anti-Davis men who saw Bragg as a Davis
favorite so they were anti-Bragg, also.®? Hraqg was full of
indecisiveness that may have stemmed from his old habit of
learning the book well and not bending on anything. He
started every move with confidence and then seemed to lose
confidence and failed to push on to victory. The pettiness
of his subordinates and his lack of trust in them probably
contributed to his wariness. His units of his army
certainly did not work as a team as they headed toward
Chickamauga.

Joseph Wheeler,Jr. was born in Augusta, Georgia on 10
September 1834&. His father, originally from Connecticut,
was a merchant who moved south in 1819 with his first wife
who died soon thereafter. His mother, Julia Knox Hull,
daughter of the well-known, if disgraced, General William
Hull of Detroit surrender fame, was the second wife of
Joseph Wheeler, Sr. She had two sons and two daughters, the
youngest being Joseph, Jr., before she also died in 1842,

Two of Julia Wheeler 's sisters took young Joe and put
him in private schools in their hometown of Cheshire,
Connecticut. Upon finishing his schoolwork there, Joe moved
to New York to live with his sister. Hull and Wheeler

family influence managed to secure him an appointment to the
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Military Academy at West Point allowing Joe to fulfill his
martial ambition.®?*

Cadet Joe Wheeler began his West Point studies in 1854,
under a test-bed five-year program. Wheeler managed to make
it through the Academy curriculum, but was never a star. He
did well enough in military "deportment", which means he was
not a discipline problem. However, his academic grades
steadily declined. He graduated near the bottaom of his
class, 19th out of 22. He does not seem to have done much
better in tactical studies, his poorest grades being those
in cavalry tactics.“=

At the time of graduation, his standing was so low that
he was ranked into the cavalry even though it was his worst
subject. To compound Wheeler’'s shame, he was so low that,
even in the cavalry, there were no vacancies for him. So,
he was only brevetted a second lieutenant of cavalry upon
graduation and was assigned to more schooling in cavalry
tactics at Carlisle Barracks.==

Several months later, promoted to full Second
Lieutenant, Joe Wheeler went west to serve with the Regiment
of Mounted Rifles. His service of less than a year with the
regiment entailed chasing a few Indians with no more than a
platoon in the vicinity of Fort Craig, New Mexico. He did
manage to pick up the nickname of "Fighting Joe" during an
Indian attack.>*

As sectionalism grew, Wheeler had to make his decision

on which way to turn his allegiance. Many of his friends




were Northerners. Even though he was born in the South, his
education was in Connecticut and New York. He owned no
slaves, but his family lived in Georgia. He loved the
Union and the army. He was uncertain of replacing either in
his life. VYet, he determined to follow Georgia in whatever
decision she made. Young Wheeler received help in his
decision from his regiment. Its commanders and officers
were almost exclusively Southerners.™=

Wheeler ‘s brother had a commission waiting for him in
Georgia. Even so, as Wheeler made his way east through
Fensacola, he offered to help the commanding general,
Braxkxton Bragg, get his artillery organized and trained on
the harbor. Wheeler had no artillery experience, but was an
engineer. Bragg needed the help and decided to take up the
offer. Wheeler never made it to his Beorgia troops.~®

Wheeler came to the attention of the general right away
by doing a good Jjob at his assigned tasks. He soon received
help from several prominent Alabamians and accepted a
colonel 's commission, to which was soon added a regiment.
When a north Alabama infantry brigade came to the Mobile
area, Wheeler was the only officer assigned with any
training or military experience. Soon though, Wheeler's
regiment was drilled and trained while the others partied
and their officers spent time in town. The 19th Alabama
Infantry was soon head and shoulders above the other units
in drill and discipline. This fact, of course, brought more

favorable attention to their young commander.®? Colonel




Wheeler fought his first large-scale battle at Shiloh in
April 1862. The 19th Alabama joined a brigade under BG John
K. Jackson on the right wing of Bragg’'s Corps of the Army of
Mississippi. As they started the battle, the commanders
lost the last of the pre-battle organization. However,
Wheeler controlled his regiment well as they participated in
the destruction of Union Generals Prentiss’ and Hurlburt's
units at the "Hornet's Nest" and the "Feach Orchard". His
regiment performed well, but lost one-~-third aof its strength
in the battle.=®

As the Confederates began their retreat to Corinth
after the Battle of Shiloh, the responsibility for rear
guard operations fell upon Wheeler and his regiment. While
at Corinth, Wheeler became a brigade commander. Wheeler's
men ended up covering another Confederate retreat, this time
from an encircled Corinth, Mississippi.®®

After Bragg took command of the Army, Wheeler was
assigned to command a cavalry brigade. Wheeler used his
forces to feint and to harrass the Union forces around
Nashville as Bragg marched into Kentucky. Wheeler first
came in touch and conflict with Nathan Bedford Forrest at
this time. Forrest was a brigadier, but was somewhat
unorthodox in his style compared to Bragg. Therefore, Eragg
kept Wheeler separate from Forrest even though Forrest
should have had command of a consolidated cavalry corps.
Later in the campaign, relations between Bragg and Forrest

deteriorated further. Bragg sent Forrest back to
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Murfreesboro and turned the troops over to Wheeler's
command. ¢?

Wheeler showed that he could get the job done, and that
he also had patience and the ability toc work with and for
others. Forrest could get his job done, but had few of
Wheeler ‘s more refined traits. These traits brought Wheeler
closer to Bragg while Forrest moved further away. The gulf
between Wheeler and Forrest grew as an extension of the
Bragg situation. In the long run, this had some dire
consequences for the individwuals and the army. In the short
run, Bragg appointed Wheeler Chief of Cavalry of the newly
named Army of Tennessee.<?

Wheeler ‘s strength lay in that "He was always ready to
work in the team and play a subordinate part to his
commanding general".®= He actually preferred working as
part of the team rather than operating on his own. His neuf
mission, though, put him on his own. Bragg sent Wheeler
raiding into west Tennessee in conjunction with Forrest to
disrupt the enmemy lines of communication. They went west
of Nashville and destroyed many boats on the Cumberland
River and then attacked Fort Donelson hoping to regain this
jewel lost a year earlier by the Condederates.

Reports differ on the cause of the disaster there, but
the upshot was a violent tantrum by Farrest about the
sl aughter of his troops in an ill=-planned attack he had
counselled against. Wheeler, being a soldier first and then

a fighter, let the outburst go by without malice or official




report, and then accepted full responsibility for the
defeat. Forrest, being a fighter first and then a soldier,
kept the grudge and said, "You can have my sword if you
demand it, but there is one thing I want you to put in that
report to General Bragg. Tell him that I will be in my
coffin before I will fight again under your command."®~
Forrest kept his promise throughout the war and the
commanders of the army allowed him to get away with it.
Wheeler did not appear to have held a grudge even if he did
find Forrest hard to work with in the future.

Knowing of this conflict and trying to gain some
efficierncy in hisg cavalry, Bragg went along with Forrest’'s
ultimatum and completely separated his cavalry units, giving
each commander a separate cavalry corps. Bragg did appear
fed up with Forrest’'s eccentricities, but had little other
choice in the matter. Union Colonel Abel D. Streight'é raid
through Alabama and Georgia helped Bragg’'s predicament in
April of 1B63. Bragg sent Forrest to chase down Streight
and then put Wheeler in charge with a new promotion.<®<

Wheeler set about consolidating and reorganizing his
new corps and remained a constant threat to Union supplies
and outposts. He screened the army’'s front to the south of
Murfreesboro. He also set out to correct a deficiency he
saw in cavalry tactics. There were no good manuals on
cavalry tactics in American use. Even the ones that did
exist did not address the Southern habit of utilizing

mounted infantry. The result was a manual, written by
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Wheeler and published in Mobile in 1863. " A Revised System.
of Cavalry Tactics for the Use of the Cavalry and Mounted
Infantry, CSA" was the first manual which established
mounted infantry and abandoned heavy cavalry as a method of
fighting. The Confederacy adopted the manual and all users
were relatively happy.®™®

Nathan Bedford Forrest was born on 13 July 1821 in then
Bedford County, Tennessee near the present-day town of
Chapel Hill. His parents were William and Mariam Beck
Forrest. His grandfather and great-grandfather, MNMathan and
Shadrach Forrest, moved into Tenessee in 1806 from North
Carolina after Shadrach originally left Virginia in 1740.
William moved around several times in Tennessee to keep up
with the edge of the frontier. He finally settled down and
married in 1820. Herlived on the Duck River of middle
Tennessee when Nathan Bedford and his twin-sister Fannie
were born. <

William Forrest was a wandering blacksmith. He owned a
small amount of property everywhere he lived but he was not
prosperous and he owned no slaves. His wife was a simple
but strong woman who strictly ruled her household. She gave
William Forrest a total of eight sons and three daughters.
After William’'s death, she was married to a Mr. Joseph
Luxton and mothered three more sons and a daughter to him.=”

In 1834 the family moved to new lands that opened to
settlement in Tippah County, Mississippi. It was here that

Wiliam died and left his pregnant wife and ten children in
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dire straits to fend for themselves. Nathan Bedford
Forrest, at the age of sixteen, became the man of the house
and the bread-winner for this large family.®®

Bedford Forrest had only about six months of school
education, split evenly between Tennessee and Mississippi
schools. He was apparently bright but unruly and, given
examples of his later personal correspondence, did not
absorb much in the classical sense. Bedford did recogni:ze
this deficiency in his own life and later, when he was able
to, he insured his youngest brother Jeffrey got a full
education. Hedford definitely did not receive any military
education at all.=*"

His experiences throughout his younger years clearly
demonstrate a tenacity and an ability to put his words into
action. Even as a young man, he practiced a directness in
confronting situations for which he was later to become
famous. As a young man, he was industrious and sensible in
his efforts to earn a living for his family. Before he was
eighteen, he went into a partnership with an elderly uncle.
This business proceeded well and allowed Forrest to move his
family into better accommodations and give them a better
livelihood. Forrest expanded his business into horse and
slave-trading and real estate. He became widely known and
wealthy though, even in the South, slave-traders were not
well regarded.”®

In 1845, he married Mary Ann Armstrong, a kinswoman of

General Richard Montgomery of Revolutionary War Quebec fame.




From this marriage came a son who fought during the war with
his father and a daughter who died young.?”?*

By 1839, he was the owner of two large cotton-producing
plantations in Tennessee and Mississippi and part owner of
another. He left the slave business as soon as he had made
a decent living, even though he did maintain a large number
of slaves on his farms. Forrest became very familiar with
the local area around Memphis and was a well-respected
citizen of the region. The people of Memphis elected him a
city alderman. He was known to be very practical and
intensely honest.”=

Forrest was a strong proponent of states rights and a
Southern Democrat even though he did not seek a political
career. He resigned after one term as a city alderman but
stayed abreast of the political strife dividing the mation..
As secession came to Tennessee in 1861, Forrest rode into
the camp of White’'s Tennessee Mounted Rifles (later part of
the 7th Tennessee Cavalry) with his son and his brother
Jeffrey to enlist as privates for the war. Bedford Forrest
was worth about #%1.5 million and was very influential. He
did not use this fact to his gain. Instead, he was a
private when his state came to him for help.”

In June 1861, the governor asked Forrest to raise a
battalion of cavalry for the Confederacy. The governor
promised him command as a lieutenant colonel. By QOctober
1861 he had raised 650 men and equipped them with horses and

arms, much of it through his own personal fortune. With




this unit, he won his first victory in December 1861, and
moved into Fort Donelson for the dramatic events there.”“

He was the senior cavalry leader at Fort Donelson so he
took command of all of the 1400 Southern horsemen present.
He fought delaying actions against the advance of Grant's
army from Fort Henry and then fought well during the short
but violent siege at Fort Donelson. When the commanders at
Fort Donelson decided to try to find a way out of the
encircling Union forces, t was Forrest who cut a hole and
held it for the troops to escape. Then the commanders
elected not to march out and Forrest got his first taste of
military "booklearning". Then he got mad. They decided to
surrender! Forrest made it clear that he had not raised
this unit and bought its equipment for someone else to give
it away to the enemy. He decided to go out through the
lines before the surrender. All 140@ cavalrymen rode out
safely with him. From this time on, this unit was known as
Forrest’'s "0Qld Regiment".”=

Forrest and this regiment then rode through MNashville
and found mobs in control and looting government warehouses.
He clubbed the ring leaders and dispersed the crowds. He
then shipped as much of the supplies out to the Southern
army as he could and dispersed the rest to the population
while protecting medical supplies to be used by competent
authorities of whichever side was able to use them for their
intended purpose. He then rode to Corinth and the gathering

army.”®




His next battle was Shiloh where he saw incompetence
in the way troops were handled and led. He found weak spots
in the Union flanks but could not get the professionals to
act decisively on his information. He reported this as the
reason for the Confederate loss and retreat. The army then
placed his "0Old Regiment" under someone else’'s command and
ordered Forrest into middle Tennessee to recruit a new
brigade. He kept only his escort company commanded by his
brother, William, and his staff. Forrest recruited in an
occupiad part of the state but he left for the Kentucky
Campaign with & fully armed, and trained brigade of cavalry.
By July 1862, he was a brigadier general and covered Bragg's
left flank for the invasion of Kentucky.”?”

His brigade performed brilliantly in the Perryville
Campaign even though the army beat another ignominious
retreat to Tennessee. To top it all off, Bragg 6rdered
Forrest to turn his new brigade over to Joe Wheeler and to
go to the Murfreesboro area to raise still another brigade.
Guite obviously, Forrest had a reputation for beating
Yankees and for recruiting soldiers. Bragg liked his
ability to recruit and potential recruits liked the chance
to fight with a winner. But, Forrest’'s old troopers were
not happy getting passed to someone whom they found less
competent and Forrest was getting tired of using his fortune
to raise and equip units for other people to command.”®

With his money running out but new troops coming in to

join him, Forrest found a novel way to mount and equip his




men, He turned to the best outfitter on the continent,
Uncle Sam. Forrest went north interdicting Grant’'s supply
lines to Vicksburg with 2,190 men, of whom 1,000 were not
armed. Two weeks later, he returned with several victories,
one near miss disaster because a subordinate failed to
follow orders, more troopers than he took in and every one
of them mounted splendidly and armed even better. He also
caused Grant to call off an attempt at Vicksburg and to
change his supply route to the river rather than the
railroad.”®

For some time after this raid, Forrest served under the
command of the Chief of Cavalry of the Army of Tennessee,
Joe Wheeler. The story of their raids and conflicts has
already been told. Forrest then went to work for Major
General Earl Van Dorn but they did not get along well
either. Forrest demonstrated that he could not work for
anybody very well and that he was not a great team player.
Later, a jealous husband killed Vam Dorn and Forrest took
over , 2%

Because of Forrest’'s inability to work well under
others, Bragg found the perfect opportunity to use his
talents. Union cavalrymen, 1,500 strong, under Colonel Abel
D. Streight raided through north Alabama headed for Rome,
Georgia. Bragg sent Forrest to run them down. It took
Forrest five days to literally run Streight’'s men into the
ground with continuous fighting, well-laid plans of

encirlement, rest breaks for his own troops, and
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mobilization of the countryside. With only 500 men at his
disposal, he defeated and captured the entire expedition.
His reputation grew and he won the thanks of the Confederate
Congress.®?

In the four years that he fought, he was wounded
seriously four times and much more often less so. He had
twenty—-nine horses shot out from under him but revelled in
the fact that he had personally killed a Yankee soldier for
each horse plus one by the time it was all over. There were
not very many other general officers who claimed one
personal kill, much less thirty of them.®=

His one greatest handicap was his violent temper. He
was also known to beat his own men and even shoot them for
perceived infractions, for disobedience or even for bringing
false reports. He always recognized the requirement for
discipline and obedience even if he himself was not good at
taking orders. He discharged a shotgun inteo some
Confederate troops who were fleeing the battlefield. The
survivors went back to their positions. He shot dead an
infantry color-bearer who turned to flee. His troops and
his friends admired him and they respected him. They all
fought hard to stay with him and no other commander was good
enough, but they feared him rather than loved him.2%

Forrest's education put one thing in his favor. He had
never been told he could not do something. He did not do
something if it seemed wrong to him or if he had tried it

and it did not work. The lack of a formal education
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certainly was not a limiting factor for a man like Forrest.
Illinois Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll, whom Forrest once
captured, said later that colleges were places "where
pebbles are polished and diamonds are dimmed."®® Forrest
never opened a book on military tactics before the war but
he had a completely matured instinct for war. He said
simply, "War means fighting and fighting means killing."®%
His instincts were nearly always correct.

Forrest was an offensive fighter. He did not however
like the frontal attacks that were a hallmark of generals of
both sides of this conflict. Forrest liked to hit his enemy
in the flank, or, as he called it, "hitting ‘em on the end."
He picked spots the enemy would not expect and he hit them
in more than one place at the time. He did like to arrive
first and with a decisive force at the point of impact. On
such occasions, he yelled his favorite battle cry, "Forward,

men, and mix with ‘em!"®e

Forrest's contribution to tactics during this war was
in the realm of mounted infantry and raids. His men could
fight on horseback but their primary goal was to ride to the
point of battle quickly, dismount and fight as light
infantry. They were excellent at this type of fighting and
even won recognition from the infantry. Forrest also did
large amounts of damage on his raids. His were not the
fanciful galas of J.E.B. Stuart or the fool-hardy rampages

of John H. Morgan. His raids went far behind the enemy

lines to occupy an area and defeat any enemy that would come




out to fight him. He did not usual.y plan hit and run
affairs nor did he usually bring his men and horses back
totally wiped out and ineffective.®”

Forrest concentrated firepower in his tactics. He used
pistols for close—-in work and when mounted but preferred the
short Enfield for his men in their dismounted role. He
combined artillery in all of his fights once he learned of
its usefulness. He decided to read the artillery manual and
learn early in the war. He came to like the range and
effect of artillery and was a master at using fires to save
his troops’ lives if possible.®®

Forrest was a fighter but a very independent one. He
had argued with as many men as had Bragg. He could perform
his job better than any other but he was not a team plaver.
As he moved toward the summer and fall of 1863, Forrest was
as-much a part of the problem as he was the solution.

These three men lead the Army of Tennessee and its
cavalry throughout the campaigns addressed in this study.
Their influence will be apparent in the missions assigned
and the manner in which those missions were executed. The
success of the Confederate cavalry at Chickamauga rode on
the shoulders of three very diverse soldiers who departed

these campaigns with grossly disparate reputations.
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CHAFTER THREE

Tullahoma Campaign

The Tullahoma Campaign demonstrated the low point to
which the Army of Tennessee could sink without actually
losing a battle. FRosecrans deceived and then flanked the
Confederate army out of its strong defensive position with
hardly a murmur of protest. The campaign lasted only
fifteen days, 23 June to 7 July 1863, and the Southern cause
lost all of Middle Tennessee. Only for short periods of
time during the rest of the war would a Southern army
control portions of Middle Tennessee, and then, only the
ground upon which they stood.

General Bragg encamped his army on the Duck River south
of Murfreesboro after withdrawing from that battlefield in
January 1863. For six months, he strengthened his lines
which spread across seventy miles of countryside from
McMinnville to Columbia, Tennessee. At the apex of the arc
created by Bragg’'s army was the Union army of General
William S. Rosecrans at Murfreesboro.?®

Logistics and geography worked against Bragg’'s defense.
In the vicinity of Bragg’'s army, numerous roads led from
Mur freesboro to Chatttanocoga. The railroad from Louisville
to Nashville continued through the heart of Bragg's
defensive area and on from Tullahoma to his base in
Chattanooga. Numerous water courses ran east to west across
the line of march of Bragg’'s supply lines, the largest ones

being the Duck, the Elk, and the Tennessee Rivers. From
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Murfreesboro to the east, the land was covered with steep
and rugged mountains covered in forests. Through these
mountains ran several roads of dubious quality. The roads
wound through the mountains and descended into the valleys
in small, winding strips pointed generally in the direction
of low spots in the mountains. The local population
referred to these laow spots as '"gaps'", but they were
certainly not easily identifiable or pronounced terrain
tfeatures. Given the type of terrain, it is easy to
understand why the sparsely settled area had little
available provender for an army.=*

General Bragg’'s main problem was that the area was so
vast that he did not have adequate forces to fortify it all,
Rosecrans could outflank Bragg, no matter how far Bragg
spread out, The terrain became more dif%;cult the further
to the east the army travelleq, s0 no matter how fast EBragg
moved his army, the chasing army was always qoing to catch
up faster than he could get away.

Many places existed along the line of communications
which could be used to delay or stop an attacking force. As
mentioned above, though, most of these places could still be
taken by flanking the defending force. Still, these
locations along the main avenue could be interdicted and,
even if lost, they could be made useless to the invader.
Tunnels and bridges on the railroad lines, the constricted

gaps over the mountains, and the numerous bridges, ferries,
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and fords could be destroyed or damaged to delay the enemy
or harrass his supply lines.

General Bragg had another major reason, besides
guarding against & Union advance, to spread his army over
auch a wide front. The Army of Tennessee was very short on
food for its men and its animals. The area was not the best
land from which to feed an army, so0 Bragg was forced to put
separate parts of the army in different locations for it to
be able teo sustain itself. Even with these efforts across
large areas, the army was still required to collect supplies
from as far west as Franklin, Tennessee and south into
Al abama. Wide-ranging foraging caused a major taxation of
Bragg's weak transportation and draft animal resources. The
wagons and animals, already in acute demand, were worn out
by the great distances travelled. It seemed that all
solutions to his problems only made Bragg's shortages more
severe.™

Bragg made his dispositions in accordance with his
military and logistics requirements. He maintained his
headquarters at Tullahoma, south of the Duck River. His
infantry corps fortified the Duck River. Confederate
Lieutenant General Leonidas Polk commanded a corps dug in
around Shelbyville. His partner, Lieutenant General William
J. Hardee, commanded the other corps entrenched in the
vicinity of Wartrace. Each corps had a cavalry unit
detailed to screen the flanks. Forrest’'s cavalry division

covered Folk’'s corps on the army’'s left. From Wartrace to
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McMinnville in the east, Wheeler's cavalry corps covered
Hardee. Each cavalry screen covured a distance of about
thirty miles.”®

During the time spent in front of Rosecrans’ army at
Murfreesboro, the Confederate cavalry units were spread
thinly. Wheeler 's Corps was garrisoning the eastern flank,
but was split, and was not concentrating on its screening
mission. On the western flank, the command and control
changed along with the numerous divisions of the forces.
Upon reorganization in February after Murfreesboro, the
cavalry appeared to be well set. By early May, they even
numbered nearly siuteen thousand effective troopers.
However, neither flank was well—-manned nor intently
dedicated to the job at hand.”

General Bragg gave the units their assignments and
areas of responsibility around 23 April.® These orders were
not overly specific, but, by 1863, the cavalry commanders
should have known instinctively what was expected of them
when given a particular situation. They should have been
well aware of the nature of information that would be useful
to the army commander. What they actually attempted and
accomplished was qQquite a bit less, and acutely degraded the
perfarmance of the Army of Tennessee.

On 6 June, Wheeler received specific orders from
General Bragg. These orders said:

The advance is almost certain, Concentrate your
whole force....that General Morgan might reliave you

and allow your whole command to move round to our front
{(Shelbyville)...Hurry the movement as we have reports
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of the enemy’'s advance.”
To accomplish this mission, Wheeler had only the numbers
assigned as shown in Table 1.°®

Wheeler made his troop dispositions between Shelbyville
and McMinnville as seen on Map 2. Orders to these units are
not specifically detailed in the Dfficial Records as Wheeler
made no official report of the campaign, but were probably
very generally stated along the same lines as those received
from Bragg.® His major problems with dispositions came in
the form of a command failure at corps and army levels.

Wheeler lost control over his most flamboyant and
notable subordinate. As a cavalry division commander,
Prigadier General John Hunt Morgan continually caused
trouble for Wheeler and the army. He much preferred to
operate independently and felt he was being suppressed by
beiné assigned to a subordinate role. Wheeler assignmed
Morgan’'s division to picket the army’'s extreme right flank
along the road from Murfreesboro to McMinnville and
Nashville to Knoxville.'?®

Morgan found this mission totally unfit for his style
of war and his ego. He much preferred to leave the main
army and conduct a raid into Kentucky. Bragg disagreed with
Morgan and kept him on the picket duty, a mission which
supported the effort of the army as a whole. Morgan'’'s
dislike of this service became quite obvious. He felt he
was being maligned by the high command because he was not a

professional, a West Pointer, so he let discipline and
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diligence slip. Union troops overran his headquarters and
captured his wife in April, partly due to his lackadaisical
attitude towards Wheeler 's orders. By then, Bragg and his
corps cammanders began to lose faith in Morgan,.?®?

Finally, the situation degenerated to the point where
Wheeler prevailed upon Bragg to allow Morgan his raid. Even
though Bragg knew by &6 June that the enemy was planning &
move, he still further fragmented his already thinly
stretched cavalry by detaching Morgan and 2,500 men on 18
June, less than a week before the Union advance began.
Wheeler refused Morgan permission to cross the Ohio River in
the raid. Wheeler instructed Morgan to return quickly, but
gave no further specific instfuctiéns. The command allowed
Morgan to leave merely because he was a disruption if he
stayed. *=

To add insult to the injury already inflicted,

Wheeler 's ccrbs also lost Brigadier General Philip Roddey’'s
180@~-man brigade. Bragg sent this unit into Northern

Al abama at the same time he allowed Morgan to leave.

Wheeler stretched his forces over & wide front with no depth
to his positions and, still, his numbers were diminished by
over 000 men. Combined with troop transfers on the left
flank, Bragg allowed his cavalry to be frittered away. He
boasted only about nine thousand cavalry by late June. His
army would pay for this shortsightedness. =

After the loss of troopers, EBragg did not change or

focus Wheeler 's orders. Wheeler had fewer troops to
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accomplish the same mission. He himself found this mission
a less than glorious occupation. While Wheeler defended the
army’'s flanks from Hoover ‘s Gap eastward, Bragg turned
towards what he felt would be the main Union thrust, the
fortifications at Shelbyville and Wartrace. Since most of
the attention in his own army, and the current
demonstrations of the enemy army, appeared to be in the
vicinity of Shelbyville, Wheeler allowed his attention and
his units to wander almost exclusively to that area without
orders.

In all actuality, Wheeler ignored his original orders
by leaving the eastern flank essentially unguarded once
Morgan left the army. East of Liberty Gap, Brigadier
General Will Martin’'s division went to help Forrest on the
left. A single brigade, Harrison’'s, from Brigadier Gereral
John Wharton’'s division remained ﬁo watch from Hoover 's Gap
to Liberty Gap. What proved to be the most critical
location, Hoover ‘s Gap itself, contained only one of
Wharton 's weakened regiments, the 1st Kentucky, to guard it.
The defenses in the gap were strong, but no adequate
reconnaissance was substantially forward of the entrance to
the gap and the infantry was too far back to respond
immediately to a call for help.®

Wheeler personally commanded only about a division, in
the center of the infantry line. He had little contact with
and no ability to support or reinforce his units to the

east. He focused his attention on the roads into
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Shelbyville where a strong Union advance was begun on 24
June.*=

Rosecrans obviously was well-informed on the problems
facing Bragg. "0ld Rosey" spent quite some time setting his
plan and preparing his forces. He incorporated Bragg's
extended forces, Bragg's army’'s condition, and the geography
of the land to set up deception plans and ruses to insure
success when he finally moved.

There were several options open to the Union forces in
‘attacking Bragg. Rosecrans knew he couldkmove to the west
to threaten EBragq's food supply which was being brought over
long distances. He knew also that he had available good
routes into Bragg’'s rear by turning the eastern flank and
trapping the Army of Tennessee against the Duck River.
Another option for Rosecrans was & head—on movement south
from Murfreesboro towards Shelbyville and Wartrace. Any of
these routes, if pressed vigorously, would force Eragg to
abandon his whole line. Rosecrans came up with a plan that
combined all of these avenues of aoproach.?*

Bragg, on the other hand, had no distinct plan. Bragg
was not on good terms with his commanders and took no time
to explain his strategy or plan. Being spread so thinly,
and with his troops ill—-fed, General Bragg believed he was
required to stay on the defensive. All of his intelligence
sources told Bragg that his enemy was well supplied and
filled with reinforcements. He vaguely let it be known that

he expected an attack against Hardee at Wartrace. Hardee
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was to hold in his entrenchments while Folk marched north
from Shelbyville and then turned east to hit the Union
flank. Bragg expected very little activity on his army’'s
flanka. The cavalry was to provide a screen on these flanks
and guard the gaps leading into the Southern defenses. Folk
and Hardee were confused by the plan and skeptical that
Hardee s line could be held.*'”

Rosecrans’' plan incorporated all of his options and
maximized their effectiveness by playing on Bragg’'s fears.
Rosecrans decided to feint toward Columbia to keep the
Confederates wondering about their food supply. Bragg
expected this and kept Forrest in place to watch for it.
Rosecrans made moves at McMinnville to the east early in
April to keep Bragg concerned over the right flank. FBragg
worried about it and kept Wheeler, with Morgan, in plade
until all activity stopoed in that direction early in June.
By June 1863, most of Roéecrans activity had moved back to
the center of Polk’'s and Hardee's lines drawing Bragg’'s
attention to that front. Confederate interest with the
flanks was lost.?'®

Rosecrans finally made his move on 24 June 1863, He
sent his reserve corps under General Gordon Granger and his
newly created cavalry corps under General David Stanley
straight toward Folk’'s infantry at Shelbyville. These
forces initiated standard deception practices by making
excessive noise and lighting numerous additional campfires

to foster the impression that a major advance had been
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initiated on this route. General Alexander M. McCook's XX
Corps moved behind Granger until they reached the road to
Wartrace and then headed toward Hardee's infantry around
Wartrace. Bragg's suspicions were coming true but he did
not know it.*”

In the meantime, Rosecrans had two large corps of
infantry left. These troops were his true main effort.
General George H. Thomas's XIV Corps and General Thomas L.
Crittenden’'s XXI Corps marched esast toward Manchester,
bowling through Wheeler's light cavalry screen.=*?

As the Union advance developed on 24 June, Bragg
entered into a period when he did not know what was
happening around him. His screen was so weak to the right
that the significant enemy movements there were misread or
missed completely. In the center of the Southern line at
Shelbyville, Bragg received bad information from Wheeler.
Since he had no information from other sectors of the field,
Wheeler was convinced that the strong cavalry and infantry
advances on his positions which began on 23 June were the
main enemy effort. This misreading of the situation may
have been a result of Wheeler trying to justify his being
out of position contrary to Bragg’'s orders. He may have
been attempcing to pat himself aoan the back for his seemingly
brilliant reading of the enemy’'s intentions to justify his
disobedience. Either way, Wheeler was convinced that the
advance on the Shelbyville works was the main effort and he

passed that conviction on to Bragg. Wheeler was not only

80




wasting his effort against a feint, but he also missed the
main effort. Rosecrans’ deception worked beautifully.=?

In the meantime, the 1st Kentucky Cavalry had remained
in Hoover's Gap.22 0On the rainy morning of 24 June, Union
Colonel John T. Wilder 's brigade of mounted infantry
attacked this regiment and literally ran them out of the
Gap. Since this occurred so rapidly, the screen did not
have the opportunity to warn the infantry units in support.
The nearest infantry support was four miles south near EBeech
Grove. No one notified this unit, Bate’'s Brigade of
Stewart's Division, until well into the aftermnoon of the

attack. A counterattack late in the afternoon failed to

dislodge the then entrenched Union brigade firing Spencer
rifles. Outnumbered by manpower alone, Bate was certain he
had run into a much larger unit as ne and his men were
introduced to the rapid firing new weaporn. The Confederates
lost control of the gap and the cavalry units had hardly
even slowed the advance.=®>

Harrison's Brigade remained the only cavalry unit
facing a determined advance in the vicinity of Hoover's Gap.
Wheeler had the sister brigade of Wharton's Division with
him in front of Shelbyville. Harrison’'s men, under
Wharton's direct command, began a weak screen of Hardee's
Corps in the vicinity of Wartrace to Beech Grove. The main
goal of this brigade appeared to be to maintain contact
between Stewart’'s and Cleburne’'s Divisions so that Hardee's

Corps was not split. To accomplish this, Wharton allowed
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himself to be pushed back to the west once he was sure he
could not hold his line. This, indeed, happened by the
evening of 25 June. The primary upshaot of falling back to
the west was that no force remained to contest a Union
advance into Bragg's rear by way of Manchester. Bragg was
in danger of being cut ~%f from his lines of communications
to Chattanoaoga. He not only did not know of this danger,
but he actively gave orders which facilitated the process.

Initially, the rest of Harrison’'s Brigade guarded
around and in Liberty Gap in front of Cleburne‘'s Division.
A brigade of this division, Liddell 's, had two of its
regiments attacked and thrown back out of the Gap late on 24
June. Bragg’'s headquartérs knew of the events on Cleburne’s
front as they developed, so his situation was known to the
high command, in distinct contrast to Stewart’'s unrealized
predicament.=° Nheelér also informed Bragg as pressure on
the Shelbyville axis diminished. The news from Wheeler and
Cleburne, and the lack of news from Stewart, convinced Bragg
on 25 June that the Liberty Gap axis was the main attack and
he moved to counterattack it in the flank with Polk's
Corps.== Wheeler ‘s lack of control over all of his thinly
spread units still gave Bragg bad intelligence from which to
make decisions.

Finally, on 26 June, two days later, Bragg received
word of the hazard to his right flank from Stewart. By
then, the Union’'s X1V Corps not only had uncontested

possession of the Manchester Pike, but was within six miles




of Manchester inself. This open door put Union forces
across the Duck River, behind Bragg’'s army which still
fortified north of the river from Shelbyville to Wartrace.
Confederate headquarters at Tullahoma was vulnerable, also.
Immediately, Bragg recognized his dilemma and called off his
plans for Folk’'s counterattack. He called for both of his
corps to fall back upon the defenses of Tullahoma.<®

Wheeler ‘s cavalry units covered both corps as they
pulled out of position. To accomplish this task, Wharton
still had only Harrison's HBrigade to protect Hardee’'s Corps
and screen the army’'s right flank from the enemy forces now
moving into Manchester. Wheeler had Wharton's other
brigade, commanded by CLolonel C.C. Crews, along with Will
Martin’'s returned division to protect Polk’'s Corps and the
vast amount of supplies built up in Shelbyville over the six
months of relative inactivity. These supplies and the
transport allocated to moving them were vital to Bragg's
success and ability to remain in the field. Wheeler held
Guy ‘s Gap in front of Polk. He stayed there with Martin's
DPivision and Crews’' Brigade to allow Folk time to move his
Corps and the supply train across the Duck River at
Shelbyville and south to the rendezvous in the Tullahoma
defenses.<”

Bragg fell completely into Rosecrans’ trap. When Bragg
realized his flank was turned, he discarded his previous
plan and ordered the army to fall back on Tullahoma. Eragg

decided to challenge Rosecrans to a battle from the
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Tullahoma defenses. However, it took Hragg's army too long

to concentrate into Tullahoma. The day the campaign began,

rain started to fall and continued for over two weeks.

These rains caused extremely difficult conditions for both

armies, but especially slowed Bragg’'s efforts to establish a

defensive line. Eventually, Bragg had his whole army at

Tullahoma by 29 June. Union forces were all around his

front and flanks, and they severely threatened his rear.*®

From his triumphant return to the army after the
Streight raid to the beginning of Rosecrans’ advance,
Forrest’'s units encountered blueclad troops almost daily.
Very little of this skirmishing amounted to more than
letting each other know that someone was on guard. Forrest
maintained his vigilance and the inviclability of Bragg's
flank while the main armies prepared for whatever came next.
Even then, Bragg’'s favorite source of intelligence on enemy
operations came from the newspaper of the enemy occupied
areas. Nashville and Louisville newspapers were a staple
for Bragg, and numerous Southern sympathizers throughout
Tennessee and Kentucky sent them to his headquarters.=-

Forrest also sent spies and scouts off to his northeast
into the vicinity of Murfreesboro and Nashville. He
actually even had men inside the cities providing Bragg with
his first knowledge that Rosecrans was béginning to mave.

On 1 June, Forrest informed Eragg that the enemy was
preparing to move.*%? He was unsure whether they would move

forward or backward due to conflicting data, but certainly a
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mave was imminent. On 2 June, other scouts reported that
Rosecrans had cavalry units concentrating at Murfreesboro
giving the appearance of a move south.®! Unpion officers
suspected Forrest of sending two captured spies inteo the
Union camp at Franklin. Rosecrans ordered these men hung
after an immediate drumhead court martial "thus placing it
beyond the possibility of Forrest s profiting by the

=z

information they have gained". The spies never revealed
their purpose or the originator of their orders, but Forrest
was the first suspect.

As much as Forrest was an active campaigner during this
time frame, he was also causing consternation in tha Union
ranks in a passive way. He became a source of immense
irritation to the Northern leaders, all the vay up to
Fresident Lincoln and Secretary of War Edwin A. Stanton.
They were waorried in Washington that Forrest would get away
from Rosecrans and fall onto General Grant’'s Vicksburg
operations and communications lines. General-in-Chief
Halleck ordered Rosecrans to keep Forrest ovccupied and
present in middle Tennessee.®: ‘4 Ag for Rosecrans, his
fear of Forrest kept him constantly demanding more cavalry
of General Halleck. The net result was that Rosecrans
continued to delay his advance awaiting the cavalry which
could protect him from Forrest's depradations.><

However, even with daily skirmishing across the screen

line, no significant action occurred on the left flank of

Fragg's army as the Union advance progressed into 26 June.
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Forrest was prepared to cover PFolk’'s northern flank when he
turned to hit the enemy advance at Liberty Gap. When Eragg
rescinded the order for this counterattack,™® Forrest was
still withdrawing from his picket lines and reconsolidating
his division. When he arrived, he found Folk already out of
Shelbyville on 27 June.™” However, events were not to
transpire smaothly, but they created another legend for
Southern folklore .

Neither Southern cavalry commander completed an
official report for the Tullahoma Campaign. Numerous
references mention both in the Official Records. Even then,
very few pieces of correspondence directly to or from them
swvived to be included with the records of the Army of
Tennessee.™® However, the story of the fight at Newsom’'s
(or Skull Camp) Bridge in Shelbyville is recounted in every
biography of the numerous men involved in the fight as well
as in the reports of the Union commanders who were there.="
The acconunts vary depending upon the color of the writer's
uniform, but each attaches honor and skill to both sides.

The division with Wheeler covered the enemy movements
at Guy’'s Gap through 26 June. The brigade with Wharton
remained as the rear guard for Hardee’'s Corps at Wartrace.*?
While in the hills north of Shelbyville, Wheeler held off
Stanley’'s cavalry and Granger’'s reserve corps infantry.

Polk received orders on 26 June, after conferring with
Bragg, to withdraw.?* As Polk pulled out of Shelbyville on

27 June, Union forces threw Wheeler out of Guy's Gap.
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Wheeler 's mission remained to cover Folk's withdrawal and
this now became a running fight with Stanley’'s Cavalry under
Colonel Robert H. G. Minty. Even though Stanley and Granger
were wary of Forrest’'s whereabouts, Stanley asked for
permission to chase Wheeler'’'s three brigades to the Duck
River in Shelbyville.?* He received permission and
Stanley’'s 4th U.S5. Regulars and the 1st Middle Tennessee
Cavalry moved in hot pursuit under Colonel Minty.*™

As he tried to make a stand in the abandoned
fortifications north of town, the full force of the
reorganized Union cavalry, under brilliant and energetic
leadership, hit Wheeler 's forces. Minty‘'s charge broke
Wheeler 's troopers who lost nearly 3080 prisoners and
retreated to another line fronted by four artillery pieces.
The Federals continued their mounted charge and completely
broke the Confederate ranks, scattering them in all
directions. Most headed across the Skull Camp Bridge to
follow Polk‘'s retreating wagons.<**

Just after Wheeler and his men made it south of the
Duck River, Major G. V. Ramant, Forrest’'s Chief of
Commissary, arrived with word of Forrest's imminent arrival
uwpon the scene.?® Even though no one had been able to find
him bafore this word arrived, Forrest was within sight of
Shelbyville as Minty pushed Wheeler across the bridge.
Luckily for the Southerners, the Union cavalry still did not
have that word and would only learn of the events which

transpired next at a later date. Wheeler then made a very
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brave and foolhardy decision to attempt to save Forrest. It
cost him dearly in killed and captured,

Wheeler and Martin led the 1st Confederate Cavalry and
two guns back to the north side of the bridge in an attempt
to clear the Federals from the bridge and bhold it open for
Forrest. This move cleared the bridge momentarily before it
was innundated by fresh Federals. The Federals chopped the
1st Confederates, who lost their Colonel, Lieutenant
Colonel, and reciuental colors as well as up to S00 other
ranks, to pieces. Wheeler turned to the river and gave the
order for the remainder to cut their way out after an
overturned caisson blocked the bridge. Wheeler and Martin,
along with a handful of others, survived a leap into the
river. Most never got the apportunity to jump or were
drowned in the attempt.®® Forrest noted the change in the
situation by the noise level and turned to go north. He
crossed the river at another spot. Both Forrest and Wheeler
moved to Polk’'s rear to guard the wagons enroute to
Tullahoma.

The Federals reveled in their good day’'s work, but
failed to realize how close and unquarded Folk’'s wagons were
when they took Shelbyville. They made no further pursuit,
but found few stores left behind.?*” Folk and Wheeler
succeeded in getting away, but Confederate cavalry paid
dearly. Stanley believed and said in his memoirs that the

Army of Tennessee’'s cavalry "never recovered from the
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demoralizing effect which it experienced that dav of being
ridden down by the Union cavalry".®®

Meanwhile, Wharton, with Harrison's Brigade, was
covering Hardee’'s retreat to Tullabhoma. In so doing, they
left the Manchester Fike open to Union opportunity. In this
general Union advance, Union cavalry toolk advantage of their
opportunities. 0On 26 June, Wharton fell back towards Hardes
and remained in the vicinity of Fairfield. On 27 June,
Wharton arrived at Wartrace as Hardee began his retreat.
Wharton found no enemy to his front and recorted to Wheelar
that he was going to send two regiments to find and attack
them.??” This he failed to accomplish because the enemy was
already past him and moving south to Marichester and beyond.

By 28 June, Wilder and his "Lightning Brigade" moved
south along the Manchester Fike headed deep into EBragg's
rear. Wilder moved his men towards Hillsboro, Estill
Springs, and Felham with the intent of taking the bridges
across the Elk River. The destruction of the Estill Springs
Bridge would cut Bragg's line of retreat. The Felham bridge
would help Wilder's expedition, if he could hold it. His
men did save the bridge at Pelham for use by themselves and,
later, by Thaomas’' XIV Corps. The bridge at Estill Springs
was too strongly held for Wilder 's men to capture. Still,
Wilder moved further south,®®

By 28 June, Forrest closed on the army at Tullahoma and
was sent toward Manchester. He sent Starnes’ Bringado *hword

Manchester and Dibrell 's 8th Tennessee Cavalry toward
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Hillsboro. On 30 June, Dibrell 's men caught Wilder's
brigade tearing up track at Decherd after following them
from Hillsboro. Even though they arrived too late to save
the stores in the railroad depot and some trestle
manufacturing equipment, Dibrell’'s 8th did manage to rescue
the garrison and run Wilder's men eff with enly 308 vards af

+

track uprooted.®* Forrest himself used Armstrong’'s Brigade
and his escort to attempt to cut off Wilder 's retreat to
Felham. With only his escort, he met and passed by Wilder's
advance guard, But before the brigade could get into
supporting distance, Forrest ran into Wilder's whole column
and turned around. He quickly cut down the advance guard as
he returned. Wilder, with the rest of his unit, was able to
get away.>=

In the meantime, Starnes with the rest of his brigade
ran into the body of Crittenden’'s XXI Corps following Wilder
on the Manchester FPike axis. Starnes put out a strong
skirmish line and advanced to slow the lead units. His
actions delayed the enemy advance, but cost him his life.
On the evening of 30 June, Dibrell became the brigade
commander . With enemy forces this near to Tullahoma and
held at bay by only a cavalry brigade, Bragg realized his
position was untenable. His Chief of Staff, Erigadier
General W. W. Mackall kept asking Wheeler for accurate
reports on enemy whereabouts and strength on the armv’'s
right.=* When reliable intelligence did not come, Bragg

finally bowed to Hardee’'s advice®® and ordered a retreat to
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the mountains near Cowan.®* Bragg pulled behind the Elk
River, destroyed the bridges over the flooded river, and set
a line of battle on 2 July with both flanks anchored on the
mountains. <=~

Wheeler continued to cover the retreat and Forrest
covered the right flank and held the gaps in the Cumberland
Mountains.®® Again, numerous skirmishes occurred between
the two forces’ cavalry units. Braggqg ordered Wheeler to
burn the Allisona Railroad Br.dge after crossing the Elk
River, which was done.®%

Still, by 1 July, the Federal fortces crossed the Elk
River well north and east of Confederate forces which still
put the Southerners in jeopardy of being turned away from
their escape route to Chattanooga. However, the last of the
serious fighting im this campaign occurred near the Duch
River and at the fords of thé Elk RiVEﬁ before the
Confederates pulled out of Tullahoma. By the time Bragg
moved south, Rosecrans decided to bring up his whole army
and consolidate it. When Rosecrans showed no inclination to
attack the Confederate line at the mountains south of Cowan,
Bragg ordered a retreat behind the Tennessee River and into
Chattanooga at 1:30 A.M. on 2 July.*®®

Hardee marched his corps through a pass at Brakefield
Point, five miles from Cowan, on 2 July.®®* Forrest covered
him as far as University FPlace. Dibrell’'s brigade held the
pass until 4 July. Armstrong’'s Brigade went ahead of the

infantry to cover the corps’ flank at Jasper, Jjust short of
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the river.®* 0On 4 July, no enemy showed up in pursuit, so
Dibrell followed the infantry to the river. Then, Forrest
sent Dibrell’'s 8th Tennessee around to the east and north
back into the Sparta area north of McMinnville to keep an
eye on Posecrans’ movements.®® This move again caused a
Forrest—-induced panic in the Union high command.*®

Wheeler continued to cover Folk’'s Corps as it came over
the mountains at University Flace. FHEragg, through his Chief
of Staff, W.W. Mackall, ordered Wheeler to destroy bridges
and roads, and to defend the railway.*®® However, as
Wheeler 's men moved down the line of the Nashville and
Chattanooga Railroad out of Cowan, no orders came to
seriously block the large railroad tunnel east of town or
destroy the railroad bed. 'wheeler's men merely choked the
tunnel ‘s ventilator shafts with debris and moved on. They
burned several small bFidges, but - did not touch the large
road or rail trestles.“® This grave mistake was to allow
Rosecrans to resume resupply of his army relatively quickly
in front of Chattanooga. Later, in the Atlanta Campaign,
General William T. Sherman reaped the benefits of this
failure.*”

Bragg managed to make his full retreat by 4 July with
little loss other thanm to his rear guard cavalry which
continued its skirmishing with enemy cavalry. Rosecrans had
stopped his main infantry forces and was reorganizing -- no

longer chasing,<*®




As Folk's men moved toward the river at Bridgeport,
Folk sent Wheeler to a point three miles above the mouth of
Battle Lreek. Folk’'s road came very close to Hardee's road
at that point, and Polk desired that Wheeler reconnoiter the
area to keep it safe and trouble free.®” At 2:30 P.M. on 4
July, Folk released his bridge rights toc Hardee and finished
his corps’ crossing by 4 F.M., Wheeler stayed to cover
Hardee’'s flank until Hardee was completely across the river,
Hardee did not use the bridge, but Wheeler still guarded it.
Wheeler did not want to destroy the bridge after the army’'s
passage until ordered to do so by the commanding general.
In the meantime, on 5 July, he turned the bridge over to
Captain George B. Pickett of the engineers while he went to
get instructions. 8Socon after, the Confederates burned the
last of Bragg’'s pontoon bridges. They regretted this act .
later in the year becguse it placed limitations on Bragg’'s
options.”®

By 9 July, the entire army and its cavalry_were across
the river. The Union cavalry forces pursued to the top of
the Sequatchie Mountains, and then stopped. Rosecrans
stopped his army in the fortifications abandoned by PBragg in
Tullahoma and began to reconstitute his forces.”* The
tifteen day campaign was over. It rained heavily the entire
period of the campaign. As one of Hardee's staff officers
was asked about the derivation of the name "Tullahoma", he
replied "that it was from two Greek words - tulla, meaning

‘mud’ and homa, meaning ‘more mud’ ". This sobriquet seemed
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to fit.”= On 7 July, Bragg ordered Wheeler to picket the
Tennessee below kKelly’'s Ford and Forrest above it. The
expressed intent of the orders was to guard against
desertions from the Army of Tennessee.”™ Thus ended the
Tullahoma Campaign.

Rosecrans had managed a brilliant campaign with total
losses of only S6@ men. Bragg was deceived and unprepared.
He was continually outmaneuvered by Rosecrans and forced to
give up about 100 miles of territory and three lines of
stout entrenchments. Not only was middle Tennessee lost,
but north Alabama above the Tennessee River went with it.
Hardee suffered most of the 1700 Confederate losses, most of
whom were captured along with 11 guns and tons of much
needed supplies.”®

The Confederate cavalry fought a valiant rearguard
fight during the entire retreat to the Tennessee River.
However, this was only after they had failed to discover the
Union main effort in front of Shelbyville. They were out of
position when the time came that they were needed. Bragg
failed to give his cavalry commanders specific instructions
which detailed his intent and their missions. Therefore,
the cavalrymen were guite often not doing what needed to be
done. They failed to be of decisive importance during this

campaign.
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CHAFTER FOUR

The Chickamauga Campaign is a perfect example of
bumbling commanders, wandering armies, and missed
opportunities. During much of the time dedicated to the
"maneuver" phase of this campaign, 8 July to 17 September,
both armies sat back and did very little that was
constructive. General Rosecrans did build up his supplies
for six weeks before he moved so he was well set for the
next phase of his plans. The six weeks required to do this
seemns excessive given the six months spent doing the same
thing before his fifteen day Tullahoma Campaign that was
just finished. He should have been able to move directly
from one phase to the next. Future events would nearly lead
to the starvation of his army in Chattanooga leading one to
believe he did not use his time well.? .

While Rosecrans built up his supplies, Bragg fortified
Chattanooga. This city was Rosecrans’ immediate objective
and he wanted to handle its conquest the same way he had won
middle Tennessee. His plan was to make Bragg leave the city
without a fight. While Rosecrans decided how to go about
doing that, Bragg contemplated a return offensive to middle
Tennessee. However, given his weaknesses in troop strength
and logistics, he soon dropped this idea.=

Confederate cavalry performance during the maneuver
phase was less than optimal. Each unit was assigned a

mission by the high command of the Army of Tennessee, but
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was either assigned the wrong mission, a confused mission,

or it failed to carry out the mission correctly, with a
sense of wgency. This is not to say that they were doing
nothing. The units did keep themselves busy and moving, but
again, as at Tullahoma, they did not give General Bragg an
accurate picture of what was happening around him.

Once the army was south of the Tennessy River, the
cavalry commanders were given areas of responsibility to
picket., See Map 3. Bragg assigned Wheeler’'s Corps the
crossings of the Tennessee south of Chattanooga, as well as
command of Roddey’'s Brigade which was further to the east of
Decatur, Alabama. Forrest obeyed orders to picket the
crossings from kKelley’'s Ford north to Kingston, where he
maintained his headquarters.™ Assisting in this picket of
the river was the Confederate infantry. Dn.12 July, Bragg
ordered Folk to provide a brigade to guard the river from
Bridgeport to Shellmound, a stretch of the river within
Wheeler 's area of responsibility.® PBrigadier General Fatton
Anderson’'s brigade drew this duty with the 3rd Confederate
Cavalry Regiment at Bridgeport subject to his orders.”
However, in Forrest’'s area, instead of only & brigade, most
of the Confederate infantry garrisoned from Chattancoga
north to the Hiwassee River.® 0On 20 July, the cavalry
submitted the "return of troops" as in Table 2.7

Wheeler was still in Chattanooga on 19 July developing
a plan to defend the railroads in the state of Georgiasx.

This he submitted on 19 July. He concluded that a cavalry
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ckamauga Campaign
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division at Rome, Beorgia and one at Gadsden, Alabama were
called for to defend against Rosecrans’' cavalry.” The
orders allowing Wheeler to implement this pfan and establish
his headquarters at Gadsden, arrived on 22 July.?

Forrest'’'s division at first went into camp around
Chattanooga to refit and await orders. All of the men were
on the east bank of the Tennessee except for Dibrell ‘s 8th
Tennessee, which Forrest sent to watch Rosecrans’ army from
the vicinity of Sparta, Tennessee, on Dibrell 's own
plantation. Until 24 July, Forrest ‘s men rested due to the
inaction of both sides of the conflict. He then received
orders to move north to Kingston, Tennessee. His mission
there was to watch the approach to the Tennessee from across
the Sequatchie Valley towards Chattanooga and to watch
Burnside as he moved his XXIII Corps on Knoxville.?®

Between the end of the Tullahoma Campaign on 7 July and
the beginning of the Chickamauga Campaign on 16 August,
Rosecrans kept a busy schedule for his troops. Before he
could move forward, he needed to secure his lines of supply
and communications. He needed to repair the Nashville and
Chattanooga Railroad as far as Stevenson, Alabama, so that a
free flow of supplies would exist. The roads were nearly
impossible to traverse with the amount of supplies required
by the Army of the Cumberland, so the railroad was
essential. The area between Stevenson, Bridgeport, and
Tracy City became a huge supply depot which was needed to

ensure continuous supply of the army. Union engineers
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rebuilt the Elk River Fridge by 13 July and the main line to

Bridgeport was open by 25 July. They completed the branch

to Tracy City on 13 August, one day after the special engine

required to neqgotiate the steep switchbacks on this line

arrived. When this line opened, Rosecrans began his .
advance. *?

Rosecrans experienced no problems reinforcing or
resupplying his forces. As has been recounted earlier,
Bragg’'s army retreated through the area so rapidly that very
little destruction had been accomplished on the limes of
communication, roads, and railroads. Rain fell so hard for
s0 long that bridges that were set afire by Forrest’'s and
Wheeler 's units simply would not burn. Wheeler left the
railroad tunnel in the mountains near Cowan intact in the
rush to leave. FHragg may havé héd hopes of its use to
supply future Southern moves. 8Since the Confederate; did so
little damage, all of the routes required to supply the
Federal campaign against Chattanooga were fully operational
by 25 July, all the way to the Tennessee River.'=

Bragg was still having a difficult time supplying his
army. He sat at the railroads of Chattanooga directly north
of the great depot in Atlanta and still he could not get
food for his army. The cumbersome Confederate Subsistence
Department supplied General R. E. Lee’'s Army of Northern
Virginia from this area. Bragg had to go elsewhere, outside
of his own area of operations, for subsistence. FBragg also

believed that his 25,000 men were facing an army of 100,000
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Unionists being reintorced by troops now released from their
successful Vicksburg siege. To solve his military problems
he needed more troops, but these troops only added to his
mounting logistics problems. '™

Rosecrans knew that Chattanooga was too well defended
for him to be able to take it by assault. He had no desire
to give battle to take Chattanooga if he could turn Bragg's
flank again and accomplish the same purpose. Therefore, he
had to decide whether to go north or south of the town to
cross the river and come in behind Bragg's army in its
defenses. 1+ he got behind Bragg, he would at least force
Bragg out of Chattanooga. He might even cut Bragg off from
his only supply line to Atlanta.

Rosecrans set about making his plans and decisions. 1f
he went north, he would have to cross the Cumberland
Mountains and Walden's Ridge, but his flanks would be
covered by General Ambrose E. Burnside’'s army moving to
capture kKnoxville. This route provided several places to
cross the river and march south along good routes into
Chattanooga. If he went south, he would have to provide his
own flank security and his units would be widely separated
at distant crossing sites. He also would have difficult
terrain to cross in approaching Chattancoga itself. This
same difficult terrain, though, would allow him to get far
into Bragg’'s rear even while gplitting his own forces.'?

Rosecrans decided to operate south and west of

Chattanooga. He would be able to directly supply his forces
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by railroad rather than having to climb the tenuous gaps in
Walden's Ridge. He believed, though, that he needed to
convince Bragg that the northern sites were to be used so
that surprise would allow him to get his army east of the
Tennessee River. Again, Rosecrans used excellent deception
and the lack of Confederate reconnaissance to his benefit. '™

Bragg pulled his army into Chattanoocga. Major General
Simon B. Buckner's army of 9,000 abandoned kKnoxville in
early September as Burnside approached. These men then
reinforced Bragg’'s army. The additional men were needed,
but the resultant loss of kEnoxville and its railway direct
to Virginia would hurt the cause very soon. PRurnside stayed
northeast of Chattanooga. General Joseph E. Johnston’'s army
in central Mississippi also reinforced Bragg with 11,500
troops. On the flank north of town, Forrest's cavalry
provided a screen on the east side of the river; Wheeler 's
corps did the same south of Chattanooga.?'®

During this lull in the active campaigning, Wheeler had
his orders to picket the river.*?” He did not accomplish
this mission very ably. Rather tham putting his whole
effort into watching the river, he left a very thin screen
across many miles of river and pulled his units back to
relax. Bragg’'s Chief of Staff, W. W. Mackall, informed
Wheeler at Trenton on 9 July, that Bragg considered
information on Rosecrans’ movements vital. Wheeler was
responsible for the Union right and Forrest would cover the

left flank of the enemy. A small force of scouts was
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required to gather this information. Forrest had Colaonel
Dibrell with the 8th Tennessee at Sparta. Lieutenant J. A.
McFerrin covered Wheeler 's front. He ranged far and wide to
watch Rosecrans and bring in supplies. He remained west of
the river until six days after Rosecrans began his
advance. *”

Wheeler spread his corps out gquite a long distence trom
the Tennessee River. From Wharton's Division, Wheeler left
Colonel W. N. Estes and the 3rd Confederate Cavalry to
picket the river from Bridgeport to Guntersville. The rest
of Wharton s Division moved to Rome, Georgia. From Martin s
Division, only Colonel W. B. Wade's 8th Confederate Cavalry
picketed from Guntersville to Decatur. Martin and the
remainder of his division quartered themselves near
Alexandria, Alabama. General F. D. Roddey’'s separate
brigade, the so-called District of Nortﬁern Alabama,'? was
attached to Wheeler's Corps and operated from Decatur west
as far as Corinth, Mississippi. Roddey’'s headquarters was
near Tuscumbia, Alabama. The 4th Alabama was detailed to
General Gideon Fillow on 15 July to aid in conscription
duty.=? Wheeler claimed in his report that he detailed an
additional regiment to this duty, but there is no other
evidence of this.=*

As Wheeler garrisoned the western flank, news of the
Morgan raid began to filter back to the army. After
disobeying orders and crossing the Ohio River, General John

Morgan raided into Indiama and Ohio. He ran into much more
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difficulty then he had expected because there was no local
Copperhead uwprising or offer of assistance at any point.
Union forces chased him unmercifully.=* After three and a
hal+ weeks of raiding and running, these Union forces
captured Maorgan and most of the remnant of his 2,500-man
raiding force near New Lisbon, Ohio on 26 July.=*® Very few
cf his men made it back to friendly lines. The cavalry
assigned to Buckner in east Tennessee absorbed those that
did. One whole division of Wheeler s Corps ceased to
exist.=*

Wheeler kept his units spread out and, to some extent,
they were refitting and remounting. In many cases, they
were merely relaxing and maintaining an undisciplined
lifestyle. The Army of Tennessee itself complained about
the way the cavalry units behaved. " In all cases mentioned
in the reports, these units were under Wheeler 's command,
not Forrest's. On 3@ July, Eragg sent an "information"
message to Wheeler apprising him of the problem. Bragg was
quite obviously telling Wheeler to take control of the two
units mentioned in particular, Breckenridge's Regiment (one
of Morgan's survivors) and R. D. Allison’'s Squadron, and all
of his command in general. Further mention of misbehavior
is not noted, but Wheeler still exercised only loose
control, as made obvious by the amount of time he required
to gather his units later in the campaign.=®%

Forrest arrived at his location in kKingston and

established contact with Buckner ‘s Department in knouville
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by TQ July. At this time, Buckner ordered his primary
cavalry commander, Brigadier General John Fegram to keep in
constant communication with Forrest. The two organizations
began to work together in the first link-up between the Army
of Tennessee and the Department of East Tennessee.®** Later,
on é& August, the Department of East Tennessee became the Zrd
Corps of Bragg’'s army.=? Numbers and organization of the
Army of Tennessee and Department of East Tennessee cavalry
units on 31 July are noted in Tables 7, 4, and 5.+9

Until the Union army began its advance from the
viginity of Tullahoma, there was little activity along the
river to the north or south of Chattanooga. Numerous slight
skirmishes and reports of contact occurred, but enemy
movements provided very little information at this time.
General Anderson did report on several occasions that enemy
cavalry was seen riding and marauding near the river at the
mouth of Battle Creek and Bridgeport as early as 24 July.=7
The whole country appeared to be alive with small scouts of
cavalry troops, but the Confederates discerned no pattern
from Union efforts.

Forrest and Wheeler gquite legitimately then used this
time to rest and refit their units. As in many other
branches of the army, the cavalry allowed its men to go home
to acquire new outfits of clothing, equipment, and horses.
The cavalry simply took greater liberties with the number of

soldiers absent and the length of time they were gone.
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CAVALRY CORPS.
Maj. Geo. Joscrnt Wnreren
WIARTON’S DIVISIOX,
Brig. Gen. Joux A. Wuantox.
Firat Drigade. Second Drigode.

Col. C. C. Cacws. Col. Tuodas Harmsox.
W Coufederate, Col. W, N. Estos.

%th Alabawa, Col. J. C. Malnue, jr:

2d Georgia, Licut. Col. F. M. Tson. 1t {3] Kentocky, Col, J. B Butler.
3d Geor:h: Liout. Col. R. Thompsou. @th [523! Er:::_“”" Lieat. Col. P. F.
41b Georgls, Col. I W. Avery. #th Texas, Lieat. CoL G. Cook.
11th Texas, Licat. Col. J. M. Bounds. -
drtillery, )

Teonossce Battery, Capt. B. F. White, jt.

“(ARTIN'S DIVISION,
Brig. Gon. WiLL. T. MakTIX.

First Brigada. Second Brigade,
Col. JAMES Hacax, Col. A. A, Russeis.
1st Alabams, Maj. A. H. Johuson. 4th Alabamn, Lieat, Col, J, M, MHam-

3d  Alabama, Licut, Col, T. H. Mauldia. rick,
Glst Alabaros, Capt, M. L. Kirkpatrick. | 1st Coufederate, Capt. C. R. Cosoer.

8th Confederate, Capt, J. H. Ficld.
o S ) drtillery.
Wigging' (Arkazsas) battery, Lient. A, A Blake.

MORGAX'S DIVISION.®

Firet D: 'gade. ~  Becend Brigede.
Col. B. W. Doz Col. B. 8. CrLuxx.
i entoeky, Maj. T. B. Webber. 8th Xeotacky, Col. R, 8. Cluke.
¢ b <entncky, Col. D. H. Bwith. 10th Kentocky, Col. A, R. Johnaou.

6tk Rentacky, Col. J. Warren Grigeby. | Chensalt’s regimeat, Col. D. W, Che.

2th Kentueky, Col. W.C. P. Breckin {‘\_. nsult.
Ward's (9tb Tenoemee) regiment, Cal. W, | Geno's regiment, Lieat. Col J, M. Haf.

W. Ward, : X mas.

drtillery.
Kontacky Batiery, Capt. E. P. Byrne.
DISTRICT OF XORTIERX ALADAMA.
Brig. Gea. P. D. RoppzY..

5th Alabama Cavalry, Col. Josial Patterson.
634 Alabams Cavalry, Col. M. W, Hannon
Roddey's cavalry regiment, Lieut. Col. W, A. Jobnson.
Udnorganized troops, Capt. W'. B. Julisa,
Georgis Battery, Capt. C. B. Ferrell,

FORREST'S CAVALRY DIVISION.
Brig. Gen. Nataax B. Forarst.

Firet Brigede.t Sscoad Drigeds.
Brig. Gen. F. C. AnMsTRONXG. Col. NX. X. Cox.
34 Arkansss, Col. A. W, Holeon. 4th Tennessoe, Maj. W, 8. MeLemore.

. 24 Kentocky,Lient.Col. T.G. Wondward | ¥th [13th]) Tenneses, Lisat. Col. F. B.
1st (G6tb] Teovessee, Col. J. T. Whecler. Daugberty.
McDonald's battalion, Maj. Charles Mc. | 91l [19th] Teouemser, Col. J. B. Biffle.

Dosald. - | 10th Tenneasce.
Escort cowspany, Capt. Jobn Bradiey. 11th Tenneseee, Lient. Co). D. W, Holman.
- Eassort company, Capt. T. J. Gray.

Artillery.

. Tennomes Rattery, Capt 6. L. Freemaa.
Tennemes Battery, Capt. J. V& Morton, 1.
" R

Table 4. Confederate Cavalry Order of Battle, 31 July 1863
Army of Tennessee
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Abstract from field returm of the Department
Buckner commanding, for July 31, 1863
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Table 5. Abstract from Return and Cavalr
Department of East Tennessee

Simon B. Buckner, July 31, 1863

Firet Caralry Brigade (hcadquarters Ebene-
zer, Jenn.).

Brig. Gen. JonN PeGRaM,

1st Georgia, Col. J. J. Morrison.

6th Georgia, Col. John R. Hart.

7th North Carolina Battalion, Licut. Col.
G. N. Folk.

18t Tenuensee, Col. J. E. Carter.

Rucker's legion, Col. E. W, Rucker,

Hawald's Lattery, Capt. Gus. A, Huwald,

Sccond (aralry Brigade (absent in Ken.
tucky).

Col. Jonux & Scori.

10th Confederate, Col. C..7. Goode.
Ist Louisiana, Lient. Col. J. O, Nixon.
ith North Caroliua Battalion, Maj. A. H.
Baird.
2d Teonewsee, Lient, Coi. H. C. Gilles.
ne,
5th Tolnuensrc, Col. G. W, McKenzie.
Marshall's battery, Capt. W. R. Marshall.
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Because of this fact, neither commander kept an overly large
number of soldiers or units engaged at picketing.

While cavalrymen were at home or relaxing in the
mountain rivers near their camps,™@ the Confederate army was
having a difficult time with desertions. Several times the
cavalry commanders received orders to round up and retuwn
deserters. ** During the lull, guarding against deserterc
was apparently Bragg’'s priority mission far his cavalryv.
East Tennessee and North Carolina units lost so many troops
that the only way to stem the tide was to transfer them to
another theater.* < The Army of Tennessee offered a general
amnesty for any troops, and officers, who would return to
their duty stations.® Since the cavalry commanders were
more generous with time away, more often than in the case of
foot soldiers, mo&nted men did eventually return to their
units. However, assigned strengths never matched present
for duty strengths and desertions from cavalry units would
be rampant throughout this cémpaign. (See Tables 1 through
9.)

While his men were recuperating, Forrest himself was
hatching a plan to get away from Bragg and the Army of
Tennessee. He so detested a subordinate role that he
offered a plan, both through and outside of the chain of
command, to the Confederate high command at Richmond that
would take him west to an independent command. He even
offered to leave most of his division to the leaders he

detested if he could only get away to execute his plan. He
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CAVALRY CORTS.

Maj. Gen. Joszrn Woerira

WOARTON"

4 DIVISIOR,

M'q,)v Gen. Joux A, Wnanvox.

Pt Brigeds.
Col C. C. Crzwa.

‘h.h Alabams, Col. J. C. Malone, jr
4 Georgl, Lieat. Col. F. M. 1
3d Qeargis, Lieut. Cal. R. walm
4th Georgla, Col. 1. W. Avery.

Secoad Brigeds.
Col. Txouass Haznisox.
Sd Confederata, Col. W. N, Estas
[M) Kentacky, Col. J. B. Bul.lot
&l) Tenlenu. Lieut. Col. P,

L} ‘l‘euy Liut. Col. G. Cook.
11th Texns, Lient. Col. J. M. Bounds.

Artillery,
White's (Tensessse) Lattery, Capt. B. F. White, i,
Zscorts asd Scosts,

Eacort on-pu:. Lisut, lasse Fulkerson.
8oout company, Capt. M. L. Gerdoa.

MARTIX'S

- Brig. Gea. Witr. T. Mawmit,

Firet Brigada
Col. Joux T. Mosaaw.

l-t Alsdama, Maj. A. H, Jobason.
3d Alabams, Lhnt. Col T.H. X‘Ildin

Col. A. A. Busazir.
4th Alabams, Liest. Cal. J. M. Hambrick.
1st Confedersie, Capt. C. H. Connar.

DITISION,

Brig. Gen. Joux H. Morcan.

Slst Alabama, L.
. Bth Wdcnu,'é;pt. J. B, Fhld
MORGAX'S
Jret Brigade.

Col Basin W. Dtz
34 Renstucky, ¥s). T. B, Wolber,

B1b Kentueky, Co D. . Bwith,
[ l\nueky,

J. W. Grigeb;
hh l\outuky. . W. C. ﬁ. ‘m
"L 'l'onu.u, Col. W. W, Ward.

ROPDET'S

Second Brigeda
Col. R. 8 CreEm

7th Keatocky, Lirot. Col. J. M. Huffman.
6th Restacky, Col. R. 8, Clake.
10th Kentacky, Col. A. B. Johueon,
11th Kentucks, Col. D, W, Chasaalt.

BRIGADE.

Brig. Gen. P. D. Ropory.

5th AlaLama, Col. Josish Patterson.
Gid Alalama, Col. M. W. 1lavnoe.
Alabama Balulion,‘ Capt. W, R. Jalisn.
Roddey's tegiment, Lieot. Col. W. A. Jobasou.
Ferrcll's (Geotgis) battery, Capt. C. B. Ferrell

FORREST'S CAVALRY,

Brig. Gen. NaTnax B. Foraxst.

Fsst Brigede.

Brig. Gen, Fraxx C. Anuersoxa.
3d Arkaneas, Col. A. W, Holwoo.

24 Kentueky,t Lieut. Col. T. G. Woul.

ward.
15t Tenneasce, Col. 3. T. Wheeler.
Tonvesseo Battalion, Maj.Charles Mcllon.

al
Eascort ecompany, Capt. Joha Bradley.

Second Brigede.
Col. Gronce G. DsxzLL.

4th Teonensee, Maj. V. 8 McLemore.
€th [13th] Teouenaee, Licat. Col. F. B
Danglerty
9th !rmla] Tﬂmnne. Col J B. Biffla.
lonh eanessec, Col. :
th Tennesres, Ltn:.Col D.\\ Holmea.
Elcort compasy, Capt. T. J. Grsy.

Aetillery.

Freeman's (Tennensce) Lattery, Lieut. A. L. Hoggina,
Morton's (Tenoeanee ) battery, Capt Joha W. Morwb, jr.

Table 7. Confederate Cavalry Order
Army of Tennessee
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Abstract from rcturn of the Department of Tennessec, General Braxton Bragg,
C. S. Army, commanding, Augusi{ 20, 1803 ; Iwadquartctl's Chattanooga, Teun.
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wanted to go to the Mississippi River and organize a
division of troops to harrass the enemy on the river. He
was sure he could raise and arm the units with little help
from the government (at least the Confederate government)
and maintain them in the region above Vicksburg and Memphis.
Since the Mississippi River had recently been lost with the
fall of Vicksburg, he felt he could interdict it from both
banks to the detriment of the Union cause.®* Richmond and
Bragg looked upon this proposal favorably and they were
convinced Forrest was the man to succeed in such a bold
venture., However, Forrest’'s direct communication was sent
three days atter Rosecrans began his move toward
Chattanooga. Bragg’'s endorsement of the official request
went forward only two days before Rosecrans’ move. However,
the condition and dire straits of the Army of Tennessee did
not allow the attempt when Forrest advocated it. The plan
was overcome by events.

Rosecrans began his move on 16 August. His first
troops to make contact were Minty’'s cavalry who ran into
Dibrell ‘s men still at Sparta on 17 August. Dibrell ‘s men
had maintained a watch on the Union forces while they
refitted themselves and any new recruits they received.
These forces jousted the week before and continued to vie
against each other all the way to the river. The difference
in the strength of the assaults on 17 August from the
previous minor skirmishes confirmed in Dibrell 's mind thet a

major advance was in effect.® Dibrell managed to maintain
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his unit integrity, but was steadily pushed back onto
Forrest ' s supporting units which began arriving at Ban Air.
Dibrell kept his unit to the west of the river until called
back when Forrest began to move south with Buckner.

To keep Bragg deceived as to his plans, Rosecrans sent
mounted units north along the river while he sent
Crittenden’'s XXI Corps straight at Chattancoga. The mounted .
troops were to provide deception by lighting fires and
pretending to build boats for crossing the river.
Crittenden’'s men were to demonstrate in front of, and fire
artillery into, the town. Bragg fell right into the trap
again as he had no concrete intelligence from the =nemy side
of the river. wﬁilg'the deception went on, Rosecrans
proceeded with his main effort.=e

On 17 August, Wheeler received his first order of the
new campaign. The enemy began its approach to the river on
16 August, and the scouts began to move back across the
Tennessee. The army suffered acutely from desertions and
Army Headquarters ordered Wheeler to redouble the efforts of
his pickets in stopping unauthorized travelers. Bragg's
headquarters refused any more absences into areas under
enemy control and restricted all other departures. Leaves
were valid only if signed at Army headquarters itself.
Wheeler began this campaign the same way he ended the last
-= looking for deserters.~”

Wheeler realized he would be falling back from the

river sometime soon after the advance began. He asked faor
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instructions on the "removal of negroes, %w}., from the
Tennessee River". Wheeler's orders said to bring the
able—-bodied Negroes with him, destroy supplies such as
cotton if necessary, and to keep good records of all such
actions.="

While Dibrell was fighting the only action west of the
Tennessee River, Rosecrans’ corps continued their advance to
the river. Thomas® XIV and McCook's XX Corps moved south of
Chattanooga to the river at Stevenson. Crittenden’'s XXI
Corps moved directly at Chattanooga with Colonel Wilder's
Lightning Brigade leading.®*” The Union army arrived at the
river on 20 August and announced its arrival loudly on the
21 August by bombarding the city and sinking some boats.
Confederate Fresident Jefferson Davis had declared Friday,
21 August, 1863 a Day of Fasting and Prayer for the
Confederacy.?*®? As the officers and citizens were at praver
in the churches of the city, Wilder's guns lobbed a few
shells into the town. Very little physical damage was
sustained, but the effect upon General Bragg’'s and Southern
morale in general was extensive.?® Wilder then pulled back
and commenced operations aimed at deceiving Bragg as to
Rosecrans’ intentions.”?=

Up to the day that the Federals took the west river
bank, Confederate scouts remained on the west side of the
river and up in the mountains to ascertain Union movement.
They gathered information, helped move foodstuffs to Bragg,

and generally policed the bushwhackers and "tories”" in the

119




mountains. By 22 August, though, they had been recalled to
the gast bank by Lieutenant Colonel George Wm. Brent,
Bragg s Assistant Adjutant-General, and set to acting as
scouts and couriers along the river.?®¥ As Forrest recalled
Dibrell to the east side of the river at about the same
time, the Army of Tennessee had no remaining presence on the
west bank thereafter.®*® Bragg was then in the dark about
Rosecrans’' true intent and his deceptions.

Even with the increase in activity along the river and
the shelling of Chattanooga on 21 August, Wheeler still
failed to call his units forward to the river. He sent Major
Wm. E. Hill southwest of Rome to Centre, Alabama with the
"Elite" Battalion as late as 27 August. Major Hill was sent
seventy miles away from the river to encamp his command.
Wheeler gave no rationale for the move.*® Not until 27
August did Wheeler call Martin’'s Division forward from
Alexandria, Alabama, eighty miles away. This division was
totally unfit for field duty and mustered only 1200 men.**
On 39 August, except for one regiment that is mentioned
later, Martin’'s Division went back south to Round Mountain,
Al abama, to pull itself together and await further orders.*”
Not until 29 August did Wharton receive orders to move
forward the seventy miles from Rome, Georgia. His unit’'s
condition was poor, also, as little supervision had been
exarted by Wheeler or his headquarters over the last six

weeks. Wharton's summons did not even come from Wheeler,
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but instead from Bragg ' s headquarters.,*® Wheeler kept his
headgquarters in Gadsden.®?

Wharton reported to General D.H. Hill near Chattanoocga
on 29 August. On 1 September, he had still not arrived.
Martin's first unit, S00 men of Lieutenant Colonel T. H.
Mauldin’'s Zrd Alabama finally arrived in Lookout Valley on
29 August, but were too late to accomplish much.

As the XXI Corps demonstrated to the north of and
across from Chattancoga to keep Bragg’'s attention, Rosecrans
maved XIV and XX Corps south to cross the Tennessee River
west of Chattanooga. Eragg received word that troops were
along the river to the south, but believed this was a
diversion because he also believed he had enemy to the
north. He had decided the northern route was where the
enemy would cross.

On 29 August, the enemy ;rosseg the river ten miles
below Bridgeport and forced Colonel Estes’ pickets of the
Jrd Confederate Cavalry away from the river. Colonel Estes
reported this crossing, by a large cavalry force, to Wheeler
on the day it happened. However, the word first got to
Bragg from & civilian.®? A Union column crossed near
Stevenson at Caperton’'s Ferry and climbed the steep road
towards Lookout Mountain. On 2 September, Bragg knew the
demonstrations north of Chattanooga were a deception and
that the major crossing was to the south. Wheeler began to
get control of his units, but still they were not stopping,

slawing, or reporting enemy movements.,>?




On 21 muquét, Wheeler 's only force in contact with the
enemy was Mauldin’'s 3rd Alabama. Mauldin was in Trenton and
reported enemy cavalry all around him on Sand and lLookout
Mountains. He also reported that Colonel Estes’ command was
completely scattered. The whole line into Lookout Valley
was open to the enemy.®=

Since infantry pickets reached from Chattanooga to hhe
Hiwassee River, Forrest was mainly responsible for watching
the river north of the Hiwassee to kingston. Once Buckner
was faced with Burnside’'s advance and the possibility of
being cut off from Bragg by Crittenden, the entire Zrd Corps
began a withdrawal south of the river at Loudon on 30
August.®> Forrest and Fegram had been cooperating since 24
August, but Buckner wanted to make sure he kept his cavalry
covering his corps.™* Forrest received orders through
Buckner ‘s Headquarters for thé cavalry screen to fall back
with the corps from kKnoxville.®® This Forrest did. Buckner
consolidated all of his corps’ cavalry at Lenoir’'s Station
except for Scott’'s Brigade, which he placed subordinate to
Pegram, but left to cover the last bridge across the
Tennessee at Loudon.®® All of the large cavalry
organizations north of Chattanooga were cancerned with
covering Buckrner ‘s withdrawal. This withdrawal continued
south of the Hiwassee River to the vicinity of Charleston,
Tennessee, beginning the evening of 0 August.=”

While the movement of Buckner 's Corps toward

Chattanooga was in progress, orders came from Bragg to
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conselidate all of the cavalry units north of Chabttanooga
into one corps organization with Forrest in command. .ﬁs of
3 September, Forrest added to his division the brigades of
Fegram, Scott, and Hodge under Fegram as division commander.
The three brigades were consolidated into two. Included
with these men were the remnants o+ General John H. Morgan's
men who had ridden into destruction in Ohio during Jung and
July., @

During the week that Buckner was returning from
Knoxville, Bragg still had inm mind that the deception
operations north of Chattanooga were the advance of the
enemy’'s main effort. He knew quite well of the enemy’'s
appearance  south of the city on 21 August and of the
crossings beginning on 28 August, but still he regarded
these as the feint. By 4 September thouagh, Bragg was
finally convinced that Rosecrans had two corps south of the
river below Chattanooga. He did come up with a plan to
catch the enemy off guard now that he knew their
whereabouts. He wanted to cross Hill's Corps (formerly
Hardee’'s) north of the city by riding them across on
Forrest’'s horses. Hill's Corps would then fall upon
Crittenden’'s men while they were separated from the
remainder of the Union army. Interestingly encugh, Braag
seriously considered moving infantry across the river by
horseback even after he had previously denied access to the
west bank to this same cavalry due to problems of crossing

the river. The effort came to no avail, though, because




Rosecrans again did not do what Bragg expected.™” From 1 to

4 September, Rosecrans crossed his main body over the river
and struck out to the east into the mountains to flank
Bragg’'s lines of communications.

When Bragg reali:zed his predicament, he again called
upon his cavalry to give him some information in the
southern sector. The oft-repeated "cry in the wilderness"
from General W. W. Mackall went to Wheeler again on 2
September. Mackall and Bragg were both "uneasy about the
state of affairs". They deemed it vitally important that
Bragg have full and ccorrect information as tc enemy location
and intent. The failure to receive such information was
potentially fatal. Colonel Mauldin’'s weak picket onn Lookout
Mountain was the same type of thin line that was so easily
breached at the river and on Sand Mountain overlooking the
river. Mackall worried that this line would also be broken
and that the enemy would set up a screen which would not
allow the Confederates to discover the Union intent at all.
He was begging for help from the man who had let them down
before.*®

Wheeler decided to answer the call this time. He even
made allowance for the rapid transfer of information to all
concerned parties. On 2 September, Wharton's division
picketed all of the passes over Lookout Mountain from Will s
Valley. Wharton patrolled the whole mountain from the

Tennessee River in the north to Gadsden, Alabama, in the

south.®* 0One of Wharton's brigades was to be headquartered




abt LaFayette, the other at Alpine. Wharton headquartered at
Summerville. ** Wheeler ordered all cavalry unit commanders
to report information at least three times a day. 1f enemy
contact or movement was made, reports were due every hour or
less. Reports went to headquarters, Army of Tennessee,
commanders of the bridges at Resaca and Etowah, &s well as
Cavalry Headgquarters.,e=®

General Martin’'s men came forward, also, on 2
September. Martin called in all of his far—-flung
detachments and scattered troops to rally between LaFayette
and Dalton. The only portion of Martin’'s division left
detached in the field was half of the Zrd Alabama under
Mauldin. These 250 men were picketing from the left of the

infantry down the river to kelly'’'s Ferry, across Will's

Valley to Lookout Mountain near Davis’® Mill.. At Davis’

Mill, Mauldin linked up with Wharton’'s mountain screen.

Mauldin received the same instructions for report
procedures.,<®

The last outposts in the line formed a fishhook to the
west from Lookout Mountain along the Coosa River toward
Gadsden. With Lookout Mountain completely picketed east of
the enemy, a line south of the emnemy would ensure that ary
advance toward Rome or the Army of Tennessee ' s supply lines
would be intercepted. These ouciposts consisted of small
detachments of troops scattered among the communities
between Alpine, Rome, and Gadsden for refitting and

remounting. They also included the so-called "Elite"
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Battalion under Major Hill. These detachments garrisoned
numerous gaps such as Henderson's, Tap’'s, Standifer s,
Buck ‘s, Davis’', Baker 's, and Blue Fond with anywhere from
three men to a company. They reported to the commanding
officer at Alpine and General Wharton at Summerville all
they could gather on enemy strengths, locations, and the
names of general officers commanding.®®

From the reports he received, Wheeler concluded that
the enemy was moving *wo divisions of cavalry and McCook's
corps over Sand Mountain by the Caperton Road. Hige units
kept the Federals under observation and denied them
possession of the summit of Lookout Mountain. On 4
September, Wharton reported enemy pickets at Winston's
Gap.®® Wheeler redoubled his efforts and had his pickets in
the gaps blockade each gap at several different spots to
slow the enemy’'s progress. He insisted upon maintaining
observation on the enemy at every moment.*?

Instead of turning south into Alabama, Rosecrans
turned his two corps east toward Bragg’'s supply lines.
Again, Bragg was to be run out of his position without a
fight. On é September, Bragg wrote out orders to evacuate
Chattanooaa, and, on 7 September, ordered them erecuted at
dawn on 8 September. These orders included Buckner 's Corps
and brought the entire army south of Chattanooga. To cover
Buckner 's movement, Scott’'s Brigade chased two Union

regiments back to Fhiladelphia, Tennessee and cleared the
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Charleston, Tennesses area of Union forces on 7 September.
The rear of the army was covered.®®

Bragg moved his army to LaFayette, Georgia, but
Rosecrans was sure Bragg would retreat all of the way south
toward Rome or even to Atlanta. After Bragg moved his whole
army south, Crittenden crossed the river and occupied
Chattanooga. EBoth sides lost contact. For the next few
days, the armies maneuvered without knowing where each other
was or where each other was headed. FBoth commanders made
wninforred decisions and left themselves wide open to attack
by an alert enemy. 0Only the other side’'s ignorance saved
each army.

Rosecrans split his forces and sent them after the
enemy army across a forty to sixty mile front. Rosecrans’
assumptions about Bragg's retreat were wrong, so he had
ignorantly led his army into posit{on$ from which its corps
were not mutuélly supportive. None of his widely separated
corps could assist another within a two day period. They
were effectively three separate armies for several days.

The army was subject to defeat in detail. Bragg only neesded
to take advantage of this dispersal before it was corrected.

Mauldin’'s Zrd Alabama was attached to Fegram’'s Division
of Forrest’'s Corps when the army evacuated Chattanooga on 8
September.“® Mauldin stayed for only one day, working with
Colenel Edmund Rucker in protecting the rear of the arny.

On 9 September, General Bragg moved Mauldin to the front of

McLemore's Cove. At the same time, while Forrest rode south
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toward Rome with part of Wharton's division, Martin receivead

orders to occupy MclLemore's Cove from across Figeon

Mountain. Any enemy force in MclLemore’'s Cove would

therefore be caught between the two cavalry screens. Eragg

hoped to find the remainder of the Unieon army in this .
vicinity.?”®

O 8 September, Bragg ordered Wheeler and Forrest to
consolidate their units at LaFayette. Forrest left Fegram’'s
Division to cover the rear of the army. With the remainder
of his unit, he assumed contreol of 300 of Wharton ' s men and
moved to retard the enemy advance on Rome. Forrest moved
out immediately to lead the army as it marched south away
from Chattanooga. Forrgst's orders were to slow the enemy.
In addition, Forrest determined on his own volition that he
was going to go dig them out of theirAhiding places, if the
enemy did not advance to meet him.7”*

Nhile Forrest rode toward Rome, Wheeler 's units went in
other directions looking for the enemy. FBEragg knew the
enemy was headed south and east, but he still had no exact
enemy locations or intention to plan against. Wheeler was
ordered to drive into the valleys to meet the enemy pickets.
Bragg wanted to know enemy "designs, strengths, and

.....

Bragg moved Mauldin and Martin into MclLemore's

.

fove. Wharton’'s Division had Crews’' Brigade in Will's
Valley at Winston. All of these units were looking for the

enemy. When Bragg combined information from all of these

scouting parties with that gathered by Forrest at Alpine, he




fimally understood what Rosecrans had accomplished, and more
importantly, how far ocut on a limb the Union commander
was. 7™

With Rosecrans’ army widely divided, Bragg had the
pertect opportunity to strike. Situations such as this did
not occur very often during this war. General Bragq
actually rose to such a situation twice during the time thak
Rosecrans’' army was split. However, Bragg could not
capitalize on the opportunities, chiefly due to the
"atrocious command climate in his army. His corps commanders
had very little faith in Bragg or in his plans. His orders
were frequently contradictory and lacking in specifics and
directness. Too often Bragg left too much open to his
subordinates’ discretion. In the instances which presented
themselves in this phase of the Chickamauga campaign, this
command climate led to.failure.

On 1@ September, Bragg ordered a concerted effort to
destroy General Thomas ' advance division in MclLemore’'s Cove.
Hesitation, faulty coordination, and requests for
clarification all replaced decisiveness and ingenuity.
Bragg’'s subordinates allowed an enemy reinforcement and
retreat before a blow was struck.

On 10 September, Wheeler himself moved to Summerville
to assist in discovering the "designs, movements, strength,
and position of the enemy”. McCook came over the mountains
with greater force and pushed Wharton’'s men back.” On 11

September, Wheeler moved back north to Trion and reported




that no enemy appeared headed in the direction of Rome.
Instead, the enemy cavalry turned toward the north and was
just short of Summerville itself. The two forces had screen
lines facing each other just west of Summerville.”™
Rosecrans had Crittenden’'s corps occupying Chattanooga
after Bragg abandoned the city., Thomas' corps extended
itgself into MclLemore’'s Cove. Forrest found McCook 's corps
south near Alpine. Twenty miles separated the two southern
corps. It was thirty more miles on to Chattanooga.
Rosecrans was overextended and ripe for defeat in detail.
Finally, Bragg knew what was going on and how to handle the
situation. The qguestion was, could he make it happen?

By the night of 9 September, Bragg assigned Forrest back
to the narth tao cover the army’‘'s rear against Crittenden who
had occupied Chattanooga that day. Forrest sent-Hodgejs
Brigade back to Cleveland, Tennessee to watch for any
movement from Burnside out of Knoxville. Scott’'s Brigade
went to Ringgold to watch the railroad south out of
Chattanooga to discover any Union movement in that
direction. Pegram guarded the rear already and continued to
watch in the vicinity of Pea Vine Church. The remaining
brigade belonged to General Armstrong. It remained for Folk
near LaFayette to cover the massed infantry there. Forrest
controlled this far flung corps from Dalton, where he camped
with his escort.”® Polk extended his line and ordered
Colonel Rucker from Fegram’'s Division to cover this advance

and report every contact.””
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Also on 10 September, Fegram and the éth Georgia
Cavalry met the skirmishers of Falmer 's Union division of
Crittenden’s corps in the vicinity of Graysville., The éth
Georgia captured fifty-nine prisoners before retiring toward
Rock Springs. Crittenden’‘s corps was on the railroad, about
a day's march east of Chattanooga and thereby totally
exposed to attack and defeat in detail. Forrest reported
the enemy’'s exposed position and called for infantry support
fraom both Folk and Bragg. Again, Bragg planned a mave
against one of the isolated portiomns of Rosecrans’ army. He
turned north to attack Crittenden’'s corps near Lee and
Gordon's Mill on the Chickmauga Creek. However, again
Bragg’'s subordinates were slow and failed to carry out the
plans.

Forrest prepared for a battle on the next day as he was
certain of infantry reinforcement. However, he heard no
response to his reports. Finally, at midnight orn 10
September, he personally rode to discover the problem.

Bragg had been attempting to get Polk to assist in a move on
Thomas in Mclemore’'s Cove, but confusion over the orders
kept Bishop Polk from moving his corps.” Ry 13 September,
this opportunity was lost. Bragg tried repeatedly to get
Folk to attack, but for one reason or another, the infantry
atte~ks never took place.”®

Frustrated as he was, Forrest went back to hamper
Crittenden as much as possible with his own units. He

brought Scott into the fray on 11 September against Wilder's




Brigade. This unit pushed Scott back from Ringgold to
Tunnel Hill until reinforcement came from Dibrell's
Brigade.®® Forrest himself was wounded slightly in this
fight, but it did not remove him from the battle.®' On the
morning of 12 September, Crittenden began to move his corps
toward a rendezvous with Thomas in the vicinity of Lee and
Gordon s Mill., Scott continued to harrass the enemy rear as
it moved south. At the same time, Fegram engaged Wilder =
Brigade leading this force near Leet’'s Tanyard. FPegram
again had the é6th Georaia and Rucker ‘s Legion with tim. The
fighting was quite literally hand-to-hand as they fought the
advancing enemy corps.®* Bragg received immediate word of
the move toward Thomas, the portent of a consolidation of
Rosecrans’ Army of the Cumberland.

By 12 Septehber, Wheeler 's men could no longer keep the
enemy back. On that date, McCook’'s infantry and Stanley’s
cavalry threw Colonel Isaac W. Avery and his 4th Georgia
trocpers out of Alpine. Bragg ordered Wheeler to develop
the situation even if it required sacrificing troops.®™
Wheeler 's men had a positive identification of Federal
forces and their locations for Bragg, but the Federal forces
ruptured the Southern screen line to the west. This rupture
isolated the units west of Alpine and Lookout Mountain from
the Army unless they moved all the way to Rome and then
north. This doubled the length of the lines of

communication for the scouts.®“




Az Avery pulled back, Wheeler brought seven regiments
of Wharton's Division back toward LaFayette. Martin
continued his move into MclLemore’'s Cove. He marshaled his
division on the Cove road parallel to Lookout and Figeon
Mountains on his sides. He sent scouts to his front and to
his rear to watch all possible routes down off of Lookout
Mountain.®™ He had scouts who had visual contact with Union
troops near Stevens’' Gap, Thomas’' XIV Corps. From 12 to 17
September, Wheeler ' 's forces skirmished daily with enemy
patrols and units. They made contact with enemy cavalry in
Mcl.emore’'s Cove on 173 September as Wheeler pulled back out
of the Cove, leaving two regiments to keep watch on the
enemy.®*

Colonel W. C. F. Breckinridge and his 9th Eentucky
Cavalry, one of the units which had been causing trouble in
the infantry camps prior to the start of the campaign, had
since moved to Guntersville, Alabama. From that location,
Bragg received messages warning him of the approach of Union
reinforcements through Huntsville. Conflicting reports from
second hand sources placed thousands of new troops moving to
Rosecrans’ succor.®” Bragg answered such reports on 135
September, by ordering Wheeler to have Roddey increase his
demonstrations to draw off enemy reinforcements to the west.
To some extent, the scout and deception plans were beginning
to work for Bragg.®©®

On 13 September, Rosecrans had Crittenden headed

south toward Thomas and he ordered McCook to head north. He
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wanted to consolidate his army in MclLemore’'s Cove and move
against Bragg’'s forces. It took three days to get his army
together in McLemore‘'s Cove with Crittenden in the north
around Lee and Gordon’'s Mill. With little coordinated
action coming from Bragg’'s army, he had a safe opportunity
to bring his army together. Rosecrans had been lucky.®”

Bragg had misgivings about the earnestness of his
cavalry’'s effort. On 16 September, his General Order Number
179 weighed heavily on his cavalrymen. He had individual
troopers and small scouting parties spread all over the
LaFayette Road and to the west. Still, his order empowered
any officer of the army to stop any cavalryman not with his
unit, confiscate the trooper’'s horse, and ship the man off
to heaigquarters for infantry assignment. Individuals doing
their jobs received the same treatment as bonafide
stragglers. Brégg's influx of situation reports dropped
significantly when this "no straggler" order went into
effect. Again, Bragg had not thought the problem through
all the way and made provision for his mission. Another one
of his policies worked to his own detriment.”?

Meanwhile, back on the cavalry screen, Scott’'s Brigade

moved to the north toward Ringgold to watch Granger s
Reserve Corps outside of Chattamooga. His first contact
came on 17 September, when Union forces again advanced from
Graysville. The 2nd Tennessee Cavalry attacked this force
in camp at midnight, 17 September, and stirred up quite a

bit of confusion before returning to their own camp,
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unmolested. They accomplished the same again at Red House
on 18 September.”?

Also, on 17 September Wheeler forced his way into
MclLemore'’'s Cove by Dug Gap and ocout again by Catlett’'s Gap.”*
He intended to grab some prisoners from the enemy masses in
the Cove and then move on to Glass’ Mill. He fought through
the gaps and pressed the enemy until he determined that
there were overwhelming numbers of blueclad infantry in the
cove. Wheeler’'s men then guarded the passes as Hill's Corps
prepared to move north of Mclemore’'s Cove to get between the
enemy z=nd Chattanooga. When Hill moved his corps, Wheelsar
protected the corps’ rear.”~

Throughout the Chickamauga maneuver phase, Confederate
cavalry again failed to be aggresive in its search for the
enemy. Though some efforts were made to find and harass the
enemy on the west side of the Tennessee River, these effortﬁ
were generally weak and ineffectual. Cavalry commanders
either did not have specific instructions or they did not
seek clarification of the commander ‘s intent. In too many
cases, the cavalry was out of position and not accomplishing
the tasks that were assigned. These failures point to a
lack of control and initiative among the commanders
involved. There were plenty of assets available for the
cavalry to accomplish some good for the Army of Tennessee,

but the hierarchy did not pursue a common and clear goal.
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lattle of Chickamauga

The Battle of Chickamauga was the deadliest battle
fought by the western armies throughout the war. Glenn
Tucker has called it the "Eloody Battle in the West".!: When
taken as a two day battle, its tally delivered the bloodiesth
two day period of the conflict. The irony of the situation
is that the battle was not required for Rosecrans to
accomplish higs objective.

The goal of Rosecrans’ maneuvering was to take the citby
of Chattancoga.® He moved out of Murfreesboro and
outmaneuvered Bragg, necessitating the latter 's retreat to
Chattanooga. After the six weeks wait, Rosecrans again
maneuvered his forces in such a way as to compel Bragg's
retreat from Chattancoga. He accomplished this with very
little fighting and minimal casualties. Rosecrans did allow
his army to become isolated, but with skill and luck, he had
solved that problem without disaster. He had more than
accomplished his goals and had enormously satisfied the
desires of the administration in Washington. Up to this
point, Rosecrans was the war’'s foremost hero for the north
due to his skill and planming. He certainly did not want
the battle that was looming on Chickamauga Creek.

Bragg, on the other hand, decided that he needed to
fight. Given Rosecrans’' location centered around Lee and
Gordon's Mill on the LaFayette Road, Bragg's prize was the

road itself north of the mill. Fossession of the LaFayette
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Road would separate Rosecrans from his Chattanocoga base and
leave him vulnerable to further attack and defeat. (See Map
4.) Rosecrans would be sorely pressed to resupply his army
over the mountains from his railhead at Stevenson, Alabama.
Wwith that in mind, Bragg marched part of his army north to
strike Rosecrans’ flank on the LaFayette Road at Lee and
Gordon's Mill.* The Confederate Order of Rattle for the 2
day Battle of Chickamauga is shown at Table 9.

Unfortunately for the Southern cause, Rosecrans
maneuverad also. He marched Thomas' soldiers north of the
mill and they arrived on the Chickamauga Creek as Bragqg ' s
army attempted to cross.

Forrest moved his headquarters from Dalton to Ringgold
on 17 September, and then forward toward Pea Vine Creek on
18 September. As Forrest arrived rear Pea_Vine Creek,
Brigadier General Bushrod Johnson received orders to cross
Reed's Bridge and establish a camp on the west side of
Chickamauga Creek. Forrest provided cover for Johnson’'s
front and right flank as the column marched from Ringgold.
The few troops Forrest had with him at the time were the
ones who had been with him at Dalton. These were some of
Morgan’'s men under Lieutenant Colonel Martin and Forrest's
Escort Company.® Forrest moved these men forward steadily
until they arrived at FPea Vine Creek.

The battle opened accidentally on 18 September, when
Southern forces unexpectedly encountered Union forces north

of the mill. Federal mounted units under Minty were in
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s
Organizalion of the Army of Tt'rmmsrc, General Brarfon Bragy,
C. 8. Army, commanding, Seplember 19-20, 1863.*

HEADQUARTERS,
Escort.
Capt. GUy Drevz.

Dreux’'s Company Louisiana Cavalry, Licut. O. De Buis
Holloway's Company Alaluma Cavalry, Capt. E. M. Bolloway.

RIGHT WIXNG.
Lieut. Gen. LEOXTDAS PoOLX,
ESCORT.
Greenleaf's Company Louiriana Cavalry, Capt. Lecds Greenleaf,

CREATRAXN'S DIVIRION.¢ '

Maj. Gen. BEXJAMIN F, CHERATHAM.
FEscort,

Compauy G, £2d Georgia Cavalry, Capt. Thomas M. Merritt.

Jackson's Brigade.
Brig. Gen. Jorx K. JACKSON,

James Clarke Gordon.
6th Georgis, Col. Charles P. Daniel.
2d Georgia Battalion Bharpahooters,
- Maj. Richard H. Whiteley.
Mississinoi

Lieut Col. W, L. Srkes.
Msj. John B. Be.rﬁné:
8th Mississippi, Col. John C. Wilkinson.

L Georﬁia_(&mfedem). 2d Battalion,
8.

bth

Maney's Rrigade,
Brig. Gen. GEORGE MaNey.

ist Tennessee | P
a%th Tenn § Cal. Hunue R. Feild.

4th Tenncasee (Provisional Army): -
Col. James A. McMurry.
Lieut. Col. Robert N. Lewis.
Maj. Oliver A. Bradshaw,
Capt Jouseph Bostick.

9th Tennerwe

"~ Switk's Brigade,
Brig. Gen. PrESTON SMTTH.
Col. ALFRED J. VAUOHAX, Jr.
11th Tennersee, Col. Georye W. Gordon.
12th Tennensee { Col. Willi M Wat.

47th Tenneasce =
18th Tennessee | CoL A- J. Vaughan,

154th T brmas,
Dn% Tuu(:h pee, Co )Hnnce Rice.
w80n's j Bbharpshooters :
M2). William Green.
Ma). James Purl,

Wright's Rrigade,
Brig. Gen. Maxcus J. Wieny.

8th Tennessec, Cal. Juhn H. Andersa.
16th Tennessee, Col. D. M. Doanell.
2% Tennenwe, Col. Sidner 8. Stanton.
Sth Tenpewue. and Mauj. Thumas B.
Murray's (Tennewss) Battalion,
Col. John C. Carter. .

3% Tonmoeew ! Lieut. Col. Juin. Hll

Oth Tenneasee } Col. George C. Porter.

241h Tenneswe Battalivn Sharpehooters,
. Maj. Frank Maney,

Strakl's Brigade.
Brig. Gen. OTHO F. STRARL

g::: ;::m-«: : Cal. Jonathan J. lLamh.
10h Tennessce. Col. Francis M. Walker.
24th Tennewae, Col. Juhn A, Wilson.
st Teuneses:, Col. Egh'ﬂ E. Tunsil.
Bl Tenhiensens, Col. Warner 1% Jones,

Artiliery.
Maj. McLaNCTHON SawiTh,

Cames’ (Tennessee) Battery. Capt. William W, Carmes.
Scogin's (Geurgia) Batters. Capt. John Scoyin,
Scat’s (Tennessee) Battery :

Licut. Joho H. Marsh.

Lieut. A. T. \Watson.

Capt. William L. Scott,
Smith's (Misissippi) Battery. Lieut. William B. Turner.
Stanford's (Missisippi) Battery. Capt. Thomas J. Stanford.

Table 9-1. Confederate Army of Tennessee Order of Battle, 19-20
September 1863
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HILLS o,

Lieut. Gen Dievier H Hnw
CLERUENE'S DIV jsles,

Maj. Gen. Panucx R Cresvivg

3d Teonemse, Col William D, Robuison,
! 85th Tenpewsee. Col. Renjamin J, Hill
48th Tennewee, Col. George H. Nixoa

Ewurt,
Banders' Company Tennesss: Cavalry, Capt. C. F. Sanderw.
Wond's Brigude. | Pulk's Brigade.
Brig. Gen. 8. A. M. WuoD. ] Brig. Gen. Lravs E Powx
16th Alabamag : i Arkanms, i
Maj, Joho B, McGaughr. | i s (b ey ci:h; Y_’:ﬁ:"‘
58d A.I.ﬂ::.nl. Coal. Samuel Adama ) te f

45th Alsbama. Col E. B. Breedlove.
18th Alabama Battalion :

g“’? mp"mw M. P. Lowrer.

é Battallon Bharpeliooters:
Maj. 4. T. Hawkina '
Oapt. Duniel Colemnan,

Deshler's Brigade,

Brig. Gen. JaMi< Drsuren.
Cul. Rouen Q. Miua,

mh Arkanme} Licut. Cl. A. 8. Butehisa.
U e Iafantry | Col. Roger Q. Mills and Licat. Col. T. Soott Anderson,

315th Texar Cavalry®

N T Q™™ Gol. F. . Wilkew, Licut. Gol. John T. Coit, and Maj. Willisms

24th Texas gu}r_\' A. Taylor,
x5 Caval
b Te 7 Artillery,
Maj. T. R. Horcuxma
Capt. Hrxay C Sowrue
‘s (Arkanms) Rattery, Lieut. Thomas J. Key.
ﬁ::&' (Toxar) Hattery, 3.;. Jaiues P. Douglas . .
Semple's (Allawa) Buitery, Capt. Heary C. Scmple and Lieut. R, W, Goldthwaite.
) BRECKINRINGE'R DIVISION.
Maj. Gen. Jomx C. BRECKINRINGEL.

Escort.
Foules' Company Mississippi Cavalry, Capt. H. L. Foules.
Helw's Brigade. Adams’ Brigade.
ig. Gen. Brwaxx B, B * Bric. Gen. Daviet W. Adixs.
g:lf.losmnn. Lzwis. Col. Raxpatl 1. Gmsox,
laba Col. Martin L. Stansel. 34 Alabama, Maj. Joha C. Kimbell
‘;: l“irnm:" : ’ . Randall L, Gitwon,
Lieot. Col. James W', Bewitt, 13h Louisiana | Col. Leca von Zinken,
Lieut. Col. James W', Mom. Axh Louisisna] snd Capt. E M. Du-
o R:‘n‘:lush : oh P. NSuckals t6th idana )
N LI 2% LN na
M0j. Theoas W. Thompen. 291h Limisiana y C4- Denicl Gober.
&k Kentucks : b Louvikiana :
Col, J B. Lewis. Lieut. Col. Richard W. Turper.
Licut. Martin B, Cofer. Msj. Loudoo Botler.
31 anﬂnm Capt. H. A. Kenvedy.
Col. J W. Caldwell. 4th Louisiana Batulion, Maj J. E
Lieut. Col. John C. Wickliffe. Austin, .
Stovalls Brigade.
Brig. Gea. MaxcTlirs A Srovaul

1at Rorids 1*Col. Wltiam §. Dilworth.

Oapt. William 8, Philli

Cape Jomephs 5. Cooe. e
60s N Caroling :

Lieut. Col. James M. Rar.
Capt. Jawes Thonax Wearer,

Artidiery,
Maj. Rice £ Graves.

Cobh't (Rentucky) Battery. Capt. Robert Cobd,

Graves' (Rentucky) Batters. Licut. 5. M. Siencer.
Mebuve's (Tennewer) Batters. Capt. John W. Mrbane,
Rlromb's (Lmiicians) Rattery. Capt. C. H. 8] comh,

Table 9-2. Confederate Army of Tennessee Order of Battle,
September 1863
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RESERVE CORPR,
Maj. Gen, Wiktiam H. T. WALKFR
WALKER'S DIVISION,
Brig. Gen. STaTES R, GisT.

Gist'z Brigade, . Ector's Brigade.
Rrig. Gen. StaTex R, Gier, Brig. Gen. Mattuew D. Ecror
Col. PeyTox H. ColQuiTT, .
Licut. Col. LEROY Narien. Stone’s (Alaluma) Rattalion Sharpehoot,
ers, Maj. T. O, Stone.
46th Georgia : . Pound’s (Misassippi) Battalion Sharp-
Col. Pexton 1. Colquitt. shooters, Capt. M. Pound.
Maj. A. M. Speer. 20th North Carolina, Col. William B,
8th Georgin Battalion: =~ Creasman,
Lieut. Col. Leroy Napier. th Texas, Col. William H. Young.
Maj. Z. L. Watters, 10th Texax Cavalry,f Lieut. Col. C. R,
16th South Carolina,* Col. James Me- Earp. .
Cullough. . | 14th Texas Caralry,4 Col. J. L. Camp.
24th South Carolinn : 82d Texas Cavalry,{ Col. Juliug A. An.
Col. Cleent H. Stevens, drews.
Licut. Col. Ellison Capers.

Wilson's Brigude,
Col. CLatpits C. WILSON,

25th Georgia, Licut. Col. A. J. Williaws.
20th Georgia, Lieut. George R. McRae.
80th Georgia, Lieut. Col. James S. Boynton.
1st Georgia Battalion Sharpshooters, Maj. Arthur Shaaff,
4th Louisiana Battalion, Licut. Col. Jolun McEnery.
Artillery.
Ferguson's (South Carolina) Battery,* Lieut. R. T. Beauregard.
Howell's (Georgia) Battery (formerly Martin's), Capt. Evan P. Howell
LIDDELL'S DIVISION,

Brig. Gen, 81. Joux R. LipbeLL

Liddell s Brigade. Walthall's Brigade,
Col. DaxtEL C. GOvax. Brig. Gen. Epward C, Wartsail,
Lieut. Col. Reuben F. | 24th Mississippi :
2d Arkansas) "o icer and Capt. A Lieut. Col. R. P, McKelvaine.
ot Artanms cal. nf.ék "F mP‘- el B ¥ Toaies
. eatherston -apt. B. ¥. 1oomer.
soth Arkaoeas)™ond Lieut. Col. Joho ; Cant. 3 D, Smidty
{ E Mumay., i 25th l(iasimirpi, Col. James A. Camp-
6th Arkansas | CoL D: A.Gillespieand = ° bell. .
Tth Ar Lieut. Col. Peter Sny- | 20th Mississippi, Col. W illiam F. Brantly,
der. S0th Mississippi :
bl =g 1 George F. Ba oot Gor B Reynolds.
ieut. . Baucum. jeut. Col. .
Maj. A. Watkins Maj. James M‘tg Johnsoa.
ist Louisiana (Reg:‘{sn): 84th Mimiutiuai :
Lieut. Col. rge F. Baucum. $ Msj. William G, Pecram.
Maj. A, Watkins.$ : Capt. H. J. Bowen.

! Lieut. Col. Hugh A. Reynolds
Artddlery.
Capt. CHanLes SWETT.

Fowler's (Alabama) Battery. Capt. William H. Fowler.
‘Warren Licht Artillery (Mississippi Buttery), Livut. H. Shanvon.

® Nat eugaged : at Riue, $ “th Arkansas.
{ Serving as infantry, ¥ S0th Mississippi,

Table 9-3. Confederate Army of Tennessee Order of Battle, 19-20
September 1863
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LLFT WING.
Lacut. Gien. James Losasturret,
HINDMAX'S PIVISION. ®

Ma) Gen. TRosax ¢ Hispuay,
Hng. Gen. Pathes Asninsos.

Earvrt,
Lenoir's Compans Aladania Cavelry. Cape. T. M. Lonnir,
Anderson’s Brigade. s’ Brigade,
Rrig. Gen. PaTTOX ANDERSON, Rrig. Gen. Zuaon. C. Deas

Col. J. H. BRaRrr,

5th Misdseippl, Cal. W. H. Rishon, 19th Alatama. Col. Samuel K. McSjnd-
b Misismippi, Ma). T. H. l.\-mm den.
10U Missimippl. uwt Cal. Jannw Hm. ' &M Alawa :

41 Rismumipgd, Col. W, F. Tucker. Lieut. Col. John Weedim,

g e, Capt. Burry T. Towmin.
4 ”Col. .'ll.l. Shamp. i $uh Alstara, Col. Geoner D Johnston,
Lieut. Cl. R G. Kelwy, 1 2ah Alatams. Col. Whitfield Clark.

Battalion Sharpurders, 3"“ Alsbama, Cal. J. G, Coltany,
o M m"?m;&" | Yiuy Alabama Batislios’ Sharpabcoten,
arrity ba Bastery, annm aines slern
e .a‘cl:ntym) - Cape.d Dent’s (Ahl':mn) Battery (formerly Rob-
erwon’s), Capt. 8. H. Dent.

.

Manigawll's Brigade.
Brig. Gen. AxTuT: M. MamaavLr.

24th Alabama, Col. N.‘:'.. Davia

}:: m g:"u':: Col. James F. Premley,
Waters' (Alabama) Battery. Lieut. Charles W, Watkina,

BUCKNER'S CORPS.

Maj. Gen. Bivox B, Buckxen,
BBCORT.

Qlark’s Company Teonemee Cavalry, Capt. J. W. Clark.

STEWARTY'S DEVIRION.

Maj. Oen. ALxxaxpex P. STEWwant.

Johnson's Brigedel BDete's Brigada,
Gen. Branoo R. JOWNROR. Gea, Witiiax R Baw.
&“:w 8 ForLTOR. Brie.
170 Tensewnn, Lisut. Col Watt W, | Pib Alshama, Gol. Bushrod Jooes.
- Ef A F. Rediar.
984 Taanessrs, Cal. R. H. Keehle. -
95t Tooneame, Lisat. Col. R. B. Soow- mm“"."“""*&zmm,
s 1 A
uu.ca.:mt.xcz-a.x O Bt g
Maj. 0. L Col' R. C. Tyler, Lient.
15(h Tennemsse |  Col R Dudiey Fray-
S7th Tenncssse| o, and Capt. B.. NG
| .
Col. Thomas B. Swith.
Maj. W. M. Sty,
Brnew's Rrigmde, Cluytow's Brigreks.
w Gen. Jomx C. Baows, Brig. Gen. Hexuy D, (avron,
l. Bokurp C. Coot. 19b Alsbams ;
105 Tennemue ¢ : Col J. T. Holuclaw,
Col. Joweph R, Palmer. Lieut. Col. R. F. Ingr.
Lieut. Col, Willam R. Butier. Maj. P. F. Bunley.
Capl Gideon H. Lowe. 6t Alahamis, Col. Lews T. Wadruff,
%th Tenneowwe : $h Alahaos, Lieut. Col. A. R Lank.
Col. John M. LDlard, ford
)llj Ru-hlﬂl M. Saffell.
(‘ol umupdc Conk,
. Calaway G, Tucker.
45th Tfnm Col. \ndrv\m Searcy,
23d Tennevere Buttulion
Maj. ‘l"uu well W, \cmn
Capt. W, P. hun'-au

aArtdlery.
Maj. J. Weasy Enrnee
1t Arhanwas Ratters, Capt John T. Huomphires e
T. H. Dawson's G Hattory, Lieut. )L W, Sneleewn,
Eufaula Artillery (Alatama Battervy), Capt. MaDvnadd Oliser,

Cnn)nnv E. Mk Georgia Antillery Burtaiion (Billigten W, York s Tatterys Loeut.
illiam & Ercren,
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Gracic's Brigade.
Brig. Gen. ARCHIBALD Guaqur, Jr.

434 Alubsuna, Col. Youug M. Moudy,
1st Alabama Battalion:*
{_.ieul. C?:} Jo)‘n‘n }l!!.ulg‘tzlll.
apt. rge W, ey.
2d A.lal_»Lnu Battalion: *

Capt. W. D. Walden.
Alahama Battalion.® Lieut. Col. Jobn
Sanford.

W. A
4th Alabama Battalion,t Maj. John D.
McLennan,

63d Tennessee:
Lieut. Col. Abraham Fulkerson.
Maj. John A. Aiken.

Third Briyade.
Col. Jorx H. KxLLY,

85th Georgia. Col. R. H. Moore,
S5th Kentucky, Ool. Hiram Hawkina,
58th North Carolina, Col. John B. Pal-

mer,
634 Virginia, Maj. James M. French.

Eoll's (Alahama)

Gregg's Brigude.

ig. Gen. JoBN GREOG.
g:l.g CYRCS A. Broa.

Tennessec, Col. Calvin H.Walker.
10’6’; T:::m. Col. William Grace.
b Tg:ut. Col. James J. Turner.
Capt. Charles & Douglass,

ﬂ;t Tennessee. Lieut. Col. JamesD. Till-

ol Cvrus A, Suge,

gi--nx.'&»l. Thomas W. Beaunont,

Maj. Christophier W. Roliertson.

Col. Calvin H. Walker.¢

18t Tennessee Battalion:

Maj. Stephen H. Colms

Maj. Christopher W. Robertson. $
TAS:

Col. H. B. Granbury.

Maj. K. M. Vanzandt.

Bdass.s l
5l Tennessee:

Blodsoe's (Missouri) Battery, Lieut. R. L.
Wood.

FRESTON & DIVISION,

Brig. Gea. WILLIAM PRESTON,

Trigy's Brigude,
Col. Rosert C. TxiG:,
I1st Florida Carvalry,$ Cal. . Troup
Maxwell,
6th Florida, Col. J. J. Finley,

th Florida, Col. Robert Buflock.
54th Virginia, Lieut. Col. Jolin J. \Wade,

Artillery Battalion.
Maj. A. In_nr.s.
Jeffress’ (Virgini .Ca in Wil
iam C.qm)w pan Wil
Pe:fles’ (Georgia) Battery, Capt. Tyler
Peeples.

RESERVE CORPS ARTILLERY,
Maj. SamcEL C. WinLuxg
Baxter's (Tennessee) Battery, Capt. Edmund D. Baxter.
Darden’s Oﬁmwz‘f:yaeg‘fa
McCants' (Florida) Battery, Capt. Robert P. McCants.
JOHNSON'S DIVISION. ®

Brig. Gen. BrsHRoD R. JOBNSON,

Wolihin's (Georgia) Battery, Cant. An-
drew M. Woliliin.) ) re

Putnam Darden.
F. Kolb,

MeNair's Brigade,

Brig. Gen, EvaxpEr McNam.
Col. Daviv CoLEMAX.

1st Arkansas Mounted Rifles.t Col. Rob-
ert W, Harper.
2d Arkansas Mounted Rifles,§ Col.
James A. Williamson.
23th Aﬁium. Lieut. Col. Eli Bufsted-

r.
4th and 31t Arkansar and 4th Arkan.
gax Battalion (consolidated), Maj.

J. A. Rowe,
3%h North Caruvlina. Col. David Cole-

man.
Cuwpeper's (South Carolina) Battery Capt.
: xJameﬁ F. Culpcper. 7Lt

Table 9-5. Confederate Army of Tennessee Order of Battle, 19-20
September 1863

147




- ,.‘._"' rarerbe ‘w P
My; “Gen Jors W Newis
WiaWs BIVISION
Bric. Giew. Jimarh B Riasnaw,
My Cnn, Laraverme: MoLlaws
Kerdov's Brigude, Numpdreys’ Brigade,

Bng. Gen. Joszra B. Rizsiuw, Reg. Gen. Bexvaxp G. Howoumrys.

% Bouth Caralina. Licot. Col Franklin | 13 lhann- Licut, Col. Eennoo Me-
Gaall

34 South Carvlina, Cal. James D. Nance. 1ith Mibrissipgd. Lieut, Cal. Jobo C. Flaer.

18&h Misamdiqi, Capt. W. F. Buhbard,
Tth Suoth °:.¢ hert Bland 218t Miermippe, Licut. Col. D, N. Moody.

lsu:saﬂ.h&rdnn Cal..lmrph? Glt
84 Gouth Carolina HBattalion, Capt
ownteend.

Joshua M. T
Woffords Brigade® y Bryasn's Brigade.®
Brig. Gen. Wnaiax T. Worrosn, Brig. Gen. Goout BRTaX,
16th Georpia 10th Georpia.
7] ! 834 Georgia

ROOD'S PIVISIONR.

Maj. Gen. Jowx B. Hoop.
Brig. Gen. E McIvEx Law,

Jenkins' Brigade.4 Lov's Brigade,
Brig. Gen. MicaR JENEnee Brig. Gen. a Mclves Law,
Col. Janzs L. SRErymxin.
;: g:&&&',:lﬁm‘ 4th Alalama, Col. Pinckney D. Bowle.
B8y South Carcline. lﬂbunhun.&»l.w C.O-'-
&h South Carolina. 44th Alabaraa, Col.
Hampton Legion. . 41th Alabama, llnj Junol.
Falmetis Sharpshooters. 48th Alatama,
Roberteon's Brigade.$ .
Brig. Gen. Jmmoxz B. Roscammon. 4 * Brigadet
Col Vax B. Mavrona. Brig. Gen. Gzoaok 7. AXPERSOK. -

M' IMW)M Par
hllay Tuyhor' ) Batury,
Tcdlt;k (Tvshn.&llq

&EBEEVE ARTOLERY,

Msj. Forx B Rorenmyon.

Rarret’s Miswsuri) Ratyere, Capt. Overton W Jupret.

Le Gardrur's (Lewusinnas Huticre.* Capt G Le tiardeut, Je.

Havie' (Grormis) Hatury Cap M W Ravin

hmud-m ‘s {Alntmma) h\m-rv Cant. ﬁmrl-- L. Lumaden.
Masvaubaurg's (Geunpria) l-hmr\' Cape T. L. Hu-n.burg
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CAVALRY.¢
Maj. Gun. JOSErH WHEELER.
WRARTON'S DIVISION,
Brig. Geu. JOHN A, WRARTON.
First Brigade.
Col. C. C. Crews.

Maloncs(Alabama)Bcgnnent, Col J C. Malone, jr.
24 Georgia, Lieut. Col. F. M. Iso

8d Georgia, Col. R. Thompson.

4th Georgm, Col. Isaac W, Avery.

Sccond Brigade.
‘Col. THOMAS HARRISOK,

84 Confederate, Col W. N. Estes.
8d Kentucky, Lieut. Col. J. W, Griffith.
4th Tenncesee, Lieut. Col. Paul F. Anderson.
8th Texas, Lieut. Col. Gustare Cook.
llth Texa.s. Col. G. R. Reeves.
('l‘ennmee)&ttery Capt. B. F. ‘Wlute,;r.
. MARTIN'S DIVISION,
Col.- Jorx T. 'Morgax,

Ast Liut 0" DT
c&lgggz::{nmt 11§§gﬁﬂl

Sist Alatama, MNILW.
8th-Confederate, Lieut. Col. John 8. ther,
Smond Drigade,
Col. A. A. RrssnuL,

4th Alshama (Russell's t), Lieut. Col. J. M. Eambrick.
st Conted—:-n.te. Cae. C. Conn«.

3B Wiggms -mm\wm Lieut. 3. P. Bryunt

Table 9-7. Confederate Army of Tennessee Order of Battle, 19-20
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FORREST'S CORPS.
Brig. Gen. NatnaX B. FORREST.
ESCORT.
Jackson's Company Tenncsace Cavalry, Capd. J. C. Jackson,
ARMSTBONG'S DIVISION.
Brig. Gen. FRANK C. ARMSTRONG,
Armstrong's Brigadc. .
Col. James T. WHEELER.

84 Arkansas, Col. A. W. Hobson. -
2d Kentucky, Lieut. Col. Thomas G. Woodward.

6th Tennessee, Lieut. Col. James H. Lewis.

16th Tennessee Battalion, Maj. Charles McDonald.

Forrest's pn'gadc.

Col. GEorGe G. DIBRELL. "

4th Teonessee, Col. William 8. McLemore.

#th Tennessee, Capt. Hamilton McGinnis.

9th Tennesee, Col. Jacob B. Biffie.
10th Tennessee, Col Nicholas Nickleby Cox.
11th Tennessee, Col. Daniel Wilson Holman.
Shaw's Battalion, O. P. Hamilton's Battalion, and R. D. Allison’s Squadron (oom-
.Bmhd&wh)"ml',) u?m(; Iy Freenan's). Capt. A. L. Buggina.

uggms ennessee) Battery (formerly an's Pt

Morton's (Tennessee) Bmery Capt. John W, Mortan, jr.

PEGRAM'S DIVISION,

Brig. Gen. JOHX PEGRAN.
Davidson's Brigade.
Brig. Gen. H, B. DAvIDsON.

ist Georgia, Ool. 4.J. Homm.

€th G Cal. Jobn B,

fith N Carolins, Col Geozge N.Folx

Rucker’s (15t Tunneswe) Legion, Col. B 'W. Rucker (12th Tenncasce Battaliun. lhj.
G. W. Dar, and 18th Teuneme: Battalfon, Tapt. John Q. Arnoidé)

Huwald's (Teuntssee) Batterv, Cupt. Gusiave A, Howald.

Smtl's Brigude.
Cal. Joux & S0oTT.

10th Confederate, Col C. T. Goode,

Detachment of Juhn B Morgan's command, Lleut. Col. R. M. Martin,

1st Louisisna, Lieut. Col. Jawnes 0 I\u:on.

24 Te , Col. BL M. Ashby.

5th Tennaseo, Col. Gearge W McX

‘N.T. N, Robiron’s (Loussiana) Baﬂe.ry (one sad:ou),heut. Winalow Robinson.

Table 9-8. Confederate Army of Tennessee Order of Battle, 19-20
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place in front of Reed’'s Bridge to contest the advance of
the Confederate infantry. Martin’'s command dismounted and a
spirited fight kept up all the way to Reed’'s Bridge acraoss
the west Chickamauga Creek at about noon on 18 September.
Pegram’'s Division joined Forrest at this place. The fight
for the bridge was not complete as Johnson could not move
troops across the intact bridge in the face of Minty's
continued resistance. Forrest then sent part of his command
to a fard above the bridge. This force flanked Minty’'s men
who retired to the west about a mile. Johnson marched his
men across the creek. Major General John Bell Hood came
upan the scene, took command of the forces at the bridge and
turned them all south to march up the west side of the
creek. Fegram’'s Division, with Forrest present, spent the
night of 18 September behind Hood’'s troops near Alewander’'s
Bridge.® Not only was the opening of the.battle unexpected,
but Bragg's grand strategy of enveloping Rosecrans’ left
flank was lost,.

Bragg gave orders for the movement of his army north of
the Union force and across the Chickamauga Creek. Walker's
Corps was to cross at Alexander 's Bridge or Byram’'s Ford.
Buckner was to cross his corps at Thedford's Ford. Folk was
to move north of Lee and Bordon’'s Mill and cross at the
earliest opportunity. His force was led by Armstrong’'s
cavalry.®

Armstrong’'s Division was with Folk keeping that corps

commander informed and secured. Armstrong reported enemy on
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the road to Chattancoga between Anderson’'s and Lee and
Gordon’'s Mill. He spent the evening of 17 September
picketing in the Crawfish Valley as far north as Glass’
Mill. Armstrong moved out on 18 September, leading Folk's
Corps with a regiment ahead of each of Folk’'s divisions.

Two regiments moved forward of the corps to hold the ford at
Blass Mill., To provide security and cover the flanik,
Armstrong placed a brigade at Worthen’'s Gap. By 12:30 F.M.,
Armstrong ‘s men had found the enemy immediately opposite Lee
and Gordon’'s Mill.” The Southerners crossed the creel, but
had not made it to the LaFayette Road, much less enveloped
the Northerners on that road. Both sides continued to shift
forces throughout the night of 18 September.

When General D.H. Hill moved his corps north on 18
Septembar, Wheeler s troopers moved to guard Owens’ Ford
while still leaving guards in the gaps. At almost noon that
day, Martin passed a message that the enemy were moving
north out of McLemore’'s Cove.® Wheeler attacked to delay
the enemy, but lost Owens’' Ford to the Federals, who used it
to cross their infantry west of the Chickamauga Creek. At 2
F.M. on 19 September, the enemy’'s cavalry came out of
McLemore’'s. Wheeler attacked the column vigorously and
drove the divided enemy column in both directions.”

On 19 September, Thomas' corps on the Union left moved
against Confederate forces on the west bank of the river.
Each side fed troops into the battle, causing a see-saw

effect back and forth across the lines of battle. Both




sides fed troops into the battle as divisions which met in
succession, never in a concerted effort. The fight raged
first in the north, then proceeded to the south. By the end
of 19 September, neither side had gained any real supremacy.

During the night of 18-19 September, EBragg again
ordered Wheeler to guard all of the passes and fords on the
army’'s lett flank. He was to attack the enemy at everv
opportunity. Headguarters told Wheeler that the Grand Wing
on the left was to be commanded by James Longstreet and that
he should lond support when required. Wheeler concentrated
his force at Glass’' Mill for whatever was to come the neut
day.'?

The early morning of 19 September, found Fegram’'s
Divisions, directly under Forrest’'s command, near
Alexander ‘s Bridge and Armstrong’'s Division still with Folk
near Anderson’'s House, two miles from Lee and Gorddn’s Mill.
Forrest was ordered to move beck toward Reed’'s Bridge and
develop the situation. Brigadier General Davidson’'s brigade
encountered the enemy in the vicinity of Jay’'s Mill, just
short of Reed’'s Bridge. Rather than outflanking the
blueclad army by marching way north, Bragg had allowed his
own flank to be exposed by a night march to the north by
Thomas ' corps. Crittenden was ne longer the northernmost
Union force at LLee and Gordon’'s Mill. Instead, Thomas had
marched behind and around Crittenden in the dark of 18
September. Forrest found the leac lements of this unit

just prior to them flanking Bragg's army. Forrest’'s
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troopers were no longer facing similarly equipped cavalry
forces, but, instead, steady, long lines of blue infantry.'"'
A mounted charge by Rucker 's Legion held the enemy at bay
long enough for Forrest to react.?=®

Forrest dismounted all o’ Pegram’'s men and formed a
line of battle. He recogniz.. immediately that Fegram was
not strong enough to hold alone, so he regquested raturn of
Armstrong s Division from Folk. Lizucenant General D. H.
Hill 's Corps was closing up on Folk’'s left flank so only a
gap on his right was unsecure. He protected this flank with
one brigade, that of Crews, and sent Dibrell s Brigade o
Forrest.*™ As spoon as Dibrell arrived at Jay’'s Mill,
Forrest dismounted him and put his men in line with Fegram’'s
forces. This combined force held the enemy advance until
Forrest personally found and commandeered infantry brigades
to take up the fight. As each side threw in'reinforcements
as they became available, the tide of the battle swept back
and forth on this right flank of tne army.

Around one o’'clock in the afternoon, Armstrong arrived
with his other brigade and covered the extreme right flank.
A dismounted cavalry charge was made to cover the retirement
of the infantry after the entire weight of Thomas' left
flank was brcought to bear, Forrest assumed temporary
command of the infantry in his vicinity as well as his
cavalry until Major General Walker, Bragg's reserve corps
commander, arrived. Forrest used his artillery under Major

John Rawle, Freeman’'s Battery, along with Dibrell's




dismounted brigade to cover the infantry’'s flanks and thoir
retirements. Even though the infantry and dismounted
cavalry under Forrest took numerous guns away from the
enemy, they were unable to bring any of the guns home, due

to a dearth of live Union horses. They did manage to save

all of their own gquns, even though they had lost numerous
horses of their own. The Confederates finally fell back !
towards Jay’'s Mill, where they had begun the fight in the
morning and held against the Union divisions of Baird and
Brannan.'* Fighting was so severe that Union Colonelh
Ferdinand Van Derveer, commanding & brigade in Brannan's
Division, thought he had faced two divisions of Longstreet’'s
troops. Instead, he had only fought three brigades, one of
infantry and two of dismounted cavalry.?t'™

When Forrest fell back to Jay’'s Mill Road about
midafternoor, the fighting slackened for both of Forrest's
divisions. Forrest placed both of his divisions,
consolidated under their own commanders, holding the road
across Reed’'s Bridge and south in front of Jay’'s Mill toward
Alexander 's Ford. He reported there were no further
engagements with the enemy on 19 September.!® Scott’'s
brigade continued reconnaissance toward Rossville.'”

For the next day's fight, both sides made plans to
continue from where they were. Roth forces continued to
rearrange their dispositions, but the line remained the
same., Rosecrans decided to remain in place and on the

defensive. He prepared defensive positions to meet any
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attack. Bragg decided to attack. His units were to attack
from north to south in & zipper-like effect, still
attempting to turn Rosecrans’ left flank and cut off the
Federal line to Chattanooga. His plans went awry again.'®

Bragg reorganized his army due to the arrival of
Lieutenant General James Longstreet on the field from
Virginia. Folk and Longstreet commanded the wings of the
army. Bragg dispatched orders to all commanders for the
morning attack, but not everyone received their orders.
Braqgg hoped Folk would roll up the Federal left, separate
them from the LaFayette Road and then Longstreet could apply
the coup de grace on the Federal right.?*”

On the next morning, 20 September, Forrest, working
directly for Bragg, acted upon orders to move forward on the
army’'s right and to keep his alignment on General
Breckenridge’'s Division. Forrest sent Fegram’'s Division,
still mounted, into a reserve position on the far right.
Armstrong ‘s Division was dismounted, except for the é&th
Tennessee and McDonald’'s 18th Tennessee Battalion.=<@.=1
Armstrong’'s Division, especially Dibrell ‘s Brigade, fought
all day long, side by side with the infantry. As the
infantry attacked, the two mounted units moved across the
LaFayette Road where they captured many prisoners and a
hospital ,>==

Due to command problems and various delays, the dawn
attack did not begin until after nine in the morning.

Rosecrans’ men barricaded themselves behind stout defenses,




but even a0, Folk's attack progressed nicely, causing
distress in Thomas' left flank. Due to a misunderstanding,
Rosecrans pulled a division out of his line to strengthen
Thomas ' defense. Before he filled the gap with Union
forces, the Confederates filled it,

At the most opportune time and in the precisely correct
position for the Confederates, Longstreet sent a heavy
column of divisions crashing into the gap left by the
departing division. This column caught the moving Union
forces in the flank and shattered them with five attacking
divisions of Longstreet’'s wing. The shattered forces fell
back toward Thomas’' corps and either fell into their
defenses or retreated all the way back to Chattanocoga along
routes other than the LaFayette Road. Along with these
retreating men and units went divisioﬁ and corps commanders
as well as the army commander, General Rosecrans, himself.
At abouf this same time, 11:00 AM, Fegram sent word, from
the extreme right, that Union Major General Gordon Granger
was approaching from Rossville with part of Rosecrans’
Reserve Corps. The advance of this unit, Steedman’'s
Division, compelled Armstrong’'s mounted units to leave the
hospitals while the dismounted units turmned to face the foe.
Forrest’'s artillery and Fegram’'s mounted units harassed
Granger as the Union soldiers marched south toward kEelly
Field. PBetween the harassment on his left flank and the
fortified road to his front, GBranger had enough information

to cause him to leave the LaFayette Road and move




cross—country to link up with Thomas on Snodgrass Hill.
Forrest’'s forces were not stout enough to completely stop
Granger, but they inflicted a two-hour delay upon the
relieving Union forces.=®>=

Thomas ' corps had been involved in the heaviest
fighting on both 19 and 20 September. Still, they were the
only troops to hold. Along with units which fell in on
their lines, they held long enough to be reinforced by the
Union Reserve Corps under General Gordon Granger.

Forrest’'s report made no further mention of action on
the Confederate right flank after Granger 's relieving
divisions went around his blocking position.*% Indeed, a
l1ull of a couple of hours occurred all across the northern
part of the field in the midafternoon. General Longstreet
pressed his attack from the scuth, but Folk’'s wing applied
no further pressure untilfnearly four o'clock.

While Forrest and his men fought resolutely on the right
flank, Wheeler moved his available force, dismounted, and
attacked a si1itable enemy force on the army’'s left with
artillery hoping to draw off some reserves from Longstreet’'s
front. The fight went back and forth qQuite a bit with
little change in the situation until the Southerners hit the
enemy hard and drove them back toward Crawfish Springs.

Orce again mounted, Wheeler s men charged the Federal troops
at about the same time Longstreet broke through the center

of the Union line.==




Ae the center of the Union line collapsed, the enemy’ s
right wing melted away to the north toward Chattanooga.
LLongstreet called Wheeler to Lee and BGordon's Mill to attack
Union cavalry in that area. At about 3 FP.M., Wheeler s men
arrived and immediately attacked into the Union troops. The
Federals did not stand for long before they retreated up the
Dry Valley Road toward Chattanooga. At about T F.M.,
Bragg's staff informed Wheeler of the apparent good fortune
of the army in its victory.*® A few minutes later, Generaxl
l.ongstreet got a message through to Wheeler for him to ride
down the Dry Valley Road to cause as much havoc as possible
within the ranks of the retreating enemy. Longstreet saw an
opportunity for a limited pursuit and he sent Wheeler to
accomplish the task; By the time Wheeler got involved in
it, the darkness began to come on. The pursuit lasted for
two hours after dark.

Still, in their attacks near Lee and Gordon’'s Mill,
Wheeler 's troopers picked up about one thousand prisoners,
twenty wagons, five large hospitals, large amounts of
weapons, ordnance, medicines, camp equipment, as well as all
of the wounded enemy and about 100 doctors. The spoils of
the battlefield did provide some feed for the horses. When
the pursuit ceased for the night, Wheeler 's men camped on
the battlefield.®”

On the Confederate right, the infantry finally moved
forward again at about 4 F.M, Forrest agreed to take and

hold the LaFayette Road.*® Forrest and his men went forward




dismounted, in line of battle with the infantry, one more
time to accomplish this task. All along the line, the
advance was made with the cavalry securing the flank,
Dibrell still hanging on to the infantry. Sharp fighting
continued until Dibrell reported that the infantry was
stopped. Within their exposed position, the 4th, 8th, and
Fth (Hiffle's) Tennessee Regiments sustained severe
casuwalties, but still held their line after the infantry
units melted away. Forrest himself ran to the right-most
infantry units and rallied them with help from thsivr own
officers.

A renewed effort carried the Federal lines. Bragg did
not emplay a reserve nor did he have a plan to exploit his
unexpected success. The delay allowed Thomas to hold until
night fell and then he gave the order to retire to his
blueclad troops.*% He extricated all of the units with his

corps back toward Chattanooga.

The Confederates on the army’'s right flank did not

organize a pursuit as the enemy left enroute to Chattanooga.
No commander, at any level, ordered a pursuit. They wat;hed
the enemy leave and then, infantry and cavalry alike,
bivouacked wupon the ground they had just taken. Forrest and
his men and horses suffered, much like the rest of the army,
from a lack of water, rations, and forage.=?

The next morning, Monday, 21 September, Forrest mounted
his weary units and moved down the road toward Chattanooga.

He gathered up prisoners and discarded equipment as he went
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and shipped it back in captured wagons. He found some of
Minty's cavalry entrenched in the Rossville Gap, but could
not dislodge them with Dibrell ‘s old 8th Tennessee and his
artillery. He camped on the tip of the southern portion of
Missionary Ridge that night and moved into the valley the
next morning.=* ==

On that same day, Bragg ordered Wheeler to detail two
regiments to pick up weapons from the battlefield and to
round up stragglers, whether blue or gray. By 92 A.M.,
another unit was sent up the road toward Chattanooga to
determine enemy locations. ™ Wheeler had about 1,700 men
left with him when his men discovered dust clouds to the
south coming out of MclLemore’'s Cove. Also, a reinforcing
column appeared to be coming south out of Chattanooga.
Wheeler vowed to keep these units separated and marched to
meet them.="

The force coming south out of Chattanooga was hit first
and pushed back toward Chattanooga. Wheeler left the 8th
Texas Rangers under Lieutenant Colonel Gustave Cook with
Wheeler 's own escort company to keep this force bottled up
to the north. Wheeler then personally led the remainder of
his force south to engage the remnants of Union cavalry
coming out of the cove. Wheeler's troops broke the enemy
defensive line and drove them back until all semblance of
order was lost. Wheeler’'s men captured about four hundred
prisoners on the road, as well as the entire wagon train of

about ninety wagons. More arms and weapons added the total
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haul for Wheeler’'s units in two days to over 2000 prisoners,

100 wagons and teams, mounds of other property, and eighteen
unit colors.==

On 22 September, Bragg ordered Wheeler to push the
enemy on the left because the rest of the army was applying
pressure toward Chattanooga on the right. The enemy was
still south of the river and available for attack and
disruption. By late that evening, Wheeler received orders
to move into the mountains and cross the river on the left
to get behind Rosecrans’' army and into its lines of supply
and communications as well as to cut their line of
retreat.” e Wheeler moved to within one and a guarter miles
of Chattanooga keeping the enemy forces pushed in on each
other. Before he completely developed the situation and the
enemy de#enses, Bragg stopped him and pulled him back on 27
September, to concentrate at Chickamauwga and Tyner's
Station. He left units to cover the flank and watch the
enemy near the river and another unit to clear the top of
Lookout Mountain to Chattanooga. Bragg ordered Wheeler not
to cross the river. The battle was over for Wheeler's
Corps.™=7

Back on the northern portion of the battlefield on 22
September, cavalry units forced the enemy out of their
position and Forrest camped on Lookout Mountain, with a
screen line running to Silvay's Ford on the Tennessee. 0On
27 September, Forrest took McDonald’'s Battalion again and

reached the point of Lookout Mountain., There the infantry
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relieved him. Forrest ordered his men to cook rations while
he prepared his forces for further use. On 25 September,
Bragg ordered Forrest and his men back to east Tennessee to
guard against Burnside’'s forces, finally moving south out of
Knoxville., Forrest and his units left the battlefields of
Chickamauga and moved on to further duties.™®

The Union army withdrew into the Chattancoga defenses,
but retreated no further. Most Confederate commanders
wanted to pursue Rosecrans after the battle ended, but they
could not get RBragg’'s agreement. Bragqg appeared remcte and
lethargic. Instead, Bragqg occupied Missionary Ridge and
laid siege to the forces bottled up in Chattancoga. Bragg
had won a great tactical victory due to the great fortune
that accompanied Longstreet ' s advance. However, his failure
to provide a general reserve for destruction and pursuit
deprived him of a victorious campaign. The Confederate
command wasted this battlefield victory.

At the Battle of Chickamauga, the Confederate cavalry
gained additional lauwrels for its crown. Due in large part
to the efforts of Bedford Forrest and his corps, there was a
heightened respect for the cavalry among the infantry of the
Army of Tennessee. Even though this fight was not necessary
to Rosecrans, it was fought and was of profound impact upon
the war effort of both antagonists. The cavalry of Bragg’'s
army began the battle and fought with distinction throughout
both days .of the gruelling fight. Both cavalry corps were

gainfully employed to a great extent and to great benefit.
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Though neither had the opportunity to conduct a grand
pursuit, they had been ready and able to do so if unleashed
in a coardinated effart by the army commander. The failure
to carry through with this attempt did not rest upon the

troopers, but with their leaders.
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CHAETEFR _SIX

[lag]

gnclusions

Today 's army organizes cavalry, more properly called
armoreq cavalry, for the specific purposes of surveillance,
recoiynnaissance, and security. Commanders ass. an cavalry
units to one or more of these missions according to FM

17-9%, Cavalry Operatigons, depending upon the militery

factors known to the army as METT-T (mission, enemy,
terrain, troops, and time), These are much the same
miesions that Bragg should have assigned to the Confederate
cavalry during the Tullahoma and Chickamauga Campaigns. I
addition, today, much like during the Battle of Chickamaugea
itselt, cavalry units may become decisively enaaged and
fight furiously on foot or mounted. Cavalry units are to
develop the situation rather than become decisivelv
engaged. *

However , effect:veaess of cavalry units depends qQreatly
upon the state of readiness of men and equipment, training
and cohesiveness of the troops, skill and organizational
abilities of leaders at all levels, and logistical support
given tc the units. Frobably the most important element
listed here is th2 leadership of the units. History in
general, and the War Between the States in particular., 1@
replete with instances of highly motivated troops, having
noithing laoft but leadership, coming forth as victors. The
opposite is quite true also. Many examples abound of fully

trained and equipped soldiers who lost ingloriously because
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thelr leaders failed bthem., To extend this train of thouaht.

there were instances when Civil War units equipped with fLhe
most modern weapons of the day did well. However, with
truly inspired leadership, they may have achieved a level of
etfectiveness never before envisioned.

During the campaligns and battles addressed in this
study, Confederate cavalry units trailed their Union
counterparts in nearly every measure. The key factor in
this case, though, was leadership, because they had always
trailed in most of the other measures. This time, howsver,
Lhey did not make up for the tangible deficiencies wilkh
their intangible assets. Good leadership was available to
the Confederates during the Chickamauga campaigns. Howewver,
during this time frame, Confederate leadership did not
function well. There were no "team" leaders. The best
cavalry in the world could have functioned very little
better with such uninspired leadership.

When looked upon as a part aof a team, the Confederate
cavalry did not render a stellar performance during the
Tullahoma and Chickamauga Campaigns. The units were
commonly out of position, combat ineffective, or performing
missions that did not focus on the gQoals of the army as a
whole.

Again, 1t cannct be said that Confederate cavalry Jdid
rnothing during these periods. ARs seen 1n Appendices A and
B, of the fregquent skirmishes listed as principle events

during the campaigrns, cavalry was involved as a player., 1¢
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not alorme, in the vast majority of these encounters. Theeae
units did perform scout, delay, and security missions
throughout the Tennessee, Alabama, and Georgia terrain of
these campaigns. The men, as individuals and as units,
performed superbly throughout.

During the operational or maneuver phase, the length of
time permitted many mistakes to accumulate. The ma1or
mistakes made during this phase included & failure to
maintain contact with the enemy, picketing the wrong side of
the Tennessee River, using too few traoops to accomplish the
picket, dispersal of foraging units, bad orders, command
confusion, and a failure to obey orders or react with speed
and initiative. There were many things which could and did
go wrong. The extenuating circumstances which exacerbated
the situation included the great distances invaolved, the
numerous crossing sites on the river, the compartmentalized
terrain, the condition of the cavalry units, and the
Confederate supply system.

The Battle of Chickamauga itself did not present many
cases of misuse of the cavalry. Instead, the maijor failing
on the battlefield was the lack of prosecution of an
aggressive and coordinated effort. Forrest’'s units engaged
the Federals most heatedly on the Confederate right but
there were numerous missed opportunities on the left.
Wheeler was slow during the battle, even though he was
actively involved. The cavalry suffered from a lack of

specific orders and no single coordinating point with the
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army command. This seems to have been a fact with nearly
the whole Confederate army during the battle. The fact that
there were two cavalry commanders rather than one increased
the problems. Frofessionals, or even normal adults, should
have been able to work out their problems.

In many actions, the Confederates simply used their
cavalry incorrectly. They were inefficient with theilr
cavalry on even more occasions. However , given their
condition, the cavalry corps did render hard service and on
numarous occasions slowed the enemy advance. It is
significant to note that Rosecrans did not know any more of
Bragg s whereabouts than Bragg knew of Rosecrans’'., Hard
service kept the cavalry units engaged in constant fighting
with the advancing Union forces from in front of Shelbyville
all the way to the Tennessee River. Skirmishing was a daily
occurrence for them pefore and after the retirement from the
Duck River, It was even dismounted cavalry which fought
some of the heaviest encounters of the first day of the
battle itself, fighting as if they were infantry brigades.

So, was poor use of Confederate cavalry during this
campaign ¢riminal? Such a charge would be hard to prove at
best. Forrest most assuredly believed EBragg's handling of
Nis cavalry deserved some punishment, even his own personal
threat of death. The credit for the successes of the
cavalry units must go, though, to the same person who takes
the blame for their failures. Bragq certainly failed to

capitalize on the forces available to him, but somehow
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managed to win at Chickamauga Creek anyway. Er agg dedicated
his entire heing to the Saouthern cause and he constantly
strove to do his best for that cause. He had some strong
personality quirks which clouded his judgment and,
conseqguently, affected his actions and the actions of his
subordinates. He was not., however, the only one to blame.
Even though he gave the appearance of i1ncompetence during
many phases of the campaign, he was probably not guilty of
criminal negligence.

Who or what was then to blame for any misuse? 0Ff each
aspect in the course of events, history can assess blame or
credit to a different person, event, or condition. Histoury
can place the blame or credit on one person for the overall
showing once it tallies the ramifications of the major
events. At that time the one true test, how history
remembers the event, can be weighed. Again, Bragg was in
command and is therefore responsible. However, who were
some of the other players and what events played a part, in
the generally dismal showing of Confederate cavalry?” Do
certain parallels exist today?

General Bragg, as the commander of the Army of
Tennessee, was ultimately responsible for the evolution of
the campaigns. This responsibility included the proper use
of his cavalry. The unimaginative performance of his army
and his cavalry, therefore, reflected a command failure on
Bragg’'s part. EBragg must accept the blame for the failures

which occurred during these campaigns.
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More often tham not, EBragg misused his two cavalry
corps. During all three time periods addressed in this
study, cavalry units failed to provide adequate early
warning and reconnaissance. FBragg lacked information to
make essential decisions and dispositions of his forces.
Again, it 1s certainly not implied that the cavalry units
were shirking combat or danger by staying away from the
enemy. They were nearly always in contact with the enemy.
They provided, however, very little useful intelligence to
the general headquarters.

During the Tullahoma phase, Bragg sent Forrest s
division to perform its picket duty to the west of the army.
This it did with fervor. Forrest himself sent scouts into
enemy territory to report on activities in the enemy camp.
At the beginning of June, these reports were so vague as fo
render little assistance to General Bragg. However , Bragg
and his subordinate commanders and staffs should have at
least been alert to imminent moves by the enemy. They were
no more prepared to react to an enemy withdrawal than they
were to an enemy advance. By the time Forrest attained more
concrete evidence of an advance by the enemy, the situation
moved so rapidly that it left Bragg always trying to catch
up with the situation.

Still, with the failure to properly read and prepare
for enemy courses of action, Bragg could have saved or
ameliorated the situation had Wheeler been in position

according to his orders. Wheeler 's corps failed to discover
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the Union movement on Bragg's right flank., Wheeler had
fairly well deserted the area in which that advance was
made. He was too busy elsewhere. Bragg took no steps to
remedy this situation. The lack of warring on this flank
most assuredly sped up the collapse of Bragg’'s defensive
position.

A major condition that pervaded all actions of the Arvo
of Tennessee was the unsatisfactory command climate in the
army. Nearly every subordinate commander he had diegliked
Bragg. The one major exception was Wheeler, one of his
proteges. - Whether EBragg was at fault or was even guilty of
the myriad of things he was accused of has little relevance.
Those with whom he needed to work most closely despised him.
Every step he made was scrutinized and dissected. He
castigated commanders to the point where they were picayune
about details in their Drders.. Both sides of the sqqabble
looked for fault in the other.

The subordinate commanders were a mixed lot of usetful
and worthless officers. Apparently, the most important
issue in the Army of Tennessee was personal status and ego.
If Bragg was guilty of incompetence, then his subordinates
were not selflessly committed to solving the problem,
either. Each officer had his own agenda. Each had an
excuse to foment discontent. Unfortunately for the South,
petty bickering among the many wounded egos always
interfered with military duties.” The higher in rank the

officer, the more culpable he was since he not only allowed
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the digsent, but, in most cases, actively participated
himself.” The hardest thing to swallow for the "hard-luck"”
Army of Tennessz2e must have been that it had to put up with
commanders who did not do it justice.

Bragg also allowed the departure of the one subordinate
commander he had who truly understood terrain and how ho
maximize its advantages. General Hardee moved west into
some relatively insignificant jobs working for General Joe
Johnston.® He could have been much more valuable with the
major army in the field, especially if Eragg would listen to
him. Bragg recognized some of the pitfalls of the terrain,
but had little knowledge of how to correct the problems.
While he realized his precarious pasition in Chattarnooga
should the enemy occupy the bank opposité the city, without
Hardee's help Bragg did nothing ta preclude the enemy’s
occupation. Left with no apparent options, Bragg waited and
was then forced out of Chattanooga without a fight, just as
he knew he would be.”

Bragg must be found guilty for the bad orders he issued
and the improper use of his cavalry force. Most of his
orders were inexact and discretionary. Many were
contradictory. These orders left room for interpretatioﬁ.
In some cases, what he wanted done was impossible, given the
assets available. Wheeler's corps could not patrol from
Chattanocoga to Decatur given the corps’ condition and si:ze.
However, no large amounts of infantry came to assist in the

assigned mission. Bragg also did not make Wheeler account

174




faor his lackadaisical efforts. Forrest busied himself to
the north, picketing the river and watching an enemy not vet
in place, He could have actively conducted reconnaissance
against the primary threat, Rosecrans’ army.

Bragg should also take the blame for not believing or
acting upon intelligence brought to him. When McCook was Lo
the south around Alpine, a Lieutenant Baylor reported thisz
fact to Bragg, through Wheeler. Bragg caelled the lisutenant
a liar because, in his own mind, he had decided that the
whole Union army was in McbLemore's Cove.® 1t accomplishes
little for a commander to have an intelligence network 1f ng
one interprets the material or acts upon its findings. The
commander must consider all intelligence sources and sift
all information with an open mind. Pragg did not have such
a network and much information was lost Qpcn him.,

Bragg failed to keep a significant screen on the enemy
side of tﬁe Tennessee River. Even though the cavalry
commanders did keep some forces to the west, the afmy was
not well served by long-range surveillance.®+*'? Bragg’'s own
scout network was falling apart.®! There were numerous
excuses for not leaving large forces on the other side. The
cavalry units were worn out. They had little means to
sustain themselves in the barren country of the Cumberland
Mountains. There was no readily available courier service
set to return information to the south side of the river.
However , given the all-important need to delay and maintain

contact with the enemy to ascertain his intentions, Bragg
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should have found ways to alleviate these problems. Small
units could have evaded enemy detection and sent messengers
back and forth to picket points along the river. Given
Forrest ‘s success rate with most intelligence missions, all
he needed was an order and he surely would have created a
system. Forrest operated behind the lines enough to know
how to get the job done. Instead, EBragg gave Forrest other
missions. PBragg, contrary to Sun Tzu’'s teachings, never
made an effort to get to know his enemy.t=

Bragg’'s headquarters sent numerous messages for cavalry
wnits to go here, there, and everywhere during =erly to
mid-September. Headquarters pulled Wharton's Division back
and forth, as they did Martin's. They ordered units to
consolidate, but issued other orders, on the same day, to
send sub-units off on missions. These orders diq not always
go through the corps commandgrs, but, instead, sometimes
went‘directly to division and lower commanders. After
finally accepting the fact that McCook's corps was not with
Thomas’, EBragg "consolidated" both of his cavalry corps at
LaFayette and then sent Forrest south towards Alpine to find
McCook. Part of Wheeler 's unit went with Forrest on this
scouting mission. Since Wheeler had been operating in the
south and Forrest had forces maneuvering in the north, thigs
decision seems overly confusing. Eventually, the cavalry
corps intermixed and rode in all different directions,
across each others’ paths. They were unable to get much

accomplished in any direction before they were pulled off to

176




do gsomething else. Again, Bragg's confusion and inability
to develop and follow through on a plan were quite
evident. =

Interestingly enough, Bragg may deserve some credit
for ingenuity. From the numerous accounts of deserters
recorded in Union reports, a web of inaccuracies and
misconceptions took root in Rosecrans’ plans. Some accounts
claim Bragg planted these deserters himself, while other
sources claim the men were merely tired of Bragg and his
constant retreating. While reading the official reports of
tUnion officers, the level of detail and the development of
thought seems to be greater than that normally expected of
privates in an army. The openness in divulging the

movements and plans of the army exhibited by these

"deserters” tenqs to lend credence to the argument that Fhey
were coached before leaving the Southern camps. I+ these
men were not individually coached, there at least may have
been an active "rumor mill" fed by the Confederate command
which realized the inevitability of desertions taking place.
Such is the make-up of singular events in the deception
plans developed by the Soviets in World War Il and advocated
by the U.S. Army today.'?® I+ these desertions were
intentional or even merely capitalized uponrn, then Bragg
deserves kudos for a job well done.'®

Unfortunately for the Confederates, personality
conflicts present in this battle continued to manifest

themselves long after the battle was over. Courts-martial
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and charges flew rampant. Bragg removed several ﬁéniwr
commanders from command. He reorganized units and
transferred commanders, including Forrest, away from the
Army of Tennessee.'® When EBragg later resigned from command
of the army after the disaster at Missionary Ridge, he went
to work in Richmond as the president’'s senior military
advisor. In this position, he continued to suppress the
careers of his enemies, most notably that of Forrest. Ir
1877. at Forrest’'s funeral, a grieving Jefferson Davis
admitted that Forrest's contributions were kept from him
until too late by jealous and self-serving officers. Braga
may have hurt the cause more than he planned just by holding
back officers who could have made a difference.'”

So, is Bragg to blame? General BHragg is quite
obviously guilty of being in a command beyond his talent for
combat operations, both infantry and cavalry. He failed to
use his cavalry properly in any of the roles which were then
and are now accepted as the domain of cavalry units. These
roles were as legitimate in 1863 as they are in 1990, so
history need not be afraid of castigating Bragg for merely
not being farsighted and ahead of his time. Rather, he was
not well—-advised or learned about cavalry operations and
usages of his own days. Certainly, this is the failure on
his part. However, even if he must accept this blame due to

his position as the commander, he was not the only one to

contribute to the failure.




In this vein., when someone disobeys orders, the blame
lies directly at the feet of the violator. As accepted in
today's thought, there are two categories of reasons to
violate orders. The first involves the unlawful order which
is enmeshed in violations of the law of war and violations
of human rights. This categery did not arise in this study.
The second category invelves the "judgment call”, which is
hard to govern. It can place all orders in guestion i+
taken to the extreme. If the commander on the scene sees a
situation which was unknown to a senior commander issuilnng
orders, then the on—-scene officer is required to include all
relevant information in his decision to carry out his
orders. Cbey or not, the commander needs to always be
prepared to justify and defend his decisions. During these
campaigns, it is this category of disobedience that is
present.

The primary instances of disobedience or disregard of
orders occurred in Wheeler ' 's commnand. For example, General
Morgan became bored performing picket duty because it was
not very glamorous. He pressed for permission to go raiding
into Kentucky and, finally, after much whining, received it.
In his instructions, he was told rot to go north of the
Ohio. However , he did go north, he accomplished little. and
he got his unit shot up and captured. His loss hurt the
Confederacy as a whole, and Bragg 's army in particular. Hez
tried later to justify his disobedience. He was not overly

successful . 'V
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In another instance, Bragg assigned Wheeler to pichet
the Army 's right at Tullahoma. After sending Morgan off o
his raid, Wheeler left insufficient forces on the flank and
took the majority of his forces towards the center where the
enemy was closer to the front. He was not where he was
needed when the enemy came into his army’'s flank. He
apparently was also looking for glory and suppressed the
critical duty of defending his army and his country. Again,
disobedience was not justified.

Also, it has been seen that the cavalry units suffered
tremendously during the retreat to the Tennessee River.
After withdrawing south of the river. Wheeler s men needed
to rest and recuperate. Rather than shuttling or rotating
units to refit areas so that he could effectively accomplish
the job of watching the river, Wheeler again left a skeleton
crew to watch small sections of the river. He then took
most everyone else too far back, for an abnormally long rest
break. Wheeler positioned his headquarters poorly and
caused undue and extended trips for reports of action along
the river. Rather than being placed to effectively control
his troops, gather information, and pass reports, he was the
cause of delayed reports and inaccurate interpretation of
events. It was about six weeks from the end of the
Tullahoma campaign to the time when Union forces crossed the

river. When Union forces crossed, Wheeler had no more

troops on guard thanm he did that day, sit weeks earlier,




when he crossed bthe river. He failed to do as ordered,
again, with no justification.

Even when Eragg called him forward to scout and guard
against Union forces south of the river, Wheeler was slow
and lacked initiative. He almost seemed to be looking for
excuses to fail or to cover his failures. He most certainly
tailed to consolidate and move faorward with any speed when
the situation and orders demanded it.

One of Wheeler ‘s legitimate excuses was common to o11
Southern cavalry units, Cavalry was cn the wrong end of the
Southern supply line. Absences plagued cavalry units’ rol.
calls while troopers scavenged for remounts, clothing., and
food. The problem was symptomatic of the South and was the
fault of the Southern supply system. I¥f another viable
option existed in the South, then those responsible for
allowing this systém to continue were to blame. Given the
situation, though, a viable alternative was hardly possible.
Even in retrospect, no other options come to mind today.

Certain sources criticized Wheeler for not going back
into the Lookout Mountain passes when ordered to go forward
to find and observe the enemy. He had previously obstructed
the same passes against enemy movement. When these orders
arrived on & and & September, Wheeler wrote a lengthy repcort
as to what he knew and how he knew it. He explained that he
saw no reason to go back into the passes and clear them so
that his cavalry could move about freely. He defended his

decision skillfully and built a so0lid case showing that he
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could learn nothing more from this additional labor than
what he already knew. He also explained that he would be

xposed to enemy flanking since the obstruction did little
to restrict the movement of foot soldiers which were his
primary threat. In this case, Wheeler had a solid reasaon
for not following orders. These orders were not based on a
current assessment of the situation.t'?

Ma jor Gereral Wheeler was a conventional cavalryman who
was adept at praotecting the army, and fighting in the more
conventional battles of the eastern theater of the War
Between Lthe States. His career shows him to have been
poorly inclined toward independent operations or operating
outside of direct control. When he was not being watched,
Wheeler was not very diligent in the performance of his
missions. He was able, but not always willing.

Discontént was not restricted to the army as a whole.
Even within the cavalry chain of command, problems existed.
Du2 to personality conflicts between Wheeler and Forrest,
Bragg split his cavalry forces. This left Bragg with two
points of contact and no one person below the Army commander
coordinating cavalry operations. The lack of a unified
cavalry command kept the Confederate army tardy in
responding to events as they unfolded. At a time when
accurate and timely information was needed, a full view of
the whole picture could not be gathered because units were
not working together while their commanders feuded. Again,

the blame for this predicament lay with all involved. Bragqg
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did not lay out rules and mandate coordinated action.
Wheaeler was too unsure of himself to assert effective
control over all cavalry units and their commanders.
Forrest was so intent on maintaining his independence that
he did not work as a member of the team for the greater good
of all.=®

However , Forrest should bear the primary blamge fov
internal cavalry discontent. While Wheeler did his best to
get along with everyone, Forrest spent most of the war not
getting along with any of his superiors. He failed to work
well as a part of a unified plan because he always felt he
had a better plan. Duw ing the summer of 18463, he was not
even concentrating on his present mission. All of his
energy was being expended trying to go west to the
Mississippi River.

Because of his inability to work well as a team‘member.
he was often left to take care of problems himself when he
should have been assisted. When he was busy delaying
Granger ‘s column along the La Fayette Road, it would have
been very easy for the Confederate command to have assisted
him and defeated the whole Union column. However, due to
the command relationship resulting from Forrest’'s inability
to work with others, there was no organized effort to
reinforce or support Forrest and the enemy marched on to
Snodgrass ‘Hill after bypassing Forrest. His abilities weres

certainly evident, but nevertheless, he was a thorn in the
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si1de of every comnandzsr he ever had, and he somebLlmes Caunssd
flaws in the planning and execution of the overall effort.
However, when there was a fight, Forrest and his men
were always in the thick of it. On day two of the Battle of
Chickamauga, they fought so hard as dismounted cavalry (as
intfantry!) that they won a singular compliment from
Lieutenant General D. H. Hill., Hill was a staunch
infantryman who had a reputation in the Army of Northern
Virginia for having no use for cavalry. He admitted to
being prejudiced against cavalry and had publicaily claimed
to have never seen a dead cavalryman. However, during this
fight, when informed that the unit fighting so fiercely
beside him was not infantry but rather Forrest’'s cavalry, he
made a personal and deliberate effort to seek out Forrest
and compliment his command. Forrest accepted this praise
and went back to the fight. Hill ' 's reports of the battle
recount this fight as well as several other references to
Forrest and his troopers as gallant and gentlemanly officers
and men who did yeoman’'s work during this fight. Forrest
certainly left his impression on the battlefield.*?
Brigadier General Forrest then was not a team plavyer.
He was highly competent as illustrated by his many exploits.
He was just as good in a head-to-head fight as he was at
raiding and other independent actions. The Battle of
Chi;kamauga exemplifies this fact quite well. His major
problem was his personality. He very much wanted to fight

for and win Southern independence, but he was mot overly
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enthusiastic 1n doing this if 1t meant working for soumesone
else, He was certain that the professionals and West
Fointers were against him because of his lack of schooling.
However, he was just as prejudiced against them as he
believed they were against him. He was just as hard to work
with as the worst of them. He certainly shared the blame
for any personality contlicts he ramn into with commanderes
and peers.

The failure then for the Army of Tennessee’ s cavalry
was aone of leadership. Bragg did not have a thourcoughly
conceived plan. He had picked his commanders well but did
not adhere to the principle of war calling for "Unity of

- —
progers

Command". He allowed petty differences between
subordinates, and some involving himself, to detract from
his army’'s success. His operational experiences were
tainted by his actions.

The Confederate doctrine existed for the proper use of
his cavalry. The officers in cavalry commands during these
campaigns were well-versed in the proper execution of chouse
cavalry missions. These commanders were highly competent
and, today, are looked upon as heroes and the masters of the
art. But, they each had their failings and demonstrated
many of these failings during this campaign.

This campaign was lost at the operational level by poor
leadership, pure and simple. Petty jealousies led to

failures to give properly detailed instructions with the

commander ‘s intent clearly specified. There were failures
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to aggressively carry out the orders given using proper
doctrine. The Confederate cavalry could have been much more
effective than they were but the troopers were let down by
their leaders.

What can all of this teach us for the present and
futuwre U.S. Army? The primary maneuvering element of thig
war in 1867 was the army. Today, it is the army corps. The
Army of Tennessee had its two cavalry units, Wheeler s and
Forrest's, while today’'s ceorps have armored cavalry
raegiments (ACR) . These regiments are much larger than the
regiments of 1867, They were more of the size of the
so—-called cavalry corps of that day. The ACR is used by the
commander to conduct security and reconnaissance operations.
They are self-contained to provide decisive combat power
where it‘is needed. They can be an economy of force element
or a&a covering force. They are offensive as Qell as
defensive. General EBragg needed such a force operating on
his front and flanks. He did not have it.

What he did have was an organization more like the
Divisional Cavalry Squadron existent in 1990. This squadron
is organized to fight under divisional control. It is
equipped very lightly with no inherent sustaining firepower.
Its mission is to be solely one of reconnaissance. It ig
too weak to engage in combat and it is too small to provide
a screen or guard mission of any length or duration. As is
seen in Figures 1 and 2, the current divisional squadrons,

H~- and J-Series, are much lighter armed and manned than are

i86




-p—q‘«»'»w. B R A o DU —amyr min ~~-.,\ N e

Al ,‘REGIMENTAI. CAVAI.RY SQUADRON-—CORPS 86 IJ)., o

NE STl

TOE 17055J320
(TOE AS OF 24 OCTOBER 1984)

||

CAV TROOP

HHT TANK CO ARTY BTRY

O WO EM 0 WO EM
18 2 213 6 0 122

) S

O WO EM O WO EM
§ 0 69 8 0 127

. REGIMENTALARMORED CAVALRY SQUADRON (H) -~

TOE 17055H040
(EQUIPPED WITH MBT)

(TOE AS OF 24 OCTOBER 1984)

0 wo EM TOTAL
4 3 928 9875

ARMD CAV TANK CO ARTY BTRY
TROOP
O WO EM 0O WO EM 0O WO EM 0 WO EM

§ 0 M 5 0 89 8 0 127

Figure 1. Regimental Armored Cavalry Squadrons

187




Sarn e

LT

CAVALRY SQ

o
o RSP YRT
e A SN A T

TOE 17-105H020
(TOE AS OF 24 OCTOBER 1984)

O WO | EM TOTAL
46 34 J 823 903

HHT ARMD CAV AIR CAV
TROOP TROOP

0 WO EM 0O WO EM O WO EM
16 2 197 $ 0 158 16 32 1852

. CAVALRY.SQUADRON (HEAVY DIVISION) DIVISION 86 (3)

TOE 17-205J410
(TOE AS OF 24 OCTOBER 1984)

EM TOTAL
545 613

CAV TROOP NBC RECON DET*

0 WO EM O WO EM
$ 0 123

1 0 19 h

*PENDING APPROVAL

Figure 2. Divisional Cavalry Squadrons

188




the regimental sgquadrons. They cannot match the power
consclideted at the corps level. They are not capable ot
accomplishing the myriad of missions required or desired at
the division level., They are constantly over-tasked whether
the lesson is being taught during a field exercise or in
today 's Command and General Staff College classroom. Each
cavalryman bthat serves in today’'s divisional squadrons fesls
the same kind of over—extension felt by the Southern
horsemen during the Tullahoma and Chickamauga campaigns.
Also, like these horsemen, today’'s cavalrvmen get tired and
roughly used. They *o0o need to fall back to refit, recoup,
and relax. Given the light, single-tiered cavalry force
available today, the vital mission performed by these modern
cavalrymen will go undone until they are reconstituted and
ready to move’forward again., The division will be
unprotected and in much the same straits as Gerneral EBraqgg's
Army of Tennessee was in 1867,

This campaign history shows how vital cavalry is to
keeping an army or corps informed and protected. General
Bragg had time to recover from his failure to properly use
and control his cavalry. Given its current depleted state
and the propensity of today’'s budget-cutting army, & weaker
and weaker cavalry force is in the cards for the U.3. Army s
future, It is guite frightening to speculate on the
ramifications of a defunct cavalry arm on any future
battleground. Today, as in the 19th Century, it takes a

long time to train and equip cavalrymen and leaders in such
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a vital function. HMopefully, someones in chmrgw,.thw

leadership, will learn from the lessons of the pact before
they go down in disqgrace, like General Bragg did after his
failures. We must hope that leadership is never again the

reason for the faitlure of an American army.
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AFPENDIX A

JUNE 23 —= JULY 7, 18463, —-—-The Middle Tennessee, or

oy o

<

24-2

24-2

)
&)

0T
LT

-y
i

-
-t

6,

7.

a,

=Q,

Tullahoma, Campaign.

SUMMARY OF THE PRINCIPAL EVENTS.

186%. —— Advance of the Union Foroes.
Skirmishes at Rover and Unionville.
186Z%. —- Skirmish at Middleton.
Skirmish near Bradyville.
Stirmish at Christiana.

Skirmish at Big Spring Branch.

1863. —-—- Skirmishes at Hoover ‘s Gap.
186Z. —-- Skirmishes at Liberty Gap.

186%. —- Skirmish at Guy's Gap.
Skirmiéh at Fosterville.
1863. -- Skirmish at EBeech Grove.
1846%. —— Action at Shelbyville.
Skirmishes at Fosterville and Buy's
Gap.
Skirmish at Fairfield.

Occupation of Mamchester by The Unian

Forces.
18673, —~— Skirmish at Rover.
1867. -~ Skirmish near Hillsboro.

Skirmish at Decherd.

1863, =~- Skirmishes near Tullahoma.
186%7. —-- Confederate forces evacuate Tullahoma.
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Jul v

1, 18863, ~- QOccupation of Tullahoma by the Union

forces.

Skirmish near Bethpage Bridge, Elk

River.

Skirmish near Bobo’'s Cross—Roads.

2, 1862, -- Skirmish at Morris’ Ford, Elk River.

Skirmish at Rock Creek Ford, ELE

Skirmish at Estill Springs.

Friwver.

Skirmishes at Felham and Elk River

Bridge.
Z, 1863, == Skirmish at Boiling Fork. near
Winchester.
4, 1863, —=- Skirmish at University Depot.
7, 1867, —— Army of Tennessee (Confederate)

around Chattanooga.

Source: Q.R., XXIII, part 1, p. 399.
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AFFENDIX B

August 16 ~- September 22, 1867. —— The Chickamauga

Campaign.

SUMMARY OF THE FRINCIFAL EVENTS.

August 16-17.

17,

22-24,

28-71,

1867,

1867,

184673,

1863,

1863.

1863,

1863.

1863,

18673,

1867,

General adva =2 of the Grav of bthe
Cumberland.

Skirmish at Calfkiller Creek, near
Sparta, Tenn.

Skirmish at Maysville., ala.
Action at Shellmound, Tenn.
Bombardment of Chattanooga,

Tenn.
xpedition from Tracy City, Tenn.,

to the Tennessee River.

Skirmish at Gunter 's Landing, near
Port Deposit, Ala.

Skirmishes at Harrison's Landing,
Tenn.

Skirmish at the Narrows, near
Shellmound, Tenn.

Reconnaissance from Stevenson,
Ala., to Trenton, Ga.

Skirmish at Caperton’'s Ferry. fla.

Reconnaissance from Shellmound
toward Chattanooga, Tenn.

Skirmish at Will's Valley, Ala.
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September L

18&67Z,

1863.

18673,

18&73.

184673,

18673,

18673,

18673.

18653,

== Skirmishes at Will 's Cresk and atb
Davis', Tap's, and Neal 's Gaps,
Ala.
~— Skirmish near Alpine, Ga.
-- Reconnaissance from Winston’'s Gap
into Broomtown Valley, Ala.
Skirmish at Lebanon, Ala.
Skirmish near Alpine, Ga.
Destruction of salt-works at
Rawlingsville, Ala.
—— Bkirmish at Steven ' s Gap, Ga.
-~ Skirmishes at Summerville. Gx.
-~ Skirmish at Stevenson, Ala.
Reconnaissance toward Chattanooge
and skirmish in Lookout Vallev,
" Tenn.
-~ Qkirmish at Winston's Gap, Ala.
Skirmish at Alpine, Ga.
-—- Chattanooga, Tenn., occupied by
the Union forces.
Skirmish at Friar’'s Island, Tenn.
Skirmish at Lookout Mountain, Ga.
~-- Reconnaissance from Alpine toward
Rome, La Fayette, and
Summerville, Ga., and
skirmish at Summerville.

Skirmishes at Fea Vine Creek and
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11,

11-13,

12,

14,

13,

1863,

18673,

186%.

18673,

18673,

near Graysville, Ga.

~— Reconnaissance toward Rome, Ga.

Skirmish near EBlue Bird Gap, Ga.
Skirmish at Davis’' Cross—roads f(or
Davis’  House), near Dug Gap,

Ga.
Skirmish near Rossville, Ga.
Skirmish near Ringgold, (Ga.
Skirmishes near Lee and Gordon's
Mills, Ga.
Skirmish at Alpine, Ga.
Skirmish at Dirt Town, Ga.
Skirmish near Leet’'s Tan-yard, or
Rock Spring, Ga.
Skirmish on the La Fayette road,
near Chattooga River, Ga.
Reconnaissance from Lee and
Gordon’'s Mills toward La
Fayette, BGa. and
skirmish.
Reconnaissance from Henderson's
Gap, Ala., to La Fayette, Ga..
and skirmish.
Skirmish near Summerville, Ga.
Skirmish near La Fayette, Ga.
Skirmish at Trion Factory. Ga.

Skirmish at Summerville, Ga.
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13-18. 186%. ~— Skirmishes at Catlett’ s Gap.,
Figeon Mountain, Ga.
16-18, 1863. -- Skirmishes near Lee and Gordon's
Mills, Ga.
17, 1863. —-—- Reconnaissance from Rossville and
skirmish at Ringgold, Ga.
Skirmish at Neal 's Gap. Ala.
Skirmish at Owen’'s Ford, West
Chickamauga Creel, Ga.
18, 18&7. -- Skirmishes at Fea Vine Ridge,
Alexander 's and Reed’ s Bridoos,
Dyer 's Ford, Spring Creel,
and near Steven’'s Gap. (Ga.
19-20, 1867. —— Battle of Chickamauga, BGa.
21, 1863. -- Skirmishes at Rossville, Lookout

Church, and Dry Valley, Ga.

21-22, 18673. Army of the Cumberland retreats to

Chattanooga, Tenn.

22, 1863. Skirmishes at Missionary Ridge and

Shallow Ford Gap, near

Chattanooga, Tenn.

Source: Q.R., XXX, part 1, pp. 27-28.
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