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Montreval Research Module

Definition: Employment of a cavalry organization to block the retreat of Germans forces from southern France in SEP 1944. 

NOTE: The references below provide information relevant to this engagement.  Use these references and supplement with your own research.  

Electronic References listed by file name: 

11th Panzer Division Ops in Southern France
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Summary of the formation’s actions before, during, and after the fight at Montreval, compiled by the division’s commander 

117 CRS at Montreval
· Unit association newsletter that details battle of Montreval 

117 CRS Ops
· Unit history with background information on battle, including diary of unit activities

117 CRS Outline of Ops 
· Outline of unit activities prior to and after the battle 

Item 1280—VI Corps
· VI Corps AAR, including the period in which the battle at Montreval occurred.  Provides overall context from corps perspective and objectives, placing the battle in the broader picture of operations intended to interdict the German withdrawal from southern France

Lee, Daniel
· Memorialization packet for Daniel Lee, Medal of Honor recipient for actions at Montreval

TF Butler Study 2007
· Fort Leavenworth Master’s Thesis detailing operations of TF Butler, which included 117th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron.  Helps to establish context and setting for actions that led to Montreval

WWII History of the 117th Cavalry
· Unit history which provides sense of unit operations before, during, and after battle 

Recommended Websites:

http://www.117th-cav.org/WWII%20History/Recon%20Squadrons%20WWII%20FM%202-30%20-2.pdf 
· TO&E, training, missions, and tactics for Cav Recon squadrons during WWII based on FM


  
Suggested secondary sources: 

Clarke, Jeffrey J. and Robert Ross Smith, United States Army in World War II: The 
	European Theater of Operations: Riviera to the Rhine (Washington, D.C.: Center 
	of Military History, 1993).  Available in the Donovan Research Library.  
	D769.A533 1993.  Also available in pdf format from the U.S. Army Center of 
	Military History website. 

Fromer, Paul S., “Operations of the Task Force Butler in the Breakout from the 
	Beachhead and Pursuit Operations to the North of Montelimer, 18-23 Aug 44. 
	(Southern France Campaign).” 
· The operations of TF Butler provide context for the actions and status of the 117th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron at Montreval and provide a better understanding of the operational situation for the engagement. Student paper available through Donovan Library. 

Ganz, A. Harding, “The 11th Panzer in the Defense, 1944,” ARMOR (March-
	April 1994), pp. 26-37.   Available in the Donovan Research Library or in pdf 
	format via the ARMOR website.

Samsel, Harold J., The Operational History of the 117th Cavalry Reconnaissance 
	Squadron (Mechanized) World War II (117th Cavalry Association, 1982). Access 
	via interlibrary loan through the Donovan Research Library. Samsel commanded 
	the 117th Cavalry in WWII.

Von Wietersheim, Wendt, Eleventh Panzer Division in southern France (15 Aug - 14 
	Sept 44),” (Washington, D.C.: Foreign Military Studies Branch, Historical 
	Division, United States Army Europe, 1953).  See Donovan Research Library for 
	assistance.
· Von Wietersheim commanded the 11th Panzer Division during its service in France, and it was this formation that engaged the 117th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron at Montreval

Yeide, Harry, Steeds of Steel: A History of American Mechanized Cavalry in World War 
	II (Zenith Imprint, 2008).  Available in the Donovan Research Library.  
	D769.32.Y45 2008.

Yeide, Harry and Mark E. Stout, First to the Rhine: The 6th Army Group in World War II 
	(Zenith Press, 2007).  Available in the Donovan Research Library.  
	D769.255.Y45 2007.
· Operational context for Montreval battle 



Related Search Subjects (online and library shelves):
· Montreval
· 11th Panzer Division
· LTC Charles J. Hodge, 117th CAV  commander
· US VI Corps 
· Daniel Lee
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