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We thanked the children and the wuns and promised thag

the American Armor Cavalry would not forget them. Neither we diq
and sent an ample supply of food each month until the end of the

war and upon our return home.

Essex Troop continued to support the Italian Orphange
until 1957 when it was abandoned.

Prior to loading various ships with the heavy equipmep
of the Squadron, I had an opportunity to visit the ruins of Pg
where the attached sketch was made for the equivalent of $1.00
American Military Script. I believe it is a very good likenesg fon
the times, at least everyone who saw it thought so. b

‘the ruins were quite interesting and spent the good pap
of the day looking over every part of the ruined City. i

that evening, I drove to Sorrento which is situated
Mountainside overlooking the Bay of Naples. Fortunately, loca
a quaint and small Hotel called the nLorelie" which was situat
at the edge of a cliff directly over the pay. The owner forme
lived in Brooklyn and he was honored that an American Major locat

ed his Hotel.

e and his wife went all out to prepare a most superb
dinner which included soup, salad, fish, French kries and Lobster
He dug up some very special wines and the owner's wife whipped up

the most delicious Italian pastry.

P
i .

The dinner was served on the outdoor patio with candle
light. My thoughts were far removed from the War and the impends
ing invasion of Southern France. It was a night indeed to remem-

ber!

'r.i.

Upon returning to our bivouac the next day, I receiv
the attached letter from Captain Thomas P. Kennedy, Master of the
S.S. CGrenville M. Dodge, the Ship we sailed on from North Africa

to Naples.

Chapter VII

The Campaign In France
1944




Strike The Underbelly

Operation "Anvii!

Seventh Army - Aug. 15, 1944




OPERATION ANVIL

gpa overall plan for the crusade in Eurcpe and the ultimate amshhins of the Razi

called for an invasion of Southern France and a drive northward that

. R1NG

Seventh Army coming from the south with the Allied |

lss which by August. » 1944 had broken out of the Hormandy Beachhead across France,

jgium and Germany. This was OPERATIOR ANVIL, an amphiblous invasion on the southern

of France. Some weeks pefore the invasion, it was felt the Code name ANVIL had 3

gn compromised and the operational code name was changed to DRAGOON. The invading

|
g l

was Truscott's VI Corps. (n 29 June, 1944, Captain Cmar Brown brought fram ;‘
iR il |

quarters, Fifth Army orders essigning the 117th 8quadron to Saventh Army for attache | |

sent to VI Corps. Hodge was ordered to move the squadron to Naples. Brown wss sent | i

i as an advance party. At 0300 the following day, the troopers broke bivousc North

i Rome and headed a convey of wheeled vehicles tovards the port city. Toop E and

P convcyed the track vehicles to Civitavecchia where they were to lcad on 157's I

LT.GEN. GEORGE S. PATTON WITH LT. GEN. ALEXANDER M. PATCH for a water move to Naples. A 270 mile motor move South brought Sguadron Beadquarters

« .. The Seventh Army was to take the offensive again under o new commander . . .
9 id the troops to Teano, & village 47 miles north of Naples where
|
B 3 i

it orps ordered the 117th into bivouac. First order of business was motor maintenance - ¢

| E RS Z"’u% :
and it continued for three days as the Squadron worked to put its battle weary tanks,

armored cars,jeeps and other vehicles into shape for the future operaticns. Troop E ! |




During the stay at Teano officers and enlisted men received their first passes
since coming to Italy. Intensive training for personnel replacements , cross country
marches for all perscnnel and inter-trcop athletics were conducted during the Squadrons
stay at Teano, A vills at neardy Formia was opened. Meanwhile Hodge, Omer Brown,
and several non-coms moved into the "Blockhouse” in Naples where Truscott's staff
was planning OPERATION ANVIL. It was here that the Squadron officers first met Brigadter
General Frederic B. Butler, the assistani corps commander who was to command a task fores
in Southsrn France which was to win wide acclaim for vhat wvas probabll.y the cutatanding
cavalry type ope‘;ﬁiiion of the entire war. Ths task force was totake its commanders
pame and its px‘inc:lplc component was to be the 1l17th Squadron. Hodge and his staff
devoted most of their time planning the operations of Task Force Butler. The story
of Task Force Butler and the part ths 117th Squadron played in that operation is a

o oy e e cleacEin )

chapter in itself, V td

Operation Anvil was to be a tlwree division assmalt on a stretch of beach extending
from Theoule sur Mer, midway between Cannes and Frejus, and Cap Benat, some 16 miles

east of Toulon. The ccast in this area is rugged with hugh rock formations seperated

by extensive sandy beaches over which the Allied Forces would attack. The divisions

involved were the 36th, a Texas Rational Guard Oulfit that had been battle tested in

2A

Generally tha ANVIL plan called for Corps to invade with the 36th Division on its
¢ight flark moving over beaches in the area of St. Raphael. The 45th Division in the
senter of the Corps would move in over Ste. Maxime beaches and the 3rd, on Corps's
jeft flank would hit over the beaches in the vidnity of St. Tropez. H-Hour was 0800,
15 August., It vas to be preceded by two hours of the usual air and haval bombardment.
gy early Summer of 1944, the Mediterranesn Sea had been swept clear of German Naval
wits and the Luftwaffe had been rendered almost ineffective in this area. This per-
gitted the ARVIL p;anners to concentrate on the ground action apd assured no interrupe
ticn by enemy sea or air action. Once ashore, of course, the Allied Forces could ex-
pect some enety edr attack. The plan also called for dropping a provisional airborne
division in the vicinity of lLe Muy at 0400 on D-Day, four hours befors thas beach landings.
fiere was to be an early link-up between the airborne units snd the beach assualt force.
First ccntact between the two was made by units of the 117th Squadron late in the
afterncon of D-Day. The VI Corps invasion plan differed from the Normandy invasion in
that it called for reconnaissance units to land with thefirst infantry to go ashore
& to move out in as a screening force for the infentry as scon as possible,

The terrain inlerd of the invasion area was rough and mountainous with heavy
ltrests and few first class roads. The valley of the Argen River was generally fertile
i here were found lush French farms and vineyards and orchards, The defense of the
Iﬁ'h wvas the responsibility of the German XIX Army. It was estimated to have 12 divisicns
‘milatle, several of them divisions which had been seriously cut up in the Normandy
‘eration and had been moved to Southern France Hr periods of rest and reorganization.
there vere estimated two of the division were Panzers, cne of these proved to the llth
fzer, elements of which wers to first confront the 117th Squadron in the critical
“otlemer action a few days after the landings. The first effart of the invading force

“uld be to push far emough inalnd to put the beachhead out of the rabfi§ of eneny artillery.




Italy and vhich carried the bitier memory of the disastercus Rapido River crossings; the
L5th divisicn from Oklahoma and adjoining states; and the e R

5th, & Guard adjoining g o N 1s Muy, making contact with elements the Airborne Division. Troop C was on
! Divisicn. The operations plan called for the attachment of a reconnaissance troop of |

jeft flank against slight enemy resistance. Troop B on 16 August was moving northwest,
the 117th to each division., Troop A vent with the 36th, Trocp B to vhe LSth and Proo ok

i it also found little enemy oppositicm., On 17 August, the entire Squadron was ordered
to the 3rd. To each troop was attached a platocn of the squadron's tank compan ¥ and

& platoon of its Assualt Gun Troop. The three troops, with the attached platoons, moyy
into the areas of the divisions to vhich they wers attached and trained with the é:lmh‘ 3
for the weeks before loading out. Headquarters and Headquarters Troop mined in the

¥ivouac at Eano until time for loading aboard assualt craft, Elements.of the Squadronly

1o Assemble at Ls Muy and Task Force Butler became a reality.

medical detachment were broken down and accompanied each of the recon troops. While

, preparing for Anvil, Troop E received nev seif propelled 105 mm howitzers, M7, to re-
Place the lighter 75mm howitzers with which they operated in the Italian campaign.
Cmer m‘mmmmssmstaﬁtocmndorxﬁoop, taking over from

« On 12 August, elementx of the 117th were aboard landing craft

and attack transports the Squadron commmnder with Warrant Officer Fort were abcard
the Barnett, one of the two command ships for the invasion. On 13 Auvgust, the convoy wm
formed and sailed from Naples, paseing through the straits of Corsica and Sardinia tha
following day, Before dawn on 1§ August, the Armada dropped anchor off the coast of
Southern France and with the first light of day, the naval and air bombardment commenced.
At 0800, the initial assualt wave of Truscott's VI Corps hit the beaches and moved in-
land against light opposition. Firat unit of the 117th to land was B Troop which went
in with the 45th Diviston st H plus 17 minutes. The trocpers moved inlsnd screening he
edvance of the infantry. The Navy's demolition units were not able to break the z,mc':a-ni ' ‘

| demolitions in one area and the 3rd Division was forced to g0 ashore at an alternate
point near 8t. Rafael. Troop C was ashcre by early afternoon. Msanvhile Troop A,
vith the 36th Division, was encountering fierce opposition and made limited advanced

. on D-day. The following day, however, it screened the move of the 36th Division to

: ..




After Colonel Leo V. Warner joined the headqufartel_'s in J:uly,
1944, as Deputy Chief of Staff, all General Staff. pos.itlons remained
unchanged throughout the Seventh Army’s campaign into France and
Germany except that of A. C. of S., G-5. Colonel Gerry was called to
higher headquarters in October and was replaced by Colonel J;}hn J
Albright. Shortly thereafter Colonel Albright went to the 36th Infantry
Division and on 4 December 1944, Colonel Joseph L. Canby. became A.
C. of 8., G-5. Colonel Canby held the post during the remainder of the
operation and well into the occupational period.

Two days after his appointment, General Patch was brie.fed on
all planning which had been accomplished to da1ie: He was able to 1-nform
his staff, as a result of conferences with high military sources Whlle‘ en-
route to his new assignment, that in principle ANVIL }?ad definitely
been approved by the War Department .and would enjoy a secon;l
priority in the world-wide operations of United States forces.‘ He urge‘ :
each officer to exert his best efforts for a successful completion of this

major mission.
Basically, the Appreciation and Outline furnished Force 163

by AFHQ remained the governing plan. It was still envisaged, at the
time General Patch assumed command, that ANVIL {forces vs{ould
invade southern France in conjunction with OVERLORD, ?stabhsh a
bridgehead, and subsequently exploit towa{"d I.Jyon and Vlc-hy. Th;
target date was early June, although nommatlonts of American an

French components in the operation were yet undecided and W.ould. con-
tinue to depend on the progress of the battle in Italy. More 1mfn1nent
was the fact that an Outline Plan, coordinated with Naval and Air Task

Force commanders, was to be submitted for AFHQ approval by 15 April.

Target Date Ghanges

Through the months to come, the original rec?mmendations
for the assault area as formulated under General Dgwdson f:vere to
remain intact. During March, conferences were ‘held with the Air Ciorps
and the Navy to discuss such matters as the employment of. the. Med1tf:r-
ranean Allied Air Forces, pre-D-Day bombing, the organization of the

10

Part 1. Invasion of Southern France

The invasion of Southern France by the American Seventh
Army commanded by Lt. General Patch really started on the 8th of
August 1944 with the loading of Allied Troops in Naples Harbor
and other nearby Ports.

Elements of the 117th Mecz. Cavalry Squadron less those
Iroops assigned to the three Assault Division, boarded the S.S.
Marine Robin at a quay in Naples. The three reinforced Reconnais-
sance Troops loaded the same day with the Assault Troops of their
respective Infantry Divisions.

The entire attack convoy was fully assembled on the 13th
of August 1944 and put out to sea. It was an enormous armada of
every type cargo and landing ship fully protected by Naval Ships of
Britain, France and American Navies. Our course took us through
the straits between Corsica and Sardinia and by 4 AM the 15th of
August 1944 "D Day, we were in battle position Jjust beyond the

Horizon from the coasts of Southern France. See Map attached show-
ing Assault Forces.

At the first light of dawn, a huge Allied Air Armada
opened the preparatory attack of hundreds of heavy and médium bomb-
ers, then followed by Fighter Bombers and strafing fighters which
altogether laid down a most devastating bombardment which left the
German defenders in a great state of shock. This attack immeasur-
ably lessened our casualties when we hit the beaches at "H" hour
of 0800. Just prior to the assault landings, the Naval Ships
raced in as close to the shore as possible and laid down another

devastating barrage which was lifted only seconds before the first
assault waves hit the beaches.

‘ The landings took place at three different major areas.
Troop "A" landed on Green Beach in the vicinity of St. Rafael and
met the strongest and most determined enemy resistance. In fact,
very little progress was made the first day and by nightfall,
Troop "A" outposted the elements of the 36th Infantry Division.

At the center of the assault on Yellow Beach near St.
Maxime, Troop "B" landed with the first assault wave of Infantry
from the 45th Infantry Division. The air and Naval Bombardments
were so effective, that the Germans had withdrawn a considerable
distance and Troop "B" met only limited enemy resistance.

In the meantime, Troop "C" landing with the 3rd Infantry
Division on the left flank of the assault hit the Beaches in the
vicinity of St. Tropez. The Enemy resistance was determined but
soon folded and the American Troops aggressively advanced.

Squadron Headquarters aboard the S.S. Marine Robin,
loaded onto L.C.I's, small landing craft and we approached Yellow
Beach at St. Maxime at about "H" Hour plus three, and had to wade
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in water five feet deep. I held my equipment and gun over WY heay
and soon were on the Beach where we quickly moved inland under oo
er. W

ron. There was a strong exhilarating excitement among our Stafyp i '
in making a successful assault landing on "Dt Day. It was a Ereat ke -
comforting feeling of relief, | —
; FRENGH NAVAL ASSAULT GP.
On the second day, all of the Reconnaissance Troops ag-

vanced inland with "g# Troop in the center making the greatest
progress. Troop "A" and the 36th Infantry Division attacked 1
strongly and the German resistance gave ground. ' By nightfall thers § ¢
remained little doubt of the Successful Beach assault of the Ameri. {502
can Seventh Army against now identified, the Nineteeth Germany “
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TheFrench Army, fighting for the first time as a separ-
ate unified command,attacked Marseilles and liberated this great
Port City after several days of difficult fighting.

y.
/#_P_igﬂie g Tour
= %

=
The casualty losses for the Squadron in two days of fight.
ing were three killed and twenty wounded. Included was Lt. James
Shenk who was Seriously wounded with a bullet two inches from his
heart. Jim was to return to the Squadron within 8ix months and I
was, after the War, to serve as God Father to his first child,
Susan. ' ‘

On the third day of the invasion, orders were received
from the Seventh Army to assemble the entire Squadron in the vi-
cinity of Le Muy France, which is situated about thirty-five
miles inland from St. Maxine Beach where we had landed.

This group was designated "Task Force Butler" and its
Mission was to advance aggressively toward Sisteron, France,
(fifty miles northwest of Le Muy) and thence either;

(A) Seize and hold the high ground north of
Grenoble, or

(B) Seize the high ground immediately south
of Lyon astraddie the Rhone River, or

(C) Advance to the high ground on the East _
Bank of the Rhone River between Monteli- rmmwmmmr
mar and Livron. ' e T f

General Butler, Superimposed his small Staff on that or .

the Squadron Staff for means of tactical control, operations and E
DIVISION LANDINGS & /f MANEUVERS

communications. I became Operations Officer for the Task Force
FROM BEACHES TO LUE LINE

and the General and I hit it off exceptionally well. He was my
type of Leader, bold, aggressive and all Soldier,

A word about the General, he was a gruff regular Army ' ) 10
Cfficer, exceptionally capable and highly aggressive. A man of [ Miles 23 3__2 L8
about fifty-five. He was all Soldier and represented all the ex- —
ceptional fine traditions that West Point developes of its . -
Graduates,

75



General Butler was utterly fearless and demanded the

maximum effort from all who served under him.

At times it was

embarrassing as he more often consulted with me rather than

Colonel Hodge.

Nevertheless, it all worked out well and it was our
greatest adventure of the entire War..

The operations of the

"Butler Task Force in Southern

France is completely narrated in Part 2 of this Chapter for

the award of a "Presidential Unit
their outstanding accomplishments.

Unfortunately, due to

Citation" to the Squadron for

the time it took to process the

complete Report, two years after the War, the War Department dig

not act favorably upon it. This
understood this decision, as the
cision No. 267, signed by Presid
ed by General of the Army "Juin®

was strange and we never quite
Franch Government, in their de=-
ent Bidault of France and attest-
on the 22nd of July 1946. The

French Government awarded the "Croix De Guerre with Palm" to the
117th Cavalry Reconmaissance Squadron for their extraordinary

combat operations from Provence
Strasbourg, France on the Rhine.
Very few American Units in World
award of the French Government.

The following Pages of
story of the "Butler Task Force!

(The Beaches) to Lorraines near
Copy of the award is attached,
War II received this highest

Part 2 is the full and complete
and the leading part that the

117th Mecz. Cavalry Squadron played in one of the most extra-
ordinary exploits of World War II.

In twelve days of combat, the Squadron liberated ap-

proximately 6645 square miles of

Southern France, advanced more

than 185 miles and captured 3500 German bPrisoners, including

three Generals.
and enlisted men!

Our total strength never exceeded 750 Officers

At the close of the War, Seventh Army Historians pre-
pared and published in three large volumes, "Report of Opera-
tions" and which are on my book shelves.

_ A complete account of "Butler Task Force" operations
are described in Volume One, on Pages 173, 176 to 179, 184 to
189, 197, 198, 204, 214, 221, 225, 226, 242 to 244, 253, 255, 259,

260, 270, 271 and 274.

Perhaps what was said on Page 225 sums up the success-
ful accomplishment of the Squadron's Mission when XII Tactical.

Command Air Intelligence stated,

it was the brilliantly conceived

Force Bytler in effecting the roa
developed one of the finest Air T
Units of this Command."

"it should be recognized that
and executed operation of Task
d block (at Montelimar) which
argets ever offered the Tactical
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SHADES OF JEB STEWART

pAlthough the bulk of the 117th Squadron by ncv, nearly three and half years afier

petion into Fedeml service, was made up of men essigned from replacement centers, some

dthem in recent months; most of the cfficers and senior non-cams in the ocutfit were

yment from way back and the operation on wikh they were about to embark was a

yman's idea of a resl mission. What was coming up was & "Go for Break" operation,

wild dash through the rugged h 11 country of Southern France, with en objective 125

les deep in enemy territory.

part of VI Corp's attack force was & combat command of & Ffénch'Armored division.

Juscott, according to his writings, was disturbed by the posaibility that once the Corps

s ashore, he would lose ths French unit and thus be without sufficient armor to
mnlolt any tactical success. Plans called for the French, caming ashore later, to take

Sulon and Merseille and when it ceme time for this Truscott felt certain he would lose

I W
ls French Armor. To overconme this problem, Trugcott, two weeks before the Corps sdled

Butler, to organize

HI 'Qm Faples, called on his assistant, Brigadier General Frederic B.
|
i task force heavy in armor. Truscott, an old cavalryman, ordered that the force be

Jilt around the 117th Squadron, and it was as the result of this thst Hodge, along with

J -
liptaln Omer Brown, vho was later replaced by Captain John Lrown, Wocod, Sergeant

i)
I Jtpke and 7/k lagowski, moved into the VI Corps operations headquarters in
liples to plan the Butler Tusk Force operation.

on of Butler Task Force vas to sever the main line of communicaticns

rl
The primary missi

-%1the German forces opposing tha threo diviéions of VI Corps and/cf herass and cut off,

I
it possible, the fleeing G rman 19th Army. To some degras, the tactical situation

¥ould, naturally, affect the basic plan. There were three possivilities. The force

and hold hizb ground north of Grencble, to push forward

o 1
Bl |
. !}Jald be prepared to sclze

| i | 1
If:ﬂ geize high ground at other points along the Rbona River, or seize high ground in the

ol |
i
Al Weinity of Muntelimar,




s

ptfall., The platoon outposted Barjols to contain any threat to the flank of

2/

ler's cavalrymen. Shortly after dark a motorized regimental combat team of ti=

The task
force included, in addition to the 117th, the 59th Field Artiller
h g
th Division arrived on the outskirts of the village apnd relieved the Third platoon.

Battalion, the
’ 753vd Tank Battalion (-), Second Battalion, 143rd Infantry Regim
ent;
ef, according to Butler's reports, came none to soon, the platoon was running low

Company

C, 636th Tank Destroyer Battalion; Company P, 344th Engineer Re Jmant
giment;

. azmunition, German riflemen were werking out of the village and the epemy force

Company C, and
2 part of Campany D, 11Tth Medical Battalion; 34%26th Quartermast
ster Trygk
puilding up. As it turned out the 45th elements were engaged in fierce fighting

Company and Detachment o
£ the 87th Ordnance
Company and Corps Milit
= ary Police,
the avea for several days.

- Butler, aft
’ er being told by Truscott that he was to comnand the task £
. orce 2 Oet
Earlier in the day's actions, elements of Troop C bagged the 117th's prize catch

ff, drn‘“ e

from among tie various :
iocus assistants of the VI Cerps staff, would be superimposed
- on tha
er of the German IXII Corps, who had eluded capture the day before by units of

staff of the 117th
Tth and the communications for the entire force would be built
around 1
e provisional airborne ‘divisbn, was taken in an action north of Draguignsn by the

Squedron's radio net 3
« Ho
cge, a top motch staff planner who possessed also extensive
Along with the General,

Jiiird platoon commanded by

mand experience, be
» became the key officers in th
g planning of the o
perations of Butler
s Troop ceptured his entire staff. The prisopers were brought back %o the viidlege

1!!31‘ FO!.' (4] ‘.,'..Iu—.l P'Or.-!'.‘..‘_' f H J t le R..O\_,A, \itls€3 rl 'a,'il o8 i or Sevel'a i ‘\reeks r] rd t Bll!, i e: Hho 5 ba'x t’ = :.' i
- [ - ii-!od.d. oy brd, &b . i !) ()r t O

the invasion.. Be
fore departing Naples, Butler decided to direct the mein effort of
= ort o
pdiately for Draguignan to acceﬁt the formal surrender. When Butler errived, ha

the Force over road running eastward f
] ) aguignua to S&lerﬁes to Reiz, th
! s en nerth
fund Keuling seated on a bench in the village square guarded by troopers with the

to Oraison and Sister
ron. He thus avoided the ma
in highway in the ar
ea, the Route
French populace yelling for his scalp. The General was weeping, but he shouldn't have
o1t badly, he was ceptured by elements of an cutfit that was mccustomed to taking

pacing the force
and providing flank protection, to move out at 0530 on 18 August
’
More than three years earlier in the Carolina maneuvers, & platoon

Dessing through the o -
utposts of the 36th Division on the Corps’ right flark, and head ltnerals as prisoners.
’ L=t
tock en American Corps Commander prisoner in

of Troop under

KNapoleon., The ml
plan called for Task Force Butler, with the recon troops of the 117tk

toward Dr .
aguigzan. Troop ¢ Junped off firat apd shortly engsged the Cerpan
1|BNS near

Draguignan. It had the
mission of protecting the right flank of the Ferce. Piddinet mnﬂmukted operationz in the Carclina maneuvers,
- . 1 E«._]"on
Toop C turned their prize over to Butler, but, reportedly, not all of the very

A Troop was spearheading the adva
: nce of the main column and a
¢ mesting at the
i start only
line trandy that was ecmoug the guppliecs esptured, at least Butler suspects most of the

Mche of brandy was withheld. The Force commander, afier a brief discussicn with

of Troop A w .
P as dispatched west tc Berjiols to prdect the left and resr flank of the task

of the tas
euling, cent him back under officer escort to VI Corps headquarters. By noon, Troop

{ had overcome fierce ensmy resistence and continued its edvance northwest protecting

a - -

forced the platoon
with & se = :
sectlon of tank dastroyers. Heavy Iire fights centinued untid Me risht flenk of the Butler Task Ferc.c.




staftto Lt Joseph
‘Monrbe avenue, o
iter  his sixttes and’ stood

; those old’ ramfirods. . Tears

versens, - described “his cap.] came’ into his -eyes when' ‘e’ gitrred-
bi: him, -

thrd; o Lt-Gep.” Ferlilnand’ Neuling, sor
ommandet of 3 Nati corps eontrolling | +“The gerieral gave 1) Tic

; 2 ! . All ofithe staff used the Ameri
can “salute,- except - one anemlc Iook~
| Ing "private miberm: 5 :
i “wedk paw:.in'sthe Hiﬂer manner;
_‘ The ‘general thanked us. Ior our. cour-,

| proved “@fferent. .. It you - looked. gt|
‘the number. of wmmded, “thou i
wasdw;obvtous why they had to "sur-

artmery canght. 1D W
the 'ifantry “w.
called-it quits. We*cap!  the whole
bunch” without losing 2 man dnd ng

W' touchad if

noiter and to divect artﬂlery
woenderfyt

Southern: - Frafice, " go

: ‘through the
the rond to el
1 ‘ran into a fight. - |

A -1st™in  Southern|
France,” he dselared, :
all the maps, pven ‘the. extra ones
they'd glven us z’or us :
d - to.'stép ab. Prench|;

d four
| Africa I'd” picked u; acugh . French |
1| 5o ¥'could make my way around prezfy 3
| well, 20 ‘we made. out all right.
- “The:reception we g )

BTy
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gurrender of a number of towns held by the Cermans was effected under the flag

y truce es the Force swung north and west with lightening speed. The Germans werse

ed by the sight of American forces so far inland, and they had no idea of the
AU

der
4rangth of the force that came upon them, If they bad known, it is probable surren

i1d not have come 80 readily.- The first garrison to lay down its arms was capbured

s pzpus when Gmer Brown, a brave soldler and a persuasive g“er,}vﬁk&"% into the
age with & white flag ard led cut tha entire gaerrison of 150 Germans.

] This was the first of many

With Brown

wa entered the town was his driver .
nd day of operations more than 1,000

ms to be surrendered and by tha end of the seco

Muemans vere to be taken by elementa of the Task Force.

.P
In his notes on the Butler Task Force operation, Samsel describes the reaction of

$he French civiliaus as the Syuadron libarated village after village, He observed:

"The French civilians were deliricus with joy &s tovm after town was liberated.

behold; older people wept
Their genuine welcome und high enthusiasm was a sight to > 3

| mashamedly with tears of joy. The younger men and women showered the American

ing
- liberators with wine, melons, fruits and other gifts. Perhaps such awe inspiring

.I demonstrations by & down trodden people who felt the yoke of the German heel, gave

their
greater strength and provided a higher incenfdtive to all ranks to fulfill %

_ mission in destroylng the machine responsible for the devastaticn which the ensmy

left in its wake.”

: ed
By late afternoon of the first day, the lead of the colwm, Troop A, was stall

| gouth of the village of Quinson. Task Force Butler's air force; a eingle light alr-

! eraft that was doing aerial reconnaissance out in front of the column, reported the

bridge south of the village blowm. Almost to the last citizen, the people of the

3 ' the
¥iliage turned out to build a ford over which passed the entire column. Actually

ebuilding B bridgs they themselves had destroyed. Thas story the

towrls people were r
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yn Troop and the Tank Company, was given the miseing of taking Digne. Wood also had

villagers told RButler was that repeated attempts by allied bombers bad failed to da
% gitached Marquis under command of an American paratroop officer who had Jumped into

the crossing. Since it was obviocus the Allies wanted the bridge destroyed and hag
jpe country and had been working with the Marquis for some weeks. By the end of the

failed in their efforts, the local Marquis finished the job., The column rolled op
- frst day, the Force bhad advanced beyond the point of radio contact with VI Coryps.

b
Yy 1800 with several hours of daylight remaining, Hodge eet up sguadron headquarters

stler was planning his operation with nc knowledge of the overall Corps situstion,

northwest of Reiz, B
y dark, Troop A outposted north of Valensole, Troop B did Likewig gl ugus :
By early morning of 19 August, & warm sunny day, Troop B vas closing in on

. north of Puimoiisson. Troop C secured the Village of Reiz. In one day the Squadron pe
: d,mgne in the face of heavy resistence. Its patrols bkad been to the outskirts of the

advanced some 50 miles into enemy territory. Off to the right weré.the French Alps
! jovn and had drown heavy small arms fire. The infantry attack of the Marquls had

of VI Corps and in between was most of the German XIYX Army.

won. Mcanwhile, the main body with A Troop out in front bad reached the bridge across

. In the planning of Task Force Butler, Truscott had asked Hodge how long he thought
fhe Durance River at la Brillane, Coming upon the bridge it surprised a small Cerman

it would take for the force to reach Sisteron. Hodge estimated, "three days, possibly
y jpirol which was quickly driven off before it could further damsge the structure which

tvo", Trus
cott indicated he considered that an optomistic estimate and he gattled for
iad already suifered from sir attacks. It turned out, that despite its damage, the

€n assurance that Reiz would be taken by the end of the first day, Hodge knew the
' ridge could hold the heaviest vehicle in the column and there was no delay in crossing.

capabllity of his cutfit. He had planned end commanded the 959 miles dash the Squadron

ater attempts were made by the Luftwaffe to knock out the crossing. Advancing north

made i '
| n moving from Algiers to Marrekech in less than two days,

ilong the west bank of the river, Piddingtcon's column ran into heavy enemy resistence

' Barri, .

| ng opposaition gregter th
gr han intelligence indieted; Hodge was confident the Squadron )
b the outskirts of Chateaux Arnoux. After shelling enemy positions, Piddington sent a

|
could push to Sisteron in less than three days. As it was to turn out Hodge had given

E
¥arquis into the town to demand its surrender. Out came 150 Germans and, it was agreed,

|
l Truscott a scund estimate,
|

they would be prisoners of the Americans, not the French.

[] | As the Task Force movad rortinmard, it was Joined by increasing numbers of Marquis,

The handling of prisicners in

fuch large nuambers was a problem neithar Hodge nor Butler had expected and they moved to

| units of wh ‘
ich were assigned to the various elements of the Force, Butler, in review-
Cnce past Chateau - Arnoux, A Troop

et rid of those captur:l as quickly as possible.

ing ucces
the successful operation of hig Task Force, wrote that "it is only fair to state
loved rapidly and reached Sistercn by 1800,

thi without the Marqguis ouwr mission would have been for mors difficult, 4{f indeed not
|| poasible”, . Troop B by noon had become engaged in a heavy fight with the strong enemy gerrison

it Digne. A fire fight there lasted for more than six hours. By 1800, Wood had fereed

) :
“ Butler's plan for the second dey of cperation called for the main body to move on
s wa#y into the town, taking ceptive a force of 600 Germans, including s Brigadier

i leneral. 8core for tha 117th Squadron in tweo days of opergtions, two German Generals.
§

! Bist . :
P eron. Troop B, un@er Wocd's cecomand and reinforced with elements of the Assualt
"hile the Lulk of B Troop was engaged at Digne, its first platoon, under




i
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Ladquarters, Truscott, as he wrute later, ‘found this to be a day for decision. Aerial
| onnaissance reported there was as yet no general withdrawal of the German XX Army;

of 1% was still east of the Rhone. He was concerned that the 1lth Panzer Division,

the Bleone River and took the village : n's vest divisions, had moved ]
To help out the har = ler dis i the 11th v
d ' hich wvas to
- pressed First Platoon of Treop B at Malijai, But pa - 1ines iIt vas | ’ tadn
& company of infanty and | ’ ompt e was to encounter throug .
Yy one of medium tanks, Their arrival on the scene -pr ¥ " ' h
i pted gyt he 117¢
| ughest force the . |

Germans were beyond concentreting for & major counterattack. The German wove,

aid the main body
of B Troom, ,
Op. Their arrival of the larger force there algo dish L.
sheartepu! .
" sugeott wes convinced, would be withdrawal to the north through the Montelimar Gap.

the enemy to the
point of
S surrender. Wood moved hig troop to Sisteron ¢ '
quadron, leaving Digne to the Marqud T |
. s aispatehed this messege to Butler by & senior staff officer, Colonel Theodore J.

HMeanwhile Troop C fann A
fest moving caravan, Ttg: :jr::t ;: the west, protecting the lest flank of Butler's o .,
it for the nignt. The bulk of platoon reached the village of Banon and outposted [ e i morm o sumst diam, 3 Rt we C
Orgues, moving against of the 1;1"*:""_;p wert further ncrth 4o the town of Bt, Ftienne- o ooy roues of viviiraml v B s Yallel 15 mt viehatp, TR
only Slizht enemy cpposition. The main bedy of the Tag ~Jors you.”
% forgS Actually Butler had his force better dispersed to move north tc Grencble, The

moved into Sister .
on. T¢ was then end of the second day and perhn
ps Hodge's estimate
Joree and Squadron CP had been moved to Aspres from Sistercn. It was 90 miles from

had even been ¢
onseravtive when he told PTruscott his ccmmang
would be there in "threa .
lspres to Montelimar, & considerable distance to cover in one day, but those were

days, perhaps 'bwo."
ihe orders Dutler sent for Hodge and directed him to move at the first sliver of davwn.

Butler vas stil)] o
out of contact with v
I Corps and had
cverall situation. He was th little knovledge of the
us bardly brepared to plan th Tha route to Montellmar ums over a mountaln range snd the rcad was narrod lz=dge cut
Should he go north to Gren bl ¢ third day's operation. |
+e0031e, or move west to the Ruone Of only o {9 the side of the mountains. Troop B wes leading the cclum and by midsiternocn it
i ne move he
. ' lad renched the highest point in the area, overleoking Highway T cn the east vank of ibe

certain. He directed
& move against the t
owvn of Cap and f
and attached to Pigg or this Hodge picked Tr
i ' o0p A
ngton's command additional tanks apd infantry 1. clud Miore. Wood establighed his CP ot Marsemme. He moved two platoon south to the out-
» including Marquis. | '
tirts of Montelimar and established a line running through the villages of Bavasse,

On Sunday, 20 A
uzust, the
’ third day of operation for Task Force Butler, the 11
» e 117th |
fondillec and Wirmande. In the valley below, along Highway 7, the advance elements of

most of Brownls ABSau.l
t Gun Troop which
vere ngag :
e ted 'thac XIX Army lresdy movin thward. The 1light tanks and ed
e:;man were glregady o £ noy a » 2 24 a armer cars

fpened fire on the enemy column, throwing it into utter confusion. So swift had been
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the squadron's move that the Germans were caught completely unaware. Their planes
vere still taking off from the airstrip at Monetlimsr and were taken under fire by
tha armored cars and tanks., Had it been possible to move strong reinfcercements into
the erea, it 1s probable the entire XIX Army would have been destroyed. But the bulk
of VI Corps was still well over 100 miles to the resr and it would be several days
before all of the 36th Division could be deployed in the areas As it turned out the
Pighting eround Montelimar continued for many days and was probebly the major action {1
the operations of the Seventh Army in Ecuthern France. Inmediately ahead lay neerly a
week of bitter Fighting for the 117th and the other elements of Butler Task Forc;e.
Troép C, with commanding, pushed through Crest, along the morth venk of
the Drome River where the second platoon took escaping Germans croasing a ford under
fire and de.;::troyed geveral vehicles, thus blocking the ford. First anocther platoon
ran into a columan of enewy vehicles on & higiway in ths arca and "with 81l guns blozing,
drove through twisting and dodging enemy vehicles along the way." By the time they
bhad blasted their way through, the troopers had desuvroyed more than 50 enepy vehicles.
The third platoon, under sdvanced ncrth froem Crest to Peogier to prdect the
right flark of the force. Hodge set up his CP at Marsanne, By nightfall the ememy
1aunchéd & counterattack end it was necessary to pull back elements of Troops B and C.

The Squadron CP was blasted by artillery during the night end waa forced to relocate.

By nightfall, Piddington clcsed his reinferced A Troop into the ares and as events were
to prove it was none to scon, for Butler was facing an enemy force that wvas building up
anpd waa determined to keep open its only escape route. The Germans continued strong

petrols throughout the Squadron's first night at Monetlimer. By tha following morning

Butler had his entire Force deployed in the erea. Most of his infantry battalion was

:

"Although we did not hold the maln east bank highway along the Rhone during
e daylight hours of the 22nd, little lived to escape on that road. The artillery
r';o\nsz'ezd the road in the vicinity of Montelimar as wsll as the streets therein. Tanks,
ok destroyers, armorad cars, even ground mounted 57's of the infantry were pouring
gmed fire at the dense traffic. In addition the 59th Armcred Artillery by excellent

'
ghotting and good luck begged several trains and the railwvay on the esst bank was

ockad."

By afternoon of the 22nd, the situation was serious. Five Mark V tanks supported
by Panzer grenadiers erossed the Roubion River, running into Troop A positions. With
ks attached Sherman tanks, Piddington managed to rout the enemy force but not before
ais Third platoon under wag surrounded. After destroying its equipment, includ-
g tvo armcred cars and three Jeeps, the platcon fled on foot into the hills and
sgeaped capture. A1l of the platocn found their wvay back to the Squadron the fellowizg
lay. The encmy proved to be elements of the 1ith Panzer. Other tanks plowed into
frteop B sectors but were repelied.

Troop C and Troop E were holding the north flank along the Drone River from Loriol
#at to Grane. QOmer Brown had his assualt gwm in positicn deominating the entire escape
wrridor, He poured murderous fire at 2500 yerds, setting afire Lundreds of enemy
whicles, This was the vital and commanding ground in the area. By holding it, the
Mtreat of the entire XIX Army could be delayed, even cutoff completely. The Germans
tuld not permit this and nothing short ¢f a major effort to displace the American
firce could be expected.

Meanwhile back at Corps headquarters, Truscott was concerned about the situation

leveloping in the north. The 36th was elow in reaching Montelimar, end notkhing less

in the Condillac Fass, the 117th Squadron was waintaining sline of outposts and opers®in., . ajvision cculd hold out for long. As Butler commented later, there is a vast

strong patrols. From its positions it was eble to mass ire on the fleeing Cegman

column in ths avalley. Piddington's still reinforced trocp was at Puy St. Martin,

Butler, writing about the action, described the present situation:

Ufference Letween getting an advence gusrd of light, fast-moving ermor into sn enemy

fronghold, end heving a stranglehold cn that enemy. Task Force Boker was almoet

corryiously o maks the elfort
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necessary to hwld open the Gap at Mcatelimar, so vital to his escape., Truscott
SIZaZlgl

i vent to Aspres to check on the progress of the 36th. Ths division ccmnand was
‘ Glke er at - e
| For the Award

Gap, but Truscott learned that the RCT that should have already been at Montelimar heg PCSTHUNCTS . OF THS DIST prern CnneTOn CHCSS
' PCSTHULCUS g OF Tha 0405446 TS CERVIED LIds

not yet moved cut. Truscott mede known his displeasure snd ardercd the RCT and a bages

A

Jaus Lae HQE:EY'; 20 453 7833 Cﬁrgﬁmli ﬂ%’:‘fg}.?y’ 1?3“33? f:;
117th Cavalry Reconnaisssnee Squadron (iz:acaamg%d}, Zor
extrasrdinary herolsm in action on 15 August 1243; noax it
¥axire, Frances During a reconnalssance missicny Corporal
HMobby's squad ran into a strongly defonded and well concsaled
road block eonsisting of five ememy pill boxes,y only one of
which was clearly visible, when his squad was fired updn
from these enemy held positions, they left their vehiecde and

|
|I ‘ of artillery 4o move to Montelimar immediataly.

: On the 23 August, the Squadron was deployed with Troop C and elements of E and
| the Tank Campany, reinforced with tank destroyers and infantry, was on the nerthern

flank., Troop B was attached to a battalion of infantry of the 36th Division which

B e s e oty o o o e e, S ot oo I Satieh, o ol S e the mln by 32
| i _ 1 e 78 on the south flank end there wns engaged ; ﬁtﬁ&l’ Pm ﬁgggxé, ggﬁﬁ;ﬂ%ﬁi&fﬁgi&iﬁéﬁﬁ{éﬁ% ;ﬁiﬁi}éﬁ%ﬁ%ﬂﬂ
| | second time by a strong enemy force which 1t again turned back. Troop Bwas :égigz*eage;;gaﬁag é'ﬁ:‘?“aﬁ fﬁﬁ iﬁ,g ﬂmﬁﬁ g‘}gi-ﬁ'ﬁn*
|l| ettacking Montolirnyr along with a battalion of infantry and force of Marcuis. Iate ﬁiﬁaﬁeﬁtﬁgﬁm&iﬁ ;ig htég gﬁgeiﬁgaagii‘é&fi? t§§
l in the day, commnd of the task force passad to the commanding general. of the 36th ;ﬁiﬁiﬁagﬁugzziﬁﬁ ﬁrﬁiﬂﬁiﬁ égiﬁmi?‘;rfgﬁ e
1 Division. Its mission accamplished. The Force had siczed ard held the high ground ﬁﬂmfjﬁg i‘gﬂ éﬁsﬁgg gili:g §§ gﬁaﬁgﬁ;ﬁ géii&%
at Montelinur as Truscott had directed, btut for some days to come the 117th, attached | ﬁ&ﬁm%gggﬁagggﬁggﬁgg g; r; ?&gggazgg§0§i%@
| to the 36th Division was to fight in the area of Mentelimar. ' §Z§§a§i g%i‘;&i ?Xéﬁgﬁf S {gﬁiﬁar)-; ke

| The invasion of Southern France and the operations of the Seventh Army did not

receive the attemticn in the press or fram Army bistorians to compare with the extensite HEADGUARTERS SEVENTH ARSY
COFFICIAL SEAL

press coverage of the Noermandy inwvesion and the Iteliaen campalgn. It wes initinlly &

For this reason tke Task Force Butler operation, certainly one of the most colorful

f
|
li cna crcps operation with later employment of units of the recongtituted French Arry.

i | BYECED J LA
'I a sbhing ventures of the entire war, vent almost unnoticed, It was s clessical ] 1st Lte, Cavalry
Adjutant

through scveral thousand scquare miles of encmy held territery and libverating many

‘ cavalry operation, In four days, the 11Tth Squadron had edvanced 235 miles , swesping

|

Nf towns and villazes, It had capfured a corps commander and his entire staff and more
|

! L]
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than 2500 prisioners. In the final action, before passing to control of the 1nnmnmﬁ'
| division, more than 1000 German vehicles ahd been destroyed and the retreat of an

entire German Army stalled.

| In his observation of the feat, Butler gives much credit to his corps commiander,

He wrotes
I | | Part 2.
J| "General Truscott visualized the tactical possibilitles of such & group. It vas
|
bis sound decision that sent it into the valley of the Rhone instead of on to Grenoble The Butler Task Force

for a hollow but sweet sounding schievement, It was a cavalryman, Truscoti, who |

| atipulsted that the Group would be bullt around the Corps Reconnalssence squadron -

the 117th,”
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by Brigadien Genenal Grederic B. Butler

i | PART |

This is the first of two articles on the operations
of a Provisional Armored and Mechanized Cav-

E alry Unit in exploiting the invasion of Southern
France. Through the valuable medium of per-
sonal experience we mold our basis for improve-
ment of our Army of the future. We have some
interesting reading to boot.

(Introductory Note: On August 15, 1944 the
U.S. Seventh Army landed on the coast of south-
em France in the area between Toulon and Cannes.
The W.S. VI Corps, commanded by Lieutenant Gen-
eral Lucian K. Truscott, made the initial assault at
8 a.m., with the 3d Infantry Division on the left in the
St. Tropez arca, the 36th Infantry Division on the
right in the Frejus area, and the 45th Infantry Di-
vision in the center near St. Maxime. Already a Pro-
visional Airborne Division had been dropped several
miles inland and was cutting the German communi-
cations with the beach arca. The highly successful
landings were followed by an immediate consolidation
of the beachhead, movement west by the 3d Division
‘o isolate Toulon and Marscille, cast by the 36th i
vision to the Iralian border, while the 45th Division
made contact with the airborne troops and drove nocch-
ward in the center. Following the American units over
the beaches on D 4+ 1 the French 11 Corps consisting
of twe infantry, one motorized and armored divisions
landed in support of the U.S. VI Corps. According

to the plan the French were earmarked for the assault
on the ports of Toulon and Marseille; the rapid ad-
vance of the Americans during the first two days made
this assault imminent. The release of the French
stripped VI Corps of its only armored division and
caused the Corps Commander to bring into being as
planncd a provisional armored group composed of
corps semored units under the command of the Assist-
ant to the Corps Commander, Brigadier General
Frederic B. Butler. This article is General Butler’s
personal memoir of the operations of the task force that
was to bear his niame. General Butler served as Assist-
ant Division Commander, 34th Infantrv Division. and
Assistant to the Corps Commander, VI Corps. He is
now Sixth Army Engineer. _

This account of his cxperiences was written from
memory while he was crossing the Pacific in 1946.
The undersigned as a member of the Army Historical
Division barrowed the manuscript for research and
<ecured General Butler's permission to edit and publish
it.—Major James D. T. Hamilton.)

Task Force Butler y

e




T was to change direction. What is more I was to be on

my objective before dark that night! T was better poised
to continue north but that was my fault. I had made
my dispositions for valid reasons and now I must work
myself out of the existing situation and roll-into the
next. Grenoble dangled on a thread. Yét it was not to
be ours. The little bug in the mission was that my ob-
jective was 90 miles from Aspres—quite a day's run
even if we were all together! However, by this time
we were a team, not merely an aggregation of units.
Despite my bi-hourly reports, Corps had no knowledge
of my dispositions or the local situation when the de-
cision was made to head me for Montelimar.

My outposts to the north should not be abandoned.
If my French colonel was correct in his estimate that
Col Bayard (Bayard Pass) was the key terrain of the
whole area it should be seized and held forthwith. Dis-
cussing the matter with my Corps representative, we
evolved a plan of action. The 36th must relieve me
towards Grenoble at the earliest possible moment. I
would start at daylight with the bulk of the force and
the outpost elements would follow as .quickly as re-
lieved. My position with respect to issuing orders as a
Corps representative might be questioned. It was true
that my normal assignment as assistant to the Corps
Commander would have given me authority under the
circumstances to issue orders in the name of the Corps
Commander but in my actual capacity at the moment
as a unit commander | hesitated to barge in on Stack
with specific orders, especially' since he apparently had
definite instructions from somewhere to get on to
Grenoble. However, I felt at perfect liberty to outline a
plan for Colonel Conway to transmit should he, in his
latest knowledge of the Corps Commander’s plan, feel
that it was consistent with the over-all scheme of things.
This proved to be the case. While the Force head-
quarters turned to getting out orders for the morcrow,
Conway turned back to Sisteron and then to Corps. At
Sisteron he passed orders in the name of the Corps
Commander to Stack to relieve my outposts without de-
lay.

For three successive days we had made forty-five
miles per day and on this, the fourth day, we were to
make 90 miles and end up astride the enemy's main
axis at a pointa hundred miles or more behind the front.
Fortunately Hattox had us well supplied with fuel now
and [ had a good reserve—ample to carry the Force 90
miles and still give a reasonable combat reserve. We
were building up on ammunition as the heavy expendi-
tures at Digne had more than been replaced.

[t was necessarv to reorient the Maquis, and my
French colonel was available immediately, having bed-
ded down at our CP at my eequest. It would be day-
light before we could mave and we needed all the dav-
light possible. Would that the days were longer! At hrst
light the point was on the move and thus, another dav.
Hardly had the movement to the west gotten under wav
when the Gap command reported that patrols had ob-
served enemy movement through the Col Bayard. Three

* were good travellers.

scout cars and either a tank or self propelled gun yg
reported as observed. And hereil was- committed g5
move- to the west, with 1500 priseners of war in

in our technical custody, but actually in the hands' s

the French. An attack on Gap at this time would ha
been a spark in a powder keg. I therefore immediag| 1
ordered artillery, tank destroyers and cavalry to 35!
vance, seize and defend Col Bayard. Maquis prov; déd..r
the infantry cover. With heavy armor by his side
Magquis was worth a lot. No sign of the 36th and t}; _
could not be raised in our radio net. I hoped for g
early relief so that I could arrive oni.my ohjective wi
my full strength. But [ was not sanguine. '

The enemy force north of Gap developed into nagy
ing more than a patrol and was driven back vigoroygly:
and successfully. Whether more enemy would hag
followed this single patrol had we reacted with Jey
show of force, I do not know.

The movement towards Montelimar continued. The

route lay over a formidable mountain range with ;||

twisty road cut into the side of the cliffs. Movement off
the road would have been impossible. Our path could
have been blocked in any one of scores of places, b
no enemy action developed, nor had demolitions bees
executed. Whether we have the Maquis to thank fy
this free open road I do not know, but open it was, &
soon as the point reached the summit I closed out the
headquarters at Aspres and leapfrogged on to Die. |
horror-struck at the grade and nature of the road but
all elements had made excellent time and none of ti
heavy vehicles had succumbed.

At this point it is well to comment on the perfom:

ance of our vehicles. Several of the light tanks hal}

fallen by the wayside and a few of the armored &a
were out of action. The heavy tanks were doing wel
but the diesel driven tank destroyers were giviay
trouble. The artillery brought through every single opt
of its self-propelled guns and that in itself was
achievement for this splendid battalion. The ordnanfi
company assigned to the Force followed our patsh

closely, and sent disabled wvehicles on up to us remaii-u

ably quickly. This rat race was a test for the mechanic!
sturdiness of American armor and the efficiency of 1l
mobile maintenance. Both came through 100% plis
Though thin of skin and lightly gunned, our tanhl

By midafternoon Troop B, which led the advar
reached the high ground overlooking Highway 7 onile
east bank of the Rhone. It was in this area that &8
tight now known as the Battle of Montelimar wis=

MHE troop list as constituted: for the American VI
Corps for the invasion of Southern France included
" foating Teserve a combat command of a French
—ored Division. At a staff meeting less than a week
o to the Corps loading out from the Naples area
I (he invasion, General Lucian K. Truscott, the
s Commander, announced that he feared the
¢ench armor would be taken from him and returned
-'-'FrenCh control shortly after landing. Such a move,
e said, would leave him without a force capable of
1Eigploiting a success. In order to overcome this def-
' ency, he announced that he planned to constitute a
'Pi:ovisional Armored Group from elements of the
Corps- Tuming towards me, he added, “And if there

uch a force, you will command it.” He then directed
ot | prepare a tentative organization, building it

l #gund the Corps reconnaissance squadron, the 117th

mander.
After the conference, a detailed conversation de-
yeloped the possible missions of the force. Most prob-

" 4as to sweep to the north towards Lyon, proceeding
Juitially to Sisteron on the Durance River and from
ence to be prepared to turn west or to continue north-
ord.
. Time was short. My first step was to select a staff
ffom amongst assistants in the various Corps staff sec-
' ions: Next, a provisional troop list was prepared. Then
i the staff was assembled, various studies were as-
signed—detailed map reconnaissances of routes, terrain
dppreciation, air-ground cooperation, Maquis liaison,
ind most pressing of all, a communications plan. I
malized that the success of any such operation was tied
® a successful communications plan. ,

In evolving a command and communications plan,
Lentertained two considerations, one to draw on the
Corps Signal troops, the other to superimpose my head-
fiarters on the Reconnaissance Squadron and develo
iy communications around its net. The former plan
diew so heavily on Corps that [ abandoned that plan
¥id decided to build around the latter scheme. Com-
manders of all units were called in, the plan was ex-
Flained, and communications oflicers were closeted with
!.h!: Force Signal Officer. An SOI was produced and
fimeographed.

The Force as approved consisted of the foliowing:

117th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron
59th Armored Ficld Artillery Battalion

develop as the U.S. Seventh Army cut the line of
treat of the German Nineteenth Army. The Joscast
was well suited for the action. Here two tributil'
enter the Bhone River from the east, the Drome Rt
on the north and the Roubion on the south, forming”"f
sides of a battle square with the Rhone forming the #&
vide and the foothills of the French Alps on the o
from which we were entering. In the southeast com
is Montelimar, the chief communications center ot

s ;

753d Tank Battalion (less one Medium and one
Light Tank companies)

2d Battalion, 143d [nfantry Regiment

Co. C, 636th Tank Destrover Banalion

Co. F, 344th Engincer Regiment

Co. C, 111th Medical Battalion

Detachment, Co. D, 111th Medical Battalion

426th Quactermaster Truck Company

|uvalry Reconnaissance Squadron (Mecz). I was then .
ewing in the capacity of Assistant to the Corps Com-.

\ble, and the one for which the Force was designed, ,

Detachment, 87th Ordnance Company
Detachment Military Police (VI Corps)
Subsequent conferences were held with the Corps
Commander and prior to sailing, the mission had nar-
rowed to a single possibility, “To proceed to Sisteron
and from there, be prepared to continue north to seize
Grenoble or to turn west and seize the high ground
north of Montelimar.” All unit commanders involved
were briefed on this, the selected route, and all perti-
nent details prior to departure from Naples. Division
commanders were briefed and the whole plan was ap-
proved by Lieutenant General Alexander M. Patch,
Commanding General, Seventh Army.

- As indicated, the Provisional Armored Group, sub-
sequently to be dubbed by the correspondents “Task
Force Butler,” was nothing more than a plan. Late in
the aftemoon of August 16, after the 45th Division
had made physical contact with the Airborne Division
in and around LeMuy, General Truscott ordered the
Force to assemble during the day of August 17, pre-
pared to pass through the 36th Division at daylight of
the following day. The prepared plan went into effect
and the assembly proceeded without incident except
that Corps G-4 and the Corps Engineer between them
could not mobilize the Engineer Company, a unit that
had never smelled powder.

Late in the afternoon of the 17th, Truscott issued his
oral order to me. Sisteron remained the objective. After
some discussion on the subject, I was Permitted'my
choice of routes. Back in Naples, I had tentatively se-
lected the Route Napoleon, which runs from Nice
northwest to Digne, then north through Sisteron and
Gap to Grenoble, for the route of advance. It had ap-
peared to be the more direct and had the advantage of
a protected right flank—Switzerland and the mountains.
Every effort was made to secure road data, maps were
studied and terrain appreciations prepared. Prior to
leaving Naples, I made the decision, however, to direct
the main effort of the Force not along the Route Na-
poleon but along the roads running eastward from Drag-
uignan to Salernes, Riez, north to Oraison and Sisteron.
Careful study of the Route Napoleon indicated the ter-
rain so mountainous that a small enemy force with a
single self-propelled gun could have made this “cavalry
sweep” just another crawling Italian campaign. De-
velopments proved the choice made in Naples to have
been a sound one, and if one needs an object lesson on
the value of terrain appreciation, no better incident
than this need be cited.

Asked for an estimate of time necessary to reach
Sisteron, the Group Commander stated three days for
sure, possibly two days. Further questioning by Gen-
eral Truscott, who seemed a bit incredulous, guaran-
teed him Riez, 45 miles from Draguignan, as the ob-
jective for the first night.

As soon as commanders could be assembled in the
bivouac north of LeMuy, the situation was reviewed,
the order was issued. The importance of initiative was
stressed. All possible liaison was established with the
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36th Division to assure a smooth passage through the
outposts to the north and east. Daylight of the 18th
was set for the passage of lines. 3

The column started before daylight next day, August
18. A reinforced troop of the Reconnaissance Squadron
was sent north through Draguignan with instructions
to proceed toward North Castellane and develop the
enemy situation. This troop, the first scheduled to
start, cleared Draguignan without delay and left the
routes clear for the main body. The 36th Division had
outposted: the town the day before. Having watched
the efforts of the 142d Infantry the previous day to
break through the north portion of the town's outskirts
fail, I was prepared to hear of early trouble from this
direction.

Remaining elements cleared their bivouacs on sched-
ule and the main column -appeared to be rolling. No
report. came over the command net and as I bowled
along a: clear road to catch the advance guard of the
column, the sun rose and this seemed, after all, to be the
sort of expedition we wanted it to be—a rat race.

Joy was shortlived. On the western outskirts of

Draguignan I began to run into a stalled column. What
was the difficulty? The commanding officer of the
Reconnaissance Squadron, Lieutenant Colonel Charles
J. Hodge, was soon found in his radio command car.
The point was held up at the first bridge out of town.
The outposting troops had set up a road block at the
bridge, and this little obstruction had to be removed
before the “charging” troops could advance! And what
a block it was! It took a half hour’s feverish work to
clear a lane. The 36th did not take a chance. The ban-
shee itself (were we in Ireland) could not have come
in to disturb the sleep of the lads from Texas. As min-
utes passed and as good time slipped by, I became con-
cerned and went to the bridge myself, and with my
own eyes saw the friendly obstacle that held up our
progress. There must have been two hundred pounds
of TNT in that little bridge—not to mention antitank
mines, posts, rails, boulders, and cable! Oh, it was a
masterpiece but very disconcerting in the early morn-
ing—under the circumstances, and especially after pre-
caution had been taken to post the 36th Division on
the plan and ask their cooperation in clearing our
columns through the outposts. But those things hap-
pen even in a well-ordered war.

I remained on the scene, fuming, fretting, and be-
leaguering, until 1 saw the lead vehicle underway. I
then got off the road to check the column past and
join my squadron leader at his radio car—the nerve
center of the whole command—as it came along. But
soon vehicles ceased to move. I hurried back to the
unfortunate colonel’s scout car and very quickly and
pointedly brought up the question of the stalled col-
umn. "But the column is moving, Sir.” Well, [ knew
more of the movement—and lack of it—than the radio
had disclosed to the CP. ,

“What of Troop C—the flank column:”

“Sir, they report their head clear of the outpost but

-army since December of 1942. He was seated on
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held up by AT fire. They are sending out digmg,
patrols and placing the attached guns in position
Well, T hadn't expected much progress from
element but was concerned over the slowness ‘{f.'.
main column. We needed progress to get at the ,.
sidiary roads ahead of us so that the Reconnaigg,,
Squadron could fan out. Then we would make by
time. Also, it was necessary to clear a certaiy o
junction north of Draguignan by 8:30 am. A regjm,
of the 45th Division was to follow us and I guar
General Truscott that, barring enemy action, this yg
be done. ¥
.Radio communication.was perfect. The head of &
column was moving again, but obviously with tog mut
caution. My poor young colonel had a very
quarter-of-an-hour while I stayed at his still stationay
radio car. Leaving interim instructions with hip
made off to the head of the column to give the ,I."-'
commander a few simple fundamentals in methods
bold rapid advance. The 117th was 2 young unit, hy
ing had only limited experience in Italy and never gy
fronted with a wide open situation like this offer :
be. " )
Things began to move a bit better. I made my vy
back down into town once more. The squadron ||
quarters had advanced some but was stopped 2
Once more I started for the head of the column. :
progressed not more than a mile when my attentiy
was attracted by a madly careening screeching juss
coming up behind me. It was Hodge madly wavisg
and shouting, ]
I stopped. He stopped. With the restraint and i !
posure of a young actor, and making every effort ¢
military—but ﬁnconcemed—Hodge reported that
C on the right had broken through the resistance eafli
reported, had taken: prisoners and- equipment, inclué
ing one corps headquarters complete with one lieus
ant general, his pistol, brandy and staff! The (G
LXII) corps commander, Lieutenant General
nand Neuling, was under escort back to the squ
Draguignan to be held there for formal surrender
general officer. Naturally there was no word as to ff
cache of brandy that had been taken!
This set up young Hodge. His troop really had do#¥
a job, had succeeded where the infantry had stall
Going back into Draguignan, I met my first Gt
man general, after close association with the Germa

g

park bench having a nice quiet dignified weep. ¥ it
the general was his orderly, general’s suitcase in ham
They were in the custody of a cavalry corporal from
Troop C and surrounding the pair was, a circle Of'_-'

oF

mounted tankers whose column had moved into but DATE N
ing WANE 3 EATE ¥EXT OF KIN
vet through the town. These tankers were holding N ASN BILaTH DEATH J
the excited mob of French villagers. The old ge - _ 1e - - own ()
i o . ; 14 irs, Prances S. Brown (#
was a fatherly appearing soul and I have often a ‘Brown, Omer Forrest | DR ER i e I«’A:;i 240 8scond Street

dered the cause of his tears—whether it was ch 2
and disappoimment, or living fear of the howiin
mob.
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As kindly as was the general’s. appearance, 1 take
it that he was something of 2 Hun in his dealings with
the populace—and how they were calling for his blood!
I had with me a French lieutenant as interpreter. This
officer, in addition to speaking English, spoke some

‘German; he was Jewish. The LXII Corps commander

rose on my approach and rendered me a military salute,
holding his salute until' I returned it. The German
army had ceased the “Heil Hitler” business. Receiving
the surrender and making some statement as to the
fight the general’s troops had made, I informed the
prsoner that I was sending him under officer escort
to my corps commander, and thereupon our new acqui-
sition embarked upon his first jeep ride under the
chaperonage ‘of a Frenchman—Furthermore, and of
Jewish background.

Ridding myself of our prize package, I hastened up
to the advance guard and now the whole column was
rolling—but the head was beginning to falter. Things
were beginning to click, however. Hodge was able to
give me the picture. The artillery battalion’s cub plane
had gotten up and was giving the point aerial recon-
naissance. The cub had spotted a demolished bridge,
had reconnoitered a by-pass through some hills to the
north and the only delay experienced was that caused
by the narrow winding road. The radio nets that had
been set up in our planning back in Naples and on
shipboard were working.

By making our detour we by-passed a village into
which a small German delaying force had just moved.
The French reported this but our column could pro-
tect itself from such on the march and I trusted to the
Maquis to handle the situation, which they did. These
stalwart sons of France, and sons of the Blue Devils,
the Chasseurs Alpins of World War I fame, proved in-
valuable to us. They reinforced the meager infantry in
critical situations and guarded our life line to the rear.
These splendid patriots had carried on literally bare-
handed since 1940 and only recently had been armed
and organized by the United States and England by
means of personnel and matériel parachuted in to them.
This business of building up the Maquis had de-
veloped quite an organization. As indicated earlier,
prior to our departure for France 1 had secured from
the Seventh Army officers of this Maquis contact organ-
ization to accompany my column and assist in directing
Maquis assistance to my effort. As a commentary on
this underground organization, it must be recounted
that word of the Group had gone on ahead and our
advance was eagerly awaited, but so well controlled
was the information that the Germans always were in
complete ignorance of our moves. It is only fair to state
that without the Maquis our mission would have
been far more difficult, if indeed not possible. And
contrariwise, the presence of our armor and guns added
immeasureably to the strength and assurance of the
Maquis.

[ noticed here the same French reaction to armor
that had impressed ‘me in the early days in Tunisia. At

one period during that campaign I commanded an in-
ternational force in the defense of Gafsa. The French
under my command were terribly afflicted with “Tank-
itis.” The German armor in France in 1940 had im-
pressed the French Army, the French nation, the
French Empire. With this phobia (more than fear)
went the conviction that French arms possessed not a
single weapon to combat a tank. And at this stageany-
thing that chugged on wheels was a “tank” to a
Frenchman. o

Contrariwise their morale went sky high when any-
thing “anti-char” was produced. In Africa, I issued m
French batteries high velocity 75mm ammunition wi
which they felt perfectly confident. Even our little 37
millimeter, socalled and obsclete before manufactured,
anti-tank guns gave them confidence. A French soldier
with- confidence is the equal of any soldier in the
world. And so with the Maquis. Our heavy tanks, our
artillery and our self-propelled anti-tank guns sent the
guerrillas into ecstacy. And how the Germans dreaded
the fierce Maquis!

The German dread of the Maquis came to the sur-
face continuously during our race into the interior.
Really, some of our adventurous young officers became

quite persuasive salesmen. Mahy and many a gan’ison-

was taken after a few shots—an American advanced
under a white flag, and a parley. If the German com-
mander could be convinced that he and his force
would become American prisoners and not be turned
over to the French, surrender usually was accomplished
forthwith. Occasionally it took a little additional
shooting on our part. In no instance did the Germans
ever violate our white flag or the “negotiator.”

Later when skirmishes and rapid advances piled the
two armies together in the Battle of Montelimar, this
sensibly pleasant process of war naturally gave way to
killing and torture. And with this tum in the battle
died a fearless officer and forceful conversationalist,
Captain Omer F. Brown, the commander of the as-

sault gun troop of the Reconnaissance Squadron. He

was killed along the banks of the Drone near Grane
when his guns made a valiant stand against a de-
termined tank attack by an element of the'l 1th Ger-
man Panzer Division.

The work that the little cub planes did for us was as
remarkable as any this little brave part of U.S. Army
did amongst all its unbelievable exploits. How or why
the cub plane survived will ever be a mystery to nte.
Of course their principal mission was artillery observa-
tion and as an infantryman I soon learned that they
brought us double comfort. They directed fre—but
best of all, they kept down enemy fire merely by be-

ing in the air. German gun and mortar crews lay

“doggo” when the litle fellows were on the prowl.

The smart gun crew knew that a battery seen was a
battery destroyed when a “Maytag Bomber” was alokt.

[n planning my Force, 1 included a liaison plane
from the Corps pool of L-3s. I felt such a craft would
help me [ had used the equivalent of one early in

Y B N e

v
"*:g i
s
]

II II

|
I

Valence

[l .'I,"'

ey J
~r ""--.'JJ
C
ST, \-\- -
| ’

A MOUNT GENEVRE
8 PASS

Briancon ;-E‘J"ﬁ\
P -y

)
f' .l',’b'oke
N2k
I S !
Ul E \ =
e a X b

4’;’ Srrey _—T
I X X
% | eL[><ios

|
)
/

-
p e

i 1
! [ L el /
[= 1 ) —~
g"'. u[c: !
1
A

/

Aspres 7|| S

i
=3 o4 4
oy 2t—Aseres

o
—r

LEL _\.’;{#
\\‘”‘e_ —y zj;/ G

e, "“C‘
" » =
g | & "\:“-\1- r
e \\\1,1_ A LEGENDS
A o
. \\\m .—"”.’I French & 7th U.S. Army Units in BLACK

German Units in RED

gl 8% 21 AUSG.
{\Q,, p ;‘% QOU
: _\_% el Capturiga Te
"\_\__\‘V i 21 AUG h‘-—:g"__:
.l_ —
|

X
[&]7re

RENOBLE CORRIDOR

Road Blocks 8 Dates of Installation K 2 ave.

;:-i N\
(I s |
TFB ;,,___--————" \
0 ~
. {
d ;o
h )

/ XXX X =

|
. AN e [ B IFR.
= o
T MarseillesS—— =

O S\,

\ e |

RN

XX

<244 Z}mzd\\&?

=

h

\\ If
Aix-en-Prove
] Mo = o= Scale oS, 20 10




Africa when things were on an extended scale and I
knew there was use for one on this mission—if we got
into the open spaces. The more eyes the better and

surely it would serve in a crisis if radio with Corps

failed—which it did. I had asked for a certain type of
radio equipment, 2 “299,” in setting up my organization
but Corps felt that the “big picture” would not permit
my having what I asked for. Accordingly I left my own
radio, which was part of the Corps command net, back
at our starting point as a relay station and sent my
messages all during the first and second days from my
forward position by scout car radio to my aide who
was with my Corps radio vehicle and he in turn, mov-
ing forward, kept in touch with me and attempted to
relay to Corps. Naturally the system did not work. At
the end of the second day I received a handwritten
note from Truscott. It was written the evening before
and he burned me up for not keeping him informed.
It was a hot note and I was glad there was no telephone
communication between us. Amongst other things,
he directed me to report by radio every two hours—but
he also sent me the equipment I needed. '

While the artillery cub worked like fury the first
day, the one pilot being in the air over 10 hours, the
Corps plane let me down. The artillery pilot did not do
a single piece of artillery spotting but he literally towed
us along behind him. He would buzz a road and give
his report to the advance element commander who tien
could sweep on if an “all clear” was the report or act
with swiftness where trouble existed. My Corps lad
however reacted to his mission in a different way. He
had not reported to me in person but worked under
the personal supervision of the Corps Chief of Staff and
was to “liaison” with me. .

Like many young officers who find themselves around
higher headquarters, this pilot had ideas of his own as
to his object in life. He never did come into my radio
net that first day nor did I ever see him or have a re-
port that he was over the main body. However, he was
over the area, this much we know, for late the second
day, several hours after we had reached Sisteron, [ re-
ceived my first radio from Corps—the very first radio
[ had had from Corps since we took to the road. Pre-
sumably it was from the Chief of Staff. It reported
that as of such and such a time at such and such a Jo-
cation, Corps Liaison plane such and such had re-
ported elements of the Reconnaissance Squadron pro-
ceeding in an overly cautious manner. [ was to take
corrective action! The elements in question and at the
time given had been off as flank guards and had done
a good job! Anyhow that was vesterday morning and
this was this evening and we were 75 miles forward of
where the “offending” troops had been sighted. T took
appropriate action and heeled the message into the
dust.

The young aviator was more interested in running
home and telling “teacher” what he saw than in telling
the troops what he saw. His radio was on our net
it he wanted to communicate with me and in any

event he could have dropped a message.

Our enlisted artillery pilot was different. He apn
ated ground action. He hunted, he saw, and he
municated, and that is how he towed us along .-
his “kite.” I cannot help but mention this incid.
because it is so typical of what one invariably may
pect from the youth and inexperience who oug
clear sky become headquarters johnnies—and this 1
cludes some aides.

To retum to the chronology of the day: Fop
main column, the sun shone, the birds sang, the floy,
bloomed, the French went mad, and the vehid.
rolled on. Occasionally there was a stray enemy
car or motorcyclist to be dispatched, but otherwise
advance was a parade until the Point  approachg
Quinson, Our energetic artilleryman in his chug<h
cub had reported a formidable bridge destroyed it
south of the town—and our engineers still miles away
The lead vehicles got across a ford but jeeps stuck. Th
town of Quinson was pressed into service and me
women and children turned out to maintain a fd
for us. Not only did they maintain it, they even in}
proved it and all vehicles crossed as the enthusis
French pushed and heaved and with knowing:;;
carried select flagstones to dump fatwise into the
swirling current. In no time at all they had tmpg
formed the bouldery bottom. Maintaining a ford fg
heavy tanks is'no mean problem, but those Frenc}!
were willing—and so happy.

From these good souls we learned how the fired

modem reinforced concrete bridge had been destroyed
In the pre-invasion air preparation that was to “isolae’
the landing area, our bombers had gone after th
bridge time and again but never registered a hit. Soal
a bridge so important that it must thus be bombed &
time and time again must be destroyed. If the Americs
air is so unfortunate as to miss this bridge—eh, enfin-
the Maquis will do it. Has not explosive been droppst
for this purpose? Voila, the bridge, he is no more—and
do not bother any more. As a matter of fact, our prop
ress was most seriously impeded by damaged or de
molished bridges that the Air had missed but which the
Magquis had not.

After Quinson, we rolled on and on. At each hik
the road was cleared and all vehicles got under cov
in the woods and brush. No air, friendly or enemy, had
come over but we just naturally took to the shade. And
later it was well that we did.

With still four hours of daylight before us the poil
reached Riez—the town | optimistically had picked ot
for my first day’s destination. We were there and ahea
of time. Should we go on, or should we hole up for
the night and sacrifice those remaining hours? I decidd
to hole up. The vehicles had about five hours gas léf
in their tanks—and armor without gas is a poor fight
ing tool, I could not cut down less than that and s
fight the vehicles if need arose. We had strapped o
to the vehicles anything that would hold gas that s
could lay hands on but even so the heavy grades, the d&

Event: Gap, France
Date: 20 August 1944

Location with Preface: On 20 August 1944 Troop A supported by
Troop E (assult guns) departed the Squardron assembly area in the
vicinity of Sisteron and headed northeast to Gap with a mission to
pick up small groups of Maqui on the way and attack at 1700 hours.
Upon arrival on the high ground overlooking the town of Gap, Troop
E assault guns knocked out the radio tower on the first shot.

Next Troop A moved to the edge of Gap with a platoon of light tanks.
The Maqui force was sent to the flanks and rear of Gap. o

Captain Omer Brown indicated to me that he would be willing
to seek surrender of the German Garrison at Gap. This act, if
successful, would eleminate many causalities. I agreed and called
Squadron to put off the attack until 1800 hours. Squadron approved.
Capt. Brown was off with jeep, driver of a french gendarm with
white flag for the town city hall,. )

During the discussion with the German Garrison commander,
Capt.. Brown explained that his force was surrounded. He out )
bluffed the CGerman. The result was about 1100 prisoners. This
negotiation between Brown and the german Commander was touch and
go. Finally the surrender was accomplished. Many lives were
saved that day. It would have been bloody. The community of Gap
was probably around 10,000. Many of these people would have

suffered.

Captain Omer Brown made it possible and deserves to be recognized

for his initiative, imagination, calmness and above‘all.his great
courage. He was a very brave man. Sometime later in another
combat operation he was killed in action.

Personal observations by Captain Thomas C. Piddington, Commanding
Officer, Troop A, 117th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron (Mechanized).

A . \ . -
Signed: P o~
«:‘-'-.-"",3-"_# FE NV D et T AN TN

Thomas C. Piddington
Captain 0425249
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tours and the long milés run, had eaten into the gas.
Qur supply trucks had delivered us our refill late the
night before and then returned to the beach for a new
load. The precious gas refill could not rejoin unti! after
dark. The column therefore was closed up, the bivouacs
set up for instant defense and the whole area outposted
—the cavalry out at a distance on the roads and the in-
fantry close m. ‘The tankers took their tum too.

As the main body advanced on Riez this first day
Troop C off to the east, after its first haul of a Corps
headquarters, kept working to the north opening roads
and taking prisoners. Despite my friend’s observation
in the Corps liaison plane, they were very active on
their main axis. So also were the sections and platoons
that scurried over roads and trails between the main
body and Troop C, working and probing always to the
north so that no undetected enemy movement could
come From that fank to interrupt the speedy advance of
the Force it protected.

In like manner the cavaley scurried to the west and
northwest prying, peeking, reporting. One platoon of
Troop A, reinforced with 2 section of tank destroyers
was given the specific mission of reaching Barjols to
the west and blocking that important road center. The
town was entered as so many towns were entered by
armor, only to find itself in a drove of péstering, buzz-
ing sniping enemy infantry. And in this particular
town the enemy wheeled out his own seif-propelled

) gins. Under such circumstances, armored cavalry, it

discreet, withdraws, even if covered by one’s own,
very own, tank destroyers, The mission of the platoon
was first, information; secondly to block egress from
the town until felieved by Infantry. The little force ac-,
complished its mission and knocked out two German
self-propelled guns to boot. 1 had promised my little
flank patrol that the infantry would be out to relieve
them by dark, and a motorized combat team of the 45th
Division made the vicinity of Barjols that night over the
way our force had cleared. The infantry arrived none
too soon for our small force was in serious trouble. [t
was running out of ammunition and with the coming of
darkness German riflemen were working out of town
in force. Barjols was building up. The 45th made a bril-
liant fight there and for two days a full scale scrap raged
before the Germans would fold up even though cut off
and surrounded.

By the time reports by radio came in from Barjols
that first evening, from constant reports from the east
and from information picked up from the Maquis, [
had the first semblance of an outline of the probable
situation confronting me. Accordingly 1 called in
Troop C from the east instructing them to leave an
outpost above Ampus, some {0 miles north of Draguig-
nan untl the 36th Division moved up and to turn the
prisoners over to the infantry. Qur force heing as small
1s it was [ anticipated that [ could not spare a man for
prisoncr-of-wur care. The prc-jump-oif solution for
this anticipated situation was simple. All units were in-
sructed to interrogate prisoners bv sampling and then

turn them over to the I'TENCh. DUE WLEIL by o
crusaders developed their hidden forensic powers of
persuasion and the Germans with vigor set down a
condition of surrender that stipulated that the Reichs-
wehr was to board with the U1.S.A., my plans were up-
set. However, we had to sweep on, My usual solution
:nvolved a technicality. T would direct that an Ameri-
can noncommissioned officer would command the
prison guard of French. We just could not stop nor
could we set up PW enclosures all along our extending
route. There were more buzzards on ahead!

The decision to stop at Riez was a happy one. No
sooner were we off the roads than a flight of German
bombers with fighter escort was over us. No sign of
us did they see and they continued on to the beaches
for a bombing that was costly to the elements still in
process of landing. By now too the Germans were pan-
icky. Before we got to the Riez telephone exchange the
mayor had a call from the German headquarters at
Digne—just 12 miles away. The German general had
heard rumors of Americans coming north from
Draguignan. “Was it true?” Communications were out
everywhere. Those Magquis! Since Riez had main-
tained its lines there would be no reprisals there, but
“take heed!” Apparently the mayor’s report satisfied our
neighbor for not a single German patrol came near an
outpost that night. But “those Maquis.” Germans never
did like a dark night when Maquis were on the prowl.
They stayed locked up in their barracks.

The arrangements that had been set up for Maquis
contact were working. Soon there were leaders report-
ing for instructions. Tdentities were authenticated. The
most welcome and most valuable visitor that frst eve-
ning at Riez was an American captain—a paratrooper.
He was one of several teams who were dropped in
prior to the invasion. With him he had a tough little
Frenchman, a sergeant. The Frenchman was in the
uniform of a Blue Devil, beret and all. And was he a
tough bunny—about five feet rall and five feet broad.
He was a World War 1 veteran, but a regiment of his
like would wrestle tanks!

About this time an excited civilian dashed into my
headquarters circle. “German tanks were at Quinson.”
We had patrols 2bout there in all directions and none
had rcported gnemy contact. My aide had just come
through, complete with radio jeep and my lumbering
Fifth Army tvpe caravan. The French can be like that.
When they want protection, they sce shadows. How-
cver, those stalwart citizens of Quinson had worked

hard at the ford and no engineers had appeared even

vet. In order that the good people would rest that night
in peace and be fit for another grueling day at the
ford, [ sent an outpost back to the town.

Plans were set for the next day. The *main body
moves on Sisteron. Troop B, reinforced with light
tanks and assault guns (105 howitzers mounted in
VIV tanks) and with organized Magquis under my
American Captain’s command as the infantry com-
ponent, was given the mission of capturing Digne

tered.

were given the job of establishing a i
roac_i 'block on thg Route Napoleongat I:i ?rif::ed:agblz
Pgsmon southeast of Digne. It would be embarrgassin
I{r.Ge:rmans from the south poked into our little B lg
of chglne of the morrow. e
Radio contact with Corps was out and we wi
able to pick up any German traffic. It W‘;:". zmiirt?e
spooky . that dark night and even “Sally and George”
who had become our radio friends at Anzio would h§
bez;n rez:issug')ng. hOh for Lilli Marlene! Ve
n order that the Corps would have full i i
on the events of the day and be cognizant OIEE;;&SUEE
the morrow I dispatched an officer courier to report in
person to.General Truscott at the same time Eg in
that on his retum to me, my courier would brin ng
the Corps situation and future plans. Also, could h
please find our engineers! So off went my ’courierrie
L'he dark, w1th0ut light—and without the foggiest n:—
tion as to where Corps could be found. My lacc’l found
Corps, the staff protected the General’s rest, my report
was.rendered and my courier returned wit’houyt in%zr-
z:;xx—anc.l ui'ithout engineers. Best news of the night
R e arrival of our supply column and the precious
[ had gambled on the first re
cz_lrried. Extra rations were carri{je]ci ;};e ts}]:g) I?:onmcb(;l:1 e
hfc.les and we started out with an overload of amrr‘:e:
nition. Ther‘efore that first day nothing but gaso!inue
Lva; c?med in the supply column and well it was. We
l.a plenty of food, ammunition expenditures had been
ight and we still had basic loads. Next day it might be °

ere some “several”
several” hundred Germans were quar- different. Or

The Maguis under my hardy paratroop captaiﬁ also

- Urganic supply vehicles dumped their | 1
i?t?orfnﬁaik t(l) :1he beach dumps follj' moreex‘;mc:lis
0 shutt i A
EorThthe Je shut ed up against an emergency. No rest
e patrols were active during the nigh
t
outpolit.s alert. There was little T:;gusiness. gAny?Jrrl;i :he
})[;ﬁzdzztge Ian outI}J,OStd from the enemy side was carrie%—
! ¥y to headquarters. In every case wh
Ea_me's were thus Picked up they provegy to beeM‘zqfll;:
trmgmg valuable information. No person was allowed
Fc:) rp;zzsshouzlward thmug;z our outposts unless passed by
eadquarters and th I
UPI unﬁer g ere were no persons picked
n all it was a quiet night and by now the
ﬁf c;he venture were in everyone’syblood. Foir‘;sziiglt:
L}z: _w_org(ed forward towards Digne and with first light
anfi rﬁlir; }?;—Zd %00%[ was of'r' on its mission to hit early
by areas.. e Maquis were at the appointed as-
At daybreak the advance
guard of the main bod
adv;nced throug}_x the outpost on the Riez—l(r'l)raisoz
road and all was set. Patrols were sent out to the south-
we-sltl. The main body, consisting of the infantry, tanks
artillery and tan destroyers, was prepared for ’instan;
start and held. in their bivouacs. I was in my own coun-
;r}lr] now and it was unnecessary to clear roads for an
? owing e.Iernents. The enemy, weather and terraii);
uerehall with which I had to concern myself. The
i;\;eat _?r was fine—warm but not hot. The c;:)untry was
eauti ul though not too well suited for armored ac-
It)ion cross country. The enemy had been bowled over
y surprise and was proving not too tough. This was
war de luxe and we had not yet had a casualty.
(To be continued) ’
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Iask Force butle
by Brigadion General Gredenic B. Rutlen

Part Two of a story covering the operations :
of a provisional armored cavalry unit in ex-
- ploiting the invasion of southern France

" MY plan was now to move the Force by bounds—the

cavalry scouting, advancing, securing, and the
heavy column running for it when the selected area was
covered. That kept us on the road a minimum of time,
saved gas and provided better insurance against enemy
air observance. The first bound would take us to
Oraison. The second bound would be to Sisteron itself.
From Onraison the action against Digne could be sup-
ported, if necessary, or, if trouble came ahead, the
weight could be thrown towards Sisteron, the day's ob-
jective.

Troop B, en route to Digne, reported resistance. Ad-
vance elements had been in town but had drawn heavy
small-arms - fire and withdrew. The Germans had
thrown no artillery, tank or mortar fire. Scout cars and
tanks were pouring machine-gun fire into the town.
The Magquis attack had broken down but was reform-
ing. Another push would go in at noon.

Troop A, pushing ahead on Sisteron reached the
bridge across the Durance at la Brillane and secured
it. The bridge had been damaged by bombing but ‘the
armored cars crossed. The river was a formidable obs-
stacle and it was the bridge—or else. Our engineers still
were unreported, and anyway, the river would have
been too much for them. So try out the bridge we did
and determined that it still had enough strength to
carry our heaviest tanks. Thank Heavens for conserva-
ative French design. The only other bridge that we.
could have crossed on had been destroyed. [ was to find
out later that neither at this time nor for days later,
was there a single piece of hasty bridging eqﬁlipmcnt
available in the whole Seventh Army, not even an as-
sault boat! And here we were entering the best watered
section of Europe! Well, you see, in Africa and Ttaly
the engincers never used assault boats, rafting material
and the like, so they were deleted from the tables by
the planners. ’

Squadron and Force CP opened at Oraison. Radio
contact was good. We were in touch with all elements.
A patrol had been sent to Malijai, thence to swing cast
to join Troop B at Digne. Trouble ahead! Malijai was
defended. No parleving this time, and Jerry had
armored cars, too. Also, he was more stubborn today.
We were now shooting it out. '

The platoon that had been sent off to the soushys
toward Vinon reported no contact and remained :
observation. The troop that had crossed to the y,
bank of the Durance proceeded to the outskirts at (,
teau Arnoux and ran into trouble. The time had g
to close the main body into the vicinity of Oraison, T
was accomplished with only the mad enthusiasm of fy
French populace impeding progress. They actuall;,

blocked roads and streets showering the troops wits.l'

fruit, Howers and wine. Discipline as to the latter hdj
and the men were temperate to an exemplary degree

When [ say “shower” in connection with the abe
I mean just that. The effusive Latin spirit led to acti
more precipitate than wise. Did you ever try to catcha
apple tossed to you as you drove by at even the moder
pace of fifteen miles an hour? Or did you ever caid
a tomato square in the face doing ditto?

These pleasant demonstrations added up to a costh
delay. Some vehicles still were on the road when plane
came overhead. We could see they were ours—two s
them—and we could hear them, too. There was an ai
ground liaison team, radio and all, with us. We coul
hear the pilots talking to each other when they spottetf
our vehicles. Unfortunately, and tragically, our grount
air liaison transmitter proved to be dead—we could}
hear but could not talk. The pilots were a glib pair ant
one was for peeling off immediately. The other said k
couldn’t see the markings and maybe they were Amef
can trucks. And in vain the frantic 0pérutor shoutit
into his set. Yellow smoke went out—but went unseen
The pair in the air decided to drop their belly tanks an
if the column scattered it must needs be Cerman
Rather maive reasoning and of course the column todk
to the fields. And down came the planes. Score: thr
vehicles and thirteen good American youths.

But what about our three little wars with the enemy’
Digne was going again but still tough. Prisoners hat
been taken, including the divisional area commander-
a mere brigadier general. We were slipping; by this timt
yesterdav we had a lieutenant general 'comf)letc will
staff. However stout the resistance, small arms and
machine guns together with an abundance of grenadd
was all the enemy was showing. Grenades thrown fron
upper floor windows somewhat restrict the effectivenes

1:
|

1t armox. I’LI[.YULIL‘.;CIL 111 & H>AdLUlC Cdil 8l LIuds
¢ lid and see how it is for yourself. The platoon at
alijai had knocked out the German scout cars, cleared
e south bank of the River Bleone, which flows into
e Durance at Malijai, and prevented the Germans
from blowing the bridge, but the enemy fire was too hot

1o permit a crossing. 'The Germans had dug in on the

upper slopes of the hill that rose above Malijai and more
power was needed there as at Digne. The fight at
Chateau Arnoux had reached the parley stage.

I thereupon picked up a company of medium tanks
and a rifle company from the infantry battalion and
sent them off under the infantry battalion executive to
dean up Malijai, then swing east and attack Digne
from the west and north in conjunction with Troop B,

already there and fighting in from the south. Malijai

folded up on sight of the Shermans with many Ger-
mans taking to the hills. Those who were blasted out of
their positions were left to the Maquis who drove into
the brush like bird dogs. A small German group with

two vehicles retreated on Digne. There was a large am-

munition dump between Malijai and Digne and this
the Germans blew while their own troops were passing
_fortunately before our column had caught up, they
being slower as they checked the road for mines and
traps.

The big tanks reached Digne, formed up for an at-
tack, and the infantry deployed with them. Before this
force fired a shot white flags went up. Once more the
all wise German wartior sﬁowed his respect for over-
whelming power and this small group of attackers had
over six hundred prisoners on its hands. These the
French got without strings. Order was restored, troops
fed, vehicles serviced and the job done. Back came this
little band of warriors to the fold. Qur losses for the
day in this action were two slightly wounded. No ve-
hicles were disabled.

This action across the river at Chateau Arnoux re-
quired a little shelling but the finale was SOP. Score:
150 Wehrmacht. These we had on the usual terms and
evacuated them on the supply trucks. Troop A con-
tinued on and reached Sisteron—our goal for the mo-
ment—at six of a gorgeous late summer evening. Pa-
trols and outposts were set. Troop C fanned out to the
north and northwest, covering us from Banon and St.
Etienneles-Orgues.

The fate of Digne having been settled, the remain-
ing elements of the Force moved [rom Oraison to
Sisteron with all groups not on outpost or patrol ordered
to rejoin there as well. It is always a relief to get the
tag ends in and count the chickens. Dispersal is essen-
tial on this type of mission but there is always a sense
of relicf when dispersed units “home.”

[ had all my units within my communication net but
still was lost from Corps. What was worse, we had
run off our maps! Army didn’t count on movement, at
lease in this direction and this fast, and sheets for
Farther on, to the North or West, just didn’t exist when
we started off. There were a few small scale maps and

SULLIC ludu ]J.l'd.P5 \ulalll\ yuu, AV, lvllLilClulj diIl LIRSS
must sufhce.

Just before dusk, August 19, a liaison plane came in
and landed. It was our plane from Corps—the first seen
of it in two days. I thoroughly expected some instruct-
tions and, most of all, maps. It will be recalled that my
orders were to proceed to Sisteron and from there be -
prepared to move either to the west or north. Well,
here I was and every one was raring to go. The air
courier had a note for me from General Truscott, writ-
ten the night before, apparently after my courier had
reached Corps, but of this no mention was made.
Truscott had the impression I intended to by-pass
Digne. Well, Digne was in the bag but I could not tell
him, as much as I wanted. I had no communications
yet. I kept the plane with me. ovemight for I might
have use for it in the morning. N

For security of our line of communication T de-
pended on the Maquis, and my group from Army who.
were Maquis “specialists” were on the jump morning,
noon and night. How effective my L of C defense
would have been I do not know. I am thankful it was
never put to test. But I could afford no other’and our
supply elements reported no friendly troops following.

An outstanding individual in the Force was Major
James G. Hattox, the supply officer. For two- days he
worked miracles and for days to come he would con-
tinue accomplishing feats. I do not think he ever slept.
Even at Sisteron, 90 miles from our jump-off, we were
125 miles from the dumps and Hattox was on the road
continuously. He secured one of the two decorations [
was able to secure for members of the Force. The other
was awarded an ofhcer who under fire and with extreme
danger to himself rescued a wounded soldier from an
exposed position,

The Reconnaissance Squadron was now a veteran
unit and I doubt if any other unit of its type found a
job better suited to its organization and equipment than
the mission in hand. This is what Reconnaissance
Squadrons were designed for and for this they were a
sound unit. The 117th from the beginning functioned -
perfectly in communications and to me this was ninety
per cent of the problem. They were perfect now in the
technique of reconnaissance and they certainly could
carry on persuasive conversation! Their personnel was
largely still of the old swank Essex Troop of the New
Jersey National Guard and was plenty courageous and
daring. And, too, they had learned to live in the freld.

It was on Saturday that we reached Sisteron. While
Headquarters went abour the details of outposts, pa-
trols, supply, prisoner evacuation, checking the town
and communications and establishing contact with the
Maquis—the Headquarters cooks were at their task. It
was late before we could break away for dinner—eleven
oclock as [ now recall, but what a meall We started
off with a fine French soup, the contribution of the
familv on whose cstate we set up. Then came fried
chicken, grand french fired potatoes, hot biscuits, a
gorgeous salad, crepe souzette, and coffee. Brandy and
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ling, Tate of the LXII German Army Corps. The wite

and daughter of the estate joined us. These brave ladies.

were running the farm as the husband-father was ab-
sent in Germany. So many times we encountered this
situation. Sometimes the absent one had become a
prisoner of war in 1940, sometimes it had been a mere
case of kidnapping or impressment during the interven-
ing years. [ would like someday to tour that beautiful
country and revisit the, I hope, reunited families who
befriended us and so many of our aviators who had been
forced to land here before liberation.

We began to pick up these stranded Hlyers about this
time and it has always been a regret that we could not
have done more for them. The press of getting on ahead
and maintaining the integrity of the Force was para-
mount and consumed our eve thought and our full
time and energy. We could feed these lads, however,
and evacuate them, but that was about all. On the
whole, the men were in good condition, the French
having done a splendid job caring for and protecting
them. As for the French themse%ves, in this section
they were well nourished and reasonably well clothed
but distraught with anguish, both personal and na-
tional.

Our second night in turn was quief. Qur high pow-
ered radio from. Corps arrived and we were in contact
—and [ was repotting every two hours. The traffic was
all one way, excepe for the message that told me some
of my patrols yesterday morning %ad been overly cau-
tious. The aviator who made this report was the one
who had just arrived and when I showed him this mes-
sage he was very sheepish and full of stammers. I let it
go at that. He was an intelligent young man and one
lesson was enough.

[ was desperate for instructions. [t might be disastrous
for a force such as mine to just sit, deep in enemy. ter-
ritory. [ turned in after midnight without receiving the
message I thought must come at any moment. [nforma-

tion of enemy dispositions kept building up. There was

an outpost south of Grenoble. There was a mobile
force in or about Grenoble: There was a large garrison
—“many hundred,” in Gap. Which way was | to go?
[ wanted to get there.

Before turning in [ made arrangements for my
operations officer, Major Kermit R. Hansen of Omaha,
to take off at frst light, shnrtly after five, in the
liaison plane for Corps, if by that time no word had
come as to our future movements. Promptly at five the
efficient and dependable Hansen woke me and told me
nothing had come in from Corps. He and my aviator
friend were off in a jiffy. I figured that with good luck
Hansen could be back from Corps by ten but evaluar-
ing all factors involving travel and a Corps Head-
quarters, [ really did not expect him back until noon.
However, [ did anticipate that his visit might produce
radio orders that would reach me sooner.

In the meantime, orders or no orders. there was work
to be done. The artillery cub spotted some German

T emMwass Gt O ALeLbdELLEE CULUWLLLLL
‘southward a few kilometers below Grenoble. Our m
such as they were showed difficult country betweg
Aspres, some forty miles north of Sisteron, and Gy,
oble. Certainly the pass through the mountains Wag
not to be given to German arms merely through ing,
tion and want of orders. I therefore gave instructione
to extend our outpost line to Col de la Croix Haute on
the Mountain Road between Aspres and Grenoble any
took provision to make this outpost a good SLrong gne
including infantry and artillery. We gained the pass
long before the Germans approached it, and by armoreg
patrols kept the enemy close to Grenoble. The country
was so rough and 'mountainous that vehicular move
ment was confined to roads. The enemy outpost ywag
located and routes reconnoitered which would have
permitted the infantry to have taken the position from
the rear, We were at the gates of Grenoble and had the
plan set to crash the gate.

Ten o'clock passed; noon passed, and still neithey
radia from Corps nor Hansen. In the meantime, the sit.
uation in the vicinity of Gap needed attention. To be
taken by surprise is as unpardonable as is the sin of pass-
ing opportunity for initiative to the enemy. The adage
of my old division commander and dear friend, Charles
W. (Doc) Ryder, is sound; “No Man’s Land i
our Land.” We knew Gap was outposted and we knew
there was a sizable German garrison in the town. We
knew also that the chances were very strong that the
Germans in Gap still were in ignorance of our prox-
imity. At least they had apparently sent out neither
patrols nor agents. The Maquis were all ears now—and
so were our men. Information of any movement came
quickly to me.

Under these circumstances I decided to send 2 strong
patrol towards Gap “to protect the right fank of the
Force.” Aside from its garrison, Gap was critical to us in
view of the network of roads that converged there. The
patrol was built around Troop A and was the miniature
of an armored division. Early in the afternoon the out-
post position was located and successfully overrun. The
Germans were caught flat footed and surrendered with-
out firing a shot as the light tanks crashed across the
trenches. Apparently there was no communication be-
tween the outpost and the garrison and the latter re-
mained undisturbed in its Sunday afternoon’s leisure.

The attacking Eorce'quickly and quietly was moved
into position to assault the town. Gap is quite a siz-
able town surrounded by hills. Even with partisan sup-

port a fight in the town would be long and costly and.

an ordeal for the civilians. Captain Brown once more
took it upon himself to try his hand at talking and
drove in a jeep to the German Barracks, Fe explained
to the commandant that a superior armored force was
prepared to attack, and furthermore sixty Flying Fort-
resses were gassed and bombed up to hit the town on
calll The Germans again showed their fear of the Ma-
yuis and wanted to haggle and bargain, of which
Brown would have none. He broke off negotiations,
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withdrew a short distance, and called for fice. By ar
rangement, forty. rounds of 105 HE landed in the bar-

o, racks area in less time than it takes to tell. That was
& enough. White fHags appeared all over. Brown went in

and accepted the surrender—and then pandemonium
broke. The French were hysterical.

The denouement of this happened without my
knowledge. [ maintained headquarters back in Sisteron
waiting for a radio from Corps or at least Hansen's re-
turn.- No radio came, ten o'clock came, twelve o'clock
came, two o'clock came. We worked Corps on the radio
and asked if Hansen had arrived. I never did get a reply
to that query. Word came in from the Gap force that
the outpost had been overrun and that the elements
were deploying to take the town—and then silence from
there. I alérted the remainder (and by now minor ele-
ment) of the Force to be prepared to move to Aspres-
sur-Buech and took off for Gap myself.

If we were to go north, | would be that much farther
along. If I were to go west into the Rhone, we had now
determined that the only practicable route was eastward
from Aspres. Further, through our supply grapevine we
had a rumor that part of the 36th Division was begin-
ning to move up behind us, so therefore a move to
Aspres seemed the play.

T could not account for Hansen’s failure to return. I
feared that the plane had crashed. Leaving the CP en

route to Gap | received confirmation of the move of the

' 36th. On the road I met the Assistant Division Com-

mander, Brigadier General Robert 1. Stack, who was in
an uproar. On the basis of the report I had had via my
grapevine [ had sent back MPs to hold any northbound
traffic other than Force traffic at a certain point until
road clearance could be established. Under the exist-
ing conditions 1 had to have freedom of.movement on
the roads. Two columns do not mix well, especially
when one is armor. General Stack was terribly upset
that his column had been held up. His column was
some six jeeps of_staff, but I was greatly pleased to hear
that a combat team was following and would close in
Sistcron that night. This was the most welcome, in fact
the only, news of our side that had had in days. . ‘

[ explained the situation to Stack and asked him what
his orders were. “To go to Grenoble,” he said. I ex-
plained my predicament as to absence of orders. I told
Srack [ envied him the definiteness of his mission. [
could not account for his having received definite in-
struction hours ago while T who way directlv under
Corps was scurrying about on my own rather than sit
and let trouble brew. I was holding the bag.

Rushing, off towards Aspres and Gap. [ was soon
passed by an L-5, our ltaison plane. [ could not see the
Faces but Hansen spotted me on the road and set down

_' in the next field ahead. Was this a relief! But he had

no mission for us.

Shortly atter this my radio picked up a report from
Gap. The wwn had capitulated and we bagged 1500
supermen. Under the surrender, the German com-
muander was obliyed to ke patties to all outpasts and
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deliver them. This he did.. Reach'ing Aspres 1 tumegiea, and from there Highway 7 and the .ratilroad, the
Hansen loose with instructions to set up a CP therg®r™man line of retreat, runs north throug_h the narrow
and move the element of the force still at Sisteron on/'8¢ 2t Coucourde to Loriol near the influx of the

up to Aspres. Oh yes, the engineers were now with us, Pone and the Drome. The eastern points of the square
too. ‘ e Crest on the Drome and Charols on the Roubion.

Despité my order to proceed to Sisteron and therd the hills near the center the road junction of Mar-
await further orders, I had my force more dispersedi®i® is connected with Highway 7 by Condillac Pass.

now than it ever had been during the previous two da Jroop B established headquarters here near Marsanne
d swept two platoons south to the outskirts of Mon-

of the campaign. However, I believe it would have been?
limar. Thus the screen through the villages of Sa-

unpardonable to have left the Col de la Croix Haute’ >
to the Germans for the taking, and, equally, igasse—CondiHac—Minnande was forming, behind which
' t of the force was moving. Below the villages on

would have been foolhardy to have let word slip intg® I ;
the Germans in Gap so that they could organize them._{lghway 7 German traffic was heavy and the light

selves. If this were unsatisfactory to Corps, I was pte4;nks and armored cars immediately went into action.
pared to take the censure, “he confusion of the enemy as well as the destruction
When I reached Gap, I saw immediately why thetflicted was indescribable. Even German planes taking
radic had remained silent. The attac]dng'force wagt from the nearby airfield were taken “nc!ef fire.
swamped and beside itself organizing the prisoners andhortly after dark the enemy counterattacked in ’force
extricating itself from the population, wEich literally" Troop B was forced to draw back and consolidate,
had gone mad. I got more infantry in as quickly as put not before it had done mortal damage.
could. By midnight order was restored and our outposts The next troop in the column, Troop C, was pushed
beyond Gap had been established with dependablémight through Crest along the north bank of the
communications functioning all around. Yrome. This column reached the bridge near the mouth
Earlier in the day I had received a French officer, if the rver, to find it blown, but observed an enemy
Colonel Saint Savour at my CP at Sisteron. Officers ofelumn crossing by ford lower down near the conflu-

the old French Army were ceming in now and the ag"“® of the Drome and Rhone. One platoon drove to
he crossing, took the column under fire, destroyed the

sistance of these trained officers was invaluable. Thi® ' :
same officer came to my CP at Aspres late this Samgehlcles and blocked the ford. Another platoon'rnoved

night and, assuming a continued advance to the Northl‘orth on the main high'way‘ and broke into still another
he made all advance arrangements through the Maquig™®™¥ COlumf" Threading UERe 7 t.hrough the German
underground. He also took over Gap from me, angrucks and with all guns firing, this platoon destroyed
largely through his personal effort, order was reesta

pnd set afire over fifty vehicles. What the German per-
lished. It was not our function or mission to keep ordgonnel

losses were was never established. Here again the
in France, but for security and for free movement wenemy reacted at nightfall and it was necessary to con-
were much better off that way.

entrate the Troop for effective outpost duty in pro-
My French colonel was thoroughly familiar witF

ecting our right flank.

the country and very much concerned over the Co The bulk of the infantry battalion, the artillery and
Bayard north of Gap. We had not pushed out that tihe engineers followed closely in column and were
after taking Gap. 1 really felt that this was sound mifplaced in position to cover the Condillac Pass, west
tary advice that my colonel was giving me, though of Marsanne. This was my point of st.reng'th and
hated to disperse any part of my small force that mucghrough this pass I e:\'pected to cut the main highway.
There was the off chance too that my friend might pThat first night we did cut the road but were unable to
just a bit on the side of shadow sceing. As pre\;iousfdete“d the block. After a bitter fight we fell back onto
stated. if one were to act on all French information :

the pass. but the enemy was held at bay. This seesaw
this time, one would run his legs off in twenty diret“”mi”“d F(‘)r two days. We just did not have _[h“
tions at once. Nothing, however, could be done at thstrength to force and hold and we were too tenacious
hour of darkness, as it now was past eleven, but [ dit® be driven away from the high grou.nd above the
send for Colonel Flodge and instruct him to patrol rroad, which thus was always unde-r i aimed ﬁ"e-'
the pass as soon as it was light enough to see. I rurne Dark was closing in on us this fourth day ol our
in. Were we secure? Whither would we move? Whimission, and with darkness there was no respite in our
about the pass north of Gap: Was the enemy reiiactivity. On the move up and on arrival at the Mar-
forcing south of Grenoble? The last radio check nsanne pusition, my own small staff was completely oc-
ported all well. With that, and a new day showing gcupied. As for myself, I was concerned over the in-
the calendar, [ turned in. ’ fantry dispositions at Condillac and the plans there for
About Four oclock in the moming Coloncl Thethe night. The headquarters commandant of the Re-
dore J. Conway of VI Corps Headquarters arriveConnatssance Sq:m,dr()n had ”'i‘o“_’“ extreme J”dgm‘-‘m
with General Truscott’s instructions, Go wost, yout'? picking out CP’s to date 5o T instructed the Syuad-
man, go west! [t was to be the heights above Vonr 00 Cl)mmandt'r to have scl.cctcda Fmiition‘t’(’)r the “i‘%!“-
limar after all. and at this moment of dispersio When time finally came for me to "home” w the CP.

1ASK fURGE DU LLO6n: Sane il -

my heart sank and sank as I drove on in the datk and
followed my direction by the stars. As my heart went
down, my blood pressure went up. Reaching the CP 1
asked the squadron executive, the senior present, how
long it would take to move the CP. “Forty-five minutes,
Sir,” he replied. “You'll be out of here in ten” said I,
and out they were. The lad who selected the CP had
had a better sense of comfort and the aesthetic than he
had tactical judgment. He had picked out for our head-
quarters an ideal position for a key element in our out-
post system!

Troop A of the 117th closed in on us from Gap. that
night but the tanks and tank destroyers had been so
delayed by the slowness of the 36th making the reliefs
that they did not make it—and when they did, it was
almost too late. '

I still was shy some of my precious few infantry, a
company that I left behind in the Gap area. There be-
ing no engineer work in hand other than road demeli-
tions which the riflemen themselves would handle, I
attached the engineer company that night to the in-
fantry battalion. This was the first experience these
men had had near or under fire and it was indeed their
first exposure to enemy contact. It was a sad night for
them. As a result of their own buck fever they
shot themselves up and suffered more casualties than
the infantry. However, -as American troops will, the
unit survived to eventually accomplish first rate work
as infantrymen,

In 2 note I received from General Truscott, in ad-
dition to giving me my mission of seizing the high
ground north of Montelimar, he told me that my ac-
tion was to be such as to give the impression to the
Germans that an armored division, or at least a major

ttion of an armored division, was operatiﬁg in their
rear. This I believe I did for in the next days the enemy
reaction was fierce and determined. Just how to evalu-
ate actual relative strength to that of an armored division
calls for many processes of arithmetic—ratio of men,
ratio of tanks, ratio of guns, and ratio of guns to men
to tanks, Off-hand I would say [ had available to me
from % to % of the fighting strength of an armored di-
Vvision.

There is a vast difference between getting an advance

uard of light, fast-moving armor into an enemy strong:
hold, and in having a stranglehold on that enemy. Our
light force had gotten on to its position and was dish-
ing out destruction by the barrel. But for how long? The
Third Army learned to in its break-through from
Normandy that it was one thing to get a reconnaissance
platoon into the outskirts of Brest, and another thing—
in that instance, another forty-odd days of hard fighting
—to master the enemy force.

The German is a fine soldier. By the time the Ameri-
cans entered this war he was an expericnced veteran.
Where there was the will, he reacted quickly. soundly
and cffectivelv to an emergency. When he so acted,
there was hell to pay. This, many high and intermedi-
ate American commanders never knew, appreciated,
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or understood. They were too far away from the reali-
ties of the battlefield. This in turn is as it should be for
had it been otherwise, the impossible never would have
been demanded—and having been demanded, never
‘would have been achieved by groggy, dazed, hungry
and battle weary troops. _

IF T had had an armored division at the time, I be-
lieve the 19th German Army would have been annihi-
lated. Even had the 36th Division swung in behind
| me rather than continue north to Grenoble the effec-
' tiveness of my position would have been enhanced by
' geometric progress. As it was, the Germans were build-
'q ing up against me faster than were our forces building

| whole of the 36th and part of the 45th Division were

| ' pushing at the escape route and still dismounted enemy

- personnel were escaping. As the main highway became

blocked with wreckage and death the Germans topok

| to paths and lanes between the highway and the river

and it was humanly impossible to block movement by

| | day, much less by night. But our fire took an appalling
toll.

I Morming of the fifth day broke and we were still in-

| tact. This was to prove a field day for the artillery and 2

nightmare in broad daylight for the command. Had

there been greater infantry strength, a position closer

to Montelimar could have been secured and held, but

with the force available the best tactical distribution

seemed to be that which we had. OQur small ground-

holding element, the essential doughboy, was best

il used in the positions covering the Condillac Pass. The

outposts of the cavalry were well located as points from

which patrols could operate and from which heavier

| elements could Function to deliver direct fire on the

visible roads. Protection of the left flank along the

I Roubion was assigned to the Cavalry. The front was

long and it could be covered by patrols only. The force

coming in from Gap and the Col de la Croix Haute

was directed to Puy St. Martin where, upon arrival, it

11! was to constitute-the Force reserve under the command

753 Tank Battalion. Our artillery cubs (two now) be-
' sides spotting for the guns were keeping an eve to the
I south to assist the cavalry in watching the long line of
| the Roubion.
Although we did not hold the main east bank high-
il way along the Rhone during the daylight hours of the
22nd, little lived 1o escape on that road. The artillery
| covered the road in the vicinity of Montelimar as well
| as the streets therein, Tanks, tank destrovers, armored
cars, even ground mounted 57's of the infantry were
pouring aimed fire at the dense traffic. In addition the
59th Armored Artillery by exceilent shooting and good
luck bagged several trains and the railwav on the east
hank was blocked. We never were able to block the
west bank road or railway, bur touched it up plenty.
[ ' Fven the "flak wagons” with the artillery bartalion got
in on the shooting.
| Among the successful targets of the artitlerv that first

I up. Before the battle was over, some ten days later, the

of Licutenant Colone! Joseph G. Felber, the CO of the

morning were two railway artillery trains. And
show those trains put on as cars burned and ammy
tion blew up. I always wanted to see what was lef,
the tracks where these trains stood. but never had ¢
opportunity to satisfy my curiosity. -
The Germans were probing everywhere. Eady ;
the afterncon we got a real scare. Five Mark V hnt- i
supported by panzer grenadiers succeeded in Crossip |
the Roubion neat Cleon. Troop A fought skiﬂfulll:
knocking out several of the supporting vehicles, bz;
became cut off and surrounded. The Germang ey,
worked into Puy St. Martin, where Felber had his hea(i.!
quarters. This was the time and place to use my Tesery.
and, anticipating enemy power in this area, this wag
location I had picked out from which the reserve yu I8
to operate. But the slowness of the relief at Gap had g il
layed this vital element of the command. It still wag g I
the road. The tank destroyers that Felber had dif}
excellent work and stemmed the advance. More powe I
was needed. One platoon of Troop A still was cut gf}®
and had lost two armored cars and three jeeps. Duey !
the hilly nature of the country we could not raise oy
advancing column by radio. Its commanding officet
had driven on ahead and was at the CP. Now th
Germans were between us and his troops. He estimated
the column could not be more than thirty minutes frag
the point where they would contact the enemy. For
warned would be forearmed. Qur only chance of com
munication was a dropped message from a cub. An il
lery plane was called in, given the message, dropped it §
and our rescue column arrived for a movie finish. The
German tanks which had crossed the Roubion were de
stroyed, the infantry were driven back and on the soutije:
bank several fires burned merrily where our guns hal
found trucks and light vehicles. It was a good hones
fight. The reserve had arrived in the nick of time
Enemy identifications made in this encounter showed
we were up against the 11th Panzer Division. As “Sally
and George,” the German broadcasters of Anzio dags
would say, “Danger Ahead!” The 11th proved to bel "
very tough cookies here and on several later occasions
on the VI Corps route to Germany. -
When this situation was in hand I sent for my asit
lery commander to determine his ammunition sttt
He quoted me a stock of around sixty rounds per g

€3 Mmoo

_,-}
/

This was much lower than had been indicated to me P " __
earlier. I thereupon set a reserve of fifty rounds per gut e = T =
to be used on my clearance only. Just to add to ™ {’JA SitvaTionN M&P,j‘#

sense of security, half an hour later McLean, the ﬂ{til'
lery commander, reappeared with the humble infet}
mation that a gun by gun check showed 25 rounds P&t
gun on hand! Fire had ceased! The 105's of the 117t
were short too. Already Hattox was concentrating 0
ammunition, but how soon would it arrive? :

Closer to Montelimar Troop B had had a lively dati
of it with German patrols poking at it incessantly. Al
were turned back without too much penetration. Sof
unaccompanied enemy tanks broke into the rear af®
but no crews survived to return. More 11th Panzed
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e L  TASK FORCE BUTLER:.PART II
1 ’ ) N

¢ ' is i in which the 11th
1 intact. bi - about 200 Maquis. This is the sector in w
nightfall the sector was stll intact, but what of the mor Panzers made their first attack. Today we were better

. rTOW? - ed and had our full force. The attack was spotted . |
rov-}roop C, protecting the northGﬂaﬂl%al:O“g::;;Dis C;‘:g (l):egfirrl;zii reached the Roubion and broke:} ﬁp son;)ewsat EvinF : 1\24':2)11 A: elim f;l T i . iﬁanc e
now had lt.lhe ;:lompl?ehAssg;lt Tltlenlog's E:vere deliver- by artillery fire. What was left of the attdck was broken Date: o
enjoyed the shoot of the day.

] t of Loriol and up by our tanks and tank destroyers. It was a short fight, Tocation with Preface:
columns west of

ing aimed fire at enemy

On 21 August 1944 the 117th Cavalry
. in, and the Panzers took a Reconnaissance Squadron (Mecz.), the key part of Task Force
: e of 2500 yards. Firing high explosive and  good co’;.nmumcathﬂS were 1 Butler, VI Corps, was directed to block enemy routes of enemy
at a rang these guns accounted for hundreds of ve- s}}enad‘mg'_ brewing, Colonel John W. withdrawal up the Rhone Valley in the vicinity of the Montelimar
P}_losphoru_s ise ” ablaze and sending occupants scur- While this fight wasI El'e‘:’ S ived and reported Gap. The Squadron occupied the high ground and established a line
hicles setting ¢ emdaars of the troop were closer in and  Harmony of the 14lst é‘ a r{‘mmediatfﬂy gave him through the villages of Savasse, Condillac, Mermande with points
rying. The a-“ﬁorﬁ (c:l mounted enemy with machine-  bis column approaching Fe“‘ : enoth on the north established in Montelimar. In the valley below, along highway 7,
further harried t i }lfeﬂv enemy movement could be  his dispositions. wax?ted extra f,trl-lisg;:annon ol i the advance elements of the German XIX Army (191h) weze o e
| gun fire. That mg]dtb oymillei-y firing until ammu-  flank and instructed him to attach force and sently moving northward. The armored cars, light tanks and assult guns
hgqrd. There coul Sutin the night when the resup-  tank companies to the Drome nverone e battalion opened a devastating fire on the German column causing utter
| B a-gm;' h artgille interdicted the ford field officer to cgmmand this 5}‘:5“}’5‘}1 ound south g8 confusion. The Squardon moved with such speed the Germans were
| ply finally arrive éeher ke\:y oints. Numerous fires 1 directed to seize and holdf ek 1':%1 gmain highvway caught completely by Surprite. This was o' pevfors corminy erton.
Il across the Drome antziions w-ei getting results. Condillac and ph'ys:callyhboc”asi o i ,egimefmt Had the planned reinforcements, consisting of the 36th Infantry
: P mdlcated‘the concentr bly quiet and nothing tran-  With this ac:comphsheq,t enei deive the Cerntdl Division, been able to be there at that time it is possible that
| ' The night was rea_s?nagy i however, the troops. was to launch a battalion S D commanidl the XIX German Army could have been overwhelmingly distroyed at
| spired to lead to a crisis VZ;IEWE August, the eighth  defenses back into Montelimar and occupy and i that time. Even a part of the reinforcements for the Squadron
' were tiring. This was th? s Otmo ngr’ue much of ing ground immediately covering the town could not possibly be there for several days. Therefore, it was
day of continuous action _3_‘-" El‘herg'v.vﬂs the exhilara-  northern exits. dau up to the Cavalry to fight with all it had. However, the enemy
| the tinEme had bei?rll]- meri zlnéln;%&vance which serves asa  During the moning the 36th Dﬁ“g‘%tgeznig?;:;g was fl ust as determined to keep their Army's escape route to the
tion of accomplishmen ; ers. :ved. This very situation ha north opened.
stimulant of incomparable efficacy on] t::;ld S?»Ir'idtl}fz- ?)150(;‘;;2’;1 Truscott l};efore I left the beachhegd an(% On the 22nd of August Troop A, commanded by Captain Thomas C.
Troops can be worn to a bone by a proong The eves in the event things worked out along these h_nes’. Piddington had the mission to protect the left flank or southern
<o foht. The | nt faces will appear. The ey in the eve g 4 f the 36th. Major : :
ing fight. The long, gau kthrough and sprint  would pass under the command of the Y line of the Task Force to the east of the Montelimar sector along
. will begin to pop. B‘{‘ mak_eabrea ‘ Irto- ga remarkable  General John-E. Dahlquist, the commander of the ktd the Rubicon River with strong points at Charols and Cleon.
| and the most tired will be in the van. Itis arrived with just such instructions. However, he'as ie1 After Troop A secured the approaches to the east of Montelimar,
| ,\’ human reaction. . soni how me to continue direction of the action until later in the = strong attack by a German nechanized force at Cleon with heavy
| Be that as it may, the men were begmn;?ghw’lfh e day while he was absorbing the situation and getting patrols moving on all road nets. All three platoons were heavily
i the effects of the ;traizl- The mor.aleh“?; gr:ir{d Head organized. I explained my plan and he asked for no engaged.
I r was a thought of giving an inc e '
i 2§feevery enemygthru's}t‘ be;r} }tl“mEd 2?1‘:5{? vlillﬁe:ff;g ChaLr:;%:Sin.the afternoon, after the Division éwad ta{(,eﬁ Individuals involved in actions at the Montelimar area.
1 air. Then too, the “high comm the battalions and watche
| g:ittt};:. The whole Force was in hand. Thanks to the over’ll ;ﬁadzﬁzrtgu;}dtﬁi battalion attempting to ad- l. 3rd Platoon, Lt. Rodaler, Platoon Leader, was cut off at
| actillery battalion we had wiredtileghone :Ot';‘;fcgfntﬁz S,LOSEEYOE; T\/Iontelimar. I had been misled l-,is to the 1?’ Charols and the platoon continued to fight in small piece meal
: ‘or units. Further, word had com : : KT d the attack was poorly sections:
| || ‘:111]0:;\1;0([ would receive a regiment of the 36¢h. Som_e- cation Ofdt}“e Sau;};s:’;?l(.l ?tmlzoked to me then, and Sgt. Mike Aun, armored car section engaged a germen armored
how or other this regiment, the 1+1st [rvxfantr}", W;‘S n - organize “zinto Ee a fact, that our attack had run hc;ad column of vehicles from a well selected, _undetected position on
Grenoble and was doubling back to me immediately. hte.r PEQVE, man advan’ce in this sector. The situation the right flank of the column. By superior marksmanship and
b Incidentally, the trip of [41st Regiment from Gre- on mtol‘l‘ . lved. with the Germans in my judgment courage to stay his groun,d he destroyed eighteen (18) enemy
I ble to Marsanne is one of those things that can hap- waS_b’d( o/ A it The 141sc had not vet reache vehicles. This helped at the beginning to cause confusion among
I e i 0:“ fhe tegiment’s route practically paralleled  having the be:tcr_ol_lt-,_ d this had been cut through the enemy forces facing Troop A, 117th Cavalry. By hit-run tactics
| I1 p}fn in x“‘ l’ the rct?cuting Germans and passed within  the cavaley outpost‘nff'. d:ﬂ ) habting well. My i all over the area the enemy thought we were a superior force.
i the rg}utc uIE i airhield which was well protected by but the plataons were int Goneral Dat;'lqui“ was that Sgt. Aun had my approval to destroy his equipment and retreat to
I gun ts 1{019101 i guns. For two days our patrols  mediate rccummund;ﬁmr;]t‘()_ t.‘_‘mm reorganize and dig the hills if necessary. Instead he fought gallantly and foxed the
| | 3 o 1);1- ll o with this ficld, and with noteworthy — the attack.bc stopped, tdL I}T Y e e be witll enemy. He was ‘courageous soldier. ‘
I| had bc::n gucinei Bliss and down came the 36th  in on their position, and t L'[‘(i" el Cpl. Herman, Half Track Leader, reported to me at my CP west
succcss;.[gm)mnlk_c ,l-hwitl.\()ut an incident. drawn through the infantry. Lhis “_”}pi;,wum tion of Cleon, France with enemy information so important to the task
| convoy into our lines bie th(; next day. [ expected an The real story of chc_Fnrc'c t-.!l"‘ld:i “’11”[11,[ u..“.i;m ”[; o force and me. He worked his way thorugh approximately 500 german
| We were set (OIS ! i[in:'q‘nut[{ost positions. if  of command by the 36th Dmsmn. 1{, ]mms n o ol infantrymen (about a battlaion Size unit). In order to accomplish
attack in any one :}tkmt f—"} . enemy was verv inter-  command was o advance inland and ti.cn.m h‘rh'i\,-‘[hc this he had to hide his half track. Cpl. Herman indicated to me
; not in all three. We n}“}‘ tt]l,t L If he could break hold the high ground north of Monte mn]l{r.‘ o he could bring his half track safely though the enemy lines, Isaid
i ' ested in our cxtrt‘lve . ‘{t [11;1 '.I'llt‘ Condillac sector  Force did. The morning after the 36{1‘3 tm_)r} Ln“:lni[q ; ol Ranabrehdiii just that. Herman was a fine soldier with courage
: ‘; 'rh."mqh e “ljr: :itn: c.nouuh the Montelimar  General Dahlquist di__ssnlvcd.tb-t‘!‘ FUYLC- luﬂnwcl\'t‘f- and great spirit.
| Sl L \P“)E u\l't v¢ Troop s exeeution vester- such went back to d:rcgt Division .w?t.mlli;ccvgd s
fl"”“-'r ;L'Lf‘ﬂ‘—itl{ tlt;ﬁL:;tL‘d :r()u1>le Ithurc ' ' later the same day, the Corps commander ¢ '
\ dav ar Locol ¢ expe )

. WL, . . . -n[-hu
y i ; . reconstituted and in a tashion it was.
e first wrion of the dav came o our left flank in thf: .Cymup hg rﬁ%:l)nsntu‘tgic L et
ity of 1 Troop A now had attached to it original units did not ¢ .
the vicinity of Cleon, Troop . '




Personal observations by Captain Thomas C. Piddington, Commanding

Lt. Rodaler, Platoon Leader, was cut off from his scattered officer, Troop A, 117th Cavalry Reconnasence Squadron (Mechanized).

i platoon after a sharp firefight but was able to work his way

through german lines to my CP. He had been wounded as his face Signed: v . I
l was filled with pieces of shrapnel and metal apparently from a B N T St

potatoe masher type grenade. He wanted to return to the fray. Thomas C. Piddington
I Rodaler passed through the enemy lines again, and eventually Captain 0425249

assembled his whole platocon with very little lose of equipment and
i causalities., He was a very fine brave officer. Several months
later he was killed in action.

port de Bonet and defended a bridge. He was in a severe firefight

and needed help. By his tenacity and courage he kept the enemy

(il armored column at bay. I organized all my people in Troop headquartep

to assist him. Eventually I was able to get the Task Force to

Ih support him with a medium tank unit. However, by then Cronin had
things in control. He did a superior job and showed great courage.

1
“ 2. 1st Platoon Lt. Ken Cronin, Platoon leader, was backed up near

| Sgt. Joe Poirier, Troop A, Supply Sargeant, was placed in
charge of a provisional armored section (1 armored car, 2 jeeps, 1
half Track) from the remants of Troop A Headquarters. I stripped
l the entire CP keeping only my radios vehicles, and a maintenance
half track with my 1lst Sgt acting as executive officer. Poirier's
mission was to join Lt. Cronin of the 1lst Platoon and give him
what support he could. On the way near Manus he ran into a large
|} enemy armored column. With his small force he took cover in court
|

yard of a french type row house. . Camaflaged his vehicles with any

thing available such as flower pots, etc. He relayed the count
|\ of enemy vehicles, crews, etc. This was greatly needed and helped
|| us to further confuse the enemy. Sgt. Poirier reported personally
' to me dressed in a french cloths with black beret with detailed
enemy information. He showed great initiative, imagination,
judgment and courage. In the meantime the 1lst Platoon received
medium tank suport. .

2nd Platoon, Lt. Carl Ellison platoon Ellison was defending,

Cleon which was only a few miles south of the all important i
command post at Butler's Task Force and the 117th Cavalry HQ
along with the Task Force's vital supply dumps. The platoon had

= | engaged a mechanized enemy column attempting to enter the small I
|| town of Cleon. I personally observed Lt. Ellison with a mounted

1 machine gun jeep dash up one street, fire at the approaching

' enemy, then switch to another street and do the same thing. He
-.1 did this repeatedly. This caused considerable confusion to the

4 enemy. Again, they thought we had a vast superior force. ~ Eventually
|

we gave Ellison 105 artillery support which interdicated the main
enemy approach to Ellison position. His forward observation of -
“ the effect of the fire was superior. Again he served as an outstandiii
leader in all areas., He was a fine brave soldier. He had inititive
and staying ability on the battle field. There is no doubt in my
' mind that if Ellison failed to cause this superior enemy force to
| turn back that the Command Post and supply dumps would have been |
wiped out in a short period of time. Several months later he was
‘ killed in action, too.
I
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) ARMY 3ERVICE FORCES

i Bighth Service Command

”, i Army Service Foress Traininz Center
L Camp Claiborne, Louisiana

|
| (ASHFTCA) 31 August 1945
' SURJECT: Recommendation for Unit Citation

TO: Commanding Officer .
117th Cavalry Heconnaissance Squadron
| APO 788
| ¢/o Postmaster
il Yew York, ¥.Y.

1. It is desired by the undersigned that the necessory rapers and
' documents bs prepared for a Unit Citation for the 117th Cavalry Recon-
naissange 3quadron for its participation in the operations of the so-

| czlled Task Force Butler, The necessary records are not available for
this recommendetion to bes prepared locally and the request is made,
therefore, that if favorably ceonsidered by the Commanding Officer of

the 117th Cavalry Reconpaissance Sguadron, recommendation and supporting
| papers be prepared in his Ueadguarters and forwarded to me for present-
ation to the War Department.

2. The recommendation should stress the bold azgressive
reconnaissance that the squadron made, the long distanoc=s thet it opsrated
in small units behind the enemy's lines and the difficulties of supply
and sommmnicetion. It should be stressed further that the squadron
| supplied the commmications and Headguarters control for the Task Force, i»&ﬂm
' 4 number of prisoners taken including special mention of the high ranking’
' . personnel captured should also be made. No hesitation should be made in
the recommendation that the success of the operation is due largely to

the aggresgive gction of the squadron.

| 3. It will be apprsciated if I be supplied with the present address
of Colonel Hodge in order that I may communicate with him for additional
desails and assistance when the requesting papers sre received by ne.

V= v gziaﬂeai,«fi:;;;>
= . ; ol +,.r-
B RRLER; -

Brigadier General, USAi
Deputy Commander
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|
: Wast Orange, New Jersey ;
HEADQUARTERS VI CORPS 98 4
APQ 48, U. 8. Army

31 Aurust 1944 supject: Recommendation for Unit Cltation
To: Brig. Gen. F.B. Butler, Deputy Commander
Bight Service Command,
Army Services Porces Training Center,
Camp Clagborne,Louisiana

{ 5 Ly dear Colonsl Hodge:
Pelae g

I. In pursuance of Army Regulations based upon your recommsndations .
the enclosed documents and supporting maps are submitted for '
recommendation of a Unit Cltation for the II7th. Cavalry Reconnalssance
Squadron {mecz.) for their actions in combat while participating as part
of the "Butler Task Force" in the invasion of Southern France during the i

period I5-30 August I944.

_ - I wish to pass on to you and your officers eand men
the hign esteem I have for their assistance in the recent opera-
tions of the so-termed Provisional Armored Group. Your men
sgsarh?&ﬁed the advancs, engaged in critieal combat and supplisd
essential communications, all with credit %o themselves and o
their organizetlion. It is no examggeration to state that this
success ful ‘opsration can be attribubed largely to the assistance
. your organization rendersd. ' '

2 The IL7th. Cav. Ren., Sq. landed with the assault echelons of

the 3rd.,36th.,and 45th, Infantry Divisions on the enemy held beaches

of Southern France shortly after "H" Hour,I5th, August I944, Upon ;

completing the missions assigned to the various elements of the squadron, i

the unit was assembled in the vicinity of Le Muy,France I7th. August 1944. |

Orders were received from VI @orp attaching the squadron to the Provisional |

Armor Group under command of Brig. Gen. F.B.Butler,Deputy Corp Commander, ., !

Utilizing the splendid radio facilities of the squadron,General Butler Ii
|
|

.. I wish you would take ocoasicn at the sarliest opportunity

ST - : ol - . . OL
LSBT L toeequalnt your officers and men with my appreciastion and to
" express to them my hearty thanks. -

| : ! ik Verv sincerely 'yours . ; - -
g superimposed his small staff on that of the squadron staff for means of

control,operations and communication both to higher and lower echelons,

Making full use of the capabilities of the light and fas¥t
armored reconnaissance units of the squadron,these patrols by their bold
and aggressive actions,thoroughly disorganized and disrupted the enemy's
| communications and prevented any semblance of an orderlyretreat or
withdrawal. Soon outstripping its own lines of communication and supply
4 the squadron,employing its tremendous fire power and extreme moblility
combined with acute resourcefulness and daring of its leaders,soon

) overran thousands of square miles of Southern France. Many towns and
: 1 villages were liberated from the long years of the enemy's hold,

P ATV IR e R

y During the first day of operation of the Provisional Armor
o, Group the squadron affected the capture of the Commanding General of the

: German LXITI Coxp along with his entire staff. On the following day,the
I9th, of August I1944,elemengs of the squadron seigzed another German
General Officer.

R =

The squadron penetrated more than I25 miles from the beach
- head in a few days. On the 20th, of August,one troop of the squadron
oy bold and aggressive action forced the surrender of the entire garrison
& of T500 enemy soldiers with its commanding officer in the town of Gap.
pes : The American force did not consist of more than I40 men and officers.

e T

| - (1)
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Proposed Citation

) Taking advantage of the favorabl i i i .
demoralized state of confusion within theer;iizlgﬁltiétgigggnfﬁﬁdstne
penetrated deeper into the heart of the enemy's territory.Théus;ndguahmw The IITth Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron
@erman prisoners were captured and hindreds of pieces of enemy equi o sor 2 FT
were destroyed. | phmmt;ftion against the
Within four days the squadron advanced over IS0 miles into eness o - Provisional Armor Group under Command of Brig, Gen. FP,.B. Butler,
en?u 1I7th Cav Ren. Sq. spearheaded an amazing advance from the beachhead

held territory succeeding in reachin j i .
; ; g the junction of the Rh Yl ehe
Rivers before the main elements of the retreating I9th. GermggeAigg Drf?.j'VI Corp -north through enemy territory to cover IS0 miles within four
» Terdl 5. The bold,aggressive,courageous, and. continuous action of the squadron
inst German communications and supply

the enemy was caught by complete surprise : :
X : as evident by the routi N

offs from the airfield just north of Montelim i lne Take FEMT  sast a

ar which resulted L flicted heavy and disastrous damage agal :

%ﬁrmgﬁ plaggs being hit by patrols. As the route along the e;stlgagivg?mm:ﬁutes,and so disrupted the German I9th Army that thelr efforts at orderly

frgm hgggerlzerdwas Ehe last escape route remaining to the,oxrders recei,_';treat were paralyzed.
eadquarters was to b Vi
ever possible. lock and out thls escape route WheXCu
The German I9th Army was s :

A pearheaded by the crack and i

gg:gé P;g%;gtaézéiéqn wgﬁ o§%$§s were to keep the escape route O;Zisg%m;_

: ing the h. Squadron pressed their attack o

iﬁg gziezgieogomggiti}n the this superior attacking enemy force igigﬁgld
A elimar until reinforcements arrived from the 36th,

{mecz) is recommended
of duty in
part

Despite fatigue from three days of continued fighting and patrolling

| sy secure the beachhead,the II7th Cav. Ren. Sq. launched a thres pronged
sssault against a known enemy Corps position on the morning of I8 August I944.
e attack was pressed with such vigor,speed and daring that Troop "C" broke
mrough the 1line of defense and captured the entire Corps staff,including

the commander,Lt. Gen. Neuling.That afternoon Capt. Omer Brovn of Troop "E"
drove into town by himself and with spectacular audacity forced the surrender
8¢ a garrison pf 150 enemy soldiers.The following day at Digne in a brilliant
B II?th3-cghro§ghout the entire operation of the Provisional Armor Grotd sxample of manuvering and fire fighting,60’men ﬁrom T;ooP_"B" forced ‘the -
bd . v. Ren. Sq. by its display of discipline and a high state'f Surrender of a garrison of 600 german soldiers including its commanding office

raining was able to operate more than I50 miles from its source of 9L Brigadier General. Meanwhile,Troop MA" was similarly engaged at Chateau Arnc
with the greatest possible operational combat results.sngaging th SUPBEE Shere 1t shelled a garrison of I50 enemy into submission. By now the group
gperever he could be found and inflicting heavy and d{sastioui da;aegmu';‘is peyond radio communication distance from Corps neadquarters,had advanced
is commrunications and supplies,this force made it possible for thegra;i rotected supply route of

and astounding advance of VI Co ) h ;
~ rp.Although suffering from fati oI dron continued the advance and the next day,captured
continuous operation day and night,never once did tﬁe SPiri% é§u$1{§0$0 %ons of supplies,and by a daring show of strength and fire power:despite dwind

engage the enemy ever falterby the officers and men of the squadron_Att5H=&1ng ammunition supplies,one troop again forced the surrender of a stubborm

repeatedly against namerically stronger enemy forces and superior tanks i force of I200 enemy at the town of Gap. Brders were

of the enemy,th a ghﬂ-greatly superior 2 d .
e squadron pressed theil ; - | secceived by cub plane SO ot on 2 August I944 in a rema D e ond Soectacule
every means at their disposal. eir attacks to destroy the enemy with s | ed by P ug p

‘dash the entire squadron drove seventy miles to the west in six hours and
fhrew itself into the pass north of Montelimar to stop the retreating

19th German Army.
For eight days the squ

90 miles.But the squa

By their aggressive actions the members of the II7th. Cav. Ren. &

contributed i
mmeasurably toward the successful operation of the Provisions sdron was committed to action against greatly

Armor Group, thereby reflecting great credit-
military service. S ROCNZRUTA SRS S I=nEl i Superior enemy forces,but by advancing to points where weapons could engage
— the enemy in direct fire,by constant and brilliant manwuvering,by unceasing
g jS;E;ﬁ” &2 patrolling and probing,and by using every available man and vehicle the
ﬁﬁfuﬁﬁéifﬂiigﬁbt? '(-#ﬂ’, ®nemy was contained,harassed and reduced until reinforcements could arrive.
Enol's §2f°é§1f'c§§§§§; . In four days the IL7th Cav. Ren. Sq. covered I90 road miles against
1. D t.'l Commanding Upposition,captured more than 3500 prisoners,liberated approximately 6645
2. Pe ai accgunt.of operations "Butler Task Force. Square miles of French territory,killed hindreds of the enemy,dimolished
7 Sroposeq Citation | Scores of their vehicles and material,captured tons of vital supplies,permitte
- Supporting maps. | the rapid advance of the VI Corps,and prevented the withdrawal of the major ’
Part of the German I9th Army. At no time during this ackion did the strength

, : 9T the squadron exceed 650 men and officers.This amazing action in the face
9f fierce and numerically superior enemy opposition and despite great fatigue

1
f 2 brilliant achievement and upheld the highest traditions of the service
I aggressiveness,courage,resourcefulness and disipline,
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Operations of the II7th. Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron

in Southern France I5-30 August I944 against the I9th German Army,

The II7th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron (Mecz) was assigned
to the American Seventh Army in Italy I July I944 to prepare and
train for the invasion of Southern France. The squadron was attached
VI Corps for tactical operations and assembled in the vieinity of
Naples,Italy,for training from 5 July to 2 August I944.

The plan of employment of the squadron in the forthcoming
operation was to attach to each of the three infantry divisions
comprising VI Corps,a reinforced reconnaissance troop.Each such trogg
comprised a reconnaissance troop reinforced with one platoon of light

HEADQUARTERS
117th CAVALRY RECONNAISSANCE SQUADRON (Mecz) N. J.N. G,
Pleasant Valley Way
West Qrange, New Jersey

The strongest enemy resistance at the beaches was met by the
36th. Infantry Division and it was necessary %o land at an altermate
veach east of St. Raphael (6I0335). Troop "A"™ hit the beaches
immediately behind the assault waves and was soon engaged by the enemy.
The German resistance was fierce and determined however by nightfall
the troop outposted in the vicinity of(602%46).A number of casualties
was suffered by Troop "A" during the days encounters.

Sgquadron Headquarters landed in the vicinity of St Maxime and
{2 CP. vicinity (49521I3) by I500 hours.

I6 august I944 "D" plus I

Troop "A" advanced toward Le Muy (420390) meeting scattered
enemy resistance and contacted elements of the American air borne
troops which had dropped during the early morning hours of "D" Day.
Troop assembled late in the evening vicinity of Paget-sur-Argens (516377).

tanks and one section assault guns(M-7 IOSmmHowitzer).

On the 3rd of August 1944 ,Troop "A" was attached to the 36th Inf
DivisionfTroop “B" was attached to the 45th Infantry Division and
Troop "C" was attached to to the 3rd Infantry Division. Each troon
reported to their respective divisions and continued training to
perfect the combined teamwork of each of the division task forces.

All elements of the squadron less the rear echelon sailed from
Naples Harbor I3 August 1944.

I5 August I944 "D" Day

The invasion armada approached the shores of Southern France
on the early morning of the I5th of August I944, "H" Hour was 0800
and Troop "B" was the first unit of the squadron to land on the beach
Troop "B" landed with the initial assault waves of the 45th Division
Hour plus 70 minutes in the vicinity of St. Maxime (5I0230) and moved

rapidly inland. The troop screened the advance of elements of the 45t

Division meeting light enemy resistance. By nightfall had reachied the
vieinity of la Garde-Freinet (3502I5).

Troop "B" continuing to reconnoiter ahead of elements of the
45th. Division admanced toward the northwest,reaching points at
Leluc(220295)and Vidauban (3I5535). Enemy resistance continued to be
light and ineffective and by close of day a consideravle advance had
been made.

Troop "C" made the longest advance of the day,moving due west
protecting the right flank of the 3rd. Division which was moving along
the coast road toward la Londe-les-Maures (I70008). Troop "C" advanced
along the axix Grimaud west toward Collobrieres (225119). During the
early afternoon the 2nd. platoon reached Pierrefeu (092I00) and
shortly thereafter started to shell the airport at (072I25) and soon
captured it intact,By dark the leading platoon had advanced as far
west as Cuers (030II2) and sent patrols to the north and south.

I7 Auzust 1944 "D" plus 2

The squadron was ordered to assemble in the vicinity of Le Muy
and by early afternoon all units were closed in andbivousce in the
area of La Motte (384313)., Orders were received attaching the IITth.
Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron %o the Provisional Armor Group. The

The landings of the >rd. Division were temporarily held up due ®lsquadron's mission was to act as spearhead for the task force whieh

a large sandbar which prevented the assault craft from approaching

the assigned beaches.However the sandbar was soon breached and Troop
landed with the assault waves at "H" Hour plus 5 hours south of St.
Tropez (5I3II2). Rapidly advancing inland,elemengs of the troop met
determined enemy resistance in the vicinity (440I78) and in a sharp

engagement had a armored car knocked out and destroyed. The troop |

moved northwest and by dark had reached the vieinity of Grimaud (3052

=

Was commanded by Brig, Gen. F.B.Butler,the deputy commander of VI
Corp.,The elements of the armor group in addition to the squadron were
the 2nd Bn. I43rd Inf.,one company 753rd Tank Bn.{med.),69th., Arm. FA.
in,,one platoon 759th Tank Destroyer Bn. and a small medical detachment.

-oa




HEADQUARTERS
117th CAVALRY RECONNAISSANCE SQUADRON (Mecz.) N. J.N. G.
Pleasant Yalley Way
West Orange, New Jersey

The mission of the Provisional Armor Group was to advance

aggressively toward Sisteron and thence either;
(a) Seize and hold the high ground north of Grenoble; or
(b) Seize the high ground immediately south of Lyon
astraddle the Rhone River; or
(¢) Advamce to the high ground on the east bank of the
Rhone River between Montelimar and Livron,

It was hoped that by accomplishing anyone of the above
objectives,to sever the enemy's communications from the Riviera %o
the north. Each reconnaissance troop had attached one platoon of
infantry and one platoon of light tanks from Troop "F".

Final plans were made and disseminated to all leaders and ranks,
General butler decided to use squadron headquarters for the operation
of the task force. Leading elements were to start the advance at

0530 hours I8th August I944.
I8th August 1944 "D" plus 3

Troop "C" jumped off at 0530 hours I8th August I944 and soon
engaged with the enemy in the vicinity north of Draguignan (205482),
After a short sharp encounter the 3rd platoon captured the Commanding

General,Lt. Gen. F. Neuling and the entire staff of the 62nd German (o3

Troop "C" continued to meet fanatic enemy resistance, particularly
from hostile anti-tank fire from the vicinity (290490). By noon the
enemy resistance was overcome and the troop continued,to advarice
northwest, protecting the right flank of the task force.At Ampus
(2755%5) the commanding officer of Troop "E",Capt. Omer Brown who
was killed in action a week later,while reconnoitering for positions
for his guns, entered the town and forced the surrender of the entire
garrison,including the commending officer and I50 of the enemy.Capt.
Brown effected this surrender with the assistance of his driver.

With Troop "C" protecting the right flank the balance of the
squadron advanced along the axis Draguignan west toward Salernes (L4356

then northwest to Fox Amphoux (043497) and north toward Quinson (9806H

The 3*rd Platoon of Troop "A" was ordered to proceed toward Barjols
(965465) to protect the left and rear flank of the task force.This =
platoon met strong enemy opposition including self-propelled anti-tans
A section of TD's was dispatched to reinforce this platoon. A fire
fight ensued which lasted until darkmess,after which the platoon
outposted Barjols to contain any possible threat to the task force.

-3
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Troop "A"spearheaded the advance of the main column
and met only light and scattered enemy resistance. The stogg g?;dzguz%ron
Quinson had been destroyed but with the splendid assistance of the Prench
Jlaqguis in the vicinity,a ford was hastily constructed and the entire
column was able to continued its advance., At Quinson,Troop "A" advanced
northwest toward Valensole (932775) protecting the left flank.The main
colunn advanced along its main axlix from Quinson toward Riez {60I755)
with Troop "B" preceding the advance. .

By IBOQ hours Squadron Headquarters was established on the north
eastern outskirts of Riez. By nightfall Troop "A" outposted the area
north of Valensole while Troop "B" outposted north of Puimoisson(045807).

‘Iroop "C" was recalled from the right rear flank and outposted the town

of Riesz.

Thus at the end of the first days' operation of the Provisional
Armor Group,the squadron had spearheaded the advance and penetrated

‘approximately fifty road miles into the enemy's territory.The spirit

of the entire command was exceedingly high,perhaps with the realiszation

of an historic military operation in the making.

‘ The French civilians were delirious with Jjoy as town after town was
liberated. Their genuine welcome and high enthusiasm was a sight to
behold,older people wept unashamely with tears of Joy, while the younger
men and women showered the American liberators with wine,melons, fruits

and in many instances personal gifts.Perhaps such awe inspiring

demostrations by a down trodden people who felt the yoke of the German
heel ,gave greater strength and provided a higher incentitive to all ranks
%0 fulfill their mission in destroying the machine responsible for the
devastation which the enemy left in its wake.

Ry s I9th August I944 "D" plus 4

e day's objective was Sisteron (883I72). Troop "B" conti

forth toward Digne (I23068) with the Ist. Platoon advanging along 22:d
Tflght bank of the Durance River toward Malijai(960006), Bnemy resistance
fas encountered at Chateauredon (I05978) but was soon overcomed. Advancing
North toward Digne the strongest enemy resistance as yet encountered was
met, ?he German forces was engaged shortly aftbr noon on the southern
§Utsk1rts of town"a%d fire fight continued for the next six hours. At
fSOO hours Troop "B" less the Ist platoon, forced its way into town and
torced the gurrendgr of the entire garrison of 600 Germans including

he commanding officer,a Brigadier General.

-
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| J The Ist Platoon of Troop "B" also became engaged with the enemy
south of Malijai (958008) where they destroyed an enemy armored car ang Available maps of the area became another problem as we had outstripped

drove off twg others. By n;ghfmfa}; this platoon succeesded in CTossing I the planned schedule and an emergency call was made for the vital maps
| the Bleone River and occupied Malijai. - to continue and exploit the disorganized state of affairs of the enemy.
| Troop "A" led the advance of the main column followed by Troop igxgagag;geggzigtigngperate from the small scale road maps during the

"C" along the axis Riez northwest yoward Valensole thence to Oraison *

(876860). Troop "A" sent one platoon southwest toward Vinon (800640) 20th August I944 "D" plus &

to protect the left rear flank. The bridge over the Durance River af
Troop "C" starting in the early hours of the morning spearheaded

” (805732) was found to be destroyed.
; . . . I the advance of the squadron, Advancing along the main axis Sist -
Troop "A" discovered that the bridge crossing the Durance Rlvera4 Monteglin (780298)-Montrond (71537OJ-ASpres§sur-Buech (31o558) iigntroop

illanne (860868) was partly destroyed but would carry the weigh : : ; ; .
| é? Eie higvie;t vehiiles o? theytask foice.A ey Germanypatrol wﬁot encountered but light and ineffective enemy resistance. The 2nd. plstoon
: _ | e ) reconnoltered to the west of the town of St. Vincent-sur-Jabron (72813%3)
provably was attempting to cgmpletely destroy this bridge,was dr}ven while the Ist. platoon advanced to Barret-le-bas (712237) . Troop "G" was
off at the far end of the brldgg. Laﬁer the enenmy attempte@ to hit the ordered during the early afternoon to advance due northltéwardpLalle
bridge with dive bombers but failed in the atteﬁpﬁ. Advancing north (645782). Upon reaching that point the 3rd. platoon contimisd northwgrd
alopg the west bank of ?he Durance River Troop "A" met strong enemy and by dark reached Clelles (598860) and outposted the town. The ond
resistance on the outskirts of Chateau-Arnoux (540060(. However the latoon which had now rejoined the troop continued northwest to Mens.
troop commander,Capt. Piddington,after shelling the enemy positions f700854) where strong outposts were stationed. Troop "G" established
sent in a French Maquis to demand the surrender of the German forces, their CP at la Croix Haute (65%720) : P = ©
The German commander agreed to surrender but only on the condition *
that the german @arrison become prisoners of the Americans.The terms T AN , e : .
vere accepted ana over 150 prisencrs Wers taken. Troop 1A' contimied | of tne squatvon: Alyangiag Miong the sein acie moves LiE, the Fight flank
its advance toward the north and reached Sisteron by I800 hours, les Blanches (727506) toward Bap (970678). Approaching the western
outposting the northern outskirts of town. outskirts of Gap,the leading elements of Troob "A" encountered dug in

o ro i enemy positions which were only lightly manned.The ene onl £ i
Troop "C" was assigned the mission of protecting the left flank | resistance and soon retreated toward town. The troop cggmandgrodggfsgeélﬁgz

and crossed at la Brillanne advancing due west then north. The Ist platoons to effectively cover the town. The commander of Troop "iV who

platoon reached Banon(640883) without meeting any resistance and outmi] was shpporting the operations of Troop "A" with twoJN_7 IOBmmpHo;}tzers

- >

the town for the night.The balance of Troop "C" proceded due north and e _
reached the town of St. Etienne-les-Orgues (760997). Patrols encounters 03§ﬁ§§§§§e§agf Egﬁzicgig SﬁgegegaﬁgiEfefiggrgﬁdiiugg ghetGeﬁmag f?rce
only scattered resistance a few miles north of this area. entered Gap and demanded to see the Cémmanding OfficéraPA% firsiogﬁe
G ) T

Squadron Headquarters was established on the southern outskirts tﬁ;ﬁag gg@ﬁiggiragiirggtcgiiﬁgS§§St8n8¥ﬁ§e§ﬁ§§§?§¥§V§§’tﬁheﬁwhe wag 1Q£Ermed
of Sisteron,advencing approximately another forth road miles during 8l the further threat that if he did not surrender.that sizty Fluine .
day., Up to this point the strong enemy resistance was encountered on ¥ Fortresses would bomb the town at I700 hours . the Gora J yd &
day since landing on the beach head., Over a thousand prisoners had bveell wavered, . e =
during the last two day's operations.

After an hour's disclission,the German commander decided that the

| Radio communication to VI corp Headqﬁartérs was no longer French Maguis who were stron ; . ; o
: - ; ) gly intrenched in the su
“ possible due to the great distance which separated our headquarters. I8l ambush his force,refused to'suirender.Capt. Browz sa§§§;niigﬁr§2§1§owﬁ§éd
! was necessary to use liason cub observation planes to maintain this command and ordered his two guns to fire on the radio towers at the
| vital communication. Southern edge of town. After forty rounds were fired,white flags appeared
n town, Capt. Brown returned to Gap where the German commander agreed to
i 5 Surrender.

i .

| .
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To the amazement of everyone a total of I200 enemy prlsone?sL .
were surrendered to an American force of less than 150 men. Assistane
was requested from Squadron to handle the.la;ge amount of prisoners,
With the sdditional assistance of Polish natlongls who were part of
the German garrison,the prisoners were marched oac% in a column of
fours to the airport at Aspres-sur-Buech. Troop A" remained at Gap
and outposted the town. It was reported that an enemy column of IO000
soldiers was marching on Gap from the northeast, However,there was ng

further enemy reaction that night.

: Troop "B" rejoined the sgyadron,moving up from Digne and outposty
Aspres-sur-Buech where the CP of Squadron Headquarters was established
Another fifty miles advance was made by the Squadrog and by the close'I
of the days operations a deep thrust had been made into the heart

of the enemy's territory. |
2Ist, August 1944 ("D" plus 6)

Orders were received from VI Corp Headquarters to execute plan "
of the original mission and advance to the high grougd on the east bm5|
of the Rhone River between Montelimar (920530) and Livron (98?778) ang
cnt the made road leading to Valence. It was believed that this was il

main escape route of the retreating I9th. German Army. |

Troop "B" was assigned the mission of spearheading this new advasd
and starting shortly after dawn moved aggre851ve}y northwest from Asp
sur-Buech along the axis Luc-en-Diois (473618)-Die (402772) then west
Crest(I28736) thence southwest to St. Marcel-les-Sauzet (960583%). By
this rapid advance Troop "B" reached the high ground at Magranon
(935600( overlooking the main road on the east bank of the Rhine River
running between Montelimar and Livron.The 2nd. end 3rd. platoons of
Tyoop "BY advanced to the northeast outskirts of Montelimar,the first
allie@ troops to approach this key town which was to become the out-
standing engagement of the Southern French Campaign. Already the adves
elements of the retreating German I9th. Army were moving north along
this escape route and were taken under fire by the axmored cars and
light tanks of Troop "B". The confusion of the enemy paralized the
German column; they could not believe that imerican unlts_had penetras
so deeply in such short time.German planes were still taking off from
the airfield north of Montelimar (906563) and were fired upon by the
armored cars of Troop "B". The first platoon of Troop_"B" enjoyed a £
day at the expense of the bvewlldered German column which only a few If
before were leisurely marching along in column. Shortly after darkthe
enemy countered with strong forces and it was necessary for the troop
consolidate and wait for reinforcements to be rushed up. However,the
Ist. platoon held its commanding position #nd remained in observatio
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Troop "C!" followed behind Troop "B" having assembled at Aspres-
sur-Buech. The entire troop occupied Crest with the 2nd. platoon
pushing on to Livron where it was ascertained that the bridge south of
Iivron was blown.The enemy was already fording the Drone River at the
yvicinity of (945773) and the 2nd. platoon took this enemy column under
fire with their armored cars,obtaining excellent results. The Ist.
platoon of Troop "C" advanced northwest from Livron ciitting the main
Bighway in the vicinity of (986823).There the platoon engaged znother
strong enemy cohumn by surprise and wnen the smoke had cleared away
more than fifty enemy vehicles had been destroyed,many more damaged
and the German column was completely disorganized and scattered. The
remaining platoon of the Troop,the 3rd.,advanced north from Crest to the
yicinity of Peogier (i23767) to protect the right flank of the troop.
Again with available reinforcements to hold their e:posed positions,
it was necessary at nightfall to withdraw the Ist. and 2nd. platoons

end consolidate Troop "C" in the vicinity of Crest.Strong outposts

were maintained as the Germans had strong patrols operating in the
vieimity.

Squadron and Task Force Headquarters established its CP at
Marsanne (0I3635) where it immediately came under heavy enemy artillery
fire.It was necessary to move the CP where it was out of observation,.
Troop"A" was recalled from Gap and arrived that evening,near the
vicinity of Squadron Headquarters.

It was apparent that the retreating I9th. German Army had been caugh
by surprise and if strong American reinforcements could be rushed to this
key sector,it might be possible to cut the last escape route remaining
open to the Germens. This sudden and speedy exploit which Troops "BY
and "C" so brilliantly executed was the climax of one of the most rapid
advances made in military history.In less than six hours the three platoons
of Troop "B" had covered a distance of more than seventy five miles.As
a result of this classic dash and dding,so characteristic of cavalry,the
Scene was set to destroy the bulk of the German ISth. Army, It remained
only for the main body of the American VI Corp to exploit this sudden
Success and rush sufficient troops and armor to effectively destroy this
army before the larger part of the enemy force would escape.

Unfortunately the brilliant spearhead of the Provisional Armor .
Group had raced so far out ahead that the bulk of the American force was
St112 over I50 miles to the rear., Thus by “D" Day plus six the Task Force
had advanced the amazing distance of over 250 miles since landing on the
beaches of Southern France,I5th. August I944. Had not the highest qualities
0f leadership been displayed by all leaders,particularily those of junior
rank,the successful accomplishment of this mission would not have been
Possibles The highest state of morale and esprit de corp prevailed
throughout the operation and was an important contrivuting factor toward
this great achievement.
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22 Auzust T944 "D" plus 7

With the realization that supporting troops would still take
another day to reach this sector and determined to hold at all cost
this vital gain,the squadron employed its maximum strength. The plaz
was to attempt to block all key roads to the right flank of the Gepme.
escape route between Montelimar and Loriol (970756). e

. Troop "A" blocked all roads leading north across the Roubion
River from St. Jacques (992590) east to Mamas (I00594),The enemy howe
had gucceeded in already crossing the river and the Ist. platoon beos
heavily engaged with a superior force of enemy Mark V tanks supporteg
by panzer grensdiers. It was soon ascertain that the IIth. Panzer Di:
were opposing our elements, This platoon was surrounded but continued
qffer fierce resistance until two aruwored cars were destroyed and thpe
Jeeps seriously damaged. Reinforcements were rushed to this position
and with the assistance of two tank destroyers,the platoon was able 43
contain this threat, The enemy continued to provbe this entire area but
by nightfall,Troop "A" effectively prevented any enemy penetrations,

Troop "B" continued to block in the sector north east of
Montelimar and east along the main highway from Montelimar to Livron,
The enemy likewise was determined to hold this escape route open and
sent strong patrols supported by tanks against this sector.Howsver
Troop "B" by determined resistance repulsed and contained these probi
enem¥ patrols.However a few enemy tanks did succeed in penetrating
but were not successful in achieving effective results,

~ Troop ?O" supported by the guns of Troop "E" was assigned the
mission of sec¢uring the north flank along the Drone River from Loriol
east to Grane.Tpe "B" Troop guns were placed in position on the high
ground overlooking Loriol at (990750).Dominating the entire escape
corridor of the retreating German Army which by now was moving in thres
columns abreast along the main road leading to Loriol,Troop "E" poured
a murderous fire into the bewildered German column,fifing direct at
2500 yards.Hundreds of Germans vehicles were set ablaze and destroyed.
The enemy frantically attempted to take cover but the enemy column
was effectively blocked on the road and Troop "E" enjoyed a field days

There was no question but that the terrain held by Troop "E" and the 1)

Eia;oon of‘gioop "g"lwas the key terrain feature of this battleground.
ong as was neld 1t would prevent the ene fr scapir 5
the Drone River to safety, ny Irom esScaping acros

At the close of day the enemy had penetrated only slichtly into
our 11nes.However it could not be expected that the enegy woild germit
our ocoupying ?he dominating features and thereby preventing him from
keeplng this vital escape route open,without first making a strong and
determined effort to destroy this threst.
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2%rd Aucust 1944 "D'" vlus 8

On this day the Provisional Armor Group passed to the Command
af the 36th. Division.

Troop "A" was now reinforeced with a company of medium tanks =nd
g force of two hundred French Maquis who volunteered their assistance.
Flements of the IIth. Panzer Division made another strong bid to
penetrate through "A" Troop's screen., A sharp encountered soon ensued
put with splendid artiliery support backed by the medium tanks,the
enemy force of infantry and tanks were repulsed. Troop "A" continued
to defend along the Roubion River and prevented the enemy from turning
the flank.The CP of Troop "A" was situated at Cleon Andrian (06260I).

Troop "B" was attached to a battalion of the I4Ist. Infantry
who had orxders to atsiack Montelimar. Troop "B" protected the left -
flank from enemy infantry patrols which were always supported by tanks.
The American infantry force suffered heavy losses and was forced to
give some ground. Inemy patrols were more determined and infiltrated
through Troop "B" positions and constantly harassed the reconnaissance
platoons.The engagement continued after dark with the result that the
eneny and umr forces were completely mingled with one another with no
established line of any kind.The situation was decidedly fluid with the

Germans determined to roll our forces back.

Troop "C" with support of a company of infantry continued to
protect the right and north flank of the sector south along the Drone
River. Enemy patrols infiltrated along the bank of the Drone attempting
to reach Grane. No other action was taken by the enemy during this period.

All indications pointed to prepafations by the enemy to attack
with great strength to open a vital escape route for the I9%th. German
Army, As yet sufficient reinforcements had not arrived in this sector
to wholly contain this large German Force. As a result,the German columns
advanced alomg the axis ofthe main highway between Montelimar and
Livron using secondary roads and trails wherever possible. At night the
enemy moved the heaviest equipbment and it appeared he was succeeding
in escaping across the Drone River.

24th Ausust IS44 "D" plus 9

Troop "A" maintained strong defensive positions along the
northernbank of the River Roubion.These positions were held until I300
hours when the troop was relieved by Troop "B". Troop "A" was ordered
to assemble in the vicinity of Aspres-sur-Buech (715528) and report
to the CG of the 45th. Divieion for instructions. Troop "AY upon’arrival at
that point was assigned to a small task force consisting of a company .
of infantry and a company of 4.2 chemical mortars. :

-I0-
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the I19th, German Aymy still was escaping notth
ding the Drone River west of Loriol, higher neadgquarters sent
strong reinforcements. However,it appeared that theenemny employing \

the IIth. Panzer Division in protecting the enemy's right flank -
was succeeding in keeping the only available escapée route open.Already %

one American road block was destroyed which tried to cut the road |
east of the Condillac Pass.The eneny attacked with strong infantry

‘forces supported with six Mark VI tanks. Unless this escape route .
could be successfully cut at Loriol and west to the Drone River,the

bulk of the German Army would escape.

) Realizing that
by for
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The Squadron and Group CP moved to the viecinity of (QETsjm
where it was heavily shelled for thirty six consecutive hours. The
enemy continued to ford the Drone River despite the heavy shelling
which resulted in the loss of many enemy wvehicles.

Troop "A" operating near the Italian border ran into
strong enemy resistance at la Seare l'doula. The enemy apPeared
determined to hold this pass.The Ist. platoon of Troop "A" attempteq
to contact the remainder of the troop advancing from the north.The
resistance was too strong for the platoon. The enemy was engaged frop
both the north and south and many casualties were inflicted on the |
enemy with only light damsged to the vehicles of the troop.Strong
organized suprvort was received from lowgal Maguis groups who were '
supported by the 0.5.5.Their splendid assistance although ill equippei,
indeed an inspiration to the American force and spur their efforts 1
to greater heights. By nightfall however the enemy still held the pasg,
It was expected that elements of the Air Borne Task Force moving up
from the Riviera might arrive by the early morning .

27th August I944 "D" plus I2 1

The American plan was to attack through the Bessou Pass
(984703) and drive north toward Loriol. One battalion of infantry
supported by medium tanks and Troop "F" with their light tanks was
was assigned the mission of breaking out through the pass. Another
task force composed of a company of tank destroyers,a ballalion of
infantry and Troop "C" was to attack west from Grane toward Loriol.

The attack started at dawn and immediately met strong
enemy resistance,however the Germand soon showe& signs of giving
ground. Fire fights ensued throughout the day and limited gains were
made. Troop "E" with its seven M-7 I05mm howitzers were emplaced in
a commending position at (983705) overlooking the main highway just
south of Loriol.Shooting direct at about 2500 yards the troop destroysi
a large number of vehicles including a number that were painted with
red crosses,but which blew up with terrific explosions when hit.

They were supposed to be medical ambulances but were without question
carrying smmunition. By the close of day it appeared that the enemy!'s
escape route would soon be cut.However the enemy continued his attempls
to ford the Drone regardless of the losses.

28th August 1944 "D" plus I3

The American forces with determination were steadily oclo®if

on Loriol and cutting the enemy's last escape rogte in The Rhone Vallél
south of the Drone River.The enemy attempted to delay the advance bub
contigued strong pressure was exerted and the Germans steadily gave
ground. ¥ o

-I3-
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With task forces driving from from the east and south it appeared
that the final gap would be closed. Troops "B" and "C" supported both
these %ask forces while Troop "F" light tanks supported the attack
from the south.

Troop "A" on the eastern border of France turned north toward
Briancon where strong enemy resistance was met. The chemical mortar
company attacked to the task force suffered heavy casualities in
the days operations..A patrol from Troop "A" succeeded in entering
Briancon after dark and brought back valuable information of the
enemy's dispoaitions. The troop less the Ist. platoon outposted the
southern approaches to the town. The Ist. platoon continued to
maintain pressure against the enemy awaiting relief by the ABTF before
rejoining the troop.

29th. August 1944 "D" plus I4

-The final stage was set and before noon the last escape
route was cut thereby trapping many hundreds of German vehicles and
thousands of German troops. Thus after elght days when elements of
Troop "B" first surprised a bewildered enemy,the trap was sprung on
the remmants of the 19th. German Army.Thus the Montelimar campaign
came to a successful close.It will stand out as one of the most
important turning pointsfor the Seventh American Army in their
operations in France.

: Briaencon was finally occupied by the Bilbo Task Force
and Troop "A" prepared to rejoin the squadron the following day
near the vicinity of Grenoble.

30th August I944 "D" plus IS5

With its mission complete the Provisional Armor Group
was dissolved.The squadron less Troop "A" assembled and prepared to
move north of Grencble. Late that afterncon after & road advance of
more than IIO0 miles the entire squadron assembled near the vicinity
of Moirans (523423). A new mission was anticipated momentarily which
would take the squadron once again in pursuit of what remained of
the I9th. German Army.

| Final Summary

The operations of the II7th., Cavalry Reconnaissance
Sguadron(mechanized)} for the period IS5th., August 1944 to the 30th.
Lugust 1944 in Southern France constituted two phases,

The first phase co¥ered the permod from "D" Day,I5th.
August I944 to I7th. Avgust 1944, In this period of operation each of
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The Squadron and Group CP moved to the vieinity of (9575&”
where it was heavily shelled for thirty six consecutive hours. Thg
enemy continued to ford the Drone River despite the heavy shelling
which resulted in the loss of many enemy vehicles.

Troop "A" operating near the Italian border ran into
strong enemy resistance at la Seare l'Aoula. The enemy appeared
determined to hold this pass.The Ist. platoon of Troop "A" attempteq
to contact the remainder of the troop advancing from the north.The
resistance was too strong for the platoon. The enemy was engaged froy
both the north and south and many casualties were inflicted on the
enemy with only light damaged to the vehicles of the troop.Strong
organized suprort was received from logal Maguis groups who were

supported by the 0.5.5.Their splendld assistance although 11l equipps

indeed an inspiration to the American force and spur their efforts

to greater heights. By nightfall however the enemy still held the pasg

It was expected that elements of the Air Borne Task Force moving up
from the Riviera might arrive by the early morning .

27th August 1944 "D" plus I2

The American plan was to attack through the Bessou Pass
(984703) and drive north toward Loriol. One battalion of infantry
supported by medium tanks and Troop "F" with their light tanks was
was asslgned the mission of breaking out through the pass. Another
task force composed of a company of tank destroyers,a balialion of
infantry and Troop "C" was to attack west from Grane toward Loriol.

The attack started at dawn and immediately met strong
enemy resistance,however the Germand soon showeé signs of giving
ground. Fire fights ensued throughout the day and limited gains were
made. Troop "E" with its seven M-7 IO5mm howitzers were emplaced in
a commanding position at (983705) overlooking the main highway just

south of Loriol.Shooting direct at about 2500 yards the troop destrofd

a large number of vehicles including a number that were painted with
red crosses,but which blew up with terrific explosions when hit.
They were supposed to be medical ambulances but were without question

arrying ammunition. By the clos nemy & :
i Jing J e orose of day 1t appeared thal the cHuy t would take the squadron once again in pursuit of what remained of

escape route would soon be cut.Eowever the enemy continued his attelt
to ford the Drone regardless of the losses.

28th August I944 "D" plus I3

The American forces with determination were steadily ﬂp”?

on Loriol and cutting the enemy's last escape romte in The Rhone V&
south of the Drone River.The enemy attempted to delay the advance
continued strong pressure was exerted and the Germans steadily gave
ground. ' '
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With task forces driving from from the east and south it appeared
that the final gap would be closed. Troops "B" and "C" supported both
these task forces while Troop "F" light tanks supported the attack
from the south.

Troop "A" on the eastern border of France turned north toward
Briancon where strong enemy resistance was met. The chemicalh mortar
company attacked to the task force suffered heavy casualities in
the days operations..A patrol from Troop "A" succeeded in entering
Briancon after dark and brought back valuable information of the
enemy 's dispoaitions. The troop less the Ist., platoon outposted the
southern approaches to the town. The Ist. platoon continued to

| maintain pressure against the enemy awaiting relief by the ABTP before

rejoining the troop.

29th. August 1944 "D" plus I4

The final stage was set and before noon the last escape
route was cut thereby trapping many hundreds of German vehicles and
thousands of German troops. Thus after eight days when elements of
Troop "B" first surprised a bewlldered enemy,the trap was sprung on
the remmants of the I9th. German Army.Thus the Montelimar campaign
came to a sueccessful close.It will stand out as one of the most
important turning pointsfor the Seventh American Army in their
operations in France.

: Briancon was finally occupied by the Bilbo Task Force
and Troop "A" prepared to rejoin the squadron the following day
near the vicinity of Grenoble.

30th August IS944 "D" plus IS5

With its mission complete the Provisional Armor Grouy

Was dissolved.The squadron less Troop "A" assembled and prepared to

move north of Grenoble. Late that afterncon after & road advance of
more than ITI0O miles the entire squadron assembled near the vicinity
of Moirans (523423). A new mission was anticipated momentarily which
the I9th. German Army.

Final Swmmary

} The operations of the II7th. Cavalry Reconnaissance
Sguadron(mechanized) for the period I5th., August I944 to the 30th.
August 1944 in Southern France constituted two phases.

The first phase coWered the pertod from "D" Day,I5th.
Avgust 1944 to I7th. August 1944, In this period of operation each of
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the reinforced reconnaissance troops attached to an infantry divisigy
landed with the assault forces and screened the advance df their 3
divisions., When & firm and well established beach head was assured ang

landing operatuion was an overwhelming success,higher headquarters plas
to exploit the disorganized state of the enemy. A hard hitting and
highly mobile force was needed to exploit the initial success and harge,
and disrupt the enemy's supply and communications. &

Possessing the necessary requisites of extreme mobility and
long renge radio communication and tremendous fire power,the IL7th,
Cavalry Reconnnaissance Squadron was highly capable of spearheading
a task force and exploiting to the fullest degree and to the disadvaniﬁ

of the eneny. 1

The Butler Task Force was organized and on the I8%th August
1944 the second phase was commenced. Tagking advantage of the excellent
radio communication facllities of the squadron,higher headquarters
was constantly in touch of the situation at all times.Operating over
great distance,the failure or lack of long range radio communication
would not have made it possible for the higher command to follow up
and consolidate the rapid gains made by the squadron.The operations of
VI Coxp were planned by the intellience furnished by the squauaron as Tg
the enemy's dispositions,state of morale,type of terrain and road net
condition of bridges and due to a large extent the disruption of the

enenmy 's communications. -

The successful operations of the squadron can be attributed to s
large extent to the material aid and assistance provide by the French
Maquis. These patriots provided valuable information concerning ths
whereabouts of the enemy and their strenghhi,The also guided units of
the squadron to by passes and river fords where the Germans had destrofd
all bridges in the vicinity.Many of the Maquis volunteered their servics
to fight the common enemy and attached themselves to the various troops
Time and again they contacted other Maguis groups operating ahead of
our forces to tell them of cur approach.When receiving this information
the Maquis would boldly strike at their hated foe/ In many instances ol
forces came upon such engagements and successfully completed the route

of the enemy.

This most valuable assistance given by the Maguis was indeed
an insplration; their deeds of valour were in keeping with the traditiod
of free loving people,who unhesitately gave of their 1ife's blood to fIf
thelr country of their hated oppressors.Mere words cannot adeguately dé
contributions to the cause of democracy.Their valiant deeds will always
remain in the memories of every member of the squadron,
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The high morale and esprit de corp which existed within the
squadron was a contributing factor to the amazing advance., The high qualit:
of leadership demostrated by all ranks particularly the junior

officers and non-coumissioned officers were exemplary. 6n many occasions
platoons and sections operated by themselves for periods of several

days at great distances from higher headguarters.Numerous decisive - i
actions were fought and serious obstacles overcome by these small units.
Had anything less than the highest qualities of leadership existed,it

would not have been possible to achleve the resultant successful operations
of the squadron.

It is estimated that approximately 6645 square miles of Southern
France was liberated by the IL7th. Cav. Ren. Sg. from I8th, August 1944
to the 2Ist. August 1944 when the squadron reached the north eastzrn
outskirts of Montelimar. The road distance from the beach head to
this point as followed along the main axis of the sgquadron was
gpproximately I85 miles,

In over running such a large portion of Southern France in so

short a period when supplies lines were stretched to the straining point

reflects the highest standards of training and discipline. At no time
é¢id the total strength of the squadron exceed more than 650 officers
and enllisted men., Losses in personnel and equiptment was not considered
high in keeping with the scope of the operations,

More than 3500 enemy prisoners were taken by the squadron
including three general officers,one a Lt. General commanding a Corp. In
addition many tons of supplies were captured or destroyed and hundreds
0of enemy vehicles destroyed.

In closing it may be said that the hishest traditions of the
service were upheld and that the sguadron can Justly be proud of its
contributions to victory and its outstanding performance of duty during
its operations in France.

=

HaTold J%° Samsel
Lt. Col. Cavalry

In the field,Germany
26 April I945
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Sur la proposition di Finistre de Ta Défense Hationale,
LI} PRESIDERT DU GOUVERNEIEENT PROVISOINE DI LA REPUDLIGUE
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A_LPORDOE DI LPARITEL

T s « . u . A & w9 = & . »
1i7th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron

@

"ELite unit which, §ron the time 0f the Landing in Provence, fought

without respite, in the advance guard of the Seventh U.S. Aumy, up to the
borders of Lonnraine. :

Reconnaissance group of the Seventh U.S. Auny Corps, Landed success-
§ully on the beaches of Sainte - Maxime and Sainte - Tropez. From the
decond day, gave proof of the finest tactical skill and contributed fo
the succesd of the action 0f the Conps, notably in the annihilation o4
Ampontant enemy fonces in the region of Montelimar,

Unden the impetus of an energetic and nemarkably audacious Commandenr,
did not hesitate to advance 120 mifes beyond the Corps in ondenr to occupy
by surprise the Athong points and communication centens of this region,
Anflicting on the enemy, agteowarnds, severe Losses in material and cap-
turing mone than 2,500 prisonenrs, including three Generals.

During all this period, wonked in close Liaison with Local nesistance
groups and efficiently coondinated the activity of the Maquis which foin-
| ed {ts nanhs."

THIS CITATION INCLUDES THE AWARDING OF THE CRIOX DE GUERRE WITH PALM
T2 AIT CURTIFPIL COUFORT 3
PARIS, 1o '
Pour le "imistre et par autorisati

Le Chef du Burecau des Ddécorations
P0/Le Chef de la Section "Décorations Diverses"

PARIS, 22 JULY 1946
Signed : BIDAULT
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REPUBLIQUE FRANGAISE

Guerre 1939-1945

Sur la proposition di"¥inistre de la Défense Nationale,
LE PRESTDENT DU GOUVERNEMENT PROVISOIRE DE LA REPURLIQUE

C I T E
A L'ORDRE DE L'ARMEER

LA L R O I O I IR I R A ] LEE IR B BB BRI I )

Cavalry Reconnaissance U.S5
"Unité d'élite qui, depuis le débarquement en PROVENCE a combat-
1'avant-garde de la 7e Armée U.S jusqu'aux narches

117e Sguadron

tu sans arrét :
lorraines,

Groupe de reconnaissance du VIe C.A.U.S a débarqué
sur les plages de SAINTD-IAXIIT et de SAINT-TROPEZ. Das le
i1l a fait preuve des plus belles qualités manoceuvridres et
au guccks de l'action de ce Groupement, notamment : 1l'andantissement
de forces ennemies importantes dans 1z région de IIONTELII"AR.

Soug l'impulsion d'un chef énergique et avec une audace remar-
: devancer son groupement de pltus de 180 Ems pour
occuper par surprise les positions dominantes et leg neceuds de communi-
cation de cette région, infligeant ensuite 3 1'ennemi d'importantes
pertes en matériel et capturant plus de 2500 prisonniers dont 3
Généraux. )

Pendant toute cette péricde, a travaillé en liaison dtroite avec
les dléments de résistance locaux et a heureusement coordonnéd 1'activitd
naquis gui se sont joints

“ s 2 eaae
e i A T T T T T

TIONS CO'PORTENT L'ATTRIDUTION D

avec succes
second jour
contribud

quable, n'a pas hésité

™ v Ty " I
AVEC PATIL. CRCIY DL GUERIE

Fait 2 PARIB, le 22 juillet 1946

5ﬂiPr5§idéﬁt Ronald Reagan
© White House _
L?ﬁwashington’:ncz _20500_

" Dear Mr. President,

' ‘consideration.

TRAIT CERTIFIE COMIORLGE

| Pour le !Tiffistre et Dar autorisation
Le Chef du Buresu des Décorations

P0/Le Chef de la Section "Décorations Diverses”

3 Enclosures:
"encl, 1 a/s
..encl. 2 a/s

encl., 3 a/s

eCr I A I S
- Senator Jessé Helms

. Col. Thomas C. Pidd
'wKill;pgvilﬁ

ington,

Hills, NC

August 31;fi933jw1;; -

“#° 1 appeal to you as President, Commander in Chief of the -
‘Armed :Forces and as a human being to ask your help:in obtaining-
recognition for meritorious service .performed by members of the -
'117th'Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron (Mechanized) during World.
War Il in defense of this country and the freedom which we and
other free world countries value so highly. We are not-.asking -
that a monument be constructed in their honor nor that their
names be inscribed on brass or in stone to be preserved for . =
- posterity. We are asking simply that their heroic efforts to.
‘preserve liberty and freedom be recognized by their goverament. -
While this will not bring back those who are no longer living, it
‘will give their families and those who are still wi
formed the 117th Cavalry Association the
‘that their efforts were not in vain.

| ith us who have
‘satisfaction of knowing

“.° My efforts to obtain recognition of the unit 'in ‘the form™o
‘the ‘Presidential Unit Citation through other: channels (encl.:1};
‘despite the fact that a unit citation request was submitted prior
‘to May 2, 1951 (emcl. 2), have been unsuccessful and I find it
ironic that the French Government saw fit to honor the Unit - oiric
ught so-gallantly.

(encl. 3), while the goverment for .which they fo
’wiilinotido_sd“for'a purely arbitrary reason. - -

You are our "Court of Last Resort' and although we fes
trongly that there is plenty of evidence to support a Pre;
.Unit Citation, we are nevertheless confiden
-~ the final decision, our request will be give

| Piddington

idential
t that, regardless of .- =
en thorough and careful = ..

Thomas C.
Colonel,

¢ ’Col. Harold J. Samsel,
.. President 117th Cav. Assn.



Part 3. Action At Montreval, France

. The Squadron was relieved of attachment to Task Force
Butler on the 30th of August 1944, and continued an aggresive ad-
vance north on the right flank of the harried German 19th Army.

Again under direct control of VI Corp., the Squadron
was completely assembled in the vicinity of Moirans, which lies
approximately 275 miles from the Beach Head of Southern France.

| On the 25th of August 1944 Captain Omer Brown, Com-
mander of "E" Troop was killed in an enemy tank action at Loriol,

e France. Omer was a very close friend. Having joined the Nation-
al Guard in Westfield, New Jersey at the same time, I had also

' Jjoined up. The sad part of this story is, that Captain Brown
had a ninety-day leave to the United States which he was to take
upon completion of our assignment to "Task Force Butler'", only

| five days away. When I went to recover the Essex Troop ring he
was wearing to return it to his family, it was missing along with

| his finger. We buried him in Loriol, France with full honors

and many tears. Incidentally, we had both received our Essex Troop

rings together.

‘ The next advance of the Squadron was thirty miles north
of Lyon to the vicinity of Chalamont, where hard fighting contin-
ued. The Germans were determined to protect the route of March
of their 19th Army back toward their Homeland.

L On the first of September 1944, the Squadron was screen-
| : ing the 45th Infantry Division as the Allies kept stabbing at the
flanks of the German Army fastly retreating to Germany. The enemy
attacked savagely with tanks in greater numbers and our casualties
i increased.

The large Town of Bourg was now under heavy attack by
the Allies, and the Squadron swung to the north to again cut off
the leading elements of the enemy.

from VI Corp. Headquarters to move during the night and seize the
Town of Montreval, France., This was to be an end run, to get

, ahead of the leading columns of the 19th German Army and cut them
| off or blunt their movement towad the west and away from their es-
' _ cape route to Germany.

|1
& | Late on the 2nd of September 1944, orders were received

|
! Major McGarry was placed in direct command of all Squad-
P ) | ron Units reaching Montreval, which we seized by daylight 3rd of

’ September, 1944, It was to be a day no member of the entire Squad-
| ron will ever forget.

. Shortly after occupying the town of Montrevel, the Ger-
" mans attacked with their 1lth Panzer Division (The Ghost Division)
and soon overwhelmed the men of Troops "A" and "B". The Heroism
of the individual Officers and men were outstanding and they fought
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valiantly against superior forces. The personal bravery and ag-
gressive action were of such magnitude that the German Commander
was amazed at the small numerically force opposing him and with-
out any heavy armor. In an unusual gesture, the German General
issued orders that the captured American Soldiers were to be treat.
ed with respect and allowed to keep their personal equipment.

- In this engagement the entire Personnel of two magnifi-
cent Troops "A" and "B" were either killed, wounded or captured,
No one escaped from these Units, and both Captains were wounded
and captured. When the Tank Troop "F" attacked later to relieve
the pressure on Troops "A" and "B" every tank was either knocked
out or hit and damaged. The Leader of this attack was killed angd
was awarded the Distinguished Service Crosss. The Nations second
highest Award.

In an earlier action in which Lt. Lee of "A" Troop dis-
tinguished himself, he was awarded the "Congressional Medal of
Honor" by President Truman. Copy of his Citation is attached. It
was the only medal of Honor to be awarded a Cavalryman of a Mech-
anized Squadron in World War 1I.

Perhaps the actions of the 1ll1l7th Mecz. Cavalry Squadron
at Montreval, France on the 3rd of September 1944, is best told by
an after action report. I prepared for the Historical Record. It
was indeed surprising that this action report which was filed with
VI Corp. that never a word was mentioned by anyone from Corp. Head-
quarters. Perhaps it may have been due to the truthful facts and
that the Corp. Commander Lt. General Lucien Truscott, an old
Cavalryman, was nominated to succeed General Mark Clark as Com-
mander of the Fifth Army in Italy. Lt. General Edward Brooks
succeeded General Truscott as head of VI Corp.

Fortunately, Major McCarry was able to escape late in the
day from Montreval, but in a very dazed and shocked condition. Most
of us were also in an emotionally charged state, due to the great
losses the Squadron suffered, which was devastating to say the
least.

However, by the next morning, we recovered, regrouped and
on the 4th of September 1944 with maked shift armored sections,
the Squadron continued to press the attack against the flanks of
German 19th Army.

_ The following pages of the "Action at Montreval, France'
tells the full and real story of this Heroic Action in full and
complete perspective.

"A Day to be lLong Remembered!"
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ACTIION AT MCETREVAL, FRANCE

2-3_September 1024
17T 7. SAVALTY SCULDRON

The story of Montreval began on the evening of 2 Soptembor 1944 vhen
the Squadron received the {ollowing message from Rrigsdier General Carltom,
VI Corps Deputy Comrander.

"Seime and bold Montreval by daylight, establish road blocks on the
roads leading into the toun from the South, the Fast and ths North £0 as to
cut off tha escaps route of the 19th German Army.

Lsad with Troop "B* followed by Troop "AM supperted by Troops "EY and
L by

Orderas for wisslon wers prorptly prepared by Major Ssmsel and
delivered by Colonel Hodge to Captain Wood of "B" Troop and Captain Piddingten,
Troop A",

Troop "E" less one gection and Troop "™ loss one platoon supported
this action.

Radic echitset was meintalned betwren Squadron Eeadguarters and Troop "B"
during the early hours of 3 September 1944 vhils cccupying Hontraval.

However, Troop "E" was not received too well whils Squadron Headquarters vas
receiving 5 x 5.
Ié was soon apparent in esrly morning from direct radio conversaticn with

Captain Wood, that infantry assistance was urgeatly nocodad.

-1-
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Upon radio instructions from Colonel Hcdge, Major Samsel personally

visited VI Corps Headquarters end appriced the Chief of Operations ef tha

exzot situation. Requested that infantry support was urgently needed if
the forces of tha 117th wers to hold Yontreval.

No direct assistance was given by Brigadier General Carltom, but
instead the writer and Colonel Hodge wers told separately to contact
Commending Genseral of 45th Infantry Division and ses if he could render

eny suppart.
After several critical bours of conversation, tha 2nd Eattalion of

the 179th Infantry was placed at our disposal, wiihouh transportation and
twonty miles from Montreval.

Also, at nooa 3 September 1944, Troop "C® was ralisved of their
gssignment and revarted to control of ths 117th.

fhe writer assembled this entire forze, mounting the irfantry on
Troop "C* vehicles and those of Squadron Hesdquarters and procseded under
forced march to the vicinity of lMmtreval.

OQur nission was to atteck and reliove the pressurs cn Fontreval.

En route, I plclmd up e heavy armored patrol including two {2) Tank
Destroyers = all from the 3rd Infantry Division.

Thiz entire force arrived on the cutskirts of Montrevnl at
approxinately 1530 after & rapld forced march.

An imvodiate attack plan was prepared by the Batialion Commander of
the 2nd Pattalicn, 179th Infantry, Major Sensel and Caplain Nugont of
Troop "C". B

Tine of departure was sot for 16C0 hours,

At exactly 1555 on 3 September 1944, a mossage was received firom
Y1 Corps po} to attack and move cur forces to high ground, East of
Montrevale.

Neadless to say, even if our attack had been launched, it would
have proven indeclisive. All elsmsats of the 117th had already been killed,
wounded or captured. ‘

At about 1700 hours, Major Samsel sdvised VX Corps of the situation
and extent of our heavy losses.

Early that evening, Gensral Carlton visited our Headgqusrters to
launch en informal investigation of the entire affair.

One of General Carlton's main eriticisms wes that the 117th d4d not
leave an sscare route open and withdrow when 1% was epparent that the
gquadron was against superior forces.

Bowaver, tha writer strongly opposed this view inasmuch as General
Caerlteon's order read "Seize znd hold". The order did not pernlt a commander
to exerciss any discretion or possible withdrawal.

The real criticism should be directed et VI Corpe for assigning a
misasion without the full infaentry end tank support so vitally esssntisl
when opposing an enemy force led by an outstanding armored division;
also the indifference of CGeneral Carlton to his responsibilities and lack
of comprehension of the vital tine elements highly essentisl in exploiting
the initlal success of the 117th in seizing Montreval by daylight.

A very mejor succsosiful setion could have been achieved st Momtreval
if YL Corps had truly evaluated the situaticn and thoroughly planned this
operation with full end adsquate troop participation.
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Instesd, a Mechanized Cavalry Squadron of limited stremgth, men
weary, the vehicles and equipment below etendard, was sent on a mission
more in keeping with harse cavalry techniques but fighting against o
highly traived, heavily armored CGerman Panzer Divisicu.

Eoth General Truscott and Gensral Carltom wilfully sacrificed a
brave end efficisnt Cavelry Squadron on the altar of their Fort Riley
Cavalry School ego. '

It never ccourred to thesec Cavalry Generals that a Cavalry outfit
ever could possibly face defeats.

The shome of this Montreval action was the failure of those in
command who ordered this missicn, to fully project the full scope of the
enexy’s potentlal capabilities and determination pot to permit Montreval to
block the retreat of the entire 19th Cerman Army's march back to Cermany.

The enexy rescted violontly and attacked in strength with his mogt
capable troops, tho 1llth Panzer (Chost) Divisicn.

The moment the origiral order was received at Squadron Headquartera,
it was apparent to all officers of the 117th, regardless of rank, the full
meaning of this mission.

It was quickly recognized that, without complete support, our mission
would be difficult indsed.

That this situation was likowlse not recognized by raspensible cxperienced
officers of V] Corps, is difficult to comprehend. The intelligence furnished
by the 117th alons was sufficisnt to apprise thae staff of VI Corps, an accuratd
and up-to-date battls situation.

WO Pl - - v 0=

Perhaps some other interesting intelligence wme the personal habits
of our generals indulging too strongly in the grape at s time whsn vital
deciaslona were being made.

Genaral Carlton could essily be considersd an outstanding host with
the unhappy faculty of trying to out-drink his guests.

Perhaps the action of the 117th Cavalry Squadron at Moaotreval can best
be summed up by the fadt that tho leadership displayed won a Medal of Honor and
three Distinguished Service Crosses, innumersbis Silver Stars, Bronze Stars
and over 150 Purpla Hsarts.

Also, evory tank of Troop "P" wus disabled from enemy acticn.

Nevertheloss, on 4 Soptewber 1944, ths ll‘;t.h Cavalry Squadron
maintained its continucus combat record, by taking to the fleld reorganized
with six battle ssctions comprising all elszunts of the Squadron.
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Eyent: Montrevel, France

Pate: 3 September 1944

Tocation with Preface: In the evening of 2 September 1944 at the
Command Post (CP, 117th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron (Mechanized)
located just east of Marboz, France received orders from 6th
Corps, 7th U.S. Army Southern France to seize and hold Montrevel,
France at dawn on the 3rd of September 1944, Troop B commanded by
Captain John L. Wood was to lead the attack. Troop A, commanded
by Thomas C. Piddington was to keep lines of communication opened
rendered support as required. Major Robert McGarry, Executive
gfficer of the Squadron was designed overall commander of this
small force.

' At about 2200 hours on 2 September Platoon leaders and key
NCO's of Troop B and A held a meeting in a small farm house (20
miles or more east of Montrevel) to review the orders and scout
reports. Troop B scouts indicated that the 11th Panzer Division
as east of Rhone River in great force. Excellent reconnaissance
by Scouts of Troop B were conducted throughout the entire day of
the Znd of September. 6th Corps Intelligence indicated this

report of Troop B scouts was not true.

During his assignment as Commander of Troop B he displayed
poise, initiative and above all great courage while preparing and
executing a mission which all involved considered that it would
£ail.

Captain Wood said we must get on with the mission, regardless
of the consequences and odds. He imbued confidence in sagging
morale. Finally under his determination all agreed to complete

the mission with a will.

The attack of Montrevel was accomplished in a suprise move at
dawn on the morning of 3 September 1944. Approximately 60 germen
‘prisoners were taken by Toop B from the 11th Panzer Division.
several B Troopers became causalities after a brisk fire fight
directed by Captain Wood. The town was quickly outposted and
occupied. In about two hours a regiment of the 11th panzer division
pinched off the routes in and out of Montrevel. . We were blocking
the Panzer Division main supply route which was heavily engaged
‘With the 45th Infantry Division (American) at Borg France many
miles south of Montrevel. Captain Piddington, commander of Troop
4, with a part of the 1st Platoon and radio cars broke through to
fender assistance and support to B Troop. The force in Montrevel
¥as quickly surrounded and the attack by the Panzer commenced in
carnest.,

Captain Wood displayed outstanding ingenuity in setting up
defense obstacles throughout the area. Unfortunatley 37 men guns
‘and 60 mim morters were no match for German §8 guns and large
falibre self propelled artillery backed by Tank and Infantry
nits,

The causalities began to mount up tremendously by early
dfternoon. Captain Wood constantly assured the wounded that all
111 end well. At that point we expected a relief force.

. We received word later that all relief forces were cancelled
by 6th Corps and that we were on our own.

At the final defense bastion in the Montrevel school house
shemy tanks (88 guns) were firing within 50 yards of our position
With protection and support of Infantry. Of a force of about 135
"¢ figured that about 25 or 30 were left to defend the school.

All others were killed, wounded or captured throughout the day.




Major Padralig M O'Des
RRI Dept, USAARMS
Fort Knox, Kentucky !

The remaining troopers all armed themselves with any weapons
available. Captain Wood maned a light machine gun. Captain
Piddington fed the remaining belt of ammanition into the gun. W
tried to keep the enemy infantry in cover ‘as well as a few sﬂOtsood ruary i
at th tank guns. Enemy tank fire was aimed at our maching gun ' & Fer 199 |
i position. I, Piddington had to drag Wood away from the gun becg
I the next shot wogld destroy our position-which it did. The gun -
was in pieces. everal other troopers bec iti -
| the lower part of the school. P ane causalities throughout
| S gaptén Wﬁod gas ready to make the supreme sacrifice at the ;ég ﬁ;hPA Dulc::n and Co, Ine
ent. e showe reat coura i i M
gt A deedg. ge and deserves the highest praise New York 10, Few York
Personal observations by Captain Thomas C. Piddington '
Commanding Officer, Troop A 117th Cavalry Reconnaissance Sqaadron

Lt QGeneral L. K. Trusecott, Jr '

JMechanized),
Dear General Truscott:
Signed: . .
o Nl Spums 7 SE S I have read for the second time "Command Missions" and I have found
Thomas C. Piddington i1t most Interesting reading. BEspecislly so, since I have had psrsonel

Captain 0425249 " contact with several of the evenis discussed. In an instance or two, I
wvish to offer, for what it may be worth, corrsctive comment.
More particularly: on page 439, in your aide's journal notes for
Monday, 3 September, 1G44 (should be Sunday, 3 September, 1944) appears
the following statement: “Debacle at Montrevel when 1% companies 11Tth
Cevalry go to sleep mnd ere surrounded end captured. C/8 goes to find
out vhat happensd. OCen talks to Major McCeary Exec of 117th in War Room
after dinner. Sti1l no explanation, but remnsnts pulled out and sent ;
| north.” Saversal lines later in the explanation of the journal notes !
you sey, "This detechment had obvliously grovn somevhat careless, because “
vhen the 11lth Panzer {my note, "Geist" or "Ghost") Division withdrew
I| during the night, these two companies wére surprised and overrun, and ;
most of ons and & half coumpenies were captured.” The ebove statements . <
are & sad commentary on the gallsnt efforts of ths men of the 117th
Cavalry vho wers in Montrevel, and a poor momment to those vho died
there. o

On 3 Beptember 1944 I was the Executive Officer of Troop B, and I
would like to stats most euphatically that we were pot overrun because
va wers mslasp. '

- Briefly this is what 4id happen: Omn or sbout £300 hours 2 Beptember, - B
94%,. the mission for B Troop with A Troop sttached, to move into &nd se- |
curs Montrevel, was brought to ths B Troop CP by Lt Col Hodgs, Bn CO, =nd . ;
| Mejor Sarxsel, Bn B-3. B Troop with A Troop attached, entered and secured
| Montrevel on or about 0600 hours 3 Beptember. (It was a clear, besutiful
| Bunday. Most of the Troop vas tired and rather vemry as a result of owr
.contimwous operations). I say we entered rather than eaptured the town, .
‘because the GCermans in 1t were completely surprised and offered little
| opposition. We opened the ball by capturing between 90 and 100 German
troopo . ‘ - ‘

| .
: . .

- ’ -




Lt Oenersl L. K. Truscott, Jr £0 Februsry 1959

Units of the 1lth Panszer Division began attacking Montrevel on
about 0200 hours, initially with infentry, later with infantry and
armor. Thess attacks were repulsed, but continued relentlessly throughe

out ths dayj later including MARK V {Panther) tanks.

. When wa received our mission we were told a battery of 155 rm guns
was in position to fire on targets in the Montrevel mrea. No fire support ‘

wes ever recelived.

If, sgein the big IF, ve had had anything larger than & 37 mm gun
mounted’on the armored ca.;' in Montrevel that day, the outcoms would have
besn quite different.

My position was overrun on about 1530, final resistance of the
American forces in the towvn was smothered onfabout 1800 hours.

One Medal of Honor (Le Les) and one Distinguished Bervice Cross {mina)
vere swarded for actions that day.

¥e ware not asleep!

The last parsgraph or page 155 tells hov the cavalry escort lost ths
convoy.  This 1s not quite trua. I was the platoon leader of ths cavalry
platoon, and was the OIC of the escort. ; :

Bomewhere south of Ain Beda, after passing a large alr field, the
column vas passing through a very winding rosd on & decided dowvn~grads.
Imediately after crossing a bridge, the 3/1& ton truck ecarrying General
EBisenhower's baggage went out of eontrol, rolled over, and crushed the
drivers chest. X was instructed by en officer, Colonel Conwvay I believe,
to take care of the driver vhils tha convoy went ahead. After we righted
the truck, 414 vhat we could for the driver, the balance of the escort
overtock the convoy. Using the scout car reserved for the general, I took
the injured driver back to Ain Beda to a British medical facility., After
recelving first aid, he was taken to Constantine, operated on, and events

ually recovered..

. There was ons tims vhen the Censral's convoy mnd the escort did
becoms separated. That occurred after the meeting d-ar.::i’bed on page
170. I don't belleve I'll forget the incident nor the' consaquences of
it.

The last time I had the privilege uf meeting you was ‘at Anzio, after
the linkeup with the forces from the south. I was the officér who delivere
to you, at your Battle CP, the message from the CG of II Corps.

The troop repeatedly requested artillery support, including 155 mm \

- Announcement of Ass:.gnmen‘b cfAct:Lng Assz.stant -Chj_e_f_: |

of Sta.ff,G-é'. & .2 o & & ee & & v 0 s ¢ o _n-:t'o * @

+ Awerd of the Distinguished Service Cross, lissing in action ., IT

- dward of the Distinguished Service CrosSe s a-a o o o o » & IIT

- Award of First Qak Leaf Cluster to the Bronze Star Medal, . . IV

Awardof theanze S‘bar MEdaJ.o'-'ic . ,'t'."'o—- s 7. 0 . e .. v
T R Y % R #

IL = AWARD OF THE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS, KTSSTNG IN ACTION.. i
- By direction of the President, under the Pprovisicnz of army Regula~ .
- tions 600-k5, 22 -September 1943 » a8 amended, the Distinguished 8

' Service Cross is awarded by the Amiy Commander to the following = .~
“-mamed dmdivdduale: . oL G oca i o oe

© ..~ 'PADRATG M, O'DEA, 0). 030 181, First Lieutenant » Cavalry, .

- Troop B, 8¢ Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron (Mecz), for extra- -

. ordinary heroism in action on-3 September 1944, at Montrevel, = -

. .France, . By directing effective mortar and machine gun fire from \

- his observaticn post in the window of. the upper floor of a building,
Lieutenant O'Dea successfully prevented vastly superior, forces of
enemy’ armor and infantry-from entering the town of Montrevel until
our forces could be withdrawn. .When enemy artillery and machine .
guns began to shell the road into the town, he accurately directed -
machine gun fire which forced them to abanden their positions. In
the face of intense enemy fire, he ran to his Command Post, returned
to his observaticn point with a mortar crew and,by the skiliful
adjustment of mortar fire, repulsed several -enemy attempts to ine-
filtrate infantry and vehicles into the town, _Then, enemy tanks
and artillery opened firs on his position, systematically attempt-
ing to destroy the building. aAltacugh he could have withdrawn, he
held fast and, by the skillful- cuiployment of mortar fire, continuad
to delay the attacking force until a direct hit by an enemy shell
destroyed his Observation Post. Lisutenant O'Dea‘s heroic actions
and complete disreégard for personal safety are in kceeping with the
highest traditions of the United States Army. Next of Kin: Mr,
Padraig S. OtDea (Father), 85 Fourth Avenue, Garwood, New Jersay,




Major Padralp H 0'Dea
FRI Dept, USAAIZS
Fort Knox, Kentucky

Lt Genaral L. K. Truscott, Jr 20 February 1959 |

'The above comments are made most sincerely, vith full realization of
' the mommentel task of writing a book such as "Command Missions.”

| 23 December 1953
K : Bincerely, . |

: Colonel Jemes B Deerin

PAIRAIC M O'DEA ’ | The National Guerdsman

Major, Armor 100 Indiana Avenue Northwent
l Washington l, D, C.

C Dear Colonel Dezrin:

I ' I have not forgotten your request but have been trying to work
: i on it elong with two or three other things. I did get a copy of
| General Truscott's book and found the portion referring to Montrevel,
and the Genersl could not have been more in errsr. 1 also found
another incident or two in vhich I wes personally involved and in all
cases he is not 1005 correct. I will probally write to him later.

| Paul Beldel wrote me earlier in the week, menticoned your letter,
| end askad for some information. As long @3 I em working on the project
I I am going to try to get the letier out to you pow. First e question;
’ ' do you heve available to you any of the officisl historicsl records of
' ) the squadron for the month of Septewter 194k, or specifically concern=
ing Montrevel? OSecond, 4o you have availsnble, or do you know of, &
racord of the investigation of the lontrevel incident? I em perticularly
. interested in that. BSuch informntlon as I have been able to obiain over
| ] o 1 the yemers does not tell me the exmct troop or squedron dispositions or
' i ' ' CP locations from the period 31 August to ! September, 1944. Kow that
. ’ - I have finally becn abtle to obtain a good map of the area I em :ost
I interested in following up vith any of the periodic reports, aefter action
- ) reports, and in particular & report of the investigation of the Montrevel
' ' incident. If-you have any of the smbove I would appreciste it; or at the
. least, the address of where I can request it.

Nov to Montrevel. On Baturdey 2 September 1944, ms near es I can
. . ‘ ' i wvork it out on this mep, the CP of troop B was in the vicinity of St
: ‘ Etienne du Bols. The situation was relatively quiet. The platoons
| ; : | vere rather extended and were in no trouble. Our CP was locested in a
- . French hunting lodge, built in the grand style. At about 2300 hours
. . 7 Lieutenant Colonel Hodge and Mg jor Semsel ceme to our CP with instruce

. ' tions for "B". Major Semsel had with him B copy of the messege received
from Corpe and he gave us our mission for the naxt damy. Eriefly, as I
remember it, the mission was:; Sceize and hold Montrevel, establish road
tlocks on the roads leading into the rog Bouth, the eagt, and
the north, so as to cut off the escape route of the 1lth Panzer Division.

} —_ The Job looked "hairy”. One thing I do remexber 1s loocking up from the

) - ' . map ot Captain Wood and & seems o me that wve boih said, alwost in unison,

§ - . : . ; E- "This is it!




Troop "A" was to join us in the vicinity of our CP and be attacheq
to "B" for the mission. When they eventually arrivel, the troor vas
pot at full strength. The vehicles of the force refusled and resupplied

at this place.

Late in the morning things vermed up when the enexy forces begen to
try to get through town in earnest. There vas considerable firirg to the
vest and south of vhers I was, smell erms, ertillery, end tank or AT. Two
or three German ermored cars made & try at moving eround to the left, or
east, of where I was, but vere repulsed. Then they tried to work in from

| We moved out some time after midnight, probably betwean 0100 and i the Bouth a B orchard and scross opca fields, with {nfant
. . throush mall ry
ll 0300 3 September. All that I cen remember about that part of the march | aupportecl’by atuﬁas—t two Mark 5 tenks. From m;l:-op in thé lerge bullding
is that I was devilishly tired and had a rough time steylngz swake, W :
g I was able to slov up these attacks several times. They also attempted
moved by a rather devious route led by Lieutenant Williea B Lutye and to put e srell OP on a little knob no more than 300 yards from my position.
" the 33 platoon to the viecinity of Marboz. I believe we hit the Marbope [ I knocked these off *rith & rifle two or three times.
Montravel roed somewhere from 1000 to 3000 yards west of Marbogz mnd '
moved into Montrevel. We arriv.d in our objective, Montrevel, between | It was late morning or early afternoon when we were informed by
| 0530 ead 0600 with no trouble. Major McGarry's CP that Lieutenant Paul Biedel was being sent around to
| h | the south of town with a heavy section (3) of light tanks. His mission
| ¢ town wes held by approximately 90 Gerian soldlers, who were | was to relieve the pressure on the town from the south. From where I
L peaceiully sitting outside the school house eating their breakfast when [ sat 1t vas just plain suicide. We heerd his fireefight and I saw the
| our 34 platoon rolled in. The simplist thing +5 say aboui LT is that | resulting clouds of smoke, I found out two years later that Paul's tanks

contributed to the exoke.
begen &t once,

they were surprised. There was ro {ight, The orgenizetion of the town
"Ha" continued his push on my side of town with tanks and infantry,

"Beyond.n doubt, the reason our men vere trested es they were when } on at least two occasions bringing his tanks around to my left to fire on and
they were finslly ceptured was due to the treatment given the prisoners ' knock out meny of our vehicles on the Montrevel-Etrez-Merbor road. By
mentioned above. One of Captaln Woods strongest rules was the that no thig time the machine gun positions in front of my building no longer

| prisoner would be mistreated whiie in our hends., As usual, two or three ! existed; 21l that was left vere the morter positions and one armor car,
of the irresponsible EM found in every organizmtion started to strip
| these prisoners of their valuables, mnd to abuse them. The First Sergeent, | During this period of seversl hours there were two or three times
the Supply Sergeant, and I, ceme upon the incident, stopped i1t, and had the vhen the ermor car that vas left to re was forced to engage (1) Merk V
men return to each prisoner personally, the items taken from him. The tants. Luckily for us, on &ll occesions except one, he elther couldn't
| prisoners were then placed in the basement of the school, sately guarded ' gee us too well or just ignored us. On the one occasion when he dida't,
| but out of the way of any normal incident of the fight, At the end of the | after we head pulled the srmor cer back into its partially protected
day when the tables were turned, the officer in charge of these men rememe | position, my radioc operetor, Sergeant Barsby was killed. He was the only
il' bered hov he had been cared for. | one killed at this position.
| Until about 0930 or 1000 there was not much ection. There was rifle | ; -
| . i . Aso, some time during the afternoon, Ceptain Wood sent Zrivate
| and mechine gun fire, and "they" were able to bring severzl machine guns Patrick Devlin, one of the ¢lder scldiers in the troop, from the CP to
| to bear on our light vehicles which were on the Etrez-Montrevel road sition with a rifle and-several AT rifle nades. Sowmehow or
(into Montrevel from the Esst). I sav Captain Wood i | =
r R . sew Capt ood once or twice during other Private Devliin made it over to vhera I was; despite tha nasty
| this > 'r 1-.11“8 mainly concerned with the situgtion in the scuthesst < thigh wound he hed picked up on the way. Nevertheless "Paddy” was told
’ goum ° :nm. The txoop CP was in the vicinity of the school | to bring those over; he brought them. The rifle however, was useless.
'use roughly the center of town. Captain Piddington, and Lieutenant A bullet had etruck it at the Juncture of the bolt and breeching, welding
‘ D'Annunzio, the observer from our assault gun battery, were there with him, it closed.
The main feature of my loceation wes & large three story whits masonery Sopetime after 2 y
3 115 when I was up in the OP they camne &t us again
buﬂdinghe The tground around it wes slightly higher on the side facing the with tanks. At least one of the tenks picked up my OP and made it une
enenty, Bouta. | healthy for me to stay there sny longer. I couldn't fire at the moving
tanks with the mortars enyway. I went down to the gound, joiued the
- Using most of headquarters platoon and members of another platoon, 3 EM left there end did whst we could. An armored car and one Mark IV
th the positlon was organized, placing mechine gune and rifle~ren in front tank with Infantry, came around the end of the house and we wvere cornered
of the building, 60 mm mortars behind it with an ermored car or two in there., There waa no place to go. Of the three men with me, two were

hull defilmde generally behind the building, 1 wounded. That wvas el) there wes. Finis!




This ends what I personally know about Montrevel., Mo fuurteen
years a lot of 1t is hazy but in general I will reaecosr thy weln
happenings for a long time. I vant to edd one more polint of view.

In 1953 I vas in Munich Germany having my sutomobile winterized st
‘the exchange garage. Tiiz garage weslocated adjacent to the ermy alrfielg
Ober Weisenfeld, which hed been the constsbulory eir field. A young 4
Germon, old enough to have fought in WW II, was working on my car. We
epcke of croor &ad armor units. He sald he hed been in armor in southern
Irence cnd told sowe of the cities he had been through. The pames reng g
bell. I esked hinm what unit he had tcen in. He sald the Recon unit of
the 11th Penzer division! Then I esked hinm 1f he had heard of Montrevel
He sald "Oh! That mo good Montrevel! # § % ! % !. Those stupld Americens
inside that town don't know when they get beat. They fight too damned
uych.” I then informed hinm that I knew exactly what he wes talking aboug
because I had been one of the people inside of Montrevel vhile he wes on [
the outside., Ee had been & scout in & recon company érizing the German
equivalent to our Jeep. I &lweys thought that his eomments on the town
and the "stupid Americens” insife 1t "who &idn't know vhan they get beat”
wvere nost enlightening and gratifying.

Sincerely,

flank and the Vosges their northern. With their flanks secure, the
Germans would have the choice of defending the line of the Vosges or
escaping across the Rhine. It was probable that the enemy would make
some use of both escape routes. Again it was the 11th Panzer Division

which was designated to hold back the pursuing VI Corps troops and -

keep them south of the Doubs and Saone Rivers.

At approximately 0200 hours, 3 September, a special officer-
courier arrived at the Seventh Army Command Post at Brignoles with
an urgent message from General Truscott. The VI Corps Commander
sent an estimate of the situation: The Germans were in full retreat, very
much disorganized; and delaying actions at advantageous defensive
positions were all that could be expected. The VI Corps, he continued,
was in contact with elements of the 11th Panzer Division in the Bourg
area and on the previous day had destroyed 15 enemy tanks. In view of
this situation, Genéral Truscott requested permission to continue the
“relentless pursuit” of the enemy on the axis Lons-Le Saunier-Besancon-
Belfort with the object of preventing his escape into Germany.

After a staff conference VI Corps was directed to continue the
“hot pursuit” of the enemy northeastward to the Belfort Gap via Lons-
Le Saunier and Besancon. French Army B was to complete the
occupation of Lyon and thereafter to push up the northwest bank of the
Saone on the line Dijon-Epinal with sufficient forces detached to protect
the right flank of the Seventh Army. Later, General Sir Henry Maitland
Wilson also concurred, in view of the fleeing nature of the opportunity,
and agreed that a regrouping of the Seventh Army in accordance with
SHAEF’s plans could be temporarily delayed. General Truscott lost no
time in putting this directive into execution.

By 3 September the 117th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron

had reached Bourg-en-Bresse and Montrevel on Highway 75. During
the night units of the 11th Panzer Division, withdrawing northward
after the fight at Meximieux, entered Bourg-en-Bresse and a “free-for-
all” followed. Almost all of the men of Troop B, 117th Reconnaissance

Squadron, were killed or captured and their equipment lost, including
20 one-quarter ton trucks, 15 armored cars, and two light tanks.
Although opposed by enemy armor and a number of heavy self-propelled




guns, Troop B had fought gallantly and succeeded in inflicting heavy _
losses on the Germans. The following day, the I5th Division, having

destroyed enemy holding forces at Pont d’Ain, on Highway 75, and at
other points southeast of the city, occupied Bourg-en-Bresse.

After the occupation of Bourg-en-Bresse, VI Corps troops
temporarily lost contact with the enemy. The 45th Division spearheaded
the advance through Lons-Le Saunier, Poligny, and Mouchard toward
the Doubs. North of Lons-Le Saunier columns encountered numerous
road obstacles. Blown bridges forced detours over muddy trails. Supply
lines were extended, and transportation facilities were inadequate. Lyon
was more than 70 miles to the rear; and supply depots were still on the
beaches, over 250 miles away. The entire VI Corps was advancing along
one main route, and traffic became so heavy that halts were necessary
to gain sufficient clearance between march units.

As the Germans approached the Doubs in their retreat, they
turned and made a determined effort to halt the advancing VI Corps.
They apparently hoped to hold Besancon until 15 September, so that
the remaining German troops in the Dijon area would be able to escape
through the Belfort Gap.

Crossing the Doubs

Besancon is a fortress built by nature and improved by
generations of military engineers. An industrial city of about 80,000
people, it is also a key communication and supply center. The Doubs
River makes a loop around the city’s industrial heart. The main
approaches are solidly guarded by a huge Vauban-designed fort, La
Citadelle, which in turn is supported by four minor forts: Fort Tousey
on the southwest, Fort des Trois Chatels to the southeast, and on higher
elevations across the river Forts Bregille and Chaudanne. These
fortifications, built in the 17th century, are extremely thick-walled,
surrounded by moats and utilize high ground to command all avenues
of approach.

On the north bank of the river, west of the city, are Forts
Rosemont and De Planoise; directly south on a steep hill stands Fort le
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President Truman - 1st Lt. Daniel W. Lee Jan. 23, 1946
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

The President of the United States takes plea i
: S
awarding the MEDAIL of HONOR to ’ e

FIRST LIEUTENANT DANIEIL, W. LEE,
(then Second Lieutenant), CAVALRY
UNITED STATES ARMY

for service as set forth in the following

_ CITATION:

“Lieutenant Lee was leader of Headquarters

117th-Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron,quchanifelztO;tni\&zifr?gvél’
France, on 2 September 1944, when the Germans mc;unted 2 stron ,
counterattaf:k, isolating the town and engaging its outnumbereg
defenders in a pitched battle, After the fight had raged for hours
and our forces had withstood heavy shelling and armor-sup érted
Infantry atta.cks, Lieutenant Lee organized a patrol to knof k out
mqrtars. which were inflicting heavy casualties on the beleaguered
reconnaissance troops. He led the small group to the edge of the
town, sweepinz enemy riflemen out of positions on a ridge fron;~ which
he observed seven Germans manning two large mortars near an
armored }nalf-track about one hundred yards downthe reverse slope
Armed with a rifle and grenades, he left his men on the high groEnd:
and crawled t.o within thirty vards of the mortars, where the enem
disco_vered_hlm and unleashed machine pistol fire which shattereg
his right thlg_h. Scorningretreat, bleeding and suffering intense pain
he.dra-gged'hlmselfrelentlesslyforward. He killed five of the enem ;
with rifle fire, and the others fled before he reached their positiony
Fired on by an armored car, he took cover behind the German half—.
:;ick and the_re ]found a panzerfaust with which to neutralize this

eat, DeSplte.hlS wounds, he inched his waytoward the car through
Withering..machme gun fire, maneuvered into range and blasted the
veh:!cle witha round fromthe rocket launcher, forcing it to withdraw
Having cleared the slope of hostile troops; he struggled back to his'

ren, where he collapsed from pain and loss i
men ‘ : m of bloed. Lieutenant
Lee’s outstanding gallantry, willing risk of life and extreme tenacity

oxfurposein comingto grips with the enemy although suffering from
grievous f;vou.nds get an example of bravery and devotion to dutv in
keeping with the highest traditions of the military service.”’ )

f#/‘&%ﬂgf

|, 90 P 5 - 5 O
A DSC was awatded  posthus
‘mausly. to S-8gt. Bonnet N "Law- ]
son, of Newark, N.-J., of.a cav-
alcy racon squadron; for exiraor-}
{dinary heroism on Sept. 3 in Mon-
“treval; France. Halting his tanl’
golinmn gnd clifabing on top of-a
‘turret,s Sgt- Lawson neutralized:
s “infantrymen ~in-'a side
‘mtpeet.” Disregarding a Wound, he
‘eontinued to-direct his platoony
“antil-he was-forced to ‘withdraw
‘his tanks againgt jntense encmy;
ank, machine gun and rifle’ fire..
His .own tank ‘sfatled in front
“ari ‘eriemy force of four’ Mark;
‘%7 tanks “and “numercus--nmchine
“gans; Ordéring His crew to-aban]

.donn the tank, Sgt. Lawso heldh

- -Crouching in his . sbservation post;
in a shel'pocked- Building, Lt. Pa-
dralz M. Q'Dea locked cut over. Mon-
trevet ‘and shook his head Gubicuslhy, ]
Things were.not going so well, Ameri-i
cars held the little French- town, Buif
in the distance he could glimpse a bigq
force of German armor and infaniry .
closing in. Ho relayed his information,!
and the AmAricans staried to with-d
‘draw, rapidly but erderly. - .
Suddenly, the escape toad exploded]
in .a blaze ‘ol enemy fire. O'Dea
sighted “guickly ‘oo the German bat-]
‘teries - and. . ripped. out théir . location]
points " i @ . erisp, efficient . voice.
Ameriean ;" machine  guns @ chattered:
fiercely . and the “shelling - atopped
sbruptly, The Heutenani took a deepl]
breath. .sBeore. onew hé thought. .. 7
_ Again.the shelling started, this.tirde

Yon-the- town. In the face oI inicnse
fire, O'Dea ran from his building, Sum:]
tmoned a mortar crew and rushed back)
rto hls ‘yppeér " floor “observation “posty]
“The ememy was much closer, “trying
‘to . infiltrate  tanks and ‘infantry.
O'Den’s martar crew opened’ Up and’

_the epemy withdrew, but now his po-
sition -was spotted.. . T -

- Enemy. tanks and artilléty zerced In

“and. syslematically staried to desiroy,
his. building. He held fast, “ekilitully:

returning - 'the fire with * his mortar,

delaying - the  attackers ~ unill = the

Amierican troops could withdraiw., He

iznored -his own chance to withdraw.

' safely. The building was rocking and:
‘shaking around him. The shells were!
coming nedter. One made a difect -hit?

. »Fgr. his herolc actiony and -com-
i plete disregard for personal safefye on
“Sept. ‘3. 1844, Padraig M. O'Deay
01030131, 1st It., Troop B,:Cav. Recon:
 Sgd. (Mecz), of Garwobd;, N J., has]
_been awarded the Distingulshed Serw]
{ce Criges: = g = k

Li. (?'—Dea is missing in action,

¥, —
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quick victory and home.. .- 7
Iqu%gkmc egliei-’l tter fromi- ltaly
i odge wiote 7 i
fcﬁ%ﬁ%hive been' at . thiz“T{alian
|dfive some time now and we have
been In front all of'the wag._ 2 Somed
times we moved 80 fast it was ex:
tremely difficult to keep-us supplied
with gas and amme {ammunition}
.|The advance-has had many interestd
; }zi'gr}-'ﬁmméhtsi‘atixﬁde although, _e;g:la.-

- “What has- broken - our: heart Is
théggé!ré encountered a horse ca.va_lrgi
regiment “of - the -enemy _attemptmi ]
to delay. - It waa miserable but.Ie;
had'to be done and we practical yg
| wiped them- out. ‘H's; t ‘all ,m:’_‘g

| going ‘mail, however; reoare 2
L/ Hodge: Ma

the receiving side gie 7

In: March, 1843, Col/ Hodge, May
{|Robert ¥, J. McGarry of;;Ne_dark’
| executive - officer of the .Squa 2‘01;_
fland Capt.. Omer, Brown of Dugx_gr
|len weérs. made. honorary members
et a fomows French cavalry. regld
ilment and were decorated with thie
| regimental insignia in s&aprecis.tmt:é
i foy eonducting sSchools for _the_ree {
dment; -Maj; MeGarry was wounded
I Mny aly “and -Capt.-Brown:
redited: vvith—ca;ﬁggug
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' cars. He says his men ha‘verhad enough: of this muclfing stuff -

~ . DUSK IN THE RHONE VALLEY |

Well up the Rhone valley¥oward Lyons, o U.S. motorized
cavalry recomza’i;sanczz iroogy feeking the way for the wmiin
body, was stopppd befere a German resistance pocket. After
sundows, TiMzs 'Carresgandent John Osborne dropped in ar
the troop’s farmhouse cOmmand post, saw the following little.
scene in the.gheat drama of war. : )
- The lieutenant, his sergeant and I sit down together. They
both drop inta silence. Sooi I realize that they are half asleep.

hunched on the boxes that serve for chairs, A German shell .-

bursts in’the air just aver the house and they tiredly dive fof
the- flooz, The lisutenant smiles but does not speak when he

resumes-his séat before a wall map.- ’ L CE
. "Over his shoulder, I can see i the map that we have very
“little between ourselves and thé Germans. But that is not the
thing which fills this room with'a kind of spiritual blackness,
What I sense in this room i5 weariness—the final weariness
which men can endure while they still move, talk when they
have to, or even fight again if they must. That weariness is in
their faces, their bodies, their khaki clothes clotted with dust
and dried sweat, This troop has been constantly volling and
fighting for eight days and nights.’ " . )

"A tall officer—another lieutenahf—walks inte the C.F, He
limps. He stares at me in the half light--it is now dusk—and
seems Lo expect me to say soimething: So I ask him how hes:
doing. *Not so good," he says. Heg sits, and holds his head in.
his-hands a white. Another shell bursts overhead; he falls
rather than dives to the fioor. Stilt lying beside him, the other
lieutenant asks how. things have been going. The lieutenant
with the limp says that he has lost two of his three armored

_ and have got {o rest. - =

- A pfc., a messenger, lias come in. He fakesph;.lo;;k at the

<. lall lieutenznt and suddenly he is holding & bottle of cognac-

tolvard the officer. The officer tdrefully pours o r.my ghassful,

g s o - s - e s e vl
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drinks, and haads the glass and bottle first to the pfc., then to
me. As I drink, I hear the first version of a question which 1
am to hear many times in the next few davs: “What in god-
demned hell are you deing here?” 1 say I have come up for
dinner and he says; “Dioner!” Another . shellburst leaves
nothing to be added ta this remark, 5 ° <
"The Overall Situation,” We learn more about what sol. -

diers laughingly call “the overali. situation,” which is
strictly bad. German “S.P.s” (self-propelled artillery) - dre in
the town and on the hills on two' sides of us. They have accu-
rately “zeroed” the only road which the troop can take, and
~which it is now helding. That is, the sergeant maorosely
explains, the Tuns' artiliery can fan a fly’s tail in mid-Aight, if
it i5 3@ foolish as to venture up the road. Now and then a burst
of gunfire, flatter and nearer than the noise of the S.P.s signals
a sally of German heavy tanks from Sauzette, They.sneak out,
ire a few rounds at our lighter armored cavalry cars and tanks,
then rush back tu cover under bursts of our noisy but ineffec-
-tive reply. Somewhere along that voad, between us and the
town. is a smali unit of infantry, prudently silent in the
galhering darkness. i | -

. Ancther lieutenant appears. Now enly Rashiights light our
blacked-in roorm, and.in their dimncess the new arrival. looks
completely grev. He is all dust, from helinet to boots. He
commands the troop’s light tanks, which have been up against
the Germans’ hgivier Murk IVs and Vs since the column left
the beach. The only break in the tank commander’s Ereyness is
a red gash in-his right index finger. He inspects the gash and
says he got it buttoning upy his tank. He tells his story briefly,
tiredly, carefullst. q :

"They Just Bounced Of.” His column had run into some -

German heavies. Beiore the tank commanders could get under
~eover, the captain of the unit had the top of his head taken off,
at turret line,”At that paint the lieutenant had tzken over, Be
Had fired four reunds from his 37-mum. gun against a German
heavy’'s hide. “They bounced off just like tennis balls,” he said,

ey e e e i ey e b,

“and we got to hell out of there.” He gazed at'his hand come -

- .. more, and said again: “They bounced off, sons of bitches, fust”

=bourced off” e o~ :
‘We felt, rather than saw, another man enter the room. For z
moment, he did not sit. He steod, swaying and staring about
the room. The pfc., the sergeant. the three Yeutenants and I
stared hack at him. The leutenant who had lost the armored
cars was pouring another drink of cognac. The captain saw-
him. He said: “Well, I see you’re ail right, Lose any men?"-

* .. The Heutenant said-that-he'd got all of his men back, and

-“the captain nodded. My presence vas éxplained, The captain
. Just looked ar me, and went over ta the map.

He explained to his officers that the Germans were pushing
out of -the. town in more and more strength, and that if they

" chese to attack we'd be in trouble. Some medium tanks,

. haps biased opinion, being hesitant about coming on up the,

“attached te his unit, but not in his command, were, -in his Der-

road and engaging heavier German tanks. Furthermore, said-
the captain, the little infantry he had attached to the troop,
and the little more in position just gutside the town, were hot
enough’ to keep the Germans back. : ]
Guests and Mosts. The sergeant,’a squat Pennsylvanian

" with a blackly beardéd chin and soft black eyes, said that if I'd

come out to his jeep I' couid have some fried potatoes and
-coffee. As T walked out. I became aware that we were guests,
‘The family whose house the troop had taken was seated in a

- thickly walled and céilinged room on ‘the ground level. A

young girl, perhaps 15, sat perfectly still and rigid, stretched
out’in an armchair. As T stepped across her legs, she did not
move or speak. Adk her words were in her shocked eves. The
rest of the family—Papa, who had fut his savings into this
farm, Mama, a scragely woman who was calmly assembling
the déjeuner, a leggy bov of 16 or so and a baby “gitl—chat-
tered in the passageway, and fell silent only Wwhen a scldier
“passed of a shetl burst,

Az 1 gobbled potatoes byQﬁe
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.set_'ganit's jeep, complete dark-

ita be ready to burn his'papers. One of the-liewutenants loaked

“on a table, and said: “It will be the first time this C.P. ever
. pulled out of any place.” . -- S

_was bleeding slightly, his eyes were glazed, He could hardly

- out the best way we could.”

ness and the last. shell came together. Afier that, the only
thing bothering the.treop commander and his officers. was the
-news from the road. The mediums went up, met: the enemy’s
*heavies, had te fall hack.- ' “[ T, e
The troop commander told the sergeant,ithe troop recordér,

ver at the sergeant, quietly sorting documents into. two piles..

.

Decision: Retreat. The troop commander put off the first
retirenent for two more hours, His tired oldyoung face, lean
as a shell splinter. mirrored his doubt, his brief hope ihat he
.could hold, and finally his resolve to save what he had laft for
another day, He made that decision- only after an infantryman
from the fragiie line near the town burst inito the C.P, His face

tatk until the troop medico had patched and sosthed him.
Then he said, still stammering, that German tanks had broken
info the infantry line. e S
“Point-blank!” he said, “point-blank, sir. We had i get
- Our troop commander told his afficers to pass the word te
assemble the troop. The limping lisutenant, the tank com:
mander, and the second in command followed him into the
‘darkness. Oniy the sergeant was left in the room. “It’s tough
on-them,” he said. Soon the troop's armored cars, tanks and
bartams ‘(cavalry slang for jeeps), were rolling up the dark
road. toward the rear, As we tumed into the feld where we
would bivouac, the hearded sergeant said: “Well, it usuaily
¢nds like this.” He meant, not that it usually ended in retire-

i mesit, but that any ending is an anticlimax.for men who have

survived the near brush of death. R N
That was all, except that the tro0p, promised a rest, got
exactly half an hour of “rest,” after they went into a rear afea
the next mormning. When T It saw them, the column was of -
the road again, forming up far 2 counterattack in our valley.
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Virginia Fisheries Laboratory

Interrogation Report

"6 September 1944
Sgt Harry Staab, 2d Co, AT Bn 61, 11 Pz Div,

Preamble: The PW left his unit in the vicinity of Baums les Dames and
brought back four men of the 117th Rcn Sq, who hab been captured by the
enemy in the town of Montrevel,

d been ordered to secure
rg-Montrevel-Dole axis,
revel and arrived

The PW's unit and attached tanks of 15 Pz Reg?
the withdrawal of other enemy elements through the
On the night of 2 Sept., the column withdrew Aeus
there on the morning of 3 Sept. They were

1V tank also moved into
s well as 2 Rcn cars were

s, As resistance increased, the
7 fire fight, The battle
g_our troops were forced to
@ abhd armor. PW states that
learned that only two Ren

lasted approximately eight ho
surrender, due to superiorit
German officers and men
troops had held the town,

Misc: PW gaw 60
described the br
The 11th PD is

o Pz Regt in Lyon on 1 Sept. He
rough and witha 41 from Montelimar as "orderly."
eading fo hausen,

J. F, Rieger
Captain, Cavalry

A copy of the above Interrogation Report was given to me for my
file, This is a copy of it.

John L, ood
Lt. -Col, Armor
Ur 8 A.R"

12 September 1959

Part 4 - The Drive To The Vosges Mountains

As a result of the Montreval Action, the Squadron had lost
the entire Troop "B" and most of Troop "A". The Tank Troop had every
tank destroyed or badly damaged. It was necessary to organize the
Squadron into six combaf sections, each section consisted of two ar-
mored cars, three Jeeps and a Platoon of Infantry, who were on tem-
porary assignment from the 45th Inf. Div.

In this manner, the Squadron continued their combat opera-
tions, assigned the mission of screening the 3rd Inf. Division as V1
Corp., continued their aggressive attack against the German 19th
Army.

Our pursuit of the enemy was on the axis Besancon, Arbois
and North to the River Saone and closely operating with the 1lst French
Army. Along the way, many Allied Air Force Pilots were liberated,
after parachuting from their damaged bombers and fighter planes.

On September 12, 1944, now assigned to the 36th Inf. Div.,
we attacked toward the large town of Vesoul. Enemy resistance had
stiffened, and our casualties increased as our advance was pressed
with strong determination.

In the meantime, replacements arrived and reorganization
of Troops ™A" and "B" proceeded. Complete organization of the
Squadron was accomplished by early October with all armor cars and
tanks replaced and ready for combat.

The Squadron advanced north toward the City of Epinal as
the American Third Army under General Patton, advanced East in an
attempt to trap the German 19th Army.

On September 18, 1944, a group of British Red Devils who
had parachuted three months before with several Jeeps, were con-
tacted and they Joined up with the Squadron Forces. They were re-
markable fighting soldiers and their stories of their exploits
against the enemy, mainly the killing of high ranking German Of-
ficers were an outstanding episode in the liberation of France.

The British Captain Commanding the Red Devils was killed a few
weeks later leading his men in a skirmish with the Germans. A truly
brave and utterly courageous officer.

General Patch, Commander of the American Seventh Army was
a frequent visitor to Squadron Headquarters for a briefing on the
up-to~date combat situation. He indicated that our battle informa-
tion and enemy intelligence was the most up-to-date tactical infor-
mation within the entire Seventh Army. In fact, General Patch
stated that this vital information normally took three days to
reach his Headquarters. As a result, he assigned a staff Colonel
to report each morning to our Headquarters and return to Army with
all up-to-date tactical information, reporting directly to the
General.
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Finally the gap between the Normandy forces was closed
when patrols of Troop "B" contacted advanced elements of the lst
Spahis Regiment of the 2nd French Armor Division of the 3rd Amerji-
can Army. 7Thus on September 18, 1944 the Allied Forces who land-
ed on the Beaches at ormandy and those from Southern France join-
ed forces and the Allies had an unbroken line from tolland to the
Swiss porder.

‘*he Squadron continued its determine advances, help cap-
ture Epinal and crossed the Mozelle River and reached the foot-
hills of the Vosges Mountains.

. By the close of September, the Squadron held the line
from Secofur to Rambervilliers. We were to maintain these posi-
tions for several weeks as the Germans had developed strong de-
fensive positions in the mountains and it was extremely difficult
to dislodge them.

Our advance against the German Forces from the Riviera
Beaches in Southern France was swift and triumphant. Due to
great boldness and driving initiative, we made many great and
sweeping gains and had fought almost four hundred miles to reach
the Vosges Mountains.

Unfortunately, the cost was high in loss of Officers and
enlisted men. Also, much equipment was destroyed by enemy action,
but despite every type of obstacle, the men of the 117th Mecz.
Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron responded magnificently.

At this point in time, due to our stationary position at
Secoeur, I was able to write about the heroic exploits of the gal-
lant men of the Squadron and the leading part that they played in
helping to liberate a large area of Southern France and which
earned the Squadron the Award of the French Croix Du Guerre with
Palm, from a grateful French Government.

The enclosed article, "The Knights of the Yellow Cord
(Cavalry) was written for and dedicated to the Officers and men
of the Squadron who, by their valor and devotion to duty, made
the supreme sacrifice for their Country.
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JHE KNIGHTS OF THE YELLOW CORD

HAROID J. SAMSEL

Major, Cavalry




THE KNIGHTS OF THE YELIOW CORD !

In the cold light which will follow the damn of peace, upon the cessa-

| Dedicated to the Officers and Men of the tion of hostilities of the great conflict of World War 11, a close study

f Mechanized Cavalry who, by their valer and thiorough analysis of the part each respective branch of service of the ,l
i a2u devotion to duty, made the supreme American army played in bringing to a successful conclusion the war against
| »‘ sacritice for their comtry. Germany, w.1l reveal the importan’.c role that mechanized cavalry contributed

i

I

toward final victory. \l
. . - by
Rarely, indeed, does one read in the daily commmiques or »ress dis- &

patches, the accomplishments and fighting qualities of the intrepid men

| | of the mechenized cavalry in their daily performance of reconncitering

well ancsd of the front lines, nrobing the enemy's strength. In modern

warfare, the fast moving, hard hitting armored cars and tanks are the

elemerts which first contact the enemy. It can truly be said that the

wearers of the yellow cord of the mechanized cavalry, lead the Queens

into battle.

L R o W g A D T T, AR R T TR G AR s e

Relatively spealking, the mechanized cavalry of the American Army is '
one of the newest branches of service and received its first baptism of
fire in the Tunisian campaign. In the early days of building the American ;
Somenhere in Franse N 194"4 army, shortly after the fall of France in June, 1940, from a small standing [
army, mechanized cavalry was still in its infancy. - However, the High
Command at that time wisely decided that in a modern war of machines,
there would be little use for horse cavalry. The basic tactics of cavalr'y
| remained fundamentally sownd in principle and needed only to substitute
| modern mechanized vehicles capable of rapid cross-country maneuverability
! and speed, possessed with strong fire power and equipped with long range

| . high power radio commmications, in place of the gallant steeds of a bygone

T N e LS
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‘public of the exploits of the mechanized cavalry squadrons and their con-

era,

In 1941 several horse cavalry regiments were converted into mechanigeg
units, trained and participated in many large scale maneuvers, develoning
a high standard of proficiency. During this early stage, there was moul ded
a limited number of hard hitting mechanized eavalry squadrons, equinped vith
fast armored cars, hard hitting speedy light tanks and heavy caliber assault
guns, highly mechanized and capable of operating deep within enemy Lines
or on their flanks, probing out the enemy's defenses.

By necessity, therefore, mechanized cavalry became one of the newest

branches of the service, and ag a result little is knom by the American

tributions in the campaigns of Tunisia, Sicily, Italy and now France. Being |

few in mumber and small in size, they appear lost in the background of the

ascom_pliél:unents_ of infantry and armeored Givisions, the artillery, engineers
and air corps. But yet it is the mechanized cavalry which furnishes the
highly valuable information of the enemy's strength and dispositions, per-
mitting the employment of all these elements in a sound plan of attack. They
are more often referred to as reconnaissance elements. In France there has
been one- unit which has distinguished itself in true cavalry tradition,
contributing greatly to the rapid adva.ﬁce made by the American 7th Army
in their push northward from the beaches of southern France.

This unit, its backeround dating back to the Revolutionary ar days

and steeped deep with cavéiry tradition, was one of the first mechanized

cavalr:y reconnaissénce squadrons to sail overseas. Already it has traveled
in seven foreign countries over a vweriod of more than two years. Its members
wear the battle stars for participation in the campaigns of Tunisia, Sicily,
Italy and southern France. ; |

It is believed that this squadron was the first one of its kind to land

-2~

intact on "™D" Day of a large scale invasion. The entire unit was landed on
the beaches with elements of the assault waves when the 7th Army inveded
the southern coast of France.

Taking advantage of its rapid mobility and self—sustaini.ng long renge
operation, it soon had penetrated deep into southern Frarce and more than
150 miles behind the German lines. This rapid advance placed it well
formard of its supporting infantry end artillery,

The operations of this unit in their thrust north through the Rhonc
Valley will prove to be one of the sagag in the annals of modern military
history, when the final story can be fully revealed.

At this time, however, it can be revealed that the caliber of men,
their esprit de corps and their traditions have moulded this unit into
one of the cutstanding fighting outfits of the 7th Army. Their splendid
accomplishments and deeds of valor on the battlefield are bywords among
fighting men in France.

The "Queens of Battle,” the fighting dc\aughfeet of some of the most
seascned and battle tested American divisions now operating in France, look
with respect upon the fighting "Recons" who lead them into battls. There
is no more encouraging sight to the doughboys than to see the mechanized
cavalrymen out in front of them, »robing the enemy's defenses and testing
his strength. They fight side by side, the "Recons' ready to exploit the
breakthrough, supported by their tanks, armored cars snd assault guns.

These are no ordinary fighting soldiers, but the most highly trained
specialists and versatile fighting men of the ground forces today. They
are proficient tank and armored car drivers, expert gunners, skilled radio
operators, artillerymen with heavy caliber agsault weapons, highly trained
as engineers in removing enemy mine fields and booby trops, preparing demo—
litions and building improvised bridges. Their auxiliary wespons include
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mortars, light and hesvy, anti-tank guns, bazookas, anti-aircraft gums ans
all types of automatic machine gums. Every type of personal arms, from |
pistols, ‘TS\IIGS, rifles, carbines, rifle and carbine grenades and intrenching_
knives nre carried by the individuals.

One must wonder why such a display of fire power and sicilled specialisti
is concentrated within so small a unit. %hen properly employed in exploitiy.

a tactical situation, the mechanized cavalry will often operate deep behind
the enemy's lines and must be self sustaining in 211 s.:upporting weapons, to
insure a degree of success against a Tewildered enemy. This has occurred
many times in France end the all around teamwork and versatility developed
to a new high standard, only attained by the American soldier, struck ,
staggering harassing blows against the 19th German Army in their tragic
retreat into Germany from the southern coast of France.

The Squadron, fresh from its battle-scarred campaign in Italy, where it
made thelranarkable advance of over 250 miltesrin less than forty days, north |
from Cassino, prepared itself for the invasion of southern France. 1

Elaborate and painsteking plans were prepared fpr the employment of the
troops, including the innovation of landing mgchanized vehicles with the I I
second assamlt waves. Battle tested, with supreme confidence in their
ability, complete faith in their equipment and vehicles, the Squb,dron
sailed with a great armeda to attempt to gain another foothold on the
so-called impregnable "Fortress of Europe.!

The ships in convoy formation, under the watchful eye of the Havy's
sea dogs of many Allied Nations and an air cover of fighters scanning the |
skies zhead to prevent the enemy from discovering the spproach of this gresf |
‘invasion army, 'seiled majestically toward its goal.

The scene enacted aboard the invasion fleet consisting of every type of

landing craft, was one of complete confidence, notwithstanding the dangerous
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mission ahead.

The majority of the officers and men were seasoned veterans of Tumisia,
Sicily =nd Italy and had also participated in several invasions on hostile
shores. To those who search into the men's souls in an attempt to discover
vhat reactions Zero hour meant to them, there appeared an indifference to
the dangers ahead. They appeared to possess an attitude of faith in their
proven ability as the finest fighting men in the world. Their job was to
crack another opening in ths so-called impregnable wall and join forces
with the gallant men of the Allied armies who landed on the Normandy benches.
Together, side by side, they would continue their advance toward Berlin
and destroy the last vestige of Nazism and let the world once again enjoy
a new light of freedom from oppression.

In the early mists of "D Day, there appeared in the distonce the
hostile shores of Southern France. Already the naval gms had begm to
spend their destructive fury upon the enemy's fortifications and installo-
tions. Amidst the crescendo of hundreds of naval guns was added the full
weight of our bombers who dropped their lethal loads with werring aim. The
skies were darkened by the might of our. air force.

This_éme—inspiring scene of gun flashes from sea and the leaping flames
on shore attested to the strength of our forces, Alrendy, too, thousands of
daring paratroopers and glider-borne troops had landed behind the enemy's
lines,

. .Zero hour approached; men made last minute preparations. An early
breakfast had been served and now the men gripped their rifles a little

tightéer. Complete confidence permeated the atmosphere. Had we not tested

" the best the enemy had to offer on other battlefields and found thot he was

- not the superman he would have us believe? With confidence and faith born

of bitter battle experience, the men of this gellant 7th Army climbed aboard
=5~
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their assault boats and sailed for the beaches of southern France.

The full weight of the terrible fire power from the hundreds of nval
ships laid their final caress upon the assault beaches and before tha smoke °
had cleared, American boys had a toehold on the beach, T.’neE most diffienly |
part of the job had been accomplished; it was only neCessar';v now to megt thr
enamy on equal terms. With determination and a will to engage the enemy, g,

agsault waves drove rentlessly forward. Behind followed wave after wave g

among these were the fighting mechanized cavalry, their vehicles poised ang ||

|
ready to locate the main strength of the enemy and contact the paratroopers |

inland, I
The enemy dazed by the weight of shells ~nd bombs, and conght by |
surprise, soon gave amny to our determined efforts,
Contact was established with the airborne troops and with capable |
ass'_,i stance from the valiant patriots of Fighting ."E-'r.':mc_e, a firm benckhead

was established. Without waiting for a breathing spell, the "Reconst

pushed on, their advance so rapid that by "D plus 3, a patrol captured :

the Germen Corps Commander, a Iicutenant General, with his entire staff.
He was dazed by our speed and bold fighting qualities and meekly surrendered.
A situntion hnd developed that was every irue cavalryman's dream, an
exploitation deep into the enemy's line to harass his commmications, tnake
adventage of hig disorganized forces as they teat a hasty retrent toward
Germany. A golden opportunity that Irmd Tew parallels in this war, was in
the offing.

Thus, on "D plus 3, this highly mobile mechanized cavalry squadron hed
penetrated the outer defenses of the enemy and was free to roam within
the enemy lines at will, By the close of the first ény more than fifty miles

were gained and many towns ang villages liberated from the yoke of the

Oppressor.

The scenes enacted by these liberated French peoples, who wolcomed us
with wncontrolled emotion will forever remsin vivid among the memories of
the men of the Squadron. Their genuine greetings of welcome, some with terrs
in their eyes from sheer joy, others extending their typical French gresting
of kissing both cheeks, 2 novelty to the Americon boys, were scenes to be
enacted huidreds of times in the advance toward tho German border.

The enemy lost one of his greatest weapons in being nrevented from
destroying key bridges and vital communication centers. The ndvance moved
with such momentum that the best the Germons hc;ped for was to escrmpe with
their lives. The knowledge that we had nenetratzd so deeply, 'already a
hundred miles by "D' plus 5, left him in a bewildered state. His lock of
knorledge of our whereabouts had him confused; it was not certain what
routes of escape remained open or when his supply lines would be cut or
haragsed. Never before in modern warfare had a hard hitting fast moving
mobile force possessed ~ith t‘he finest long range radio commmication been
permitted to roam at will against a disorgnnized army bent on retreat through
a hostile country.

The patriots, or Maquis as they are referred to, encouraged by the
presence of American forces, became bolder in their dcstruct/ion and retalin-
tion agninst isolated German garrisons. Their cause was Justified by the
exploitation of their land by the occupying German forces. The enemy!s
ruthless mammer of retaliation on hostages, the willful destruction of
French homes, their livestock, and finally the shipping to Germnny of the
bulk of the agricultural products of an already famished land, ~dded to the
hate and vrath stored up within their souls.

With the coming of the invading American forces, it was the signal for
these fighting patriots who had lived in the hills mnny long months, to come

out in the open. Alresdy they were organized into compact grouns by districts,
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ably led by former French army officers who had escaped in the fall of Fr%
They were fairly well armed with weapons supplied by the Allies from the afp,
and supplemented by captured Germsn equipment.

It was through the able assistance of these patriots that the Squndvgy
was furnished with the most up-to~-date intelligence of the dispositions of
the German forces. Guides were furnished who knew every hidden trail ang
by-pass vhich led around destroyed bridges and enemy strong points.-

On one occasion when a bridge was destroyed a few hours bef ore our
arrival, the local Maquis chief hag assembled sufficient men to construct
2 ford, permitting the Squadron to contimue an uninterrupted ndvance,

There were many instances vrhren groups of Germmns would offer to
surrender to the Americans, if they could be guarantesd they would not be |
turned over to the local patriots. Often the enemy, vhen encountered by the
Squadron, believed they were being attacled by patriots, deeming it impossible |
that American troops hag penetrated so deeply in so short a time.

The penetration had reached a distance of 185 miles from the original
landing on the beachhesag only a short time before. The rate of advance
surpassed all expectations and hundreds of torms had been liberated.

It was now a question of maintaining supply lines through hostile terri-
tory. Many enemy strong points were by-passed, from which our supply vehicles
could enasily be attacked. Again the patriots proved their valuable assistance |
by guarding and securing bridges and protecting our slim lire of commmication ¥
for our column. The men of the Squadron realized by now this history-making \
exploit and were keenly alert to the dangers.

This sudden thrust had carrieg the Squadron deep into hostile territory N
and it became apparent that in the very near future the bulk of .the enemy's
retreating force would be encountered.

As yet, the majority of our enemy contacts consisted of engnging German
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garrisons which were defending the larger villages and towng. In every
instance the encmy was caucht by surprise in these torms, Bewildered by our
sudden advance and \audacity of attack, Their communicntions hod been 80
disrupted that our vhersabouts were never known until the lending vehicles

of the Squadron contacted the outer defenses of the enemy's garrisons. These
defenses in the majority of cases were only partly manned.

An outstonding example of the element of surprise was when our formard
forces advanced on the largest torm yet encountered. One leading patrol
observed a small growp of enemy organized irn position. The patrol leader
called for artillery fire and before forty rounds had been fired, o¥served .
a white flag of surrender. Knowing the tactics of the Gernans when off ering
to surrender, he sent forward five llght tonks to approacih this group, To
the amazement of the bank lender, the Germon officer in charge stated thad
his cormanding officer was willing t6 surrender the entire garrison. The
offer was accepted and to the astonishment of everyone, the garrison totnlled
1500 Germans,

Thus this larger sized force of eneny surrendered to an American force
of less than 100 troops. Tt was' ascertained that our patroels had overrun
the outer defenses: it was Sund2y afternoon and the majority of the German
troops were relaxing. The German commander to the best of his knowledge
believed that the Americans were not within a hundred miles of this sector.
Finally, vhen our artille;'y fire landed, he believed that the tom was being
attacked by a superior force and deci'ded to surrender,

Fresh from this latest success, we turned west toward the Rhone River, .
where it was believed that the retreating forces of the shattered 19th
German Army was retreating rorth through the Rhone Valley.

This was soon ascertained and our assumption was correct, for our colum

ran head-on against the retreating enemy column. The valley road on the east




bank of the Rhone River was the last escape route remaining open to the
Germans, all bridges across the Rhone RiVei"having previously been destroye]
by our Air Force.

The German high cormand was determined to escope with the bulk of hid
forces and attacked with elements of the 11th Panzer Division to hold off
our haras'sing blows against his flanks. Our forces were greatly 1nferio.‘c £
this Germer armor, but his lack of knowledge of our strength and the ei'ement
of surprise in sur favor, delayed the advonce of the leading elements of the
Germen Army for severnl days. The enemy probed his right flank to ascertain
our dispositiong and strength ond fianlly deterr_nine& how small a force wng
blocking and harassing the retreat of an entire army

However, his delay was fatal, for by this time the leading elements of
the 7th Army had rushed north, its route paved by this gallant mechonized
cavelry squadron of only seversl hundred men. By the lightning thrust of
this daring and remarkable exploit, brilli=ntly executed, into the heart of
France, it mede possible the fastest advance made by 2 modern army in World
War II.

The Squadron was soon supported by the bulk of the Americen forces who
originally landed on the beaches of southern France snd the 19th German Army
suffered a most humiliating defeat. For five days his column was attacked
at close range by every type of vze;@on in the American army, At night the
enemy's colums would travel three abreast, going in the same direction on
the main road north. Not daring to move during daylight hours, his concen-
trations in bivouac were subject to devastatin’g fire by our artillery nnd -ir
force, who enjoyed a field day.

The sight of this retreating German army, heading »ell-mell toward
Germany in disastrous route was no doubt a shattering dlow to the enemy's

morale, causing thousands of ihe eneny to surrender. The majority of their
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transport had been destroyed, civilian cars and trucks were requisitioned
from the French. Theay lacked gasoline, which resulted in horses pulling
every type of vehicle, and the majority of the soldiers were walking or
riding pilfered bicycles.

It was necessary for this colum to ford the Drome River at three
places and our artillery was registered on those points., At night vhen
the enem a*terpted these crossings, our batteries fired their lethal lonads
upon the hapless colum. |

'Finally, the last escape route was cut and thousands of prisoners were
captured, along with columns of enemy materiel of every description. Shocked
from the murderous fire of our guns =2nd the weight of our Air Force, proctics
ally starved, it was indeed a sad commentary for the MMaster Race," The
carnage that remained blocked the roads for miles. EVery type of Germmn
combat vchicle was represented, hundreds of dead horsses with horse-draym
artillery pieces destroyed, many ¥French civilian cars were abandoned for
lack of fuel. The battle area As literally strewm with the bulk of the
vehicles of the escaping German forces, a complete mass of wreckage, nttest-
ing to the destructive power of American equipment.

Resuming its rapid advance, the Squadron in a 150 mile right end sveep,
outstripping its supporting infantry and artillery, ~gnin contacted the
lending elements of the retrenting 159th Germsn Army as they were nearing
the Gérmn border, harassing his flanks with lightning stabs, forcing the
enémy column time and again t;_a divert from his planned axis of esenpe. The
remaining escape routes townrd Germany were fast dwindling, and it bechme
apparent’ that it would soon be necessary to defend in strength the narrowing
avenues remaining open, if the Germans expected to rench the border. |

Already the threat of the American 3rd Army, racing from the Normandy
beachhead toward the left flank of this enemy column, threatened to cut this




colum off. His last routes of escape into Germany were now extremely
limited. Harassed by the fighting French patriots from every point of
adventage and struck savage blows by our Air Force, his losses incrensed
considerably. Abandoned materiel‘and wi'eckage were sirewn along the

roads from the southern coast of France, attesting the severe losses of

a mighty Wermacht army.

Successes are usually determined st great cost in h.arglships and sncri-
fices. In warfare the price somctimes appears high, but the net result in
the over-all effect of finnl victory surpasses the individual sacrifice. i
victory is ever achieved ithout its price in sweat and blood.

Penetrating deep behind enemy lines, veyond safe limits of supply and
commmications in daring attacks upon a superior force entails the greatest
personnl dangers. Exsloits of thig char-~cter require the h:ié;hest qualitios
of lendership, physicnl stémino_. astute resourcefulness, skillfully troined
personnel and above all, the will and determination to engrge the enemy.

It is axiomntic in military tacticsg when exploiting against a disorgenized
enemy to strike —ith daring speed and retain the element of surprise,

The achievements and success of this brilliant military operation
woz.lld never hnve been possible had the .above Qualities beon lacking, Had
less than the highest qunlities existed, had they been only mediocre on the
occasion vhen the Squa.dr.on was to face its grentest test agninst the foe,
the final result would have been disastrous. _

On this occasic;n, the situation gt rsﬂ'pi‘..dly approaching vhere a desper-
ate enemy was confronted with the prospect of having his last route of
escape completely cut and his force annihilated. A largs detrchment of the
Squadron was assigned the mission of selzing ond holding an important town

rnd - crossroad on the main avenue of escape. Approaching during the early

light of davm after an approach march of more than thirty miles through
-1~
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mountainous terrain and pitch darkness, the initial attack was launched,
The element of surprise was in our favor snd within an hour, all resistance
had been overcome and the entire garrison were taken prisoner.

Immediate steps were taken to consolidate defenses nnd cover the avenues
of appronch leading toward the tovzn,’ in expectation of the enemy's renction
to the loss of this vital point, Eardly had the initial preparations been
completed rhen the torn was in turn attacked by the enemy, in force. The
Germans appeared determined to retake the torm nd launched o tank attack,
supported by infantry of the Ponzer Grenadiers. Our forces met the initial
enemy assault vith every weopon availsble and vhen the smoke had cleared, the
cavalrymen still held tenaciously to their mositions, It mas apparent that
elements of a Panzer Division were attacking, and they soon launched » second
assaul.i';. Cur light armored cars »nd t-nks were no match ngainst the enemy'ts
Mark V tanks, but by superior markmanship, determination ~nd sheer guts, the
enemy attack was again repulsed. * For severnl hours the battle continued:
the enemy Tas building up superior strength vhile our om reinforceaments
were rushing up. However, as in the past, we were operating fifty miles
beyond our nearest infontty support and it became =2 rnace against time to
reach this fenrless force of Americons vho were holding off a superior
force of armor angd infantry. ’

The enemy's determination became increasingly stronger with the
intensity of his attacks, vhile our own force suffered severe losses in
materiel and persomnel. WNevertheless the torm was held eight hours after
the Germans initially attacked in force. By skillful leadership, .employment
of the combined wespons, utilizing the maxirum fire powver, superb fighting
qualities of the individual soldiers and a resolute determination of
purpose in keeping with the highest traditions of the service, these men

of the mechanigzed cavalry withstood the ferocious attacks of a large force




of a Germsn Panzer Division.

Individual heroism became commonplace. Light armored cars slugged 1%
out with cnemy Mark V tanks at point-dlank range, fighting with’determined
skill and superb markmanship. These gallant American soldiers exacted a
terrific toll. Soon ammunition became exhausted, but fortunately a loaded
German ammunition truck had been captured earlicr, Making full use of the
enemy's hand grensdes and explosives, they continued the battle.

It become apparent that our infantry reinforcaments would not arrive
in time. To alleviate the pressure on the heroic defenders of the town, a
tanic att;ck was launched., Striking from two dircctions, the fast driv:ing
li"ght tanks drove toward town and engaged the cnemy. Firing their guns
with rapid speed against tho enemy's superior heavier tenks, they tempors
arily diverted the pressurc against their comrades. However, tho supceriority
of the enemy!s armor was in their favor and our forces retired with their
remaining tanks,

With ammmition exhausted, no food or water available and many wounded
in need of medical aid, completely surrounded by an overwhelming force 6f
the enemy, the American cormander maintained he could hold out if reinforce
ments would arrive,

On the outside cvery effort was madc to reach the besieged town with
reinforcaments. Once too often these gallant mechanized cavalrymen were
to make a daring attack against unsurmountable odds and pay a high price
for the attempt.

Before reinforcements arrived, the enemy closed in and after the most

furious battle.of the campaign, the conflict ended. Having fought valiantly

against a foe possessing seven times the strength, supported by heavy tanks

of a Panzer Division, the enamy acknowledged the courage and superior
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fighting qualities of these Americans by issuing special orders that they
be treated with special privilege. The enemy shared his rations and
cigarettes as a token of his respect for thess fighting men, who fought
to the end against such numerical strength,

' What has been described in this narrative only lightly tells of the
deeds and accomplishments of a few intrepid American fighting men of the
mechanized cavalry, On other battleficlds, their deeds and acts of valor
continue with the same spirit and with the highest traditions of the
Cavalry. These men a few years ago gave up their horses reluctantly to
ride the iron steeds of 2 modern mechanized war. The spii'it that has
prevailed through the glorious traditions of the past, still lives as
"The Knights of the Yellow Cord" seek out the foe and lead our armies into
battle,

- by o s



flank of the French rear near Chagny. The attack was unsuccessful and
cost the Germans 400 killed and 30 prisoners. Fanning out, the 1st
French Infantry Division outflanked Autun, some 20 miles west of
Chagny, from the north and had cleared the town by the end of the day.

Troops of the French IT Corps raced to meet the-American XV
Corps of the Third Army. Only 25 miles separated the French from
Dijon, and the fall of this important city: would not only cut the chief
enemy escape route but also outflank the Doubs line. On 9 September
French armored elements reached a point on Highway 74 almost midway
between Beaune and Dijon. -Here the Germans attempted fo hold firm
and halt the advance. Another counterattack was launched into the
flank of II Corps. However, this attempt failed and cost the Germans
over 300 killed and many captured. An estimated 300 vehicles and 12
guns of different calibers were destroyed. '

Seventh and Third Armies Join Forces

Dijon was invested and liberated by the 1st French Armored
Division on 10 September. The Germans did not attempt to defend the
city, and the capital of Burgundy fell into Allied hands undamaged. On
their right flank the French contacted the 117th Cavalry of VI Corps at
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Auxonne, north of Dole, thereby establishing a continuous army front.

During the night of 10-11 September an armored reconnaissance group
operating west of Dijon met a patrol from the 2nd French Armored
Division of the American Third Army. The meeting at Sombernon linked
the Normandy front with that of southern France. Whether the trap
was now closed, however, it was difficult to say. Large enemy forces
were reported to be still west of Dijon.

The following day, 11 September, French II Corps armor
continued to push northeast toward Langres. The infantry established
a static defense line -west of Dijon and prepared for any future enemy
attempt to break out of the closing trap. Reconnaissance elements pushed
out to the northwest of the Dijon-Langres highway.

At 0700 hours on 12 September, reconnaissance troops of the
1st French Infantry Division linked in force with an armored regiment
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HEADQUARTERS
. SIXTH ARMY GROU?P
office of the Commanding Genersl

-&Fg 25’ HQSQI&I‘Z&?
7 Cctober 1944

It. Col Charles J. Hodge,

Commanding OfTicer,

Ppoop F, 117th Cavelry Recoanalssancs
Squadron, Mechanized.

Dear Colonel Hodge:

Today your great leader, Lisutenant General
Lacian XK. Pruscott, Jr., seab me a Luger &s coming from
the members of Troop F of the 117th Cavalry Reconaalssance
Squadron, Mechanlzed. I grsatly spprecliate this trophy
and hope that I may be able %o employ it usefully in the
‘eontinuation of thisg war. :

Thae work of the 117th Cavalry Reconnslssance
Squadron, Mechanized, will be one of the cutstanding accomp=
iishments of the asctivities of the VI Corps, which it has
so ably assisted end supported throeughout its many came

‘palgns.

Sincerely,

/5/ Jacob L. Devers,

/T/ JACOB L. DEVERS,
Lieutenant General, U.S. Army,
Commanding.

A CERTIFIED TRUE COPY:

R:ag;oﬁﬁ T ((LASS
1ist Lt., Cavalry
Ad jutant
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Part 5. Through the Voszes Mountains

In October 1944 the Squadron was stationed in a quaint
French Village of Secdeur, France as we began the third year-over-
seas, OQur journey has brought us to many Countries, England, Scot-
land, Gibralter, Algiers, Tunisia, French Morocco, Sicily, Italy,
Southern France and now approaching the plains before Strasbourg
and Alsace -Lorraine.

Mail was catching up after our fast dash from the south
where we rarely stayed in the same place more than twenty four
hours. Captain Kennedy, the Skipper of the "S.S. Grenville M.
Dodge" was a faithful correspondent with a vivid style of writing.
Attached is a typical letter received in October, 1944 after sev-
eral delays through the Rhone Valley.

The first edition of "Beachhead News" published in France
by V1 Corp., was issued on October 15, 1944, and this issue des-
cribes the Squadron's operations from the Beachheads of Southern
France to the foothills of the Vosges Mountains. '

As the "Recon-eyes of VL Corp", the Squadron preceded
every advance of the Corp from the Beaches 1o the Vosges Mountains.
The edition "Beachhead News" attached, vividly describes our com-
bat operations as armored reconnaissance troops.

 On October 10, 1944, Major McGarry departed from the
Squadron to be hospitalized in Southern France and was not to re-
turn to duty. As a result, I was promoted to Executive Officer
and second in Command. After twenty-three months as the operations
officer (S-3) I was now to assume greater responsibilities and pre~-
pare myself for possibly future command of the Squadron in the event
anything happened to Col. Hodge. See copy of S.0. #107 dated 10th
of October 1944, attached.

The Rev. Thomas Theodore Butler was another faithful cor-
respondent who wrote truely beautiful letters with an added dimen-
sion of much news about Lucille. His letters had great meaning and
I looked forward with keen anticipation in reading these most in-
teresting letters. As one moves closer to the top of Command, the
lonelier the position becomes and such letters somehow contribute
immeasurably in helping to bridge this gap. Attached is another
example of Rev. Butler's letters, dated October 253, 1944 with a
description of a poem entitled "A Mother's Prayer". ]

During the defensive lull before the Vosges Mountains,
there was a great occasion when fourteen N.C.0.'s of the Squadron
were given on the spot Battlefield Commission in the Infantry and
assigned to various Divisions as Platoon Leaders.

Light patrols continued to probe each evening to maintain
a degree of pressure on the defensive positions of the Germans. Ve

still suffered casualties, and on one occasion a mortar barrage

caught a mess line of "C" Troops and there were twenty-eight casual-
ties, some serious.
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Part 6. The Battle For Alsace-Lorraine

' Finally on November 1, 1944 we once again moved to the
attack and in coordination with French Forces successfully liber-

' ated the Town of Baccarat. Our Headquarters was set up in the The German defenders of Strasbourg were completely surpris-
famous Chrystal Factory of Baccarat. The owner was SO grateful ed by the audacity of our aggressive attack and fell back across the
that his buildings had been spared from damage, that he present- Rhine River completely disorganized. The City was completely in Al-

| ed Col. Hodge and myself with a beautiful collection oi over lied hands by nightfall of November 27, 1944 and Germans were-surrend-

eighty Chrystal Glasses of five sizes and two types of wine de-

: . ering in small groups, in a bewildered state.
| canters. We were both fortunate to be able to ship this valuable

chrystal home intact, where it is still in use today. On several occasions, I led small combat groups to homes
were the owners indicated Nazis were hiding out. In one home, to our
Hard fighting again became the order of the day, as | total amazement, twenty seven German Officers came out of a cellar
Seventh Army Units attempted to dislodge the Germans from the when I threatened to toss a hand grenade, in the belief there were
Vosges Mountains. Our advances through heavy dense woods and only two or three stragglers. Somehow I was at my best in this type
. muddy roads was delayed many times, but not withstanding the hard- of envirement, leading soldiers, in cleaning out the last remmants of
ships of cold weather, snow and rain the attack was aggressively the German defenders of Strasbourg.

| pressed forward. i ' e ,
The Cross of Lorraine always had a deep and abiding meaning

1 The Towns of Vacqueville and Merviller was soon liberat- to me. The liberation of Strasbourg, the heart of Lorraine, had spe-

B ed. The 100th Inf. Div. engaged in combat for the first time and cial significance and it was sheer delight rounding up the hundreds of
the Squadron was attached to the Division. Fighting continued on Germans holed up throughout the City. By daylight the Squadron alone
a hard scale but scon Pexonne fell and we advanced toward Neuf- had over 1,500 prisoners.
maissons which was strongly defended. With support of medium
tanks from the 753rd Tank Bn., Troop "B" entered the Town on ~ After three days of organizing our defenses in the City,
November 18, 1944. the Squadron attacked north along the Western side of the Rhine,

- Strong patrols were maintained at night, particularly near the many

| The Squadron was now fighting harder than at any time | tributaries, to prevent German Patrols from crossing from their East
since engaged in combat. The Germans were surpr1§1ngly strong ks .

| and stubborn and gave very little ground. They.flnal}y rgtreated

' only against Superior Fire Power and Great American Fighting Enemy resistance north of Strasbourg stiffened and the
Soldiers. Every mile was desparately fought for and a high price Squadron was engaged in the heaviest fighting to date. Fifteen miles
was paid for each advance. gortg of the City are two important crossing towns, Kilstett and

amsheim.

An interesting note at this point of time is a copy of _
an Intelligence Report from the Germans 19th Army Newspaper Many times we fired across the Rhine River against German
#Die Wacht® which gives an account of their retreat up the.Rhoned soil, protecting our flank along the Rhine. Finally on December 8,
Valley. It provides a real insight as to the Germans Tactics an 1944 Gamshein was occupied with assistance of a Battalion of Infantry
a style of their propaganda efforts. from the Third Division.

Our third "Thanksgiving Day" overseas was observed witi Patrolling the Rhine became difficult due to high rising
some notice, although everyone was too occupied staying alive and waters. At night we used Dukw's, which are large floating trucks,
warm. On this day, a half track returning with men from the as outposts along the river and smashed several German Patrols try-

| Squadron's Rest Center, hit a land mine near our Headquarters, . ing to make a foothold.
killing two and seriously injuring two others. A sad day to rem
ber. Two incidents occurred shortly after advancing North from
. 2 Strasbourg. Whilefiglting our way into the City, suddenly found our-

Lately, it appears that we have been taking a large IVET B selves mixed in with a French Unit. The commanding Officer, a
ber of prisoners, many simply giving up with safe conduct passes. French Lt. Col., was highly pleased to meet up with an American
The Town of Mulbach was soon occupied and the Squadron was now Cavalry Officer and was totally surprise of my Cavalry background.
attached to the Third Infantry Division. It was now planned to He asked for the Cavalry insignia of Cross Sabers, which I was wearing
attack the City of Strasbourg, the Capital City of Alsace anddaon which was gladly presented to him.

German stronghold on the Rhine River. The attack wgs_lgunche

November 27, 1944 along with the 2nd French Armor Division, who _ Five days later, he marched his Battalion of Infantry, fif-

recklessly advanced at great speed and quickly overran the Germd teen miles to my Headquarters, where in full Ceremonial Formation,

outposts. . . he presented to me a beautiful framed etching of the Strasbourg Cathed-
ral with the following inscription in French.
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To Major Samsel
In Fond Rememberance From An Officer Of
The French Cavalry
Strasbourg 10 December - 1944 ,

"Cavalry Forever'

This etching hangs in our Recreation Room as a warm reminder of a
more pleasant interlude of the War.

This incident occurred in the Town of Souéfleage%giggim,
Alsace where I was also given a six weeks old Mﬁle ﬁrmhich -
Dozapuppy as was Col. Hodge. % namgd myagggpﬁiSSggg "gambo“ =8, {0l
Squadron. Col. Hodge n ‘
ggg:ygagisggcggg wgs named after me, as he fondly called me “Sammy"
and continues to do so to this day.

nSpur" was to remain my constant compan;ondthrgighigg6the “
War and subsequently returned home with me. He live ugf s . .
lggg enough for both my children to have fond memories |
wonderful dog a man could cherish. . A

i ivisi n December |

was assigned to thg 79th D%Vlslon 0
0, 1944 223 gqugggged to the C.Q. for instructions, asdggi.cg;?ge |
i d takeﬁ a ten day leave for Paris and I was acting ngge on Con
mgnder This Division's insignia Co. incidentally was |

Lorraine.

The weather in December lggzhw%§ ggig& r:igg :ngtggigeagf- |
ithstanding the ivi ) 1

g;gioigigieéloggtgg; western side of the Rhine with the Squadron at I

tacking to the right of the Division. :

After hard fighting we_igcugie%_Bés;?giléigsaggpggizzﬁg H
receiving enemy artillerly Iir .
iggnfg;oxgrgﬁegfried line. These guns ranged up to 210mm, or
eight inch shells.

int i now operating {
his point in Germany, the Squadron was
further Eagz Ehan gny other Allied Troops og ggim:§§1§25W§gge§ﬁine.
1y barrier between our men and I - ;
ﬁggnﬁé a%?ewgghgd it was possible to ford this mightyriver and en
gage the Germans on their own soil.

I".-

Our objective on December 15, 1944 was the ng@ g§ %iggg
bourg, on German soil. On December %66 1944 Lgﬂ EggtﬁFa%herland'y'ﬁﬂ'
’ . 1

L - toon en aged the firs ermans T retals
gC" ag%egégtzlgf the 7gth Division, took over our p031t1§niesggted1m |
egogontrol of Lauterbourg. The Squadron was relieved an _

Corp Control for a short needed rest.
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In the meantime, the Germans were building up their forces
on the East Bank and strong enemy patrols constantly probed our posi- |
tions. A jeep load of Officers and men hit several Teller Mines one
evening and two Officers and four Senior Sgts., were killed. All
were outstanding Soldiers and this one single incident had the great-

est impact on hardened men who felt this loss throughout the remain-
der of the War and years later.

As Executive Officer it was my duty to write to the famil-
ies of these men and express our deepest sympathy at the loss of

their Joved ones. Words were never adequate to truly express our
deep sorrow and grief over their loss.

Corp. ammounced on December 21, 1944, the Squadron was
assigned to the 1l4th Armored Division to form Task Force Hudelson.
This news was greeted with less than enthusiasm by members of the
Squadron who had liberated a large area of Alsace - Lorrainne in

the fiercest fighting of the War, many times against strong enemy
counter-attacks.

The Squadron had attacked north from Strasbourg to
Lauterbourg, inside the German border. Our oirits were of the
highest state, having peformed at our best level of combat pro-
ficiency against a strong determined enemy.
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- ‘Wrecked Church of
Baccarat, France

St. Remy
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. that a thirty day furlough back to the States had been app

- _— ————

7 Defensive Position Vosges Mountains

On December 22, 1944, now assigned to Task Force Hudelson
who was the Ass't. Division Commander of the l4th Armor Division, +h
Squadron took up defensive positions in deep woods of the pper %o e
Mountains. We thought the last of the Mountains were behind ug bsies
in snow covered ground the men once again dug in positions 1 ’

of the fortified Town of Bitche, France. e JUst south

The 94th Cavalry Recon. Sguadron of the 14th Armoreg Divi-

sion was attached to our Squadron and took up defensive positions ¥
our right. ©

o We set about on defensive installations consisting of mines
booby traps, trip-wired flares and grenades, concertina and apron- i i
barb wire. The armor cars and tanks were dug into hull defilade i i
allow for full turret turning firing. .

The weather turned extremely cold and snow fell
evening. I had a strong premonition that many hard and difficult
times lay ahead. The Germans had successfully attacked the Firgt i
American Army in the Ardennes with massive forces and the Allieg
Armies had taken a bad beating and were falling back.

almost every

Qur third Christmas Day overseas was Spent digging in, pre-
paring digouts and generally improving positions. Notwithstandin an
excellent turkey dinner was enjoyed by all and Judging from the lack

of activity in our sector, the Germans took time off 1o Celebrate g3-
S0,

Squadron Headgquarters was in a large Farmhouse on the out
skirts of a small village named Mouterhouse. Fighting from defen.
sive position s is most demoralizing for American Troops. By natur
they are aggressive and become restless when stationary for too 1one’
a period. g

It was necessary to daily inspect all defensive positiong
to insure alertness of the younger officers and N.C.0O's contact wag
maintained with elements of the 100th Inf. Div. who were also dug in
on our left.

The Germans sent out strong probing patrols eve evenj
which kept our troops on a double alert, There were manyrgmalfnlng
skirmishes and casualties were suffered on both sides.

Col. Hodge was informed on December 29, 1944 by Corp Hg
>
roved.

Secondary defensive positions were also bein
direction of Capt. Zecca, the Asst S.3. My time was
visiting our field of fire were completely interlockin
ammunition were adequate and high state of alertness w

€ Prepared ung
chiefly spent
g, Supplies gng
as maintaineqd,

As the New Year approached, the enemy activity in the
front lines increased. Enemy wheeled and tracked vehicles could be
heard throughout the night and everyone sensed that something wag
soon to happen.
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The weather remained bitter cold and the ground was com-
pletely covered with snow. Enemy artillery fire increased and there
was German Air Activity for the first time. :

4 600 | 2 3 4 =

" Justprior to New Years Eve, VI Corp. advised all Troops
to remain on sharp alert with no celebrations. Intelligence indicat.
ed a possible enemy attack, in early morning.

N "

At midnight, in order to give the enemy an American versiop §
of a New Year's party, all assault guns and supporting artillery open- .
ed up with a terrific barrage. Little did we know at that moment the
Cermans were launching a massive attack against the American Seventh
Army. The point of their drive was directed against our Sguadron '
positions. Their attacked was launched from the Bitche Fortress and
New Year's Eve, January 1, 1945, and became one Bitche of an evening,

one that will be long remembered by every member of the Squadron, at —_
least those who survived this devastating enemy attack. /Fééﬂ A
=<2 | |

The attached lists indicate the casualties the Squadron S s | = s

suffered since landing in Southern France on August 15, 1944. Four Y S WiSsembourg S A

Officers and thirty-two enlisted men were killed and more than three égy o ST 71 o,

hundred and fifty officers and enlisted men were wounded. NMany re- . K

turned back to the Squadron after their wounds had healed. Many suf- ﬁ¢ﬁ s w R

Lauterbourg & 2f
O Pl
ir

4 (R N

fered wounds on three and more occasions.

s

|
|' The strength of the Squadron on January 1, 1945 was forty
officers and 730 enlisted men.

Also listed are the vehicles destroyed or captured due to
enemy action.
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CASUALTIES FRANCE 1944

Killed Wounded Troop Remarks
OF. B OF. EM.

i G Hobby, James L. Cpl.
17 1 C Carrcll, Willi=m & TS
7 1 A Merritt, Charles A Bvi.
| 20 1 G Velinsky, Bernard Sgb.
: 5 1 E Brown, Omer F. Capt.
| 28 iy B Flournoy, Howard 3. Pvt.
Sept 2 1 C Michel, Robert F. Pic.
3 1 B Renzi, Lepold J. T/5
3 i B Barsby, Lawrence W. Sgt.
3 il B Stewart, Louis W. Orl.
3 - 1 ¥ L.wson, Bennet N. s/ sgt.
5 1 B Decotean, Minel A. T=5
| 10 1 A Waddington, William G. S/Sgt.
10 1 A Pyle, Benjamin F. Pfe.
| i2 1 B Fisher, Lawrence M. 7.5
S 1 C Moreno, Joe F. Pfe.
| 12 1 E Herbert Alfred A. Pvt.
| 12 1 E Williams, Robert T.  Pvi.
13 1 C Mixon, Hiverd M. 1/5
| . Oct 30 1 F Mitteldorf, George E. T/4
Nov 2 1 F Pelser, Brnest . - T/4
R ) 7 1 B Anderson, William H. Pfec.
¥, 20 1 F Beck, William A. 2nd Lt,
A 22 1 A Curry, Mward L. T/5
22 1 A Jacono, Matteo /5
Dec 4 1 B Robertson, James H.  T/5
| | 8 1 B Workmen, Jack Pvt.
' 18 1 A Roedler, Harry G. 1st Lt.
| ' 18 1 A Panzino, Vincent C.  S/Sgt.
18 1 A Torbich, Mward s/ sgt.
| 18 1 A Haley, Ernest L. Set.
18 1 A Deaton, Henry E. Set.
529 1l A ¥llison, Carl G. 2nd Lt.
2 i . Price, Clay C. Pvt.
Rob
31 1 G IR L R
|
TOTAL 4 32
ﬁ_==_=ﬁ=ﬂ




M
S MATE
Aug 15
16

18
22

24

28
30

31

T S 4 7. ¥ S N I

TYPE
Jeep

A/C
Tank

2 A/C
3 Jeeps

1 Me

TROOP

oo nddar e Ema G

B
R
1
B
A
M
A
A
A
Hq
A
A
A
B
A

FRANCE
TYPE OF ACTION

Destroyed by 20mm AT
fire .
Hit by 76mm AT burned
Caught afire vic Le Muy
Knocked out by AT fire
Destroyed and abandoned to
preveantl capture
1] . 1] it
Hit & burnéd-by 76 mm AT
Destroyed to avoid capture
Engaged bz Mk V Tk
Destroyed by AT Gun
Overturned and badly damaged
FPorced off rosd into gully
Captured in fire fight
Capiured by Ey patrol

Des or Cgp by fir or AT fire
" o "

f" "
1 14 n " H
" 1 " " "
" i i " ]
" " " 1 n
" u " . "
" i t i
L1} " " t
" 1" n
] " n 1t
" " n "

Destroyed by Ey MG Fire
Stolen outside 46th Ord.
Hit mine - destroyed

H] tH it

Destroyed by Mk IV TX&ZOMM AT
o .oon ] no.
Destroyed by mine

Destroyed by est 75 mm
Destroged by rd mine

PLACE

St. Maxine

4 M1 E Pierre 7
Le Muy

Cleon D" Andron

" "
L "

Grane
Montelimar
Sgvasse

Loriol
"

1t

Chalamonf
Meximeux
Montrevel

Mentrevel
1

]
H
it
H
£
"
n
i
]

Briancon

Marney
Rupt- Sur Mosell
Bertrichamps

1t
Vacqueville
Gambsheim






